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Sir ^V^XIAM JONES embarked for In* 
dia in the, Crocpdile frigate ; ’ and in April 
1783^ left lys native c5untry> to which he 
'was hevcr to return, with the unavailing re- 
gret andaffcdionate'wilhes oPhis numerons 
friends and'admirers. 

As to himfelf, the melancholy impreflions 
which he cpuld not. but feel on fuch an occa* 
lion, were alleviated by various confiUera- 
tions. I’he expeftations of /five years were 
now accompliflicd in the attainment of his 

wiflies ; h^ anticipated the utility of his offi- 

$ 

cial labours to the publ/c, and the occupation 
7.;/?~V. II. 'b 



o 


fo peculiarly delightful to him, of inveftigat- 
ing unexplored mines p/ literature. Sir ' 
William Jones was itbw in his thirty-feventh 

year, in the full vigour of Jii^ faculties, and • 

• • • • 

he looked forward r>dth ardour to the pl&a- 

fures and advantages arillng i&om* hft fltua- 

• • 

tion in India, wjthou^any apfJtehenfion that 
the c^mate of that country wotild prove 
hoftile to his conilitutidn. A difference, of 
opinion on gr^t political qtiellio*n$, without 
diminiihing his regard for his friends, had 

'narrowed* his habits of intercourfe^vith fomc 

% 

wjiom he fincerely efteenfecl, ahd he felt 
• therefore the*lefs* regret* ^ cfultiliig* thofc 
whofe principles he willied to- approv^, but 
from whom, an adherence td his own fre- 
quently copipelled him to diflent. He rc- ^ 
fleded with pleafure on the independency of 
liis flation, that the line o^ duty, whicji it * 
preferibed, was* Hrait ^nd defined, and in 
leaving his natWe country,* for which he re- 
tained the wari^efl affeAit^nr, he was not forry 
to abandon all political cares. apd*difcufnons. 
But his gre^tefl confofation and enjojrment 
— wcjje dcri^^d %om the fociety of Lady Jones. 
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76 thpfe who are deftitute of internal . re- 

fources, whofe habits have !ed them to leek 

• • 

for amufement in the mifcellaneoas occur- 
.rences and to^ks of "the day only, a fea 
voyage .is a period of fatij^^.i; languor, and 
anxiety. To Sir William Jones every new 
feene was intereilipg, . and his mind, exer- 

ciied by incefTant ftudy and refle^on, pof- 

* *' » 

^ITed an inexhauftibl^* fund of fubjedis; which 
. Be could at j^leafure and apply tlo.the 

purpofes of recreation and improvejment, btit 
his application during his voyage was more* 
particularly diredled to thofe ftudies, by which 
he was to enlarge che requillte qualifications 
fqr dxfcharging. the duties of his public fta- 
tion, with fatisfa(ftion io himfelf. and benefit 

to the community*. 

• « 

* The following mcmomnclam wa« wmten by Sir 
• William Jones during his. voyage. 

Objects of Enquiry da/ing riiy residence in Asia. 

J . The Laws of the Hh/dus*and Mohammedans. 

*1. The History of the Ancient "Wbrld. 

S. Proofs and Illustrations of Scripture, 

Traditic^s concer^iing the Deluge, &c. 

:>. Modem Politics and Geography of Hindirnait. 

♦i. sBest Mode of governing Bengal, 
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: irhe following (hort letter to Lord Alh- 

burton, written a few jveeks after his cm-* 

•• 

7, Arithmetic and GeSmetry, and mixed Sciences of 
the Asiatics. * 4^ , 

Si Medicine, ^ hcniistry, ^Sur^rj, and Anatomv of 
the Indians. 

9. Natural Productions if India. 

10. Poetry, Rhetoric, and Morahtj* of A^ia. 

* • * 

1 1 . Mugtc of the EasternTNations. 

12. The Shi-King, or 300 Chinese Odes.* • 

13. iTh^best accounts of Tibct^aud-Ca^hmir. 

14. Trade, Manuft^rtures^ t\griculture, and ComnTei^ 

*of.InVa.^ • • • • 

15. Mogul Constitution, contained in the Dcfteri 

Aleinghiri, and Ayein Acbari. 

16. Mahttatta Constitution. ^ 

To print !lnd ]publish the Gospel •£ St. Luke in 

• Arabia. • » 

To publish Law Tracts In Verslah or Arabic. 

To priTit and publi^li the of J)ax id in Pjr* 

sian Verse. ^ . 

To compose, if God grant me Li5pj| 

1. Llements the Laws of England. 

A/tfdc?— Tihe ^ssay on Bailment— Arrstmilc. 

2. The History of the American War. 

• A/(7dc’Z— I'hucydides and Polybius. ^ * 

3. « Britain discovered, an Heroic Poem on the Consti- 

^ tution of England. Aiachinery. Hindu Gods. 

• » •# Hom*er. 

4. Speeches^ Political and Forensic. 

Dmoithenes.' 

if. Dialogues, Philosophical and •I^stOTical. 
Afo^r/-#-Pkto. 

6, Lettev. • Motel — Demostlienes and Plato. 

l|th Jnijr, 1783. Crocodile Frigate. 
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barkation, may not be uciiacceptable to the 
reader : 

Sir WILLTAiH. JOIdES to Lord ASH- 
• BURTON. . . 

April Q'it 1783 . 

Tour k!hd *lett^ found .me on 
board the Crocodile*: I Ihould hay£u,been 
'.very unhappy had iCtniiTed^me, fince I have 
long habituated myfeli to fet the highefl 
value on every word you fpeak, dnd every 
line vou write. Of the two inclofed letters 

to our friends, Impey.anfi* Chambers, I wUl 

• • • ' ^ , • *. 
take the greitcft care^ and will j^upctually, 

fdllovv 7001* iiired^ipns as to. the firft of 

them. My departure wa^ fudden indeed j 

but the -Admiralty werf fo ainxious for the 

failing of th*is frigate, and theij: orders were 

fo peremptory, •th^t it , was impollible to 

wait for any things but a* breeze. ’ Our 

voyage has hitherto been tolerably pleafaiit, 

and, lince^'e left*the Channel, very quick. 

VVe begin t<f lee albicores about the fhip, 

to 
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and to perceive^ an agreeable change of cli- 
mate. Our days, tliough Ihort, give me 
ample time for ftudy, recreation, and exer- 
cife j but my joy and^ delight proceed front 
the furprifmg Health and fpirits of Anna 
Maria, who joins me in afie^ionate* remem- 

braace<to Lady0{hbtirton. As to you, my 

« « 

dear.-JtOrd, we confider you^ as the fpring 
and fountain of .our ^lippinefs,- as the author 
and parent, '(a Roman would have c added, 
what the* coldnefs of our northern language 
will hardly admit) the god of our fortunes, 
it is poflibk indeed, that by inceflant labour 
•.and irkfoine attendaheet at' the bar, I. might 

• • • • ’ t 

in due time«have attained Ithat my ^ery 
limited ambition* could afpire te^ but in no 
other ftation than that which I owejto your 
friendftiip, could I have gratifle*d at once my 
boundlefs curiftfity concjermng the people of 
the Eaft, continued* the exerciCe of my pro- 
frilion, in whfch I fincercly delight, and en- 
joyed at the fame tinie the contorts of do- 
pieftic life. The ^rand jury of Denbigh- 
ihire, hajfre* found; I underftand, the bill 
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againft* the Dean of St. Afaph, for publiih- 

• ■■■> 

ing my dialogue; J>ut%as an indidment for 
a theoretical eflay on j^vemment was 1 be> 
Jieve never known, I have no appre- 

*h«nnon for the confeoumces. As to the 
do^rines iii the trad, though I ihall certainly 
not preach'' t&em to ihe Indians, who muft 
and will Sd governed by abfolute powtf^. yet 

1 ^all go through Ufe with^perfuafion, that 

S I • * ' ^ 

tional, that fubilantial 

freedom is both the daughter and parent of 

virtue, aiTd that virtue is the only fource of 

public and* private felicity.* Farewell. ^ 

• * * * 

•.In the cou^e'of the voyage '^e flopped 
at Madeira, ahd, in ten additional weeks of 
profperous failing from the nigged illands of 
Cape V^erdf arrived at Hinzuan or Joanna. 
0£ this inand,^ where he remained a fev^ 
days only, he has ^publifliad an interefling 
and amufing defeription. FJife expatiates with 
rapture his approach to i^ delineates* with 
the (kill of aj[i'artifl the beauties of the fcenc- 
ry,*and fketclies witli’lhe dife^iminating pen 
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of a philofopher, the chara^ers and fnanners 

( 

of the unpoliflied butthofpitahle natives. The 
novelty of the fceni ^wae attra^ve, and its 
impreilion upon his mind w'^^Tongly mailed 
by the following and elegant refledllcm, 
which in fubftance is more than once re> 
peated in his wirings If life were not 
“ tqp^^ort for the coniplete dUcharg'e of all 
“ our refpcftivf dutie^ public and private, 
“ and for the. acquif^on e:ven .of neceflary 
** knowledge in any degree of perfection, 
with how much pleafure and' improve- 
‘\ment mig^t a great part of it be fpent in 
admiring the beauties of this wonderful, 
“ orb, and contemplating the nature of - maft 
“ in all its varieties*!” . 

But it would be i^uftice to his memory, 
to pafs over without particular “notice, the 
^feniible and dignified rebuke^ with which* he 

' ^ t * 

repelled the rude atjtac^ of MufTulman hi- 

* 1 

gotry on the divinity of our Saviour. Dur- 
ing a viiit which he marie sto a natWe of the 
illand, a Coran was produced 'fer his infpec- 

c c 

^ Sir W|Ui?.m Jones’a Works, voL iv, p, 27#^ 
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tlon, jmtl his atteatidn was di* 

rented to a pafiage tn a’i:ommentar)r accufing 

the Chriftiafis of l^af}>H’emy, in cailing our 

Saviour tho Soij^f God. The commcn- 

Cator (he*rejglied) was luuch to blame for 

pailipg fo indifcriminate and hafty a cen> 

** fure ; tht title which ga^ your le^iilator, 

and "wlueh gives •you fuch offence, ^as 

“ a^ften applied’ in •yudea by a bold figure, 

• M, • * ^ • 

** agrpeably. to \he tubrew idiom, though 

“ unul'ual in Arabic, to angels, to holy men, 

** and evAi to' all mankind^ who«are com- 

manded* to call God their father ; and ^n 

“ fhis large Tenfe, theApoftle to the Romany 

•••calls the.de<3r the children of God, and 

• • • • 

“ theM efCah’the JirJl born among many bre- 
“ thren.'y but the words only begotten are ap- 
•‘ plied tratifcendantly and incomparably to 

“ him alone; and as for me, who believe 

• * . • 

•* the Scriptures which y<JU alfo prbfefs to 

t , 

** believe, though you aflert without proof 
*• that ^ have aitei^d them, I cannot refufc 

** him an appellation, though far furpaffing 

• • 

“ bijr reafon, by vvhidi he is difiioguilhed 



** in the GoTpel; and' the .l»eUererfr in Mcn 
hammed, who e|ipre(sly names him the 
** Meffiah, and pfonoimces him to have 
** been born of a virgin (g^ch alone nxight 

** fully jullify the phrafe condemned by i^ts 

<- » 

** author) are themfelves coademnahie, for 

** cavilling at v^;ords„ when they cannot oh- 

< 

V to the fubAance of our itiuth, con- 
** liftently with their o\vn*.’* « 

This quotation affdrds a decifive p^oof of 
the belief- of Sir William Jones, in the fub- 
lime dof^^ines of the Chriftian religion, flad 
he been an iniideh he would have fmiled at 

r 

the fcoifs of MulTulman bigotry ; and had 

« i 

he been mdifferent to lus faith, he wouM 
have been lilent,,on an occaAoit, where he 
could cxpe<A neither candour nor concellions 

from his antagonUfs. Indeed ke was weH 

« 

'aware, that a Religious 'difpute 'with thofe 

t r 

zealots^ would have been fruitlcfs and unfea^ 
foaable, and might have been dangerous ; but, 
as it was inconfiftcnt withjhis prl^^iples, to 
difavow or conceal what he iugmly believed 
• Sir 'W'illiam Jones’^'V^'^orks, voL iv. p. 26 ^, ‘ 
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and prdfefTed, he could not fuffisr the attack 
to pais without reprehttnlion, and he ground- 
ed it on premifes, which his opponents could 

not difpute, n^ did they venture to au- 

• • 

f\^er. 

From. Hilftuan to the Ganges, nothing 
material occurred,* and he ,^nded at .Calcutta, 
in September 1783. His reputajtion* had 
preceded his arrival,' whiah was anxioufly 
expe^ed, and Ibe ha^ the happinefs to find, 
that his appointment had difiiif^ a general 
fatisfaflidh, which his prefence now renderc*d 

complete. TKe Stud^ifts of. the Oriental 

• * * * 

languages were ea^dr to welcome a fcholasM 
*whofe erudi^on* in that branch of literature 
was unrivalled, antf .whofe labours and ge- 
nius had afiified their Mogrefs; while the 

*. . . . * • ■ 
public rejoiced in the pofieflion of a magif- 

trate, whofe probity and independence were 

• f • • 

no lefs acknowledged {han*his abilitifes. 

With what rapture' h^'himfelf confem- 
plated 1^8 new (tuation, may be more' eafily 
conceived <han defcribed. As a magiilrate 
of .the fupreme cpurt of jutjic^turc, he had 
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now that whicli'he ever ardent* 

ly defired, of devotiijg his talents to the fer- 
vicc of his native c6untry, and of promot- 
ing the happinefs of the conyfiunity in which 
he refided j while the hiftory, .antiquitiSs, 

f . ' ' 

natural produdions, artS) fciences, and lite- 
rature of Afia, cjjpened an exthniive and al- 
moft,J)OundIefs field to“ his enquiries. He 
was now placed limidft* ^f’people, whofe pre- 
tenfions to antiquity had hitherto' eluded re- 
fearcb, and whofe manners, religion, and 
cufioms, fiill retained the fame charadcrilli- 
ca^ peculiarities, by which they were origi- 
,^ally diftinguiflied. Time, who fpreads the 
veil of oblivion over the opmibn^ and work» 

f 

of mankind, wha annihilates* eq^'plres and 

I 

the records ^of their exiftcnce, had fpared 
the doctrines and language of tlie followers 
~f Brama, and amidft the i;avag6s of con- 

« if “ ^ i*. ^ 

queft and opprefiions of , tyranny, leemed to 
protect witly pare'fttal -care fonie of the earlieft 
monuments of his reigni jTie Hi ptioos in 
faft prefented to the obfervation ^f Sir Wil- 
liam Jones,^a^ living ,pi^ure of antiquity: 
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and although tke colouring might bedbnte- 

what faded and dbfcured, the Uneam^ts of 

» • • 

the original charafter iwere ftill dilcemible 
by the moft fi^erficild obferver, whilft he 

tejnarked .thefn whh difcrimination and 

# 

rapture. 

In Dectm^ *<^83, he (entered upon his 

e • 

judicial ffln£tions, and, at the opening of the 
fq^ions, delivered *d.us *fir^ charge to the 
grand jur^j* TPhe pifblic had formed* a high 
eftimate of bis oratorical powersj nor 1 were 
they difappointed. His addrefs v^^as elegant, 
concife, ^nd appropriate j the ^expofition^ of 
hi% fentiments and ‘principles was equally^ 
•manly and chnciliato^, and calculated to 
infpire 'general fatiifad^ion, as the known 

fmcerity of his character was a tell of his 

* • 

adherence.to his profeffions. In glancing at 
dlifention^y wljich, at no rpmote period, half 
unfortunately prev^led between the*fupreme 
executive and judicial powtrs in Bengal^ he 
fhewei\^that th^y might jind ought to be 
avoided, that the fundions of both were dif- 
tind* and could be e*yerciIed^without danger 
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colli^on, in promoting what ihould be 
the objed of both, the public good. 

P * 

In the intervals o£t leifure from his profef* 
iional duties, he diii^ed ^is attention to 
frientiiic objeiSls ; ,he fcfon faW thf t the field 
of refearch in India; ‘%as of an extent to 
baffle the indul^ of any individual; and 
that whatever fuccefs might attend his own 
Indefaugkble labours, U, could only be ex- 

r * * . » 

plored by the uniied efforts fjf many. With 
thele ideas, he devifed the inllitution of a 
fociety in Calcutta, on the plan^ of thofe 
eftablilhed in the principal cities of Europe, 
as bell calculated to expitc and facilitate the 

t *’ < » 

enquiries of the ingenious,. as. .affording the 
means of preferving the numerous little trads 

* 9 

and ellays, which otherwife would be loft to 
the public, and of .concentrating all the va- 
.luable knowledge, which .might be obuuned 
in Afia, The fujgg^ftion was received with 
the^greateft^ fatisl§!iAion by feveral gentlemen 
to whom he communicated dt, and t|^e mem- 

< C , 

bers of the new affociation afiembled for 

the firft time, in January 1784. 

• ^ 
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The repetition of a narrative which hae 
already appeared in ieveral pul}ltcations% 
may be deemed fuperfluous ; but a detail of 
the circumftanceB^attemling the formadmi of 
alk^nftitutiop, Cf which Sl^ William Jones 
Was no/ only tjie foun^tflr, but the brlghteil: 
ornament, oanoot y^ith ^proppety be omitted 
in the memoirs of his life. 

Jt had been rcfoiwd. tO follow, nearly 
as poffible, th*e plan of^thfe lR.oyal Society in 
London, of which the King is the patron, 
and at the firft meeting, it was therefore » 
agreed, to addrefs the Governor-General and 
Coftncil of Hcngal,* explaining the objects of 
the fociety, and folicitirfg the honour of their 
patronagd, which was granted in the moft 
flattering terms of approbation. The men*- 
bers next proceeded to the nomination of a 
president: und as Warren Haftings, Efquire,- 

then Governor-Genferal of (ndia,- had.diftin- 

•• • 

guilhed himfelf ^ the firft JiberaJ proinofcr 
of ufeful\|cnowled|;e in Bengal, and efpeeially 

* Asiatic Reftarches, vol. I. Introduction. The ac- 

cotint is omitted in the wofkS of Sir William Jones. 

• • 

Uttarpara T>ub!{c^i;,ibnitT 

Acen. 
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as the great cncourager of Perlian :&ii« 
^rit literature, they deemed him entitled to 
every mark of diftiu^ion, which it was in 
their power to offer : and ajihough they w^ere 
aware, that the numertous and important du> 
ties of his public fl^ibn, might proi^ an in- 
furmountable o|>je&ion to hils ^cquiefcencc, v 
they heverthclefs determined tp fqjiicit his 
accepta&ee of the honorary title of prefident 
of the I'ociety, as'^a ^uff tribute of refpedt, 
which the occafion Teemed to demand, and 
< which could not have been omitted, without 
an appearance of inattention to his diftin> 
guiihed merit. 

The application was received with the ag» 
know'ledgmeht due to tlie motives*which dic- 
tated it : but *Mr. Haftings, for the reafons 
which had been anticipated, declined his ac- 
. ceptance of the proffered title, and “ begged 
“ leav.e to • relign his prttenfions to the gen- 
*‘^tleraafi,^who;(p genius had planned the in- 

Aitutlon, and was mpfl (Sipable oJhbondu^- 

ing it, to the attainment of the great and 
“ Tplendid purpofes of* its formation.” . Sir 
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Jones, upon the rec^pt of ^is ait< 

'fwer, was imihediat^y apd unanimoufly re> 

quelled to accept the prefidency of the foclety, 

.On this occalion, he addrefled the following 

to Mr. Hadings : \ 

0 * 

MY DJ^AR SIR;. 

“ liidependently of (Ay general pre- 

fumption; tfiit whatever you determine Is 

right, I cannot but adjnit th^ folidity of jhe 

reafons, . which induce you to decline that 

precedence, to which, if our fociety were in 

its full vigouV intlead of being ip its” cradle, 

you would have a title paramount to all, who ' 

have 1}.^en, are; or w^l be, in this country. 

♦Evfery part of ygiurletjer (except, that which 

your kind indulgence maketT fo, honourable 

to me) carries with it the.cleareft conviSion. 

* » 

Your lirll reafOn (namely, an unwillingnefs to 

* n • 

accept an honorary trud, apd want of leifure 

* j 

for one, that may require an a^ive part) mud, 
appear latisfadlory to all. I trulls you 
conlider ouf aift as proceeding folely from oiir 
anxiety to givtf you that dillinflion, which 
jufticd qbliged us to give? As myfelf, \ 
Ij/e—V. II. Q 



eou!dl never have been fatisfied. If, in 

ing the Tea of knWl^ge,,! had^len. in nddi * 

a jQttjp oi your rate asid ftation, without ftrik** 

lag my flag. One thmg a^re, my dear Sir, - . 

I muft aflure yo|i of, that iA whatever ii{aa> 

ner your obje^ions*!iad been ^ated,\ ihould 

^ • 

have thought t|iem juft, and •wife; and if it 

• • 

were not for the pleafuse, which .youc friendly 
commuAication^of them Jias given me, I (hould 
repent of the trouble •which oiir intended ho> . 
mage has occaHoned. 

I reti^ Mr. Turner’s letters, .with many 
thanks for tfie entertainment which Lady J. 
and myfelf have received f^m them. I 

promife myfelf mu(*h delight .and infti^u^ion 

• .• **• ^ * 

from his conve^fation, and ho^e that when 

he ihall think, proper to communicate a re« 
lation of his travels % he will prefer'our fo- 
ciety to that of London. I wiH pay my re- 

** This relation yas published in 1800, under the title 
of ** An* Account of anTSm&assy,to the Court of Teshoo 
^ Lamain^ibet j*^ 8^c., by {Captain Samuel Turner. It 
is exceedingly curious and interesting. The Author, whose 
amiable manners and good qualities had endeared him to 
hi^ fiiesids, i^as seized with an apoplely as he was walk- 
ing the streets of Londopj md died within two^days. 
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ij^s' to* you in the evening *an^ am con- 
cerneci> from a felfifh mdtive, that the pla^ 

• where t now ^te, wi^ To foon lofe one o{ 
’its greateft adv^tag^ Believe me to be« 

with unsigned regard,\lc^r Sir, 

* Your faithFul iiad obedient fervant, 

* William JoneIs. 

r#*# •*’# in 

• • ^ 

To this public ahi’jgrivafi^ record of .the 
Inerit of Mrl Haftings, in promoting and en- 
courag^ng the purfuits of literature in AHa, 
the addition of any further teftimony muft 
be fuperfluous ; yet I cannot deny'myfelf th<? 
latisfa&ion of Hating Jbrieily the grounds of 

' his claims to that diitindbion, which excited 

• * ^ 

the acknowledgments and pfon:^>ted the fb- 
Ucitation of the fociety. 

• * . r 

Mr. Haftidgs entered into the fervlce of 
the £aft-India company, with all the aid- 
vantages of a regular daBical Education, and 
with a mind ftrongly impreUed ‘^ith the 
pleafures of literature. *The common diatede 
of Bengal, after his arrival in that country, 
foon bepame familiar to hhn ; and a^a 
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when the ufe and importance of the Perfian 
language were l^cely fijilpeded, and when 
the want of that graihmatical and philological 
affiftance, which has facilitated the labours of 
fucceeding fhideiKs, r^idered" the attainmfilt 
of it a taik of peculiar difficulty, he acquired 
a proficiency in it., I£s futcefs not only 

a « 

contributed to make known the advantages of 

the acquifition,. but ptoved ah inducement 

to others to follow’’ hil example, 'and the ge-^ 

neral knowledge of the Perfian language, 

' which has been fince attained by the fervants 
« 

of the £a(l>India company, hai confpired 
to produce political eSedts of the greatefl na- 
tional importance, by promoting and acc^lc- 
rating the improvements, which Have taken 
place in the iyftem of internal adminiflration 
in Bengal. * ' . * 

If Mr. Haflings cannot claim^the merit of 
hainng himfelf explored tire mine of Sanferit 
literature, hews eminentN’ entitled to the 
j^raife of having invited ^d libendly encou* 

the refearches of others;. But he has a 
claim to commendstfiohs of a higher nature ; 
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^ for a condud no lefs favourjible to the caufe 
of literature, than to th^ advancement of the 

* Britifh influence in India, by removing that 

* r^rve and difljuft in the profelibn of the 
Braminieal l^aith, whi%.had taught them to 
view with fuiptcion all attempts to ihveftigate 
their code, and to appre!iend*the in&ingement 

• • • t 

■ of ib ordinances, in our pditical ruia* 
imfiortance of. his fuecefs wilT be readil;^ ac« 
knowledged by thofe, whofe obfervalion qua- 
. lilies them to form a due ellimate of it : and 
to thofe who have not had the advantages of 

local experience, the oommunication of m^ 

• * • • 

own may not he unfatisf}£tory. 

The fpirjt'of the 'Mohammedan religion 
is adverfe tb every appearance of idolatry, 
•and the conqueft of Hioduftan by the Muf* 
^fulmans, was profecuted with the zeal of a 
religious crufade. Xhe rage* of profelytifm 
was united with the*ambition of dominion, 

• t ^ • 

and the fpbverfion^of the Hindu fuperftition 

*• * • . 

was always conlidAred a religious obligation, 
the difeharge bf which might indeed be fuf- 
pendfed by political conlideratioiy:, but idould 
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never be renounced: and, notwitHftanding 
occa£ional marks of deration in fome of tlge 
Cin^^ors of Hinduiian, or their viceroys,, 
their Hindu fubjediis were ever beheld by 

' » C m 

them, in the cohtemj[*tuous Ught of infidids 

imd idolaters. They were of ^urfe naturally 

diipofed to appi^hend the effe^s'of a limilar 

bigotry and intolerance in thdir European 

governors, fo w^ely dHctiminated from them* 

fdves in manners, langu^e, <and r^^on* 

The Bramins, too, (who had the feelings 

common to Ae bulk of the peoj^le,) deemed 

l^mfelves preclilded by laws, in their opi* 

0 

nion of facred and eliemal obligation^, from 
any dcveloppent of th^ir'feqret dodrinesr to 

^ t 

a race of people;- who could 'only be ranked 
in the loweft of the four clafles of mankind, 
and to whom, with little exception, their fe- 
crecy and referve had hitherto proved impe* 

• m 

netrable. To furn^ount thefe obftacles, to 
iUbdue the jeiloufy and prejudices of the 

t t 

Bramins, and to dimidilh the appxehenAons 

of the people at large, required a condudt re- 

• • 

liberal and etjuiUble 
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pnnciple^, and the influence of pedboal 
tefeottrfe and condlktid*. The cmhpilatioiiK 
of a code of laws by F^ndits, convened by 
the invitation of Mr. Haftitigs* the Peifiah 

veiiion 9 f it; nyide un^er thbir immediate in- 

• *• 

^dion, and the tranfiation of the Bagvhat 
Geeta, a w6rlt containing aV the gra^d myf- 
teries oPthTe'Bramini^al Fauth, are incontro- 
veitible proofs of the*jti‘ccefs,ef his efforts, to 
inlpire. confidence in minds where difliruft 
was habitual, while a variety of iiiHiil puh* 
lications, uhdertaken at his fuggeftioo, de- 
monftratc the beneficial jeffeds ^of lus paw 
pronage and dicourage*ment of Oriental Ute- 
riture. ^ , , 

Amongfl the ’original members of the fbde- 
.ty, who.fubfcribed the addrefs tp the Go- 
vernor-General and Counal, propofing the 

inflitution, will be fOund the names of feveral 

• • 

who have diflingulfh^d themfelves b/ their 
proficiency in C5ricntal leafningj of Mk*. 
William Chambers* ^hofe knowledge of die 
dialeds on the coaft of Coromandel, as well 
as of j^erfian and Arabic literature, tyas cptical 
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and extenfiy^ and his leafl: praife; of A|r. 
Francis Gladyryd, the author of nuuiy works, 
calculated to alfifl tht; Undents of the Perfian 

e 

^guage« the tranllator of various Oriental 
manufcripts, and.parti<|^larly'of the inftitU^ 

of Akbar, the wifeff,' ^eateft» and moft to- 

8 ' ' ^ 

lerant monarch, that.ever (wayed the 

m. c 

of ludia^i of Captrin Charles ' Hamilton, 

^ Hic tolerarioivof AkBar^^and h» curiosity to ins- 
tigate the religious tenets of other have exposed 

him to the charge of heresy amongst the Mohammedans 
in general. * In a collection of his letters, publhhed by 
bis learne4 minister Ab-ul-iiizli there i$»one addressed 
to the king of 'Portugal, in which he censures in the 
strongest terms, the slavish propensity of mankind, to 
isdopt the religipus principles of their fathers and those 
amongst whom they have been brpught up, without ca- 
dence or investigation j he avows his< o^i^ pleasure and 
profit, in conversing with the learn<’a pia)fessors of dif- 
ferent persuasion?, and desires that some person of that 
character, conversant in^ the Oriental and* European 
languages, may be sent to him. He also requests trans- 
lations of the htavenlj/ booh,, the Pentarteuch, Psalms, 
and pospels, or of any others of general utility. 

In a code of instmetions, sgecifically addressed to the 
oncers of his cmpi|;e, I find the fwo following passages: 
** Do not molest mankind on account of tbpir religious 
principles. If ia the affairs of this world, which are 
^ transitory and perishable, a prudent r^an is guided by a 
regard to his interest ; syll. less, in spiritual concerns, 
ai«,ete]^nal, whiffet he retains his senses^ he 



who piAliflied a tranfla^nttf the 

• * 

code of Mohammedan t^ws, whim has heda 
'found of grtat ufc in adminifttadon of 
jullice In Bengal ; aild of Charl^ H^^kins, 

fTquirey tHc EngUihmdh who acquired a 

* *• 

cridcal, knowledge of the language of the Bra* 

mins^and wholly the application of rar; talents 

and induffry, by.hls'own perfonal exert^tHO, 

invented and caft f^es* of .the Debnagree, 

PerfiCi and *Beng&lefe c^iant&ers, in fuch peF> 

fedion, that no fucceeding atteiflpta have 

exhibited any improvement upon his labours. 

Of thefe names, two only furvive. • 

_ • * • 

The lofs.hf Mr.^ Chambers muftbe par- 
ticularly lamenled, by all who feel an intereft 
in communicating a knowledge of the doc- 

, ** adopt lyhat is pernicious. If truth'be on his side, dt> 

• 

not djppose it and molest him ; but if it be with you, and 
** he from want of understanding should have imbibed 
erroneous notions, ignorance is his malady, and he is 
** to be considered an object of ^four companion and 
** assistance, not of molestation and severity. Keeg on 
« good terms with the upright and virtuous of all 
“ suasionh . ^ , 

The best adoration, which man in this world can 
** pay to his MXker, is duly to administer the affliirs of his 
** cveatures, discarding passion and affection, and ivithotit 
distinction of friend or foCi relaiionj^r stranger/* 



trines of ilalvatloiv (o the natives of India. 
k» ast eatly period of life he ikw and felt 
the truth and imp^ance of the Chriftian 
iteligion» and ivhile his own condudt ex- 
hibited the iirength of his coavi£Iion» •'he 
thtmghc it a duty to en^loy hi» talents and 
acquirements in diiTemiaating amongft the 

un^ght natives a knowledge of thlit faith, 
•, *■ 

>which he regarded of Supreme imd univerfal 
importance. In this view, *he determined to 
undertake a tranllation of the New Tellamcnt 
into Perhan, and devoted all his leifurc to the 
pj^rformance. of this talk, w’ith the" moH zeal- 
ous folicitude to make it accurate; buf he 
had not completed half the* Qofpel of St. 
Matthew, when it pleafed Providence to call 
him out of .this life. 

Such, amongft * others, were the original 
members of the fociety formed at Calcutta, 
for enquiring int® the hiftory, antiquities, the 
natural produflions, arts, fcrences, and litera- 
ture of Afia, ynder tlie t! patronage of Sir 
William Jones, who at the firft imeeting after 
the inftkution was completed, in his capacity 
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of prefident, unfolded, in 4il|;aiit iind 

prc^riate addreis, the *pbje£b ptiopdfed for 

their refearches, and cQ^luded with a pro- 

mife, which he amply difchai^d, cf ebmr* 

nmnicat^g the refult of hi^ own ftudies and 

enquiries. That he might be qualified to 

perform thh promife. In a^ manner woitiiy 

his high reputation, * as well as from minie 

commanding motivcs^lie det^mined to comi- 

mence, without l<3fs of ‘time the ftudy of the 

Sanferit. His refledion had before fuggefted, 

that a knowledge of this ancient tongue would 

be of the §;reatcfi: utility, ^ in enabling him tp 

dif(fhai^e with confidence and fatisfadion to 
* ® • 

Inmfelf, the dujdepof a judge; and hefoondif- 

covered, ' whaf fubfequent ‘experience fully 

m 

^ confirmed, that no reliance coul^ be placed 
on the opinions or interpretations of the pro- 
felTors of the Hindu law, un^eis he were qua- 
lified to examine their authorities and ’quota- 
tions, and deted their errors and mifreprefenta- 
tions. i5tk the ot]j^er*hand, knew that all 
attempts to explore the religion or literature 
of In^ia, through any 'other medium than a 
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knowledge of the Sanrcrit, muft be imperfect 
and unfatisfadtory; •it was evident, that the 
moft erroneous and difcordant opinions on 
thefe fubjeds, had been circulated by the 
ignorance of thofe who had. cdlleded their 
information from oral commiihications only, 
and th|it the pidlures 'exhibited in Europe, of 
the religion and literature of Indfa, could only 
be compared to- the niatp's conftmSed by the 
natives, in which every pofition is diftortcd, 
and all proportion violated. As a lawyer, he 
knew the value and importance of original 
documents and records, and as a fcholar and 
man of fcience, he difdained the 'idea of amuf-. 
ing the learned world, with fecondary in- 
formation on fubjefls which had' greatly in- 
terefted their curiofity, when he .had the 

* a 

means of accefs to’ the original fourccs. He 

was alfo aware, -that mucTi was expeded by 
« ^ 

the literati in El^fope, from his fuperior abi- 

‘ i 

litles and learniftg, and he felt the ftrongeft 

i / 

inclination to gratify fheir expeflations in 
the fulleft poflible extent. ' * 

Of his time he hat! early learned tOi be a 
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•r 


rigid economift and he frequently regretted 
•the facrifices of it, which cuftom or ceremony 
extorted. An adherenc^ to this principle* 

t 

, while it retrained in fome degree his habits 
of*focial intercourfe, necefl^rily limited his 
correfpondence*with his* ‘friends. From the 

few letters Mriiidh he wrote, I lhall now feledf 

• « 

fuch, as.defcribe his feelings, thoughts, and 
occupations, -a few ingnths only after his ar- 
rival in Bengal. , * • • * • 


Sir WILLI AM JONES to Mr. Juftice HYDE. 

Friday Evming, at the Chambers, ^an. 1784 . 

DF.AR Sm ; • . ’ 

. • • 

• ’ l^amlochimd has rrifed my cu- 

rWjfity by telling me, that when you had oc- 

* As a projf of the strict regularity of Sir WiUiaxtt 
Jones in the application of his umt*> the* reader is present-* 
• cd with a transcript of a card in his own writing. It 
contains, indeed^ the o<;cupati|pis >^hich he had prescribed 
• to himself in period of the following year \ bttt 
serve as a sample of the manner in w'bich he devoted his 

'a • 

leisure hours at all times. • 

SaiLY Stuwe^ ‘ 
for the 

Long V^eftion of 1185: 

Morning One letter. 

Ten ehapUrs of the Bible^ 

Sanscrit Grimmar. 

Hindu Law, &c. / 
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clfdHDn to recdve the evidience of feme Mugs, 
they produced a boo^ in llhilnge fquare cha- 
ra&ers, which they caUed ZuSdor. Now Zu- 
hoor is the name by which the Pfalms of 
David are known in Afia. „May fiot tfcis 

f * ' 

book be the Pfalms in old Hebrew. or Sa- 
xnaritan, and the people a fe<3: of Jews ? Can 
you give me any information on this head ? 

^ a 

Sir'N^ILLIAM JONEo toMr. Juftice HYDE. 

Garden t Mat/ H, 1784^ 
Many thanks, my dear Sir, for 
your kind concern and attention. I was on 
the ky Col. Tolly’s houfe in the midft 

of -the ftorm, my horfes mjyi with the fear of 
the lightning,’ and my carriage every moment 
in danger of being overfet by the wind ; I 
was wet to the ikin^ and faved from'worle 
Inconvenience by the diligence of my fer- 
vantSj.who took^ofF the horfes and drew the 
4bfriage to a pl|ice of fafecy. 1 am never- 
thelefs in good healthy but Lady, Jones is 

AJterrmn Indian Geography. 

Evening Roman ftistory. 

\phess. Ariostq. 
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not recovered from a feveite: 

rheumatifm, attended wilfr aTever. 

• I 

Remember that 1 am* always ready to re- 
lieve you at the chambers in die Loll Bazar *, 
and will cheerfully take the llb^uring oar 
next month if you plekfe; afpedally^ as f 
propole to fpend th^ ioi^ vacation in a floa^ 
ing faoufr»«apd to leave Calcutta as foon aa 
the fellion is over : . but *I Iball return dead 
or alive before* tha 22^ ^ October. { anrinex- 
prellibly amufed by a Perlian tranHation of an 
old Sanfcri^ book, called SiryBha’gwat, wiiicit 
comprizes almoft.the whol^ of the Hindu m- 
ligien/and contains the life and achieveraeats 

of Crijhen ; it is by ^ the moft eiitertaanine 

* * * *• * 

book, on<dkcount of its novelty, and wildnef^ 

that I ever read. 

^ ^ • 

Farewell, and belidve ‘me, dear Sir, 

• Ever affedionately yours, 

ViilLLIAM JokES. 

« 

* A hou^e in CalcuUn, where the ptiisr.e judges of tJic 
Supreme Court of Judicature attended by rotation in th<t 
evening, as justioes of the peace* 
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SirWlUJAM JONES to Dr. PATRICK 
1RUSSEI.. 

^ ^ Calcutta, March 10 , 1784 . 

You would readily excufe my delay in 
anfwering oJiliging letter, i£ you coutd 

t ^ 

form an idea of the ih^eflant huriy and con- 
fulton, in which 1 have been kept ever iince 
my arrival in Bengal, by necefi^y bufmefs, 
or necefliiry formalities.,. i^nd by the difficulty 
of feUling myfelf to my mind, in a country 
fo different from that which 1 have left. I 
9 fa indeed at beft, but a bad corr^pondent ; 
for I never wiite by candle-light, end find fo 
much Arabic or Perfian to read, that all oxy 
leifure in a morning; is*^ hardly fuificient for 
a thoufandth part of the reading that would 
be highly agre^ble and ufeful' to me ; and as 
I purpofe to Ipend. tht long vacation up the 
country, I wilh to be a match, in converfation 
with the learned natives, whom I may happen 
to .meet. 

I rejoice that you are. fo* near, but lament 
that you are not nearer, and am not without 
hope, that you may, one day be tempted to 



vUk where I flatter myself yotl #iU 

^ve me as much of 3(001* company as poflible. 

Many thanks for youf kind hints in regard 
to my health. As to me, 1 do not expedf, as 
toilg as I^Aa3t in India, to be fre#&om a bad 
digeftion, the morbus literatorum, for which 
there is hardly any .remedy, but ablHnence 
from too much food,* literary and culinary. 
I ri^ before the fun, ‘«Jid bath^ after a gentle 
ride ; my dibt is light and *fparing> and I go 
early to reft j yet the activity of my mihd is too 
ftrong for my conftitution, thoi^h naturally 
not inftnn,*and 1 mud be fatisfied witll * 


valetTidinarian'ilate of Uealthi. If you fhould 

• • % • ' 

meet with any chrlbfities on the ,coaft, either 
in your botanical rambles or *In reading, and 
will communicate them to our fociety, latdy 
inftituted for enquiring into the hiftory, civil 
*and natural, Ihe antiquities, arts, fciences, and 
literature of Alia, we fhall givdyou our hearty 
thanks.. There is an Abylfiifian here, who 
Tenew Mr.* Bruce an GVender# 1 have exa- 


mined him, and he confirms Bruce’s account. 
Every ^ay fupplies me With fomething new 
Jj/e—v. ir. D ^ , 
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in Oriental learning, and if 1 were to ftay 
here half a cen^ry 
amnfed. 

Sir WILLlA^f JONES to 

• ,^j»ri7l3, 1784. 

r 

* * * ,« , * 4 ^ » 

« 

I am difcouraged from writing to you 

? t 

as copioufly asrt wifh-i’/by the fear that my 
letter may never reach you'. I indole how- 
ever a hymn to the Indian cupid, which is 
here faid to be the only corred fpecimen of 
HiAdu mythology, that has appeared ; it is 
certainly new and quite origindl, cxcepf the 
form of the llanza, \^hi6h *|s. Milton’s. •* I 

add the charadcflr of I.ord Alhburton, which 

« 

my zeal .for his fame prompted me to 
publifli *. 

■'**LorJ Ashburton dioJ oi^ the ISih of August 17S3, 
His character, written by Sir William Jones, is published 
ii> vol. viii. of his wjrks, page 53 I transcribe from it 
the la.st paragraph, as a jiroof of the gratitudaand sensibi-^ 
lity of the writer. « • 

For some, months before his dcatlj, the nursery had 
been his chief delight^ ,and gave him more plca.surc 
** than the cabinet could ha\e aflbrded: but this parental 


I ihoutd be ctmtxnually 

X 

f 



*Had I dreamt that the t^alo^e would have 

made fuch a dir, 1 £houl^ certainl^r have taken 

.more pains with it. 1 will never ceaie to 

avdW an4 judi^ the dodtriae comprifed in 

> it. I meant it merely as an imitadon of 

* • 

one of Plato’s, where a. boy wholly jgno- 
rant' of geometry, js made by a few dmple 
quei^ions to demondrate a {)r 9 pofition, and 
I intended to. inculcate, that the principles 
of government were fo obvious and Intel- 
ligible, that •a clown might be brought 
to underdanfl them. As to* railing fedition,. 

] as ifluch thought of raffing a church. 

• * • 

aifeetion, which hail been a source of so^nuch felicity, 
vras . probably ajcause of his fatal illacss. He had lost 
one son, and expected to lose another, w^en the author 
“dof this painful tribute to his memory, parted* from him, 

** U'ith tears in his.eyes, little hoping to see him again in 
a perishable staie. As he perceives, without affectation, 

** that his tears now steal from him, anffbeginjto moisten 
** the paper on which he writes, he rtluctaiitly leaves a 
subject, which he could not soon hav^ exhausted^ and, 
when he also shall resign his life to thereat Giver .of 
** it, he de$ires*na other d||coT^tion of hjs humble grave- 
• •• stone, tlian this honourable truth: 

** Witlt none to flatter, none to recommend, 

** DuldNiNG approv'd, and marS’d him as a friend.” 

D2 ^ 



My dialt^ue contuns my fydein, which 
I lukiie ever avowed* and,ever will avow ; but * 
1 pei&^y ageee (ani^ no man of foimd in- 
can dUagree) that fuch a fyftem is 
wholly iaap^dicable to this country, whore 

millions of men are* io wedd^ to inveterate 

# . 

prejudices and habits* that if ‘liberty could be 
forced upon them by Britain* it would make 
them as nuferable is tb^ cruelell defpotifm. 

-A * * • * 

Prayiemembei'mS affcdlion^rely to all my 
friends at the bar, whom I have not time to 
enumerate, and alTure my academical and pro* 
/e^lonal friends** ^at I wUl writt: to them all 
when I liave leifure. ’ FareweU, &c. * * 

Sir WIlLiAM JONES to i^HARLES 
. ‘chapman, Efq. 

f 

Gardens, near Allipors, April 26, 1784. 
Alloyv me, dear Sir, tef give you th6 
warlneft thankc in my'own natbe, and in chat 

r 

x>£ our infant fociety, for* the pleafiire which 
we have received from,' your inferefting ac- 
count of Cochin-china, with^onfiderable ex- 
trads from which* we have been favoured by 
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our patrons. Our meetings :g:e Well 
and the fociety may red|ly be (aid, confide* 
ing the recent time of Its eftiibtiniment, to 
flourilh. 

* • V, 

We hive heoi ratherandilpofed, the weather 
being fttch as we had no idea of in England, 

exceflive heat at noon, and an inceflailt high 

* • * ' 

wind from morning to night $ at this moment 

• ® • 

it Uows a hurricane;* |ind m^ ftudy reminds 
me of my cabin at lea. Our way of life how- 
ever is quite paftoral in this retired Ipot ; as 
my prime favourites, among alV our pets, are 
two large Englilh Ihe^, Which came with ds 

from* Spithead, and, having narrowly efcaped 

• •• • 

the knife,, orb *to live as long and as happily 

with us as they can; they follow us for bread, 

•and arp perfeftly dome&ic.. We are literally 

lulled to fl^p by Periian nightingales, and 

ceafe to wonder, that the Bulbul, with a 

• ^ * 

tboufand tales ^ mjjtes fuch a figure in Oriental 
poetry. .Since I am refolved to fit regularly 
in court as long as I am well, not knowing 
how foon I may be forqed to remit my atten- 
tion td bufinefs, I ihall not be at liberty to 
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enter my tmdgerow till near the end of July, 

t 

and muft be again i^' Calcutta on the 22d of 
O6:ober, fo that myttime will be very limit- 
ed ; and I fhall wifli if poffible to fee Benares. 

• * ' ♦ * f . * • 

c 

The prindpal obje<5b of his meditated ex*> 

* 

curfloii was to open* fources of information, 
on topics entirely new In the republh: of let- 
ters. The indifpofitidit which he mentions, 
not without apprehenlions.bf its. continuance, 
had not ‘altogether left him when he com- 
menced his journey, and during ‘the progrefs 
•f it returned with a fevfirity, which long 
held the public in aiixious fufyenfe, ’ before 
any hopes could be entertained pf its favoiJlr- 

able termination. 

« 

The auihor of thefe memoirs faw him in 

c 

Auguft 1784, at ‘the houfe of a friend in the 
vicinity of Mocfflhedabad, languid, exhaufted, 
and emaciated, » in a Hate of very doubtful 
cbnvalefcence ;*but his mind had fuifered 
ho depreffion, .and exiiihjted all it's habitual 
fervour. In his converfation he.fpoke with 
rapture of the courttry, of the novel jind in- 
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C«fefting (biiFces opened to HU refisardies, and 
feemed to lament HU fufi&rings, only as im* 
pediments to the profecwion of them. From 
Moorlhedabad he proceeded to Jun^pore, at 
the diftance of a day *s journey only, and from 
thU place continued his correfpondence, which 
defcribes hia condition. • 

Sir WILLIAM JONE'S .to CHARLES 
*X5 hAPMAn; Efq. 

August ZOt 1784 . 

Nothing but a feries ^of Icvere at- 
tacks of illhefs cduld hav^ prevented my r»> 
plying* long a^o to your friendly letter. After 
rSiifting them.^y temperance. and exercifr 
for fome time, I was quite crveipowered by a 
.fever, which has confined me ten weeks to 
my couch, but is now almoft entirely abated, 

though it Has left me in- a ftate of extreme 

• • 

weaknefs. I had a relapfe^t Raugamutty, 
which obliged me to ftay thfee weeks at A*f- 
zalbang, where the»ju9gment and attention of 
Dr. Glas, prevented perhaps ferious confe- 
queAc<;s. I have fpent tdro days at this place, 
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ind I find mf£eM fo much better, thid 1 
pofe to continue n^y voyage this evening i 
whether 1 fiutll be nble to go fardser than 
Patna, (I long to fee Benares) is very uncer- 
tain. This is otUy the iecon4 attempt I have 
made to write fince my illnefs ; and as^ I 
hold my pen with feme riiificulty, I will fay 
no more than that I am, with "great ef- 
teem, &c. 

P. S. I cannot help adding, that your pro- 
pcdal of extrafting fuch parts of your very 
interefting narrative concerning Oochin-china, 
you may think proper to depofit among 

the archives of our fociety, is the very thing 

/ 

I wiihed, and 1 really think' it will be onetif 
our moft valuable tra^s *■, 

** The extracts alluded to, have not yet appeared in 
the Asiatic Researches. The voywge which led to that 
narrative, was undertaken an the following occasion : 
Two Mandarins o£ Cochinchiha, had been accidentally 
brodght to Calcutta^ in 1778*; the Governor-General of 
India, W* Hastings, Esc]^, from motives of humanity and 
policy, furnished the means of their return to their na- 
tive country, and Charles Chapntan, Esq., at his own re- 
quest, was appointed to accompany them with a public 
commission, with instructions to establish, if practicable, 
a commercial intercourse^ between the Company’s -setilc- 
tnents in India and Cochinchina, and to procure such 
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But' his thotrghtj ar^^ittehtion wereiiot 

confined to the periihClTlI concerns of this 

world only; and what was the fbbje^k of his 

meditatibns in Jiealth, yjsis more forcibly imo 

prefled, upon his mind during illnefs. He 

knew the duty of feflgnation to the wiQ of 

his Mailer* and of dependence on the merits 

of* a Redeemer ; aif(| 1 And thefe fentiments 
• • • • ? 
cxprefled in a fhort prayer, which he com- 

pofed during his indifpolition in September 

1 784, and >rhich I here infert • 

" O thou Beftow^r of all Good! ifrit 

** ^^afe theft to continue my eafy talks in 

**thi8 life, .gjanf me ftrengtb to perform 

“ them as a faithful fervant ^ but if thy wif- 

, “ dom hath willed to end them .by this thy 

t * • 

“ vifitation, admit me, not weighing my un- 
** worthinefs, but through thy mercy declared 
in Chrift, into thy heaverfly manfions, that 
I may continually advance* in happinefs, ’by 

privileges and advantages for EngMsh vessels resorting 
thither, as the gpverntnent of that country might be dis- 
posed to grant, * ^ 



** advancing in time knowledge and awful love 
“ of thee. Thy wiU be.done !” 

I quote with pamcular (atisfadion, this 
fhoit but deciiive teftimony of the religious 
principles of Sir William Jones, t Among 
many additional proofs, which might be given 

I 

of them, is the following fliort prayer, com- 
pofed on waking, July' 2 7,. 1785,* at'fea, alfo 
copied from own \fyiting ; ' , 

“ Gracioully acdepl our thanks, thou Giver 
** of all Good, for having- preferved us an- 
** other ;(iight, and bellowed oi> us another 
** day. O, grant that on this diy, wc may 
“ meditate on thy law'with joy/ul ven6ralion, 

f " * 

and keep it in all Qur*adions, witli linn 

• * 

obedience.” . 

Minute circumftances frequently tend to 
mark and develop charader. As a ‘farther 
inllance of this obfervation, however trifling 
it may appear, the application by Sir William 

I* 

Jones to himfelf, of two lines of Milton in 
his own writing under a c^rd with his printed 
name, in addition to more fub/lantial proofs. 
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tnay be quoted in evidence of bis habitual 

frame of mind : , ^ * 

l^ot vand’iing poort but tcj^sting all his wealth 
. With God> who call’d him to a land unknown. 

On another fcrap of pap^, the following 

lines appear j they wero written by him in 

India, but at what period is not known, nor 

• • • 

in4eed of any confequence : • 

' Sir Edward Coke, 

SGx hours in sleep, in laV^s grav^ Aidy six. 

Four spend lu pray*-, — the rest on nature fix: “ 
RATHER, 

Seven hours to law, to soothing slumber seven. 

Ten to the world allot, and all to Heaven. , 

If we fometimfis fuffer jhe humiliation, of 
feeing ’great talents and cxtenfive erudition 
p'hoftituted to.infid6li^, and employed in pro- 
pagating ’mifery by endeavouring to fubvert 
.the bafis.of our temporal and eternal welfare, 
W'e cannot but feel a more than common gra- 
tification, at the falulary union of true genius 
and piety. Learning, that t«rantons in irre- 
ligion, may, like the Sirius 6f Homer, flalh 
its ftrong'light upon fls; but though brilliant. 
It is baneful, mnd while it dazzles, makes us 
trenlblp for our fafety.* Science therefore. 


. 
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withcmt piety, whatever admiration it may 
excite, will never bpi erftitled to an equal de* 
gree of refpeit and efteem, with the humble 
knowledge, which makes us wife unto Sal- 
vation. The belief, gf Sir Willianit Jones in 
Revelation, is openly and dijlindlly •declared 

in hit works ; but the unoflentatious effufions 

< « 

of fequeftercd adoration, 'whirfl; they prove 
the^ fmcerity of diis conviftion, give an ad- 
ditional w'eight to his avowed opinions. More 
might be added on this fubjccS:, but it will be 
commuilicatjrd in another place.* 

His next flage* was. Bhagilpoor, the refid- 
cnce of the friend, to whom ' the preceding 
letters were ^addrefled, end here he was 16 ng 
detained by illnefs and debility. ' The vigour 

of bis mmd however Hill continued unim- 

. • 

paired, and except during the fevere pa- 

roxvfms of difordcr, his refearches for in- 
^ # 

formation werenev^r fufpended, nor would he 

* ^ 5 

fuffer himfelf to be debarred from any inter- 

*■ * 

courfe by which they coidd be promoted. • It 
was at this place, during the hours of conva- 

t 4 . 

Icfrcnce when he was confined to his couch. 



that he appUed hlmrelf to the ftudy of ho^ 

■ tany; a fcience for which he had early ent^« 
taiaed a great partiality,^ and which he pro- 
; nounces the moll lovely and fafeinating branch 
of natur|l knowledge. With the works of 
Linnaeus before him, h? procured- the plants 

of the country to brought to him, and 

■ « 

comparing •the produdions of nature, with 
thedeferiptions and ajr^gemcjitsof thc^wed- 
ilh philofophfir, he beguiled the houik of 
languor and difeafe, and laid the folid found- 
ation of th%t botanical knowledge, which he 
ever afterwards cultivated 'vyltli increafing ar- 


dour and delight. • 

.^From Bhagilpoor he purfued his journey 

to Patna, where he w’as agaip attacked with a 

fcverc indifpofition. It did not’however pre- 
« - • 

vent Ifim from proceeding by land to Guyah, 
* famous as the birth-place of Boudh,the author 
of a fyftem of philosophy v^ich labours un- 
der the imputation of atheifai ; but more fa- 
mous for^thc annual sefort of Flindu pilgrims 
from all par^s of India, who repair to the 
holy city for the purpofoof making preferibed 
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oblations to their decea&d atu^ftors, and o^ 

obtaining abfolution their fins* 

I'he city of Benares was his next dage, 

and the limits of his excurhon. He had 

here an opportunity of feeing the pjrofeflbrs 
• •**** * 

of the Hindu religion, at the moil celebrated 

and ancient univeriity of 1 ndia, and had only 

• « 

to. regret, that his knowledge of tjjieir language 
was infufficient^ to ‘enable him to convei;fe 
with them without tHe ailiilanod of an in- 
terpreter. • After a ihort refidence, which his 
fcnfe of dpty would not allow him. to protraft 

jr 

unnecellarily, he returned by the ‘Ganges to 
Bhagilpoor*, where, as he obf<{rves. He had 

* -A . »" 

* From 2 note written by. Sir William Jones, on 

* , r 

Major Rennel’s accoyat of fiutan and l ibels 1 extract 
the following pas^ge. It i.s endorsed, as having been 
intended for the Researches of the Asiatic Society, but 
is not published in them. 

“ Just after sun-set, on the 5th of Oct^ober 1764-, I 
had a distinct view from Bhagilpoor of Chumalury 
“ peak, *and the adjorning mouiiiaiits of 'Tibet, which 
are very clearly seen frtAn I^erttenf, and were peWectly 
** recollected by a learned member of our society, one of 
•* the latest travellers^to that intercf ting country, who had 
«« obligingly communicated to me a correct note of the 
bearings and courses observed in his journey from 
“ JUtigpur te Tassisuddert, and thence ilirough PaYad- 
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already found fo much health, pieafutej and 
* inftrudiion fm: two monUis. * 

In his journey from this place to Calcutta, 
.'he vifited Gour, once the reftdenoe of the 
fovereignf of, Bengal. This place ftiU ex- 
. liibits architet^vral remiuns of royal 

gmg to Chumalury. The peak bore very nearly due 
“ north to^ thg roomi from which it was seen, in the 
house of Mr. Ohapnian ; and from the most accurate 
** cajjculations that I could txf^ke, the horizontal distance 
at which it was distiijctly visible, must be at least'^S^^ 
‘‘ British miles; *there was a strong glare from the setting 
sun on the snows of its more westeni side, aifd it might 
assuredly have been discerned at a much greater di- 
** stance. By an observation of Mr. Daiiis, at RengpuTj 
and another at Tassfsudden, the*differcuce of latitudii 
between the pl|ice labt mentioned and Bhagilpoor, is 
**• 16 ^ geographical^ or ISS^nd^ fraction, British miles: 
“ new although tji^ roa3 frpm Biixadrjcar in Butan, the 
latitude ofVhich was found to be consisted of 

rougli mountains and deep valleys, yet the way between 
i!’ Paradgong and Chumalury, especially from Chesa- 
“ camba,*the frontier of Tibet* was very level; and the 
accuracy of onr travellers gives us reason to believe, 
that tJieir vo^nputed miles from Tassisudden were but 
little above the standard ; so that living mcasui^d the 
“ northern sides of two triangles, formed- by their 
‘‘ courses WNW. and NNW. we could not be fir from 
“ the truth . \ ^ 

The mountaiifci of Chumalury, are the second or third 
ridgg described in the Memoir* The Major justly con* 
siders flic mountains of Himola, for so they are named 
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luficeoce*. which the tfaveller b obliged td 
explore at fomd perfooal rilk amidft forefts, ' 
the eaxluiive haunts of wild beads j for nature 
hai here refumed her dominion* and triumphs 
over the ihort-Uved pride of. map. la a 
letter to a friend *, wntten af^f r his arrival in , 

Calcutta, be has briefly /lefcribed fome parts 

• • 

of his journey. “ The Mahanada was beau* 

“ tiful, and th^ batiks* pf fome rivers in foe 
“ Sunderbunds were ^agiufic<?i\f ; we paded 
within two yards of a fine tiger, who gazed 
“ on us with indifference : but jve took care 

f ' 

“ for feverjd reafons to avoid •foe narrow 

♦ • V ' * 

pafles at night. As we approached «Cal- 

* • 

“ cutta, we perceived tHe difference of climate, 

• *. * * * 

“ and thought pf Bhagilpoor wifo pleafure 
“ and regret. 

• « 

** 1 find Calcutta greatly changed ; foe lofs 

• 

by the natives from a word signifying s)wu'i as equal in 
*< elevation to any in the old*hemisphere ; and an obser- 
“^vntioii of Mr. Sawidef s at Penyria^ added to a remark 
" of Mr. Smith on the appearance of Chumalufy from 
Morengy gives jbundant feas^n to think/ that we saw 
“ from BLngilpvor^ the highest mountains in the world, 

** without excepting the Andes,” 

^ Charles Chapman} lEsq. ^ * 
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** of Mr. Haftings and Shore *, I feel very 
■** fenAbly, and cann^ hut fesiV that the pleat* 
“ fure^ which I derive from other friendihips 
formed in India, wUl be followed by the 
“ pain o$ loling my -friends next feafon. 
** This was a great evil at the univerfity, 
and abates, not a lUtle |he happiness 1 ex- 

* j 

“ peded in this countjy. 

“^Will you have . fbe * goq^tiels to alh 
Mahefa ptnjdit, whctRer'the univerfity of 
** Tyrhoot is ftill fupported, and -confers 
“ degrees in Hindu law ? One of our .pundits 
‘‘ is dead, add we have thoughts of requefting, 
reoommendafions from the univerfities of 
Hinduftan, particularly from Benares, and 
Tyrhoot,* If, it exifts; fo that the new pun- 
‘‘ dit ,may be univerfally approved,, and the 
“ Hindifs may be convinced,* that we decide 
on their law from the beft information we 
“ can procure f.” 

^ % 

* Warren Hastings, Esq. and Mr. Shore embarked in 
February 1785, for England.* • 
f The pundits nje the expounders of the Hindu law } 
in which capacity, two constan^j^ attended the supremie 
court of judicature, at Fortwilliam. 
m—Y. H. E 



50 


** I am juft returned,” (thus he writes to 
another correfpondent, Dr. P. Ruftel, March 2, 
1785,) “as it were from the brink of an- 
“ other world, having been abfent near feven 
“ months, and reduced to a Ikeleton by fevers 
“ of every denomination, with an obftinate 
“ bilious flux at their Jheels. JVIy health is 
“ tolerably rcftored by a long raaifaJe through 
“ South Behar, and .the diftritft- of Benares, of 
“ which if I were to write an apcount, I muft 
“ fill a,volume.” 

They who have perufed the, defcription of 
Joanna, by Sir ^Villiain Jones, v. ill regret that 
this volume was never written. The cbjeds 
prefented to his infpefrion during his journey, 

, I 

aflbrded ample fcope for his mbfervation, 
which was equally qualified to explore the 
beauties of nature, the works of art,* the dif- 
criminations of charadcr, and the productions 
of learning , aqd fcicnfce. Many of the re- 
«iarks and reflections which he made in this 
tour, are transfufed throjugh his v"krious com- 
pofitions, two of which w;ere ^dually written, 
during the courfe of his journey. 
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The elegant little talc in %erfe, under the 
title of The Enchantid or lEndu Wife^ 

was cotnpofed during his refidence in Beyhar, 
and affords a proof of the fuccefs of his en- 
quiries, as well 'as of bi« ikill in the happy 
application of the intelligence obtained by 
them. 

The other pj;odu£tion w^ a Treatifc on the 
Gofls of Greecp, Italy; ^nd Iimla, whic^he 
afterwards revifed,* and prefented to the fo« 
ciety. The defign of this eflay was to point 
out a refemblance, too ftrong to have been 
accidental, between the popular worlhip of* 
the old Greeks and It^liaps, and that of the 
Hihdus, and 'between their flrange religion 
and that of ^Igypt, China, Perfia, Phrygia, 
Phoenicia,- and Syria, and even remoter na- 
tions. The proof of fuch refemblance, if 
fatisfaftorily ellablifhed, would, as he remarks, 
authorize an inference of a^eneral union and 
affinity between the moll diflinguilhed in- 
habitants of the primitive woriH, at the time 
•when the^^emted, as they^ did too early de- 

£ 2 
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viate, firoiA the rational adoration of the onljr 
true God. ( 

To this journey, under Providence, he 
was in all probability indebted for the pre- 
fervation of his'life, which wkhoiit it might 

•t • 

have fallen a facriiice to the accumulation of 
difeafe : after his arrival in Calqiltta, his health 
was almoft completely reftored* ' ‘ 

He now raAimed' his fundions in the fu- 
preme court of judicature, and renewed the 
meetings of the fociety, which had been in- 
terrupted by his abfencc. In Lis fecond an- 
^ niverlary difcourfe, which was delivered in 
February 1785, 'he notices wi[h pleafur'e and 
furprize the fuccefsful pr6g^efs.of the inftrtu- 

f* 

tion, and the variety of fubjeds which had 
been dirpuITed by the members of it : and as 
in his firft addrefs, he had confined himfclf 
to the exhibition of a* diftant profped only 
of the vaft career on which the fociety was 
Centering ; in (he fecond, lie delineates a flight 
but mafterly Jketch of tk*e various* difcoveries 
in hiftory, fcience, and art, wh&L rjght juftly 
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be expedled to refult from its^refearcbes tibib^ 
the literature of Afiat He mentions his fa- 
tisfadion at having had an opportunity of 
•yifiting two ancient feats of Hindu religion 
and literature; %nd notic^ the impediments 
• oppofed by illnefs to the profecution of his 
pi'opofed enquiries, aifd thn necellity of leaving 
them, as !®ner^s is feigned to have left the 

fhadcs, when his guide ‘made ^lim recoiled 

• • • • • 

■ the fwifl of. irrevocable timCt with a 

curiofity raifed to the height, and si regret 

not eafy to bd*defcribed. , • 

I now return to the cprrefjpondence of Sir • 
• * * 

\yilliam Jones? which in this year, conlifts 
of few letters,* and thefe chiefly addrefled to 
*John Macpherfon, Efq. who, in February 

1785, fucceeded to the flation of Governor- 

• • • 

General of India, on the departure of Mr. 

Haftings. If, in thefe letters. Sir William 

• • 

adverts to topics not familiar to his readers, 

• ^ • • 
they are fuch as naturally arife out of his fi- 

tuation and conneiSliOns. Removed at a dif- 

.Jtance-of a.af((![illhr of the circumference of the 

• . * * 

* The present Sir John Maepherson, Bart. 



globe fcom the fceoe of politics, in which he 
had taken a Heep^ int^rell, his attention is 
transferred to new obje6ts and new duties. 
The ientiments which flow from his pen, la 
the confidential Intercourfe of friendfliip, dif> 

rc I * 

play his mind more clearly than any narra- 
tive ; and they are often fuch as» could not be 
omitted without injury to his charaiier. 
Some pafiage^ in the j letters, which, as lefs 
generally interefiing, could be fupprefled 
without this efiedt, have not been tranfcribed. 

/ ’ 

Sir WILLIAM JONES to J. MACPHER- 
SON, Efq. , 

^ March 12, HSi. 

I always thought befqre I left Eng- 
land, that a regard for the public good re- 
quired the moft cordial union between the 
executive and judici^ powers in this country j 
and I lamented the inifehief occafioned by 
former divifions. Since i have no view of 
happinefs on this fide of the grave, but in a 
faithful difeharge of my duty, flva^fpgLje no, 
pains to preferve that cordiality which fiib- 
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fills, I truft, and will fubfift, between the go- 
vernment and the judges? 

Lord Bacon, if I remember right, advifes 
’ every ftatefinan to relieve his mind from the 
fatigues oV bufiuefs by ^ j?oem, or a profpeft, 
or any thing that raifes agreeable images ; now 
as your own gardens afford you the fined 
profpe<3.s* and J Ihoul^ only offer you a view 
of paddy fields*, I fer& you«f(Jr your amyfe- 
ment, what hAs amufed me in the compofition, 
a poem f on the old philofophy and religion 
of this country, and you may (Jepeftd on its 

orthodoxy. The time approaches when F 

* * • ^ 

ipuft Jeave theYe recreations, and return to my 
d^ in cou/t; where however a knowledge of 
the Hindu manners and prejudices may not 
.be ufelefs. 

o 

Sir Wiillam yones to y. Maepher/on, Efq. 

• J/ffy 17, 1785. 

I have fo many fhings, my dear 
Sir, to thank you foV , that I fcasce know where 
^ * iBirrJi'llTr^ 

f 'JCne Enchanted Fruit j flrj Hindu Wife. WorkS| 
voL Aiii.* p. 2] J . 
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to begin. To follow thfe order of time, I 
muft in the firft place give you my hearty 
thanks for your kind and pleafing letter of laft 
week, which Ihews that your mind can grafp 
the whole field o^ literature a,nd crilicifm, as 

ft 

well as that of politics, and that in the man- 
ner of ancient rulers' in Afia, particularly Ci- 
cero, the governor of ‘Cilicia,, you ‘unite the 

charader of riie (lafe^nfian and the fcholar. 

' ,1 ' . 

Next for the news, which^has on the whole 

given nie pleafure, and in particular, what 
both plcafes and furprifes me, that Lord Cam- 
den has accepted the poft of prelident of the 
council. You know the opinion wh’ch I 
early formed of Pitt j and tlrat opinion will 
be raifed ftill higher, if he has (hewn himfelf 
(not merely indifferent, but) anxious that the. 
reins of this government may long continue 
in the hands which nbw hold them, and 
which, though mortals, as Addifon fays, can- 
not command fuccefs, will certainly deferve 
it. J anxioufly wilh, forihe fake of the pub- 
lic, that not only the operatiofis''%i^thc-’''w, 
but the cordial aiTerit of thofe on whdm it 
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depends, have already fecured youis feat, as 
long as it may be confident With your hap* 
pin'efs to fill it. — 

I will hot fail to talk with Mr. Chambers 

• . •« 

on the college, and beg you to aflure yourfi^ 
that 1 lhall "ever be. happy in my fphere to 

give my humble affiftance whenever you may 

« * 

req^uire it. • ? • * ^ # 

Sir William Jones to J. Macpherjon, Efq. 

• Mayt21, 1785 . 

• It was my intention to prefen( 
to you* in the author’s name, the books which 
I ‘.now fend. The ifoet’ Zainudcen was re- 

commended |o me foon after I came to India, 
as a worthy ingenious old man. .1 inclofe 
his veries to you, with* a hafty tranflation* 

* This translation, as a specimen of the taste apd adu- 
latory style of modern Pefsian poet^ is inserted for the 

reader’s entertainment, i 

* • * 
Macpherson exalted as the sky, prosperous in thy un- 
dertakings, Wio like th^sun receives^ even atoms in* thy 
beams! Thou art the just one of this age; and in thy 
^fjeiiiujl 'SfTIushirovan revives. With the aid of 


• • 



on tho back of the paper, of the beft couplets. 
The fmaller volume (Contuns part of the epic 

Jesus (blessed be his name !) the government acquires its 
stability from thy mind. I have composed a poem in 
words of truths beginning with a panegyric on the com- 
pany. It contains a recital of the wjrs^^of the English^ 
described with an animated pen. By the command of 
Hastings^ entitled to reverence, I began a book on the 
victory of Benm'es; hut before the completion of my task, 
that honourable man returned to his coantr}'. In thy 
government has my work been completed, and with thy 
name have I adorned its opening, in hope that thou ’^ilt 
send me fresh materials, to decorate with golden \erscs 
the cheeks of my book. If I compose a Shahnamch, on 
tli^ glorious name of the King of England, the book will 
fly over Ir^n and Tiiran, and the deeds of thy nation will 
blaze like the sun ; if I sing the achievements of tlie Eng- 
lish, the name of Parveiz will be no more mentioned. If 
I open a chapter of their conquests, Afr^asiab will tremble 
tmder the earth; the rapid mition my dark reed wUl 
make Rustem hdt and droop.^ Hear iliy strains with dis- 
cernment, and my pen shall soar with the wings of a 
falcon. Favour me, as Sultan Mahmoud shewed kind- 
ness to Ferdbsi, that we may K* a pair of tuneful nightin- 
gales. 

The actions of all nations are commemorated, let those 
of the English be celebrated under thy auspices. May 
thy orders be resistless as the sea; the head of the con- 
tiiinacioiis be in thy power, and tne seal of government 
bear thv name! 

; . 

On the names mentioned in this translation, it may be 
sufiicient to observe that Ferdosi is the 
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poem, which is wiitten with enthuhalm; and 
' the other volume is £lie4 witk odes and ele- 
gies, all in the old inan*s writing. He is 
• married to immortal verfe, and his higheft am- 
bition is to be ajo atom in one'ofyour Junbeams, 

Sir WilliaAi yones to y. M^cpherjhn, Efq. 

May, 1785 . 

The ornament of*the faith ^for 
that is the bard’s Iname) will wait 

upon you on Wednefday; his ftyle of com- 
pliments is moderate in comparifonp of moft 
Oriental compofitionsj other poets of this 
country would have entreated you not to ride 
oh horfeback. Jell *ycii ihould an earth- 
quake in India when you mounted. This 
. was actually faid to a prince at Delhi, who 
pleafantly bade the poet comfort himfelf, and 
aflured him, that he* would ever after go in a 

palanquin. • 

• * • ' • 

who composed an heroic poem under the title of Shah* 
nameh ; that the nameiof *Nushirovan, is proverbial for 
justice; t hat^jHna and Turan are Persia and Tartary; and 
tnattn^otnei* persons introi^uccd were kings or heroes 
of thos<> countries. 
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Sir WilSant yaws to y. Maephcrjhn, Efq. 

' May 26 , 1785 . 

The regulation which you made 
concerning the MadrifTa * is fo falutary, that 
iew things would grieve nte moae than to fee 
it fniftrated. Your predecoffor has often men- 
tioned to me, the high opinion which he had 
formed of the reflor, but ( I kriow not for 
what rcafon) he is very- unpopular, Perhajis 
it is only fa<ftion, too conw^on in moft coU 

The passages in these letters relating to the Madrissa 
cr college, as an establishment of p-ational importance, 
merits a more particular explanation, Mr. Hastings, 
Wiilst he held the|iiffice.of gp^xrnor-gencral, with a view 
to promote the knowledge of Mohammedan law, as cs.icn- 

tial to the due administration of justice to the natives of 

** * < ^ * 
India, had established a college at Calcutta, in which na- 
tive students vrcrc adpiitted and taught at, the public e>;- 
pcncc. ’^rhis institution was dictated by a wise poliry, it 
was calculated to conciliate the affections of the Mns'^ul- 
mans, and to ensure a succession of men properly qualiJieJ 
by education to expound the law of the Koran, and to 
fill the important offic?€S of magistrates In the courts of 
jirstice* The president of this college had been selected 
wiiji every attention to his character and rdiility ; but 
SQme representations having been made to his disad- 
vantage, the succeeding governor- j^neral, J., Maepherson, 
Ksq. consulted Sir William Jones, on ^e^^gulations 
prppcr to be established for promoting the l^itoEffeT oS- ^ 
jects of the institution, and controlling its conduct- 
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leges at our univ^ties, of the fiudents a^kift 
the head. • 

It U a remark of Jdhnfon^s*!, :that as fpi- 

ders would make fiik, if they Oould agree 

together,* fo men of letters would be ufi^ul to 

the puWic, if they were not perpetually at 

variance. Befides my apprgbation as a good 

citizen of your regulations, I have a partieulair 

inierclt in the condn<ft o^ Mu^duddeen, viho 
• • • .* 

is Maulavy 'j* of the court, and as fuch ought 

to be Omni exceptiom major, 1 believe from 
my converfation with him, that ho is not a 
man of deep learning; but his manners ai« 

not* .unpleafiRg. The propolid which you 

• • 

ihake, cannot Ij^t |ir(fduce good^effeds; but! 
hardly know any member* of our focTety 
who anlwcrs your defeription for a vi/itcr 
under yfliT dirc^lons, except Mr. Chambers, 
and his report might be depended on. C 
will, if you pleafe, propofe « on Tliurfday. 
The ftudents brought a complaint befonr me 
lad term, which I difinilled as«noi being with- 

Ongihally Reaumur’s. ^ ^ 
f ExJ?ouiidcr of the MohamneJiu lau-. 
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m my cognizance, that their allowances were 
taken by the head,' who left them without 
fubliftence ; but whether this be true or falfe, 
it will not be amifs for the Maulavy to know, 
that he is fubje£l to vilitE^ion from dme 
to time. 

If the bell intentions can ehfure fafety, 
you have nothing to apprehend ; but, alas f 
fmy friend, if ^ou can "be fafe only in fiiced 
iinanimous opinions of Jiiitute law^ you can 
feldom, I fear, ad with perfed confidence. 
Such is the imperfedion of huiiian language, 
that few written' .laws are free from ambi- 
guity; and it rarely happens thkt many minds 
are united iij the fame interpretation of them. 

A ftatefman told Lord Coke, that he meant 
to confult him on a point of law. y If it be 
“ common law,’* faid Coke, I ihould be 

alhamed if I could not give you a ready 
‘‘ an^we^; but if it be ftatute-law, I Ihould 

• I • 

“ be equally alhamed if I anfwered you im- 
“ mediately.” » * • 

1 will here only fet down a le;. .jwlej 

• * * * 
interpretation which the vvifdom of ages has 



^3 

eftabllflied, where the feofe o£ the \»,ax. 

all ambiguous. ^ -i * 

1. The intention of the writer mull be 
fought, and prevail over the literal fcnfc of 

terms ; but jgenal laws mull be. %a^lly ex- 

• • •• . 

pounded againU offenders, and liberally againft 
the offence. • * . , 

2. All. claufes, preceding or fubfequent, 

mud betaken together 16 ei^laln any one 
doubtful clauie. • * * 

3. When a cafe is exprefled to remove 
any doubt, jvhether it was include4 or not, 
the extent of the claufe, with regard to cafeg 
not fo expreflfd, is by ho means reftrained. 

.4. The concI«fi©nr of a phrafe is not con- 

• * * . * . * 

lined to the jvords immediately preceding, but 
ufually extended to the whole antecedent 
phrafe.’ * * 

Thefe ar<£ copious- maxims, and, with half 
a dozen more, are the llar<6 by which we 
fleer in the conflruiflion *of*all public and 
private writings. ; • , 



Sir William yanes to y, Maepberforit Efq. 

I , Ono’t HousCt July, 
Wc have juft convlded a low Hin- 
of a foul confpiracy, which would have 
ended in perjury, and (as his oyrn 'law-giver 

f 

fays) in every caufc of damnation. If richer 
men were of the plot, I,hope our court will 
efcape the reproach of the fatirift,' that “ laws 
** refemble col^ebs, which catch flies and, let 
“ the walps break tin' ought** 

Sir William yones to y. Macpkfrfon^ Efq. 

Jt,gust H, 1785. 

I give you my hearty thanks, 
my dear Sir, for the hiftory of the Roman 

a # 

Republic, which I read with particular plea- 
fure. 

Looking over my ihclves the other day, 1 
laid my hand on the annexed little book 
afcribed to Sir^Walter Raleigh j it is, like 
XBoft pofthumons works, iiicorre<ft, but con- 
tains, with fome rubbi/h,. a number of wife 
aphoiifms and pertinent examples^ it is rather 
the common-|»Iace vbook of fome ftateftnan. 
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than a well digefted treatil^; but it has amufed 
me on a fecond reading, *bnd I hope it will 
amufe a few of your leifure moments. 

The fociety*of Sir William Jones was too 
• attradlive, to allow him to employ his leifure 
hours in thofe ftudieS, which, he fo eagerly 
defired to* cultivate, and although no man 
wasomore happy in thp 'conwrfation of Ijis 
■friends, he foOn fohnd that the unreftrained 
enjoyment of this gratification was incom- 
patible with his attention to literacy purfuits. 
He determined therefore .to feek fome retire- • 

ment* .at no great difiance from Calcutta, 

• • 

where he misfit ,Kave the benefit, of air and 
exercife, and •profecute his ftudies without 
interruption, during the vacations of the fu- 
preme court. For this purpofe, he made 

choice of a refidence'at Crilhnagur, which 

• • 

had a particular attraction for "him, from its 
vicinity to a Hindu college, and from this 
fpot he writes to his Friends. • 


T.ife—y. n. 



Sir Williaih Jones to Dr. Patrick RuJJ'el. 

« 

^ • Sept, S, 17S5, 

Your two kind letters found me 

overwhelmed with the bufinefs of a feverC' 

feffions and tenh, which lafted tvfo months, 
.. . • 

and fatigued me fo much, that I was forced 

to haflcn from Calcutta as fail as winds and oars 
* 

could carry me. I am ‘now at the ancient uni- 

• # 

verfity of Nadeya*, N'diere I hope to learrj the 

rudiments of that vcncrtible and interefting 

language which was once vernacular in all 

India, and in both the peninfulas with their 

• iilands. Your -purluits muft be delightful, 

and I iliall be impatient to fee the' frbit of 
« 

your learned labours.? Oi3r fociety goes'on 
flowly j and hot-bed fruits are .not fo good to 
my tafte as thofe which lipen naturally. 

if '* * # *' 

Dr. Kamig’s lofs wHl be feverely felt ; he 
was a valuable man, with as much fimplicity 
*as nature heffelf, whofe* works he lludied. 
Do you knofv when'hi? books afe to be dif- 
pofed of? I Ihould wilh t<8»> curchafe his ' 
Linnaeus. 
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Sir William Jones to Charles Chapman, Efq. 

. -I * %/.28, n85. 

^ I am proceeding flowly, but 

furely, in this retired place, in the lludy of 

Sanfcrit ; ibr 1^ can no longef bear to be at 

* • . • •• 

^ the mercy of our pundits, who deal out Hin- 
du law as they preafe,,an4 make it at reafon- 
able rates,. when they»cannot find it ready 
made. I annex* the fgfim ddoptj^d by us for 
the oaths of JVfUfluiman^; you will in ycfur 
difcretion adopt or rejed it, and if you can 
’ collect from J^ahefit pundit, who feemed a 

worthy honeft man, how Hindu witneffes 

• • 

ought*to*be exa^nined, ahd whether the Bra- 

^ • 

mi»s can give abfoluliqn (I think they call it 

• * * . * • 

pryarcliitt) for^perjury, and in what cafe, you 
will greatly oblige me, and contribute to the 
advancement of juftice. * • 

The conclufion of this letty exprefleS a 
fcntiment, which, a* a judgfi in Bengal, and 
friend of human nature, he always confidered 
•an obje^t^JjJj^firft importance. 

The ^leriod of his refidence at his country 

0 

F 2 
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cottage^ was necefiarily -limited by the duty 
of attending t^e fuprenje court : on his return 
to Calcutta^ in Odlober, he writes to John 
Macpherfon, Efq. “ Lady Jones, and myfelf,. 

“ received much benefit from ^Jie dry foil and 

•• • * 

" pure air of Crilhnagur; how long my health • 

“ will continue in, this town, «with confiant 

attendance in courfevery morning, and the 

“ irkfome bufinefs -of .judice of peace ig the 

“ afternoon, T c^not forefee * . If temperance 

and compofure of mind will avail, I (hall 

“ be \Yell ; but I would rathei; be a valetudi- 

narian, all my life, than leat^e unexplored 

*• thecSanfcrit mine Arhich 1 bave juft opened. 

“I have brought ^ith»- me the father of 
• • * ' • 

“ the univerfity of Nadya, wl)0,* though not 

“ a Brahmin, has taught grammar and ethics 

“ to the moft leafned Brahmins, atid has no 

“ prieftly pride, with which his pupils in 

“ general abcvind.” 

* In the year ^785, a 'periodical work was 
undertaken ft Calcutta^ under th*e title of the 
Afiatick Mifcellany, which ha»»b egn ignorant - 
ly afcribed to the'Afiatick Society, with whofe 
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refearches it had no connecflio^. The title of 
the wotk indicates the nai^ire of its contents, 
which conlifted chiefly of extrads from books 
'publifhed in Europe, relating to India, of 
tranflations from Orient^ Authors, and of 
‘ poems and eflfays. The editor was occafion- 
ally affifted by the liferaty talents of gentle- 
men in India, and we And in the two flrfl 
volsmes, which^were ^Jplifhed*in the years 
1785 and 86, ’the following compofitions of 
Sir William Jones, who never negledled any 
opportunity of contributing to the advance- 
ment of Oriental literature? ’the tale of the 
EQichanted FriKt, which has already been 
mentioned, Ijx •hymns ^ addreflfed lo as many 
Hindu deities; a literal tranflatioi^ of twenty 

• ^ In his hymn to Surya, or the Sun, Sir William Jones 
alludes to himself in the following beautiful lines : 

And, if they ask what mortal pours the strain ? 

Say (for thou seest earth, air, and main), • 

Say, From the bosom of yon silver isle, 

Where skies more softly smile. 

He earner and lisping oyr celestial tongue. 

Though not from Brahma sprung, 

Draws grigpt-kilbwledge, from its fountains pure. 
Through caves obstructed longs and paths loo long 
obiture*” 
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tales and fables of Nizami, exprefsly intended 
to affift the Undent^ of the Perfian language, 
befides other fmaller pieces, from which I 
quote with pleafure, the following beautiful 
tetrallick, which is a literal tr&nllation from 
the Perfian : 

On parent knees, a naked, new-born child, 

Weeping thou sat’st, while all aro.und thee smil'd: 

So live, that, linking in Ifliy last long sleep, 

Calm thou inay’st smile, when all around thee weep. 

, The hymns, which are original compo- 
fitions, are defcriptive of the Hindu deities, 
to whom they were, addreffed, and a ihort 

• * It 

introdudtory explanation accompanies each. 
The mythological afeuliohs . and Sanfcrit 
names, with which they abound, are not 
fufficiently familiar to the Englilh reader, 

• ' i 

to enable him to derive that pleafure from 
them, which thofe who are acquainted with 
the manners ind mythology of the Hindus 
feel in the perufal of thefe hymns ; but 
whilft they mark the tarfe and genius of the 
author, they fupply a fund of’infiawnatccn, 
equally novel and curious. We contemplate 
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with delight and furprife the admirer of the' 
Grecian bards, and the ptpil of the Grecian 
fages, led by his enthuliafm from the banks 
•of the IlyfTus to the ftreams of the Ganges, 
celebrating, in ftrains not unworthy of Pindar, 

• the^ fabulous divinities of India, and exploring 
the fources of the Egyptian and Perfian theo- 
logy, and of the tenets bf the Ionic and Italic 
fchjjols of philofophyt* Tliefe •compofitions 
were the elegant ftmufements of hours * of 
leifure and relaxation, which he never fuffer- 
ed to interfere* with* his public duties.. They 
prove the <^erfatility of thofe intelleftual • 
powdrs, ’which icould inimediately turn from 
the. inveftigation of leg^tl caufes or^the folution 
of abftrufe mathematical problems, to explain 
^and adorn the mythological fiftions of the 
Hindus,* in odes which the Bramins would 
fiave approved and admired. The variety of 
meafures adopted in the comp®fition of thefe 
hymns is remarkable; each*of*the nine'* has* 
a different form of Verfificatioi;, and if they 
are not, all e<jually harmonious, they are all 

* He wrote tliree morelivinns afterwards. 
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regular. The opening and conclution of the 
Hymn to Narayon (ire yery fublime. 

On the fecond of February 1786, Sir 

William Jones delivered to the fociety his . 

third annual dif&ourfe, in whic^h h^ propofed 

to hll up the outlines delineated in his two . 

former addreflfes, and prpmifed, if the ftate of 
« 

his health fhould permit him • to continue 
long enough Jn Indian Jto prepare for the^an- 
nu*al meetings of the' fociety, a.feries of fhort 
didertations unconnected in their titles, but 
all leading to one common poipt of no fmall 
importance,' in the purfuit of interefting 
truths. He exhibits, In this difcourfe, a proof 
of the fuccefsful application of his time .-to 
the ftudy of Sanfcrit, and fpeaks with in- 
creafed confidence of the rel'ult of his new 
attainments. The conclufion expreffes his 
regret, at the departure for Europe of the 
very ingenious^ member who firft opened the 
mine of Sanfcrit^ literature, an honourable 
tribute to the merit of. Mr. Charles Wilkins. 

o ^ 

Sir William had long propoied making an 
excurfion to Chatigan, the eafiern limits of 
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the Britifh dominions in Bengal. Excluiiye- 
ly of his anxiety to* acquire, from local ob- 
fervation, a knowledge of the date of the 
country, and of the manners and characters 
of the natives^ a prudent 'attention to the 
re-eftablifhment of his health, which had 
fuffered from an uaremitted application to 
his public duties as jttdge and magiftrate, as 

wjjll as a regard for that* of l^ady Jones, now 

• * ® ^ 

rendered the*jounrey expedient. In the be- 
ginning of 1786, after the recefs of the court, 
he had an opportunity of executing diis plan, 
and repaired to CUatigan by* fca, in February, 

A ffiort time before his departure, a dif- 
* • 
cuflion had taken "piace between the judges 

• ® 

of the fupreme court of judicature, and the 
executive government of Bengal, refpefting 
a refolbtion adopted b^ the latter, altering 
* the mode in which the falaries of the judges 
had been paid. Th*ey remonftrated a’gainft 
the refolution, add the letter written by Sir 
William Jones to vSif J. Ma^pherfon oh the 
occafion, is*fo ftrongly charaCteriftic of that 
independent fpirit which 'he always pofTelTed, 
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that on this account it merits inl^ion. The 
remainder of his cortbfpondence of this year, 
as far as it is proper to lay it before the pub- 
lic, follows in the order of its dates. 

* c 

Sir William ’Jones to J. Macpherfon, Bart. 

, P/uenix Sloop, Feb. 5, HfiG. 

MY DEAR SIR,* ' • 

c fiad I known where Captain 
Light* lived in Calcutta, b I would not have 
troubled you with the annexed letter, but I 
muft requeft you to forward it tP him. It is 
an anfwer to aa excellent lettei from him, 
which I received near a twelvenionth ago.’ J 
anxioufly hope he has completed (what po 
other European. could begin) a vcrfion of the 
Siaraefe code. 

My voyage to theeaftcra coaft wiII,*I truft, 
be very pleafant, and I -hope we Ihall make 
our part good againft the fcoundrel Peguers ; 
though if we defcry a fleet \)f boats, I believe 
it will be wifer to retreat pxi the wings of the 

* Captain Light was appointed superirfifendant of a new 
settlement at Penang, oi^ frince of Wales’s Island^. He 
was thoroughly conversant in the Malay dialect. . 
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Phoenix; for 1 am not poet enough to believe, 
that another will rife'froih her aihes. 

I lament that our refpedUve engagements 
• have prevented our meeting often, fincc the 
end of the raio^; but fix or leven hours in the 
morning, and two or three in the evening, 
fpent in unf emitted -labour for the laft three 
months, fatigued me *fo much that I had no 
l^ure for fociety, fcsfrjely ariy4br natural re- 
pofe. My l^ft a£t was to fign our letter to 
your board on the fubjedt of our falaries, and 
I would have* called upon you to expoftulate 
amicably on* the ineafure you had purfued, i& 
I^had not wilfccd to fpire you the pain of de- 
fending indefrufiblS ^cps, and the difficulty of 
finding reafons to fupport the moll unreafon- 
. able condud. Many 'paflages in the letter 
were loftened by my brethren, for I, who 
have long been habituated to ancient fimpli- 
city, am ever inclined both towrite and'fpeak 
as I think and feel ; and* I fhould certainly 
have alked, if w4 Rad conyerfed on this 
matter, whether diftreffing and pinching the 
judges^ and making theih 'contemptible in tlie 
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eyes of the natives, and of their own fervants, 
was, as you exprefll^d yourfelf laft fummer, 
ai&fting them with heart and hand ; or 
whether forming refolutions, as the fub-trea- 
furer wrote* me word , three vrefcks ago con- 
cerning them, of which they were the laft 
men in the fettlpment t6 hear, was intended 
as a return for that perfect cordiality, as far 
as honefty permitted,- which 1 had aflufcd 
you and Mr. Stables, to be one of the golden 
rules which I had early refolved to purfue in 
my judicial ^harader. 

I 

■ In a word, the meafure is fo totally in- 

* » 

defenftble, that it would have* given me as 
much pain as yourfelf, ^to have difeufled it. 
I have marked the progrefs of this bufinefs 
from the morning, when 1 received Mr. 

e 

M.’s note ; and I am well perfuaded, that the 
invafion of our property, was not an idea 

«r 

conceived or apjjiroved by you, but forced on 
you by fome financier, who was himfelf de- 
luded by a conceit of impartiality, not con- 
(i dering that the cafes were by no means 

^ i « 

parallel ; under this perfuafion, 1 beg you to 
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believe, that the meafure has not yet made 
any change in the fi{Lcer>« efteem, with which 
I am, dear Sir, 

Your faithful humble fervant, 

William Jones. 

Sir William ’Jones tp Thomas Caldicotty Elq. 

• Chatigan^ Feb. 2\ y l^SG. 

riiave been ft> lo^ed with huh- 

* • 

nefs, that I deferred wrfting to you, till it was 

* i 

too late to write much, and when the term 
ended, was obliged, for the fake of my wife’s 
health and fny own, to fpeijd a few weeks in 

thi? Indian M^ntpelieii where the hillocks are 

• • 

covered with p^ppej vines, and fparkle with 
blofibms of the coffee tree ; but the defcription 
of the place would fill a volum*e, and I can 
only write a fhort letter ‘to fay, fi vales, bene 
eft ; valeo. 

Sir William Janet to George Mardynge^ Efq. 

• c • Feb. 22, nsd. 

* • 

A word to you, no! though you have more 
of wifdom (et verbum*fapienti, &c.) than I 
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have, or wiih to have of popularity, yet I 
would not fend yov one word, but millions 
and trillions of words, if I were not obliged 
to referve them for converfation. The im- 
meafureable fields that lies before ihe in the 

» h 

f 

ftudy of Sanfcrit and of Hindu jurifpru- 
dence (the Arabic l^ws.are iamiliar tome) 

t 

compels me for the prefent, to fufpend my in- 
tention of corxiefpoiu^cg regularly with thofe 
I love *. — ' 

The following sonnet, written some years before the 
date of Sir William Jones’s letter, was addressed by him 
to his friend: 

To Gw Hardynge, Esq. 

Hardynge, whom Camden’s voice, and Camden’s 
fame, * 

To noble thoughts, and l>gh afeempts excite, 

Whom thy learn’d sire’s well polish’d lays invite, 

To kindle in tJiy breast, Phoebcan flame, 

Oh rise! oh! emulate their lives, and claim 
The glorious meed of many a studious night, 

And many a day spen-: in asserting riglit, 

Repressing wrong, and hringfing fraud to shame. 

Nor* let the glare of wcalthj or pleasure’s bow’rs 
Allure thy fancy. Think how d ully shone, 

Think how Demosthenes witJi lieav’nly fire 
Shook Philip’s throne, and* listen’d o’er his tow’rs. 

What gave therr strength.^ Not eloquence alone, 

But minds elate above each low desire. 


•W. J. 
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Sir William Jones to Sa-J. I^Mpherfon^ Bart. 

Jafferabady Feb.^ly il^e. 

I cannot exprefs, my dear Sir, 
the pleaAre which I have jaft received from 
that part of the Board’s fetter to us, in which 
they fet us right in qur mifconception of their 
preceding latter. 

I rejoice that we vyere miilaj^en, and have 

juft figned ouf reply; il?wHl, I perfuade my- 

felf, reft ore the harmony of our concert, 

which, if wqrldly affairs have any ^analogy 

to muftc, wHl rather be imp^ovecf than fpoiled 

• • ^ 
by a llrort diflfcnant interval. You, who are 

a-fnufician, wilUfocLthe* tone of this meta- 

• * * * • 

phor ; as to^ my harfher notes, quicquid af- 
perius didium eft, indicium efto. In fadt 
(you could not know k, but) 1 never had 
*been fo pinched in my life, for the laft three 
months ; having boifght company’s bonds, 
(which nothing but extreme . neceffity could 
have made me fell ;^t yo per cent, difcount), I 
was unable .to pay my phyfician, or my 
munftiis, and was forced* to borrow (for the 
firft time in my life) for my daily rice ; what 
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was worfe, I was forced to bcH±ow of a black 
man, and it was like touching a (hake or the 
South American eel ; in fliort, if our apprehen- 
fions had been well grounded, two of us had 
refolved to, go h'ome next feafqn. • But your 
letter dilperfed all clouds and .made my mind . 
as clear as the air of this fine climate, where 
I expert to cfcape the' heats, and all the ills 
they produce^in a‘conftitution like mine. ^ I 
confefs I wifh. yoU had accepted' our offer, for 
half my falary is enough for me, and I would 
have received the remainder cheerfully on any 
, terms, as I have hitherto don? j* but as it is, 
we are all fatisfied, jtnd your, offers were fo 
equal, that either wouy 'have been fatisfac- 
tory to me. , * 

You mufi: know better than I can, though 
1 am fo much nearer the place on the frontiers 
where Major Eilerker is now encamped. I 
can ‘hardly perfuade niyfelf that Myun Ga- 
£him Eera*, with' all his ‘bravery in words, 
will venture to pafs the Ndf; the tvhole ftory 

* A general in the service of the king of Ava, who 
api>eared on the frontier** of Chatigan, with an« army. 
The Naf, is the boundary river between Chatigan and 
Aracan. 
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iscarious, and as I am on the fpot, I wiHi to 
write it with all tJfci gravity of anlMftorian, ef- 
pecially as I can pick out fome part of the 
Pegu general’s original letter, the chara^ers 
of which \re Uttle more than xhc.^agari let- 
ters inverted and roUnded. 

I now lit oppofite^o the feas, which wafted 
us gently* hither in the Phoenix ; and our 
voyage was Well timed, Yoy kad we ft aid 
. two days longer, "we iiiotild have been * in 
a north-wefter. A beautiful vale lies between 
the hillock on which the houfe is built and 
the beach, oft x^l the other lides arc hills finely • 
diveffifi'fed witb groves,hhe walks are fcented 
with blofloms^of the qiiampac* and nagafar'f ; 
and the plantations of pepper and coffee are 
equally new and pleafing. My wife, who 
defires her beft remembrance, amufes herfelf 
with drawing, and I with botany. If (which 
I truft will not be the cafe) you ftiould be in- 
difpofed, this is the Montpelier which wilf 
reftore you* to healthk • 

\ 

f Lin. Michelia. Me.ua. 
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Sir William yone^ to Mr. Juftice Hyde. 

Jafferabad, April^O, iTSfJ. 

I delayed, my dear Sir, to 

anfwer your kind letter of the loth, until I 

• »• 

could give you an' accurate account of my 
motions towards Calcutta. ^ We flaall not 
flay here a whdle weqk longer, ^ but proceed, 
as foon as wc can m%ke preparations for our 
journey, to the burning vveK*, and thence 

* The burning well is situated about twenty-two miles 
from Chatigan, at the termination of a valley su:TOunded 
by hills. . I visited it in 1778, and from recollection am 
enabled to give the following account of it. The shape 
of the well, or rather reservoir, is oblong, about six feet 
by four, and the depth does not exceed twelve feet. The 
water which is always cold is ^ppliad by a spring, and there 
is a conduit f6r carrying off thesiiperhuiiy \ a part of the 
surface of the well, about a fourth, is covered with brick- 
work, which is nearly ignited by the ilames, which Hush 
without intermission from the surface of tin* water. It 
would appear that an inflammable vapour escapes through 
the water, wdiich takes fire oft contact wdth the external 
airy the perpetuity of the aflame Ls occasioned by the ig- 
nited brick-worl^ as without this, much of the vapour 
’ would escape without conflagration. This w'as proved by 
taking away the covering of ^ick-work after the extinc- 
tion of the heaf, by throwing upon it the w^ater of the 
well. The flames still continued to burst forth from the 
surface, but with inonfentary intermissions, and the vapour 
wJn always immediately kindled by holding a candle at a 
small distance from the surface of the water. A piece of 
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through Ti'pera to Dacca: an old engager^^ent 
will oblige us to deviate aiittle* out of our way 
to Gomarcaly; and if the Jellingy be naviga- 
, ble, we lliall foon be in Calcutta, if not, we 
muft pafs a fecond time through the Sundar- 
, bans ; In all events, nothing I think can hin- 
der my bein& in*court on^ the 1 5th of June. 
Suffer me. now to thank you, as I do moft 
heartily, for theVery ufeful tnforuiatlon which 
.you give me concerning* money matters. 
I’lie ancients (aid, (not very properly of their 
imaginary gods) ‘‘carior eft divis^hoino, 

quam libi but 1 may truly fay, ‘ carior eft , 

• • 

amicfs, quam' libi,’ fpcaking of myfclf and of 

• • 

yoqr friendly attentioq^s to* me. 

fbilver placed in the conduit for currying OiTthe superfiu- 
watcr^ di •'Coloured in a/cw iniiuiies, and an in- 

Ihsloii of tea gave a dark tinge to the water. 

On ihe sidcot a hill distant about tliree miles from the 
burning well, there is a spot (ff ground of a few feet jonly 
in dimensions, from which Hashes of tire burst on stamp- 
ing strpngly w'ith the fo<?£. The appeafance of this 
resembled th»t of eartli^ o^i which a lire had been 
kindled. I do not recollect whether if was hot to the 

■ 

louclu 


a 


n 
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Sir William Jotfes to Sir J. Macpherfon^ Bart. 

, C, 178G- 

I delayed from day to day, and 
from week to week, the pleafure of anfwer- 
ing your ifcceptable^Ietter, wjiieh I received, I 
am afraid, fo long ago as the middle of March. 
I wilhed to feijd you fomething interelling; 
but my days^owed on in the fame equable 
ai\d uniform^tenor, anH were only to be J'f- 

t * 

.tinguifhed by the advances I' made in my 
Perfian, Indian, and botanical purfuits. In 
Ihort, as it.fometimes happens; by intending 
to write much,' .1 had written ’nothing; and 
was preparing to give you fome account of 
my motions towards rfie* pVcfulcncy, whdi I 
had the very great fatisfafliosi of receiv- 
ing your packet full of matter, ^11 of pleaf-, 
ing accounts, and full of juft obfervations. 

» * * » * * in 

€ 

* I relad with pleafure, while I was at 
breakfaft, Mr.*^ Forfter’s lively little tra^, and 

» c * 

having finifhed my daily talk of Perfian read- 
ing with a learned Parfi of Yezd, who accom- 

• • o 

panied me hither, I allot the reft of the morn- 
in;:^ ot yoti. 
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The approbation given at home tii your 
feaTottable exertions. hel%, was but natural; 
it could not have been otherwife, and there- 
fore it gives me great pleafure, but no furprife. 
Be aflured that general applauie ever has re- 
fulted, and ever will refult from good adlions 
and falutary^neafureS) as certainly as an echo, 
in rocky places, follows the voice. You will 
readily believe me, when I affure you, that I 
have few things naore at hfiart than that you 
may enjoy as much as you can defire of that 
echo, and receive ‘no pain or injury from 
the rocks ; for rocks abound, my friend, in, 
the fea 'of life.: * 

The Scripture "fpeaks of nations overturn- 
ing their jiidges in Jlony places \ and ambitious 
judges ought to be overturned, but as I do 
not afphe, I can never fall from an eminence. 

The ftate of parties in England, ftill makes 
me rejoice, thatlain'not in, London. *My 
friendlhips would* lead me naturally to wifli 

the rife of \he -v ^ ,while my con- 

fcience, and my humble judgment oblige me 
to prefer fyftdm as far as I know 
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It. 'Obd grdht he ma^ adoipt the tiiefl iiiea- 
firres'fof this country, aitd give them effect by 
the beft means, without di(arratiging’ your 
theafufes, fince the wheel of continual changes 
cannot but have a bad. efFeft in* the minds of 
the governed — but I fat down. to write a letter, 
not a treatife. , * ‘ 

By the way, I have read a fecond time here 
yoijr friend’s treatife oh the Hiftory of Cw«l 
Society, and am extremely pleafed with it, 
cfpecially his chapter on the relaxation of 
nationahipirit. * * # # 

Your communications abourthe Lama will 
be truly interefting. Lhave road fince I left 
Calcutta 809 pages in quarto concerning the 
Mythology and Hiftor)’’, both civil .and natu- 

V 

ral, of Tibet. The work was printed -with 
evefy advantage of new types and curious en- 
gravings, at Ko^mc, about ten years ago, and 

*. ’ ^ o . 'J ' 

was compiled from the papers of an Italian 
father, named Orazio, who had lift'd thirty 
years in that country and Napal, where he 
died. On my return, I purpofc, with the 
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permiiBoa of the fodety, to fejod ;^; £rtatife* 
to the profS} which opgh# to iland firft in out 
colledbns, as it will be a key to many odier 
, papers. I have canfed fix or feven {da.te8 U> 
be engraved for it. , , * . ! 

Always excepting my own imperfect efiays, 

1 may venture to foretell^ that the learned in 
Europe vdll.not be disappointed by our firil 
volume. But ’my gueat'tJbjed^ at which I 

•-ar • • ^ • 

have long bedh labouring*, is to give out 

country a complete digefi of Hindu and Muf> 

fulman law. ,I have enabled myfelf by ex- 

ceflive care to read the oldeft Sanfcrit law, 

• • 

boohs with the help of *a loofe Perfian para- 

■ • 

phrafe; [and* I have Jbegun a tranflation of 
Menu into*Englifh ; the bell Arabian law- 
tract, I tranilated lall year. What 1 can pof- 
fibly perform alone, I wHl by God’s bleiling 
perform j and I would vTite on the fubjedl to 
the Minifter, Chancellor, the ^oard of Con- . 
troul, and the Directors, if I vwre not appre-* 
henlivc that they wl^o «know the world, but 

* A Dissertation on the Orthography of Asiatic 
Woidsjn Roman Letters. W(>rks,vol. iii. page 253. 
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do notiully know me, would think that 1 ex« 
pedled feme advantii]ge either of &me or pa- 
tronage^ by purpofingto be made ^ Juftinian 
of India ; whereas I am confeious of defiring 
ho advantage, but the pleafure of doing general 
good. I ihall confequently proceed in the work 
by my own ftrengthj and will print my digeft 
by degrees at my own ekpenfe, giving copies of 
it where I know f hey Will be ufeful. One pohit 
I have already attained ; Pmade the pundit of 
our court read and correA a copy of Halhed’s* 

book in Jhe original Sanferit, and Itheh obliged 
*■ 

him to atteft it as good law, fo that he never 
now can give corrupt opinions, withbut cer- 
tain detedlion. ‘ * 

* ^ " c 

May your commercial blolToni arrive at 
maturity, with all the vigour of Indian vege- 
tation ! 

My foul expands, like your bloflbm, at the 
idea* of improved commerce ; no fubjed is to 
*me more animating. 

1 have a cpmmerclal ddea for you, not a 

* A translation by N. B. HalUcd, Esq. of the code 
cor.i])ilcd’ by pundits, by fiic direction of Mr. Hastings. 



l^oflbn!, Init as yet a ' "'WHs* if 

Perfia ihould now and What if' the 

prefent king, Jaffier Khan,i$e resdly as greata 
man as r^refentcd ! Perfia Wants many mahu- 
fadures of India, amd her king would be a Ya^- 
luableally. * * ' * * • « * 

♦ ♦ •* ^ . * I have already 

thanked you for your kind attentions to Emin, 

• • ^ 

3.t)d I beg to repeat tb^. h^any in England 
will be equally th^mkful. *He is a fine fel- 
low ; and if a£liye fervice fhould be required, 
he would feek nothing fo much, to be 

placed in tbtb moil perilous edge of the battle^ 
• * a * ’• * * ♦ 

. 

In this lettefWd fee the unabated activity 
of a vigorous mind, uniting recreation with 
improvement, and collefting in its progreis 
through the gardens of literature, the flowers 
of every foil, A detailed account of the daily 
lludics of Sir William JonQ,s would fifrprife 
the moil indefatigable, and it* may not be ini- 
pertinent to mention fn proof, of this obferra- 
tion, that he found time during his Ihort re- 
fideil(^ at Chatigan, in'aHdition to the occu- 
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patkw^'whicli 4?fc»bcd,|o perufc tTP^ce 
tli«: of^iFerdofi, the . J^Qijier of 

Pa^la,. ilip|koii^ to contain lixty . thoufand 
coupes. . Qf tlie ientiments expreded in Itiils 
ccmr^pondcipce,:, it is fufficient to remark in 
general, that they do no lefs honour to his 
heart than to his judgment.' L cannot but 

c 

wifh that he had found <time to writ? the am- 
ple defcription whith. he, mentions. 

Pewperfons have paffed, through a greater 
variety of hardlhips, and perilous adventures, 
than the perfon mentioned by ^ Sir William 
Jones, under the name of Emin. Born at 
Hamadan, in Perfia, of Armenian parents, 

« t. 

and expofed during his infancy to uncommon 
difafters, while a mere youth he followed his 
father and ruined family to Calcutta. He had 
there an opportunity of obferving the Superi- 
ority of Europeans, in arms, arts, and fcienccs, 
over the Aliatics, and the imprellion which 
he received from it, infpired»>an invincible de- 
iire in Emin to acquire «th^ knowledge which 
they poflefled. For this purpofe, he deter- 
mined, at all hazards^ to vifit England,* and 



after a long oppofition fromMsfailiiifvMvliig 

obtained' his reludant ht the 

only means left for the accbmpli&ii^tSdtt'ef hl$ 

• purpofe, working His pafhige as a comt&cm 

failor in one of ^he fliips beld^^gto lhc Eaft- 

India Company. After his arrival in Eng— 

land, he loft *00 timo in beginning to acquire 

the inftruftiftn which he fo anxioufly defired, 

h'lt his progrefs was r^ardTed.by the narrow- 
• • 
nefs of* his circumftances, *and he was comr 

polled to fubmit to menial occupations, and 

laborious employments, to procure a fubfift- 

ence. Forfune favoured ,his perfeverance,, 

and Tnj a moment of defpair, he was acciden- 

tally introdjuqed *to* ihe notice of the Duke 

of Northumberland, and afterwards to that 

of many gentlemen of rank and fortune, 

by whofe affiftance his views were pro- 

moted *. 

* Previous to his introduction to the Duke of North- 
\irnberland, Emin had become acquainted with Ed» 
mund Burk^ whom he accidentally met in the Park, 
After .some convorsatioi^ Mr. Burke uavited Emin to fiis 
apartii?ents, up two pair of stairs at' the sign of Pope’s 
head, at a bookseller’s near the '’femple. Emin, ignorant 
of the name of the gentleman who had treated him with 



The great obje(dt,,of .£mia, ms to obtaia 
a knowl^^e of mUkar)r tactics^ in the hopes 
of eixi|4o^Jjxig it jfuccefsfully, in refcuing the 
liberty .and religion of the country of his ai>- 
ceftors from the 'defpotifm of the 'Turks and 
Perhans. After fcrving with the Pruilian 
and Englilh armies in Germanyy^he procured 


SO mucK courtesy, begged to be favoured with it, and 
Mr. Burke polit^y ans^'ered,*** Sir, my name is Edmund 
“ Burke at your service ; 1 am a niup-away son from a 
father as you arc/’ He then presented half-a-guinea 
to Emin* sayingi upon my honour this is what I have 
** at present ; please to accept it/* 

Mr. Butke |hc next day visited Ediin, and assisted 
^him with his advice OrS to the bool s whiclf lie should read, 
He introduced him to his relation, I\lr. William Bip-ke ; 
and for thirty years Emin acknowledged that he waG troiif- 
ed with unceasing kindness bybftthi • ^ * 

At the period of the commencement of diis acquaint- 
ance with Mr. Jinrke, Emin had little left for his main- 
tenance, and the prospect of accomplishing the purpose of 
his voyage to Enghuid became daily mo^'e gloom^^ ‘‘ Had 
** not Mr. Burke consoled him now and then (to use thc^ 
‘‘ words of Emin) be might have been lest for ever through 
despair •, but liis friend always advised him to put Ills 
** trust in . God, and lie never missed a day without seeing 
Emin. He was writing books at the time, and desired 
** the author (i. e. Emin) to €op^ them ; tht first was an 
Imitation of thc^latc LordBolingbroke’s Letter; the so- 
“ cond, The Treatise of Sublime and Beautiful/’ Life 
of Emin, Lender. editiofi,p. £)a. • 
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the iheans of tranfpotting himfetf i^rthe 

mountains of Armeuia, !h the vim of offer- ‘ 

ing his fervices to HetacKus, the rdgnifikg 

prinee Georgia, and of routing the rdtgi- 

ous zeal and jnartial fpirit of his cpuUtrymen. 
• • • 

He had there the mortification to find his re- 

• ^ 

fources inadequate to the magnitude of the 

# 

enterprife, and he was compelled to return 
• * 

l^ifappointed to England.* After foine time 
• • 
fpent in foUcitation, he wls enabled by the 

afli fiance of his patrons to proceed with re- 
commendations to* Rutiia, and thepce after 
various fatigues and impediments, which hi^ 
forfttude and perfcverance furmounted, he 
reached Tefflis^ thd capital of Georgia. After 
eight years of wandering, perils, and diftrefs, 
through the mountains of that country and 
Armedia, he was obliged to abandon his vi- 
fionary projeft, andTeturned to his father in 
Calcutta. Still anxious for, the accom’plUh- 
mejat of his plarife, and no ways intimidated 
by the experience of paft dangers and difficul- 
ties, he made a third attempt for the execu- 
tion *of them, and proceeded to Perfia. This 
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proved equally Unfuccdsful, and he again re« 
turned to Caicuha. *In Eautij we fee the fame 
man^ who was a failor, a porter, a menial fer- 
vant, and fubfifting by charity, the companion 
pf noUes, and pdtronifed by princes and mo- 
narchs.everprefervingin his deepeft diftrefles, 
a lenfe of honour, a^fpirit of Integrity, a reli- 
ance upon Providences and a firm adherence 
to the princif^cs of Cbdftianity, in which he 
had been educated. During Ifis refidence in 
Calcutta, he publifhed an account of his event- 
ful life, which Sir William Jone^ condelcend- 
^ed to revife, fo f^r only as to cosrredt ortho- 
graphical errors, but vsithout any amendment 

* ft 

of the ftyle. ‘ ^ . 

* . • ^ T. .* * f 

From Chatigan, Sir AVilliain Jones re- 
turned to Ca*lcutta, and after the recefs of the 
court, again vifited his retirement at Cbrifhna- 
^ nagur, where he occupied himfelf as ufual in 
his favourite ftudies, ail account of which, as 
Well as of his journey to th&prefidency, I fliall 
fupply by extracts fron> hjs familiarletters. 
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Sir William Jones to .Mr. Ju{Uce 

Coimnalj/, June 15, 1786. 

I find that in this country, tra- 
vellers are perfect flaves to <he feafons and 
elements. It was my refolution when I left 
Dacca, to pu^i 6n as expeditioufly as polUble 
to Calcut^ but in our pafla^e of eight days 
laft year through the creeli^and the Artai 
river, our boat w^s hotter day and night, 
than I ever felt a vapour-bath ; till then, as 
rauch'as I had reafon to dread an Indian fun, 
I had not a complete idea of it. This affefled 
both Lady Jgnes and»’rae fo much,, that it 
wouli have beer\ njadnefs to have . palTed the 
Sundaibans* in fuch w'eather; anti Mr. Red- 
fearn having promifed to fen4 me word, 
W’hcn the Jelinga becomes navigable (which 
•is ufually about the middle of this month) I 
expe£l every day to receive that intelligence, 
after which I fiiall he in Calcutta in eight days# 
I am principally vt^ed at this delay, becaufe 
from your having taken the charge when it 
was Sir R. Chambers’ tiyii, I fear he muft he 
ill, and confcquently that you muft have a 



great deal of trouble : give my affedionate is* 
meinbrwce to ikirn/* . 

I am, &c. 

Sir William ^ones to Mifs £. siipley. 

bn the Ganges, SepU 7, 1786. 
You do too much honour, 

% 

my dear Madam, to my compoTitions; they 

amufe me in the' few r hours of leifure that 

^ * • 

my bufinefs allows, andrif tliey amufe my 
friends, I am amply rewarded. 

t 

* Ma«si ’1 Latino c*l Greco ^ 

Parian di me dopo la mortc^ c Sin vento j 
Ond’ io, perche pa vento ^ ^ 

Adunar sempi;e quel ch’un* ora sgombre, 

Vorrei ’1 vero abbr&ciar Eis,sando Tombre. 

Wetalkvof the year 1790, 'as the happy 
limit of our relidence in this unpropitious cU- 

« o 

mate ; but this muft be a family fecret, left 
applications fliould be made for my place, and* 
fhould be Ihoved out before my refignation. 
God‘ grant that the bad ftate of my Anna’s 
health, may hot compel' her to leave India 
before me ; I (hould remain like a man with 



9 ^' ^ 

ft deftd pMf oti om ef kis |iat k 

b^cer td )6& ont fkte for ^ 

ever. 1 do ncit iaiean that ihe has been, or ift 
.likely to 1^, in danger from her compUumts. 
I have propoibd ft ‘viht to h& friend Lady 
, Campbell, and ihe feemed tQ receive the pro> 
pofal with pleafure ; the lea air, and change . 
of icene at a proper feafon, may do more 
tlun ail the faculty with ^1 theif prefcriptions. 
As to politics and minifterS, let me whifper 
another fecret in your ear : 

lo' non credp piu itl nerv ch’ all* azzurra, 
and, as to coali^ons, if the ne(V be mixed with 
the dsnziirro^ they will Wly make a dirtier 
colour. India ^i^ yef fecure, and iipproveable 
beyond ima^nation ; it is not however in fuch 
a ftate of fecurity,but that wife politicians may, 
with ftrcAg well-timed exertions and well ap- 
plied addrefs, contrive' to lofe it. The dif- 
charge of my du^, and the ftudy of Indian 
laws in their original languages ’(which if no 
inconfideralile part ofimy duty) are an excufe 
* for my negle^ of writing letters j and indeed 
I ’find by experience, that* t can take up my 

ij/i-V. II. II 
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hx9t a liuadirfd uiMBifw^t 9 d i^w lying 
me, but my Anna, who my iecremry 
of ftate, and firft or rather sole la^..ofv^3h9 . 
trcafury, }m xfrritten yolumof. Loves and 
regards to all who love and regard t(s; as to . 
compliments, they, are unmeaning things, 
and neither become me to fend, nor you to 
convey. 

f • 

I am, 

VS^th great regard, dear Madam, 

Y'our faithful and afTetfUonate fervant, 

' WiifiiAM Jones.' 

€ 

Sir JFjl^0tt Jones to-VtiJ Safrkk Ruffir, 
Crishna-nagur^Sift.26, 1 78 *. 

Various caufes contribute 
to render me a bad correfpondent, particu* 
iarly the difcbarge of- my public duty, and 
the ftudies which are conneAcd with that 
du^, fuch aS the Indian' and Arabic h^ws in 
their feveral difficult languages, one o£ which 
has occupijed moll; of my leifure for the laft 
twelvliaonth, exc^tiiig when 1 traybUed to 



99 . 

Iflanubad, ’tk«. f^eoeSt .1^ 
and ;Y^^dant hillocks,* diiriin^ the.hc^ 


It is onlj in fuch a lethro^tent as the cottageV 
•where I,,-^ pAjg 4 Ihort watipn, that I 


can write to lit^a^ fri^n^ ..or even think 
much on literaiy^uhj^ils; pd . it lojjg 
after I left this foUtnde'laft.antujnn, that| 
had tlie plfialhr^of receiying your- moft. agree- 
able letter. ' ' 

lam tolerably ftrbng jn Sanferit^ and hop? 
to prove my ftrength foon by tranjflating a 
law tract of great intrinfic merit, an^extrepely 
curious, whi^ the Hindus believe to be al* 
moll as old as ^e creation. It is alcribed tO 
Menu, the l^inos'of* India, and like him, th? 
fon of Jove. • My prefent ftudy is the origi-* 
^ nal of Bidpa’s fables, called Hitopadela 
which is’a charming book, and wonderfully 
ufeful to a learner of the language. I con- 
gratulate you on the completion of your two 
works, but exh(»^ you to publilh them, 
Think how ntuch fanie Koenig loft by delay- 


* Translated by Sir 'WUliara Jones, and published in 
Im Wofles, vol. xiii. , * 


.H 9 



106 

iag Ills publieuioh|. Gd<! lesows ifi^ethef 
9tiy oie honourable to *his mem<^ i^l be 
made of bis manuleripts. Think Mr. 

D’Hcrbelot, wl^ofe pofthumous like 

ihOft others, had the £ne of being incortaflly 
publiflied. Printing is deaf at Calcutta ; but 
if government •would print your works (as 
they ought^ I cpuld cheerfully fuperintend 
commas and colons.* I am. delighted widi 
your botanical purfuits. They talk of a pub- 
lic garden on the banks of the river near Cal- 
cutta. * How I wifh for our lakes, you could 
be allured front the Sircars ^ I long to vilit 

them, however, and to view your collections ; 

• . 

though I rnuit be fo noneft aseto own, that 
accurate botanical deferiptions give me more 
pleafure than an herbal, 1 mean .where the. 
frefli plants can be examined. For this reafon 
1 have not begun to colled fpecknens, but 
deferibe as well as I can ; apd for brevity in 

c % 

coarie Latin. Lady Jones aiiifts me by her 
accuracy in drawing an^ colouring. 

The province of Chatigan (vulgarly Chi- 

* * « ^ 
tigong) is a noble held for a naturaUft. It is 
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lb cailedf 1 belief* £FOin die whieli is 

die inoft beautiful little bird 1 ever iarar, 
hSk and yroods abound , wkh imconuaon 
' plants and^animals j indeed the whole Eaftera 
peninlida wou!d*be a neve world t<f a plulolb* 
pher. I wUh poor Koenig had left his papers 

to you ; Banl:s has too diuch of his own to 

• • * 

cm|doy him, and Maepherfon, who loved the 
fiige, would I dare fa'y Have pei^uaded Lord 
Cornwaliis to raife the heft monument to his 
memory, a good edition of hk works. I have 
carefully exaihined a plant, whieh 'Koenig 
mentioned to me, and called pentapetbes protea, * 
from the Angular variety of leaves on the 
lame tree. •The natives call it Mq^amcband ; 
and one of hs fragrant flelhy blpfToms, ia~ 

fufed for a night in a glafs of water, forms a 

• • 

mucilage of a very cooling quality. The 

pentapetbes phoenicia, which now beautifies 

• • 

this plain, produces a fimilar iliucilage,^ which 
^ ^ • 
might anfwer the fame purpofes as that of 

* • 

the Arabian gum, if not other nind more im- 
portant purpofes. But 1 mention this plant, 
becauf& Koenig told me, tW Linnaeus had in- 
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vorted nature his defcriptkm (xf it, by 
hgning to it^e caib'ated filameBts^^toyeach of 
which were annexed three jHoHfic ones ; 
whenea^, faid he^ (I am fure 1 did^nm; mif- 
talce him) the fiow^ has hfteeh caftrated^ and 
five prolific; fo that in.tmth it would have 
been pentan^iafi. Now 1 have examined all 

the flowers of this fpecies.that Tcould get« 

% ” ^ * * 

and I find the defm^ion of Linnaeus to be 

correft ; but therb is no- accounting for the 

Variety of a protean plant. 

Maily thanks for your offer of Mr. D’Han- 

CarVille, but 1 have the book, though like you 

1 have not read it. t wiih to'be firm in San* 

fcrit, before I read fyftems oC mythology. 

We have fent the firft paper? of our tranf- 

aftions to the prefs, and fhall go on as faff as 

Mf. G.'s compofitor will iet us. Farewell, 

my dear Sir ; vivere, valere, et philofophari 

cum paUcis, il what I wifh for you, as much 
* ¥ 1 ‘ 
as fot your &;c. 
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Sir WtlUam Jones trf William Shipley f, IBfq. 

OrisAroMtagurf Oft, 5, 178$. 

\ 1 bluih, my dear Sir,^ ia readiag 

fecond or thii^.time with increaiing delight, 
your excdknt letters from Maidlkme, when 
I compare (He dates of them ,with that of my 
anfwer. *Vlriou$, however, are the caules 
which oblige me to b6 In indifi^ent and flow 
correfpondent ; firil, illnefr, which had con- 
fined^ met three months to my couch, where 
your firft letter found me on the jgreat river; 
next, the difrharge of an.* Important duty,* 
vjfhich ifalls peculiarly heavy on the Indian 
judges, wly).are* foiced to adi ^ juftices <£ 
the peace im a populous country where the 

police is deplorably bad ; then the diiScult 

• • 

• William Shipley, Esq. brother to'the4ate Bishop of 
St. Asaph, and now in his' 89th year. He suggested the 
idea of the Society for the Encouragement of Arts, •Com- 
merce, &c. wliich was established in 175S, and in the 
following year, a gold medal was voted to him by so- 
ciety, with an inscriptioty • 

To William Shipleit, 
whose public spirit 
gave Rise <o*this 
Society. 
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itudy o£ Hindu and Mohammedan laws, in 
two copious languages/ Sanfcrit and Arabic, 
which ftudies are infeparably conne^ed with 
mj public duty, and may tend to e{!:ablilh by ' 

• degrees, among ten.millions pf^our black fub- 
yed^s, that lecurity of deicendable property, 
a want of whi?h, as you juftly obfervc, has 
prevented the people of Alia fro*m improving 

- f * . 

thdi* agriculture an‘d*.ihechanical arts ; laftly, 

r 

I may add (though rathe^ an amufement than 
a duty) my purfuit of general literatmre,^ which 
I have*he^e an opportunity of doing from 
the fountain he4d, an opportunity, which if 

,p • r 

loft, may never be recovered? When I ac- 
cept therefore with gratitude th^ honour of- 
fered me by your young Hercules, the Maid- 
ftone Society, of being one of their corref- 

‘ i: 

ponding members, 1 cannot indulge a hope 
of being a diligent or ufeful correfpondent, 
unlefs. any diftovery Ihould be made by our 

* at 

Indian Society, which I may think likely to 
be of ufe in our comdion country. Your 
various papers I have diftributed among thofe, 
who feemed the likelieft to avail themfelves 
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of thfif rules and lunts wbicb tlicf 

if • 

The rapidity of the* Ganges, makes it ejCr 

tremely difficult to refcue the unhappy perfoos 

who arAoverfet in boats, elpecially at the 

time of the b9r^*, wben^fuch accidents moft 

ufually happen ; but 1 am confident that the 

methods prdfcribed in the little wc^k wiudt 

you fent the; will ofteh be ialutaiy even here. 

• * ^ 

Dr. Johnfon’s trad l*lftve enw^ent to a me- 
dical friend of greet ability ; and I am |>ar- 
ticukrly interefted in the fccurity of our pri- 
fons from infedioii, to which indeed ^hey are 
lefs' liable Id jhis climate, from our pradice, 
of n^eping in a drau|ht of air whenever it 

can be had. Without this habit, to which 

• • • 

1 am now enured, we fbould never be free 
from putrid diforders. * ♦ * * ♦ 

► 

* * Should ' your fbciety be fo ex- 

tended as to admit airKent, you will, Ttruft, 

■^^The bo7r, is an expression applied to a peculiar swell 
In the Huglxli river, occtfsidhcd by the rapid influx of tile 
tide ; it breaks in shallow watpr along the shore, and no 
boat can resist its violence. The noise pf its approach 
Is heard at a distance of sonfe*miies, and the boats to 
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in one ol* my olde^ 
college Mends* Db^or Breton, of Broughton* 
near who has left no path of feience 

wliftrafttre unexplored. We fhall/piint our 

* * 

limafadiofis with all fpeed, eonBfient with 
iecuracy ; as all our members* including even 
•crtir printer, are men of bufinefs* in commerce, 
tevenuc, or judicature, we cannot proceed 
tery rapidly, either in* giving the public the 
‘tral3:s we have already cofle&ed* or in adding 
to our cohesion. 

t • 

t 

^ Sir WiUiam Jonet to Sir J, Ma^herjhn^ Bait. 

Ciflcnita^ Noy^nS€* 
The ibciet heaf d with pleafiire, 
the Curiotts account of the Lama’s inaugur- 

t 

ation ; and the hrft Iheet of their tranfadions 
is printed. * 

^ ^ -Jlt -Jh # 

# ‘ * Be. aflured, that I will ever rc- 

* member the ‘contents of your own letter; 

« 

avoid it are rowed into deep H'ater, where the agitation 
is considerable, but not dangerous. The bores are high- 
er about the equinoxp^ and at the middle perjods be- 
, tween them cease altogether. 



ini my Hank. 

1 have ifeceived froin*that df Mr. Adam. Eo^ 
gufbn to you. Omt femence of k la ib 

and lb expredbdf thit i read It tUi I had 

• » 

it by heart. •* Joftlcc to the ftraa^,** dec. 

I am cocreifHng proo& of our Trirndk^oas^ 
ivhich will, 1 hope,* fatisfy ]^. m 

to the thetdt^y of tiie Hindus; By xiliag 
before the fun, I alldt!ah hour every day fo 
Sanferit, and am Charmed with knowing fo 
beautiful a filler of Latin and Credt. * ♦ 

m * * • * * * e 

« 

Magnum vefligal ell parfimonia, is air 

aphorifm which 1 learned early from Cicero. 

The public, df they* are grateful, muft wifli 

that you had attended as vi^l^tly to your 

own veAigal, as you have wifely ai^ foe* 
• • 

^ cefsfully to theirs. 

• 

In September, Lofd ConywalUs aniVed 
Fortwilliam, with the appointment of Govef* 
nor-General ; and* the writer^of thefe iheetS) 
who accompanied him to India, had the hap* 



p!ne& of renewing perTona^ Indmacy vridz 
^ WllHauii Jones. 

Hic iiinformity which marked the re> 
oudmog period cf his allotted exiftdhce» ad- 
mks of hide varie^, of deUdeation. The 
laTgeft portion of each year was devoted to 
Us |dtl^onal ^duties and ftut^es ; and all 
the timfi rthatt could be faved from'thefe im- 
portaht avocStions, whs dedicated to the cuN 
tivation of fcieiice anif literature. Some 
periods were chequered by illnefs, thq con- 
sequence of intenfe application ; and others 
•were embittered ‘by the frequent and fevere 
indifpofition of the partner of* his cares and 
objedt of his affections. ^ Th^ climate of 
** In^a” (as he had already found occafion 
to remark in a letter to a friend) “ had been 
** unpropitious to the delicate conftitution of 
** his beloved wife j” and fo apprehenfive 

t • 

was he of the cenfequences, that he intended, 
“ unlefs fome favourable alteration fliould take 
“ place, to urge her’ return to her native 

codntiy, preferring the pang of reparation 



**.for fivt or Jdx yem to dieanguUlH wibldk. 
be flioold hardly fundvf, oflofing bear/* . ; 
While bufine& required the duly a tt e n d * 
ance of ^ir Williani JoiieSf ia CaleittU, hia 

ufual reiidence vras on the* banki of the 

• . * 

Ganges, at the diftance of five milea from the 
court ; to thU fpot hq retymed every evemt^ 
after fun*fet,«and in the monung rofe fo early 
§s to reach his apartments iA town by walking, 
at the firft appearaace of the dawn. Having 
ieverely fuifered from the heat of the fun, he 
ever afterwards dre&ded and avoided expo* 
fure to it ; *and in his hymn to Suiya, he, 
allit^es* to its^efiedl ilpon him, and to his 
nioon-light rambiesTin the following lines: 

Then roves thy poet free. 

Who with no borrowed art, 

Dares hjmn thy powV, and durst provoke thy blaze, 

But felt the thrilling dart; 

And now on lowly knee 

From him, who gave the vgound, the balsam prays^ 

The intervening period of each monung 
until the 'opening of the court^ was regularly 
allotted and applied to dillinft ftudies. He 
paired the months of vacation at his retire- 



SkM wt in his ufttal purfoitt* 

Some ol the ptodtidions of his re« 

tkemcnt ii^ be Noticed; and I ihall now 
cdhtkxue my extradls from his famihar cor* 
m^oden^. 

Sir U^Uam tq J. 'Shore, Efq. 

Gardens y neat talcuUa, March 25, 1187. 
f I ato • charmed,' my dear Sirj 
with the ihoit but comprehenfive work of 
Rhadacaunt, your pundit, the title of which 
2 fee is , Puran-arthupracufam, , or the mean* 
in^ of the Purans difplayed. It contains 

t t ^ 

pedigrees, or lids of kings, from the eailicft 
times to the decline of the Indian empire; 

but the proper names are fo murdered, or 

* 

fo ftrangely* difguifed in Perfian letters, that 
1 am only tantalized with a thirll £or more 
accurate information. If the pundit at your 
requ^ft, will lend me the original, my mar- 
ifdtta writer fliall copy it elegantly, with 
i|>«Ces between the lines for a iiterU English 
tranflation, which may perhaps be agreeable. 
With your confcnt,*to our fociety. ♦ 
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f 

Hftagr Ui'lHirp 
1 return with man|' th«ink»« my 

dear Sir« th^Jetter of hia High M^litiiMllft 

0 ® 

, Tatbu Amu (king of Ava*), When I h6gait 

* If tlie il«ader has a oiriosity to see {hb ^ngidar 
ter, he inay,gnytify it. ' Th« perusal^ may perhaps reutt 
• to his recollection,.the following lines : *' 

• Here's a lar^ mouduiil^ed, 

. That spits forth death agd mouiitaShs, rocks andwasl 

— ■ - 1 . V I- - ■ 

Official translation of a lettor from the Rajah or Frinc'qpsil 
of* the Burmas to the Collector of Chittagong ; . 

I am lord of a whole people, and of 1 Oh countries, and 
my titles are Rajv^h Chatterdary {i/e, sitting under a ca^ 
xK)py^ and RajaU. Surey Bunkshee, (7^ e. descendant of 
the Sufi}. Sitting on the thror^ with a splendid canopy 
of gold, I hold in.subjectfbn to my authority man^ Ra^ 
jahsj gold, silver, and jewels, are the produce of mjr 
country, and in my hand is the instrument of war, that, 
as the lightning of Heaven, humbles and subdues my 
enemies fmj troops require neither injunctions nor Gon> 
•mands, and my elephants and horses arc without num*^ 
ber. In my service are ten pundits learned in the Shas^ 
ter, and IM priests, whose wisdom not to be equalled^ 
agreeably to whose learning and intelligence, I estecut^ 
ahd distribute justice among my people, so that my man* 
dates, like the lightnings su?er no resistance nor control 
My subjects are endo^ved with virtue and the principle^ 
of justice, and refrain from all immoral practices, and I 
m 95 Sun, blessed with the* light of wisdom tQ dUK ^ 




Se, I feared it was ho^e« but am to fiod 
St fo amiciabie. “ l)uk» imU nometi pads ! If 

cdver mrtt designs of men ; whoever is worthy of 
bang called a Kajahj is merciful and just towsurds his peo- 
p]ie$ thieves^ robbers, and disturbers of the peaces bave 
It lengdi rece^ived tfie puxushment duetto their crimes^ 
and novf the word of mjrm'outh is dfeaded as the light- 
nsig from Heaven. I am as a great sea, among 2000 
savers, and many rivulet^; and ^ <inountain Shu- 
meroo, surrounded by 40,000 hills, and like unto these 
js my authority, extending itself over 101 Rajahs ; further, 
10,000 Rajahs fiay daily attendance at my Durbar, and 
sny country excels every country of the world ; my pa- 
lace as the heavens, studded with gold and precious 
stones, is revered more than any other palace in the uni- 
verse* My occupations resemble the business of the 
chief of the angels, and I have written unto all the pro- 
. tinces of Arracan, wirii orders to forward this letter in 
safety to Chittagong, formerly subject tp the RajaheSery 
Tamah Chucka, by whom the country was cultivated ar^d 
populated ; ant^ he erected 2400 places pf public worshipp 
and made 24 tanks. 

Previous to his accession, the country was subject to 
other Rajahs, whose title w'os Chatterdary, who erected 
]^laces of worship, and appointed priests to^ adminis- 
ter the rites of religion to people of every denomina- 
tion; but at that period the country was ill govern- 
ed, previous to tl^e accession of Rajah Sery Tamah 
jQiucka to the government of the countries of Rutunpoor, 
Dootinady, Arracan, Dooraputty, Ramputty, Chagdoye, 
Mahadaye, Mawong, in whfisedime the cotmtry was go- 
^ vemed with justice and ability, and his wisdom was as the 
fightning ; and the people were happy under his admi- 
aistratioo* He w^as also favoured with the friendship of 



he is at {>e^ with, the Siameie, he majr be a 
good fidl^bour, and .we ^may be gainers by 

the religious men of the age, one of whom, hj name 
« Budder, re^rting to his place of residence, was solicited 
by the Rajali to^point some one for. the purpose of in- 
structing him in r^igious rites^ and Shawhiftany was ac 
^ cordingly appointed agreeably to the Rajah’s requisition ; 
at this time it rained ^rom Heaven, gold, silver, and pre- 
cious stones, which were Huried* undqy ground in charge 
of the above priest, whose Hbuse was of gold and silver 
* workmanship, to which the j^ople reso^, and worship 
the deities; and the Rajah kept a large establishment of 
• servants, and of slaves at the temple, for the service of 
travellers and passengers ; and his time was engaged in 
, the studying of the five books, and he always refrained 
from immoral practices and deeds interdicted by his re- 
ligion, and the priests, See, abstained from the flesh of 
geese, pigeons, gosits, hogs, arid of fowls ; and wicked- 
ness, thqft, adultery, lying, drunkenness, were unknown 
in that age. I likewise prirjue a fine of conduct and re- 
ligion similar tcftlie above; but previous tS my conquest 
of Arracan, the people were as snakes wounding men, a 
prey to enmity and disorder ; and in several provinces 
there were^ eaters of the flesh of men, and wickedness 
prevailed amongst them, so that no man could trust his 
neighbour. At this time one Bowdah Outhar, otherwise 
iSery Boot Taukwor, came down in the country of Arra- 
can, and instructed the people and th# beasts of the fie’d 
in the .principles of religion and rectitude, and agreeably 
to his word the country wa% governed for a period of 
5000 years, so that peace and good-will ^bsisted amongst 
men ; agreeably hereto is the tenor of my conduct and ' 
governnient of my people : as thgro is an oil, the produce 
of a ccrtaki spot of the earth, of exquisite flavour, so is 
V.ll. . I 
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Bis gold and ivoiy ; but t have iMl indifiadiMi 
to tafte his fweet and. ddicioua'iieiroleum, 
which he praifes fo highly; I am &tisfied 
* 'idth the imeU of it» and with its (ingular pro- 

my dignity &nd power above that of i^her Rajahs ; and 
TafRoo Rajah, the high priest, having consulted with the 
others of that class, represented tor me on 15th Aughur 
IHS, saying, do you enforce the laws and customs of 
Sery Boot Taukwor, which*^! accordingly did, and more- 
over erected si^ placer of divine woVship, and have con- 
formed myself strictly to the laws and customs of Sety 
Tamah Chucka, governing my people with lenity and 
justice. 

As the country of Arracan lies contiguous tp Chitta- 
gong, if ? Treaty of Commerce were established between 
me and the ^English, perfect amity a^d alliance would 
ensue from such engagements ; therefore I have submit- 
ted it to you, that the merchants of your country should 
resort hither for the purpose^ of p^irdiasing pearls, ivory, 
wax, and that in return my people shbuid be permitted 
to resort to Chittagong for the purpose of trafficking in 
such commodities as the country may afford ; but as the 
Mugs residing at Chittagong have deviated from the prin- 
ciples of religion and morality, they ought to be correct- 
ed for their errors and irregularities agreeably to the 
written laws, insomuch as those invested with power will 
suffer eternal punbhment in case of any deviation from 
their religion and laws, but whoever conforms his cipnduct 
to the strict rules of piety /md religion, will hereafter be 
translated to Heiaven. I have accordingly sent four ele- 
pham’s teeth under charge of 30 persons, who will re- 
turn with your answei tp the above proposals and ofil^rs 
of alliance. 
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of reftoring the fcent of leatbeip, 

jl • 

I am told he is aa aUe man ; but from all 1 

can learn, I fufpe^ him to be an ambitious 

• dog, whb. would zSt the lion if he could, and 

end, as he i^faid to have {>egui\ the Au- 

renzeb of the Indian peninfula. 

We are prfstty well, and hope that you arb 

now in good* health. Tou will not (though 

you diflike medicine) to ftiy prefcrip- 

tion: f * 

Take a concerto of Corelli, 

An air of Leo, or Jergolesi, 

a trio of Haydn, &:c. Mixtnra Sat. 

Would I could Jie as good a phytician to you, * 
• • •• • 
as.l am, &c. * 

Sir William Jones to J, Shore^ Efq. 

If ay 12, n87. 
You have fent me a treafure, 

which will enable me' to fatisfy my mind at - 

• • 

lealt on the chronology of India ; need I lay, 
that L (hall ever be liappy in the converfation 
of lb learned a man^s’Rhadacaunt ? Before 
I return to Calcutta, I lhall have read his in- ^ 
terellingbook, and lhall b5 better able to con- . 
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vetfe with him in Stinfcrit, which I fpeak 

• I 

continually with my pundit. 

I can eafily conceive all your feelings, but 
conllder, my dear friend, that yoii' are now 
colleding^ for yourfelf (while <^ou ferve your 
country) tliofe flowers which will give a 
brighter hloom even to the valleys of De- 

t 

vonfhire, that you ate young 'and have as 
fair a profpb^, of long happinefs as any mor- 
tal can have. I predidV, that when I meet 
you a few years hence at Teignmouth, where 

f • 

I hope to fpend many a feafon with all that 

my foul cherifties in this world, I ftiall hear 

you confefs, that your painfvil toil in India, 

conduced in the end to your, happinefs. That 

you may enjoy as much of it as human life 
1 

affords, is the fincere wifh of, &c. 

Sir William "^ones'Mo J, Shore, Efq. 

t Jmie 24 

f 

« * * I airf well, rifing conftantly 

between three and four, and ufually walking 
two or three mll^ before funrife ; ihy wife 
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is tolerably well ; and wc ot^y lament, tbat 
the damp weather will fopn oblige us to leave 
our herds and flocks, and all our rural delights 
on the iJanks of the Baghiratti. Thebufiinefs 
of the court^ill continue at leaft two months 
longer, after which I purpofe to take a houfe 
at Bandell of Hugli,* and pafs my autumnal 
vacation as ufual with the Hindu bards. I 
have read your pundit* s curious book twice 
in Sanfcrit, and wifi have it elegantly copied ; 
the D^ahijlan alfo I have read through twice 
with great attention ; and both, cd^es are 

ready to be returned, • as ‘‘y ou fhall direft. * 

• • .. • 

Mr. R. Johiffton thinks he has a young 
friend who, will tranHate the Dnbijlan, and 
the great oft part of it w'ould be vpry interell- 

ing to a turious reader, but fomc of it can- 

• • 

not be tranflated. It contains more recondite 
learning, more entertaining hiftory, more 
beautiful fpecimens of poetry,* more ingenuity 
and * wit, ^more indecency and blafpheiny, 
than I ever faw colfefted in a Angle volume ; 
the two laft are not the author’s, but are in- 
troduced in the chapters on the heretics and • 
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ipfidels of India. On the whole, it is the 
xnoft amuhng and inftru^tive book 1 ever 
read in Perfian^. 

1 hear nothing from Europe, butVhat all 

1 

the papera contain | wd thj^t ''is enough to 
make me rejoice exceedingly, that 1 am in 

f 

Afia. Thofe with whom I havd fpent fome 
of my happieft hour^, and hope' to ipend 
many more bn. my return to England, are 
tearing one another to pieces, with the enmity 
that is proverbial here, of the fnake and the 
ichneuaaon. 1 have nothing left therefore, 
but to wifh whatsis right and jUft may pre- 
vail, to difcharge my public duties with un- 
remitted attention, and <o recreate myfelf at 
leifure with the literature of this interefting 
country. 


* The DahUtan^ is a treatise on twelve different re- 
ligions', composed by a Mohammedan traveller, a native 
of Cashmir, named i\Iohsan^ but distinguished by the as- 
sumed name of Fatii, or perishable. Sir William Jones, 
in his sixth discourse to the society, on the Persian.s, 
refers to it as a rale and interesting tract, which had cast 
a gleam of light on the primeval history of Inm and the 
human race, of which he ,had long despaired, ando which 
could hardly have dawned from any other quarter. 
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Sir m/liam Jmm to'j. Share, Efq. 

Crishm-nagvr, Aug. 1187. 

' I, thank you heartily, my dear Sir, for 

the tender ^ins of the unSTortugate Char> 
lotte^, which have given us pleafure and 

e 

pain; the fcmnets which ^relate to herfelf are 
incomparaUy the befl . Tetrarca is little known ; 
llis fonnets, erpecially the Brlit l^k, are the 
lead valuable of hie works,* and contain led 
natural fentiments than thofe of the fwan of 
Avon ; but his odes which are political, are 
equal to the lyric poems of the Greeks ; and • 
his "triumphs liure in a* triumphant drain of 
fublimity and .maghificence. Anna Maria 
gives you many thanks for the pleafure you 
have procured her. We are in love with 
this padoral cottage ; but* though thefe three 
months are called a vacation, yet I have no 
vacant hours. It rarely^happeos that favourite 
dudies are clofely*conne(d^d tvith the drid’ 
difcharge o'f our duly," as minq happily are'; 
even in this cpttage I am alliding the courT* 
^ * Sonnets by Chadotte Smith. 



120 


by ftudying Arabic and Sanfcrit, and have 
now rendered it an impoffibility for the Mo- 
hammedan or Hindu lawyers to impofe upon 
us with erroneous opinions. 

This brings to my, mind yo(ir honeft pun- 
dit, Rhadacaunt, who refufed, I hear, the 
office of pundit to' the* court, and told Mr. 
Hallings that he woulid not accept of it, if the 
falary were doubled; his fcruples were pro- 
bably religious ; but th^ would put it out 
of my power to fervc him, Ihould the office 
again be vacant. His unvaflirnifhed tale I 
would have repeated to you,, if we had not 
miffed one another on the river; but fince 
I defpair of feeing ydu until my return to 
Calcutta, at the end of Odlober, 1 will fet it 
down here, as nearly as I can recolledt, in 
his own words : 

“ My father (faid lie) died at the age of 
“ an hundred *years, and my mother, who 
“was eighty 'years old, became z fati; and 
** burned herfelf to expiate fins. They left 
“ "me little befides good principles. Mr, 
“ Haftings purchaled for me a piece of land, 
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** which at firft yielded twelve -hundred rupef^ 
“ a year ; but lately; either through my in- 
“ attention or through accident, it has pro- 
“ duce^only one thoufaiid. This would be 
“ fufficient ^,me and my family ; but the 
“ duty of Brahmans is not only to teach the 
“ youths of their feel, ‘but to relieve thofe 
who afe poor. I made many prefents to 
poor fcholars and otje'rs in» diJftrefs, and for 
“ this purpofe I itnticipatcd my income* : I 
“ was then obliged to borrow for my family 
“ expenfes, «nd I now owe about three 
“ thoufand *rypees, T,his .debt is my only* 
‘‘ caid'e of unaalinel’s in this world. I would 
“ have meptjondd it*to Mr. Shofe, but I was 
afhamed.” 

Now the queftion is, how he can be fet 
upon fiis legs again, when I hope he will be 
more prudent. If ‘Bahman* Ihould return 
to Perlia, I can afford to give«him one hundred 
rupees a month, tlil his debt fhall be difeharged 
out of his rents ; hut at prefejit, 1 pay more 

^ A pars! and a native of Yejd, employed by Sir Wil- 
li'uii Jojies as a reader, * 



in falaries to my native fcholars than I can 

well aiF(HYl; nevert&elels I will cheerfully join 

you in any mode of clearing the honeft man, 

that can be fuggefted ; and I wpiild aflift 

him merely for his own fake, liT I have more 
' #• * * 

Brahmanical teachers than I can find time 

« 

to hear. 

< 

1 fend you not an dlegant pathetic fonnet, 
but the wildeft and pranged poem that waa 
ever written, Khakanrs complaint in prifon. 
The whole is a menace, that he would change 

f 

his religion, and feek protedien among the 
, Chridians, or the Gabres. It *contains one 
or two proper names, of which I fipd no 
full explanation even in a 'commentary pro- 
felTedly vrritten to illudrate the poem. The 
fire of Khakani’s genius blazes through the 
fmoke of lus erudition ; the meafure of the 
poem, which will enable you to correal the 
errors of the copies, is 

4 ^ 

vwith a drong accent on the lad fyllable of 
each foot. Adieuj my dear Sir, &c. ‘ 
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Sir William Jones to Jos. C&wper Walker, 
£fq.- $t. Valers Bray, Ireland. 

_^ris/ma-mgur, Sepi. 11, 1787 . 

I g^i^e you my hearty thanka, dear Sir, 
for your Id^ attention to me, aijid for the 
pleafure which 1 have received from your 
letter, as weH as for. that whkh I certainly 
frail receive from youf hiftorical memoirs of 
the Irifr Bards.’ The tftm*bein^over before 
your book could b9 found,* and the frate ‘of 
my health obliging me to feek this paftoral 
retreat, where* I always pafs my '^acation 
among the Brahmans of this ancient uni- , 
verfily, 1 left*; Calcutta* before I could read 
your work, but,frair peruie it with eagernefs 
on my return to the capital. You touched 
an important firing, when you mentioned 

the fubjedl of Indian muhc, of which 1 am 

• 

particularly fond. I ‘have juft read a very 
old book on that , art in Sanfq’it. 1 hope to 
prefent the world with the fubftance of it, as * 
foon as the tranfadiien? of our fociety can be 
printed ; but we go on flowly, fince the*"* 
prefs is often engaged by* government ; and 



we think it better tb let bur fruit ripen na- 

t. 

rurally, than to bring forth fuch watery and 
imperfed: fruits as are ^^fually raifed in hot 
beds. The AJiatk Mifcellany, to which you 
allude, isfiiot the publication of our fociety, 
who mean to print no fcraps, nor any mere 
tranflations. It was the undertaking of a 
private gentleman, and will certainly be of 
ufe in diffufing Otijental literature, though 
it has not been fb corredHy printed as I could 
wilh. When you fee Colonel Valiancy, 
whofe jlearned work I have^ read through 
I twice with great pleafure, I rcqueft you to 
prefent him with my beft remembrance. We 
fliall foon I hope fee faithful tranflations of 
Irifli hiftories and poems. I fhall be happy 
in comparing them with the Sanfcrit, with 
which the ancient language of Ireland had 
certainly an affinity. Proceed, Sir, in your 
laudable career^ you deferve the applaufe of 
your count)// and will niofl; afTuredly have 
that of, Sir, 6ic. ‘ 
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Sir JViUiam 'Jones to Dr. Patrick RuJfeP. 

Cjrish^a-nagur, Sept, 22 , 1787 . 

Your interefting papers did not find 
their wSty to me till I had left this cottage, 
and was wlibUy immerfed iA bufinefs. In- 
deed, I am fo harafied for eight months in 
twelve, that»I can feldom think of* literature 
till the aiUugin vacation, which I pafs in this 
charming plaifi,* the dcie^ in#Bengal, and 
. clofe to a college o^ Brahmans. I am charm- 
ed with your plan ; and if the diredlors have 
not yet refolyed to print the work at their 
expenfe, I «can perhaps fu^geft’a mode of 
proturing very powerful influence with them. 
The king has muplr ^t hedrt his new botanical 
garden at St. Vincent’s ; his objeifit is two- 
fold, to improve the commerce o*f the Weft- 
Jndia iflands, and to provide the Britiih troops 
*on fervice there with medicinal plants. Now, 
if you could fend a b<3x or two of feeds, ‘like- 
ly to be ufeful in coinmeroe or medicine; 
diredfed ft) Sir Geijrge Young, the fecretary 
at war, (to whom I have inclofed your lett^« 

to tbt Board at Madras^ I* dare iay the Board 
• ^ 
of Controul would be defired to ufe their in- 
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fluence with tlie Diredtont. * * 

* * ‘ * could not have 

chofen a better rpeclmen than the pedalium 
mureXy of which little b faid by Linnxus, 
and that^ froih doubtful authority. The 
cpuntia I have not feen here, and I cannot 
ramble into the wopds.. Our groves at this 
place are ikirted with an angulated caSlus\ 
called Jija (pjonpuhced feeja) in the Sanfcrit 

r 

di^ionaries, where I find ^he names of about 
300 medicinal plants, the virtues of which 
are mentioned in medicinal books. I agree 
with you, that tjiofe books do not carry full 
convidlion j but they lead to ufeful ' experi- 
ments, and arc therefore valuable. I made 

t - 

fine red ink, by dropping a folution of tin in 

aqua regia Into an infufion of the coccus^ 

which Dr. Anderfon was fo polite as to fend 

to me. His difcovery will, I truft, be ufeful j 

his ardour and ingenuity deferve fuccefs. 

' 1 have jull read with attention the Pbilo* 

« 

Jophia Botanica, which € Qonfider as the gram- 
mar, and the Genera et Species as the dic- 
tionary, of botany. ^ It is a mailerly ^ork, 
and contains excellent matter in a Ihort vo- 
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lume ; but it Is harlhlyy not to iay barbarouily, 
written.. I grieve to .fee Ijotaby imperfed in 
its two moft important articles^ the natural 
orders 2nd the virtues of plants, between 

which I fuJptd a ftrong affinity. I envy 

• * % * 

thofe who have leifure to purfue this be- 
witching ftudy. * . , 

Pray, my. dear Sir, ‘have you the Oriental 
manufcripts of my friend ,Dt. Alexander 
. Ruflel ? He lent m® three, \vhich I returned; 
the SucardaUf the Banquet of Bhyfcians^ and 
a beautiful Hefez. ' If you have then}, I Ihall 
beg leave totead them again, when we meet* 
in EurtJpe. • 

• Poftfcript. ^ha*! . is fpikenard ? I mean 

botanicaJly, what is the natural order, clafs, 
genus, &C. of the plant ? What vras the 
fpikcnafd in the alabaftcr*box of the Gofpel ? 
*What was nardi parvus onyx ? What did 
Ptolemy mean by the excellent nard of Rhan- 
gamutty in Bengal ? I have btfen in vain en-’ 
deavouring for above ttvo years^ to procure an 
anfwer to thefe queftions ; your anfwer will * 
greatly oblige me. • * 
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Sir William Jbnes io Thomas Caldicott^ Efq. 

^ Cnshna-nagur, Sept. 27, 1787. 

Your brother fent me your letter at a 
convenient tim6, and to a convenient place, 
for I can only write in the long vacation, 
w'hich I generally fpend in a delightful cot- 
tage, about as far from Calcutta, as, Oxford is 
from Londau, and.dofe to kn ancient uni- 
verfity of Brahmans, wit^i whom 1 now con- 
verle familiarly in Sanferit. You would be 
aftoniihed at the refembJance. between that 
language and both Greek and Latin, Sanferit 
and Arabic will enable me to do this country 
more eflential fervice, than .the introduftion 
of arts (even if I ihould be able to introduce 
them) by ‘procuring an accurate digeft of 
Hindu and Mohammedan laws, which the 
natives hold facred, andhy which both juftice 
and' policy require that they fhould be go- 
'verned. « • 

I have publifticd *n®tlyng ; but* Armenian 
• clerks make fuch blunders, that I print ten or 
twenty copies of* every thing I compofe. 
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which are to ‘be ccmiider^ a« matiu^pts. 

I beg you will fend me your remarks on my 
plan of ai^epk poem. Sanfcrit has engaged my 
'vacations lately; but 1 will finllh it, if I live. 

I promife you to attend to all that is fsud, eipe- 

* cially if alterations are (uggefted, alyrays re^* 
ferving to myfelf the'final judgment. One 
thing I am indexible in; 1 have maturely 
cenfidered the point, and*am retolved to write 
in blank verfe. I have not time to add my 
.reafons j but they are good. 

I thank you'for Sheridan's fpeedb, 'which 
I could not however read* through. For the 
laft^fixteen yearl of my life, 1 have been in a 
habit of requiring evid'ence of all 'alTertions, 
and I have no leifure to examine proofs in a 

• bufmefs fp foreign to my purfuits* * 

If Railings and Impey.are guilty, in God's 
name let them be punilhed ; but^let theOi not 
be condemned without legal evidence. I will: 
^ fay ntore of myfelf, than you do of yourfelf, 
but in few words. I never, was unhappy in 
England ; it Was not in my nature to be lb ; 
Ufe—y.ll. • K. 
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but I aever was tijl I ww fettled in In- 
dia. My conftitution^'bw overcome the cli- 
mate I and if 1 could fay the lai|ae of my be- 
loved wife, I Ihould be the happieif of men;' 
but ihe has perpetu^ complaints, and of courfe 
I am in perpetual anxiety on her account. 

9 

Sir William yones to y. Wilnioty Efq. 

. Crhhta-mgU}\ Bengal, Oct. 3 , 17 § 7 . 
*«*-*^**** 

* * * I cannot, however, 

let the fcafon flip, without .fcribbling a few 

I 

lines to tell you, that my coifllitution feems 
to have overcome 'the climate, aAd that I 
Ihould be, as happy as mortal man can be', or 
perhaps ought to be, if my wife had been as 
well as I have for the laft three years. 

I have nothing* to fay of India politics, ex- 
cept that Lord Cornwallis and * * * arc 
juftly pppulaa, and perhaps the moft virtuous 
governors id the world. ' Of Englith politics 
I fay nothing ; becaulc I doubt whether you 
and I Ihould ever agree in them. I do not 
mean the narrow politics of contending par- 



li^l 

ttei^ blit die great priac^lea pf g^i^^ettt 
and tegUlation, the majeftjr o£ die Whole na<« 
tion coll^^vely, and the confiftency of po- 
pular rights^ with re^ prep^^adve, which 
ought to be fupported, to>fupprefs the oligar- 
chical power. But in India I think litde of 

thefe matters. 

• • 

. Sir fTt/Itam Jones to J. Shore, Efq. 

*Crislma-nagar, Oct. 10, 1787, 
I hope in lefs than a fortnight to fee you 
in perfed health, as 1 ihall leave tMs •diarm- 
ing retreat oh the aoth.. I, want but a few 
leaves pf havidg read your copy of Hafez 
twice through ^ .add )*am obliged /o you for 
the mod agreeable talk (next the Shah-nameh) 
I ever performed. The annexed elegy* 
was fent'to me by the poll j and I fend it to 

you, becaufe 1 think you will like iL There 

• ^ 

* The elegy alluded to^ which has4>eeii sfece printed 
in a collection of poemS|.is the following : 

PHILEMOJf. • An Elegy. 

Where shade yon yews the church*yard’s lonely boum» 
With faultering stepj absorb’d in thought profound^ 
Philemon wends in solitude to moifrn. 

While evdhing pours her deep'ning glooms around. 

K 2 
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is a grejtf |>atho8 ia the fourth tetraftick j ^ 
I know* . unhappily that exceiliye is 
neither full of tears, nor full of ; yet if 
a dramatic poet were to reprefent fuch grief 
natm^ly,*! doubt T^h.ether his conduft would 

be approved, though with fine a^ing and fine 

• * 

founds in the orcheflra, it ought to have a 
wonderful effeft. Lady J. is pretty well ; a 
tiger about a month hid, .who is fuckjed by a 
goat, and has all the geiftlcnefs of his fofter- 
mother, is now playing at her feet. I call 
him Jupiter. Adieu. 

ft 

Loud shrieks the hkst, the sleety torrent drive.';, 

Wide spreads the tempest's desolating power; 

To grief alone Philcmbn rcckiess^hves, • 

No rolling p8al he heeds, cold blast, nbr^showen 

For this the date that stamp'd his partner’s doom ; 

His trembling lips receiv'd her latest breath. 

Ah ! wilt thou drop^ne tear on Emma’s tomb J'’ 

She cried : and clos’d each wistful eye in death. 

No sighs he breath’d, for anguish riv’d his breast ; 

Her clay-qpld ha^d he gra’sp'd, no tears he «hed> 

•Till fainting nature sunk by grief oppress’d, 

And ere distraction cat;ne all sense was fled. * 

• . • * 

Now time has calm’d, not cul’d Philemon’s woe, 

. For grief like his, life-woven, never dies ; 

And still each year’s^ collected sorrows flow, . ^ 

As drcojiing o’er his Smma^s tomb he sighs. ^ 
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iSr WilHam yomes ta 'Df, F^di 

GardenSf -m the Ganges, Jan. 5, 1788. 

€rlve me leaYC to recommmid* to your 

kind attentioh& Colond Poliet, who will de« 

liver this to you at Oxford. He prefents to 

the univerfity aSn 'extremely Tare *work la 

Sanfcrit, a,copy of the- four vedas, or Indian 

fcriptures, which 'confirm^ inftead»of oppofing; 
* • 
the Moiaic account ^f the creation, and of die 

deluge. He is himfelf one of the beft-dif- 

pofed &nd beft^informed men, wbgl ever left 

India. If he,embark to-morrow, *I fhall not 

be able to fend*you, by.bim) an Arabic ma- 
• . • . * 

nufcript, which l.have read with a native of 

Mecca, the poems of the great Ali. * * 

» e « 4^ * « # 

Our retupi to Europe is very diftant ; but I 
hope, before the 'endpf the eighteenth cen- 
tury, to have the pleafuure of cpnverllng with 
you, and to ^ve yoy a good account of Periia, 
through which 1 purpoie to return. 
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sir m % Btmks. 

Gn^autnearCal^ay Feh,iSt\1h%. 

I nsg h^Uy gratified by ytmr kind < 
letter, end hvrt diffufed great pi^ure among 

® a . O 

our aftronomers here, by fliewing them an 
aecouat ef. the lunar volcano^ The Brahmans, 
to whom 1 have related the diippirery in San- 
jciit, are highly deiighted' with it. Public 

■ f ' 

hufinels prefles on me fo heavily at this fea-i 
fon, that 1 mt^ poftpone the pleafure of 
writing iidiy to you, till I can retire ' in the 
long vacation to my cottage, '^where I hear 
nothing of plaintiffs or defendants. Your 
fecond*c(»umhiSc^ J will ^uthfiilly execute, 
and have already made enquiries concerning 
the dacca cotton ; but 1 Iball be hardly able to 
procure the feeds^ &c. before tbf Rodney 
iails. 

• , * * 0 , * 0 0 
Thele letters defcribe the elegant occupa- 
tions of a mind difriplined in the fchool of 
fcience, ardent to embrace it in all its extent, 
and to make even its amufements' fubfervient 



to the advancement^ of ufefal kncmle^ge, and 
the piiUic good. (£ifdhaf|tl of his 

appointed duties, we fee Sir William Jones 
returning with avidity to his lit^ty’p^rfuits, 

improving his acquaintance with ht^hy, imd, 

* * * * ' ' 
relaxing from the feverity of ftudy by the pe- 

rufal of the* moft admired OrientaT authors, 

communicating his pleafures and acquirements 

Jo his friends. * There su'e ‘few <Sf his letters 

in which he does net introduce the name ‘bf 

Lady Jones, with that affe^on which never 

abated : ihe was his' conftant com|Anion, and 

the aflbciate* of the literaty entcrtsunment » 

which dccupieti and anfufed his evenings. 

* Amongft^ Ae letters wiiich I ^have tran- 
fcribed, I cannot pafs, without particular no- 
tice, that which he wrote to me in the begin- 
ning of* 1787. The predidion which it con- 
tains, is a melancholy proof of the difappoint- 
ment of human expeditions ^ and 1 am how 
difcharg^ng the duty of aifedibh for Bis me- ‘ 
mory, at a Ihort diftaftce only from the fpot 
which he mentions, aa the anticipated fcene * 
of fufure delight, and \fh*ere I once fondly 
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boped to aokjoy iu^jdiie&of hk fociety* 
That lu^inefe wOulii indeed have impacted 
a higher bloom, to. the valleys of Devo&ihire» 
whi^h 1 now trace with the melancholy re- , 
colle^ton, that* the friend whom' 1 loved» and 
whpfe vi^es I admiredi is no more* 

The iatrodu^on of the uf}vamilhed tale of 

c « 

his refpedable* Hindu fnend* is ^ proof of 
that kindnefs and f^nCbilityv which he ever 
felt for diftrefle4*merit. ^ It is fqperfluous to 
add» what the reader will have anticipated, 
that the difpofition to relieve his wants was 
not fufferCd to evaporate in mere profeilion. 

In the midft of hi^ public duties and»lite- 

r 

rary employments^ political fpeculations had 
hut little ihare of his attention ; 'yet the fen- 
timents which he occalionally exprelTes on 
this fubjei£l:, do honour to his heart, and prove 
that the welfare of his country was always 
nesyreft to it. 

\ 

The hope yrith which he flatters himfelf, 
that his conltitution''had overcome the climate* 
was unfortunately ill-founded ; few months 
elapfed without hi^ fuSering from the.efleAs 
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«£ tW aad atudc ihad A teaiddltcy to 
weakan the vigour of pU 'i 

Among othor Uterary defigns which he me- 
ditatedy he mendons the plan Of an epicpoenu 
It was founded on the fame *ftory which he 
had originally feleded for a compolition of 
the &me nature* in his .twenty-fectmd year, 
the difcovery.of Englimd by Brutus; but his 
acquaintance ^ith Hindu my$hol(^, had 

• s 

fuggefted to him thp addition of a machinery 

perfedly hew,, by the introdudion of the 

agenc^ of the Hindu deities; and however 

wild or extravagant the fidion may appear, ^ 
• • • 

the<difcordanc^ may be eafily reconciled by 
the adusd fubje^oi^ of'Hindufian to the 
Britifli dominion, poetically vifible to the 
guardian angels of that country.’ The firft 
hint of •this poem, was not fuggefted by the 
•example of Pope, but by a paflage in a letter 
of Spenfer to Sir Walter Ralegh * ; it is ‘evi- 
dent however, that Sir William Jones was ‘ 
not difpofed to abarylon 'the execution of his 
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parpole tli« ibMiHrei Dr.^ Joimfiw, 

Pope^s intemded podb, i^iid tkat^ mmorie oped 
de&tnee a£ the critic's opinkMai hedeterinined 
to write it in blank verfe, althouglf iM^'bri- 
^ally propofed to adopt the heroic meadire 
in rhyme. I fhoukl have been happy tO gra- 
tify the Cttrioiity of, my, readers with his rea- 
^s for this de'termination, but they not 

appear. ^ - 

» 

Notwithftandkig all that might have been 
expeded from the genius, tafte, and erudi- 
tion of Sir William Jones on, a fubjei^ like 
, this, I cannot, for my own part, lament the 
application of his time and labour to Other 
ftudies, calculated to inflruf| as well as \o 

I * 

delight the public ; we have far more reafon 
to lament, that he did not live to return to 
his native country ‘through Perfia, and that 
we have loft for ever that information which 
would have bep fupplied by his refearches 
and obfervations during the journey. The 
ftrength of a conftitatipn, nevcf vigorous, 
was unequal to the inceiDint exertion pf his 



menla] ficaltieis : and whi^^ int adodbe tbe 
bovndlefs adivity of /ila^nd, we antidpote 
with forrow its fatal effeds upon his facjdth. 

I'&r^frcqiKDrly renuffke^ that k was the 
prevailing wilh o£ Williaift Jones to render 
hie talents and attaiomenti ufeful to hb cosut- 
try. The tenouf of hb cionrefpondetaet 
that his pcinipipal ftudieswere direded to ^ 
objed ; and nearly tvua yba^ preceding the 

• a 

period at which f, am arrived, he ddfcrihes 
the mode in which he propt^s to g^ve efied 
to his wilhe8,,and exprefles his determinadoni 
to accomplifli it, with an energy which marks, 
hi8*fenfe of t&e impovtance of the work he 
then meditated.. ^ 

u • ^ 

Having now qualified himfelf, by his know- 
ledge of the Sanfcrit and Hindu laws, for 
the execution of his plan, be determined to 
* delay it no longer ; and as he could ncx pm* 
dently defray the expenfe ol^the undertaking 
froiji lus own finances, he deemed it proper 
to apply* to the government of Bengal for 
their aflifiance. The following letter which 
he addrelled to the Govefnor-General, Lord 
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CornwjJlisy pa dais ppataiai tM die 

explaaatipiei nd«0ifty.,^ 

HY LOYV, 

It has long been my wUh ti/addrels 
the government* of the BritUh dbmintont in 
India on. the admia^ation of jufitce among 
the natives of Beng^d and Bahar,. a fubjed of 
equal importande to the appellate jurifdiftion 
of the fupreme court, at Calcutta, where the 
judges are required by tl^e legillature to de* 
cide Gontroverfies between Hindu and Mo- 
hammedan parties, according^ to their re> 
^fpeftive laws of contraAs, androf fucceflion 
to property j they had, I believe, fo decided 
them, in moft cafes ' before the ftatute to which 
1 allude, had palTed; and the parliament 
only confiriUed that mode of decifion, which 
the obvious principles of juftice had led them 
before to adopt. Nothing indeed could be' 
moreobviouflyjpft, than to determine private 
‘contefts according to thofe laws, which the 
parties themfelves had «v#r confidered as the 
rules of their condud^d engagements in civil 
hfe i nor could anf thing be wifer, than, by 
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a le^ifladve ad, to affure the I^nda and 
MuOTulman fubjeds of<Great that the 

private laws which they fcveially held iacr^, 

and a violation of which they would have 

• • 

thought the moft grievous oppreOsqjQ, ihould 

not be fttperfeded by a new fyftem of whkh 

they could have no •knowledge, and which 

they muft have conlidefed as itnpofed on them 

by a fpirit of rigour and intoleradce. 

So far the principle of declUon between Ithe 

native parties in ' a caufe appears perfedly 

dear; but the^difficulty lies (as in moft other 

cafes) in thd application of the principle to • 

pradi^e*; for, the Hindu and Muftulman laws 

are locked up fbf tHe moft part p two very 

difiicult languages, Sanfcritand Arabic, which 

few Europeans will ever learn, becaufe neither 

of them leads to any advantage in worldly 

purfuits: and if we give judgment only from 

the ojdnions of the native lawyers and fcho- 
» ^ 
lars/ we can never be fure, that we have not 

been deceived by thedi. 

It would be abfurd and iinjuft to pafs ati * 

indilcriminate cenfure dn* fo condderable a 



body of men j but my expeiienee jtlftiHes me 

t c, 

in dedariog, that 1 coSild not with ah eafy 
conference concur in a decifion, mert^ on the 
written opinion of native lawyer^* in any ' 
caufe in which they could b&ve the ree&oteft 
mtereft * in midea^lig the court ; hor, how 
vigilant ioever vre might be, would it be very 
difficult for them to ihiilead us jf for a fingle 

obfeure text, explained by themfelves, might 

< 

be quoted as exprefs authority, though per- 
haps in the very book from which it was fe- 
leaked, 4t might be differedtly explained or 
^ introduced only for the purpofe of being ex- 
ploded. The obvious remedy for this evil 
had occurred to me bfeforb I left England, 
where 1 had communicated my fendments to 
fome friends in parliament, and on the bench 
in Weftminfler-Hail, of whofe difeernment I 
had the higheft opinion ;* and thofe fentiments 
1 propofe to mifold in this letter, with as 
much brevity as the magflitude of the*fub-> 
je(i will admit. * 

If we had a complete deged; of Hindu and 

e ^ 

Mohammedan laws,* after the model of Juf- 
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tmiaa*! lae^maHe; p^deds, comj^ed hj di4 

P • \ 

moft learned of the ’dative iawyera, wUhaa 
accurate verbal tnaflatioii of it into 

amd if (^es of the wodc were depolited in 

• • 

the proper oSc^ of the &dr Diva^Adaulat*, 
and the fupreme court, that dbey might * 

e ^ 

occafionallybe confulted^as a ftandtfd of juf- 

» 

tice, we Ihould rarely^ be at a bis for prin- 
ciples at leaft, and rul^‘ kw*applicable to 
the caies before us,* and ihduld nev^ perhaps 
be led aftray by the pundits or maulavis, who 
would hard]y*venture to impofe on us, when 
their impollfion might fo ^fily be deteded.* 
The great work, of which Jullinian has the 
credit^ confi^sw Cf texts colleded from law 
books of approved authority, which in his 
time were extant at Rome, and thofe .texts 
are digefted according t5 a fcientifical ana- 
* lyhs ; the names of the original authors, and 
the titles of their fe^al books, being con- 
ftantly cited with*references e^en to the parts 
of their works, from which the difierent 
paflages^^were feleded: but although it com-’ 

^ * The court of appeals in civil suits. . 
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j|>re&ends tlie whole- tif jur^udenee^ 
public^ pnTate» and cf^minal, yet that vaft 
compilation was hnilhed,* we are toM, in three 
years ; it hears marks unqueftionably of great 
preci{ntatipn, and of. a defir^ to gratify the 
Emperor by quicknefs of difpatch ; but with 
all its imperfe£tions, it is a moft valualde 
mine of judicial knowledge, it gives law at 
this hour to '^the» great^ft part of Europe, and, 
though few Englifh lawyers dare make fuch 
an acknowledgement, it is the true fburce of 
nearly all our Englifh laws, that are not of a 
^feudal origin. It would not be unworthy of 
a Britifh government,' to give the natives of 
thefe Indian provings h pamanent fecuiity 
for the due adminiftration of juilice among 
them, (imilar to that which Juftinian gave to 
his Greek and Roman /ubje<51s : but our com-^ 
pilation would require far lefs labour, and 
might be completed with far greater exa^nefs 
in as fhort a tilne, fince it Would be confined , 
to the laws of contradls and inheritances, which 
are of the moft extenfive ufe in private life, 

i i. 

and to which the l^giflature has limited the 



deciii^ the ^ogpBi la jeieaf» 1«b«/ 

t\yeea i^re parties^ ^ lUioillr at tlie 
wou|[d alfi> jbe hf twoccHa-' 

. pilatioa8'alppad|r jxiade la^Saitfeill; jwd Ara- 
bic, whkh .e|>pi^oach nearly in medt leid in 
method, to the ^efl; of Juftiniaa: the £rft 
was composed a few cpn^pies ago b^^a Brah- 
man of this province, 4iamed' 
and is compriied in t^i«ent}r-i|pT0n books at 
jeaft, on every braqch of Hindu law: the 
fecond, which the Arabs called, the Judiax 
' decfjiotii, is known *here by the title ^ of Fe^ 
taweb AaJemgiri^ and was compiled by the 
order of Auran^zeb, in five large volumes, of 
which I poiTefs pe|;fe<2*and well-collated 
copy. To tranllate theie immenfe works 
would be fuperfluous labour; bu{ they will 
greatly facilitate the compilation of a digeft 
en the laws of inheritance and CQntia&si 
and the code, as it is celled, ^f Hindu, law, 
which was compiled at the I'equeft q€ Me, 
Haftings, will be ufe^*for the lame puipol^ 
though h by no means obviates the difficulties. 
hefcH*edl:ated, nor .fuperfedes the neceffity at 

X, 



tm 

» 

the mbfc 

pttftKj ief l&utu' Ut^si cfpeci^ty on Uie 
tw(dve 4 iffimtit contradb, to wiu(^ V^ian 
has git^ea fpedfie sames, and on all die others, 
which, though not fpeclhcally named, are 
feedttciUe to four genend j^da. The laft* 
Bxendon^d wturk 14 entitled' FivadamaV 4 ^Uy 
and coniifls, like the Roman di^ils, of au- 
ti^ndc textis, with the names of their feveral 
audion regularly prefixed to them, and ex- 
plained, where an explanation is requifite, in 
ihmt nptes taken from commentmies of high 

K ' 

authority : it is, as far as it goes, a very ex- 
cellent work; but though it a^iear extreinely 
difittfe on fubje^ls ratheV curious than ufeful, 
and though the chapter on inheritances be 
copious and exad, yet the other important 
hrandi of juriippudence, the law of contrads, 
Is yory fuccindly imd^fiiperficialiy difcufied, 
asd bows an i^confideralde proportion to the 
' reft of the work. But whatever be the.mexit 
of the or^nid, the tranfiadon of it has no au* 
. thority, and ia of no othtir ufe than to fi^eft 
antpuilea on the h^any dark pafiages which we 
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ji • ^ ' 

6dt 6il! it a tranfiailoQ; tbdt%h ! Mh 
Hallied |)erfarmed his part ’i^th' fidelity, yet 

* the Perfiah ititeitneter had fttppfii^ him only 

with a iooie injydidovts g€ the od- 

* ginal Sanfcrit, in which abfhtad many elfen*’ 

• * • 

tial paflages are omitted ; thou^ feveral notca 

* 

of little chniequence are interpolated, from 
% vain idea of elucidatiflg or •improring the 
•text. All this I fay ‘with confidence, having 
^ already perufed no fmall part of the ori^nd 
with a learned pundit, comparing it a» I prO'^ 
ceeded, with*the Englifh vwrfion. Having 
fhewn .therefofe the etpedience of a new 
compilation /orseSch fyllem of Ipdian law, 

I beg leave to ftate the difficulties which mufl: 
attend the work, and to fuggeft the means of 
removing them. 

The difficulty which firft prefents itfelf, is 
the expenfe of paying the pundils and maulavis 
who tnuft compile the di^efl, ahd the native 
writers who mull btf einployed to tranfcribe 

* it. Since two provinces are imn^ediately • 
under this government, each of which 


.L 2 



there are maaT- it wouidl he 

proper to employ ‘boet.^adk df Bengal and 
another from Behar ; and (lace t^e are 

two Mohanunedan feds* who difrejrm regard 

( ^ 

to inany^ traditions from their Prophet* and 
to fome, decifions of their refpe^ve dolors, 
it mightfhe thought equally proper to engage 
one maulavi of each and this mode would 
have another r ad vaiMage, fmce two lawyers 
conferring freely together on fundamental 
principles common to both* would ailifr* di- 
reii, apd check each other *, 

Although 1 can have no perfonal interell* 
immediate or confequcntial, in the work pro> 
pofed, yet I would cbebrfully have home 'the 
whole expenfe of it* if common prudence had 
not reilrained me, and if my private eftablMh> 
ment of native readers and writers,'* which 1 
cannot with convenience dtfcontinue at pre- 
feat, did not ^require more than half of the 
monthly expenfe, v^hich«the comp^doo of a 

r 

digeft would, in my opinion, demands I am 

* A pa^ge relating to the r^uneration of ^ Qa« 
fives to be eatployecH is here omitted. t ■' { 



if the^oik be tfaoa|^expedi^, the diiuges 
t>f it ihwki be defined by the goivemmefit, 
and the fidanes paid by thar ofiicers. The 
fecond difRcultyais, to ii^d a dSrefiUir of the 
iiroxic; and a tranfiator of it, who with a com* 
petent knowledge of the Banfcrit anl^ Arabic, 
has a geR<dal*ac(|uaintahce with the principles 
pf jurifprudence, and a (jifHcieht ^are even 
le^flative fplrlt, to*amnge the plan ofadi* 
geft, fupaintend the compilation of it, and 
render the whole, as it proceeds,^ into per- 
ipicuous En^ilh ; fo that even the tranflation 
may acq^ii’^ a'degree of authority proportion- 
ed to the pu)^Uc ojhnloib of his accu]:acy. Now, 
though 1 am truly conicious of pollefling a 
very moderate portion of thdfe talents, which 
I fliould require in the (uperintendant of fuch 
a work, yet I may without vanity profels my- 
felf equal to the labour of kj and though I 
would much rather lee^the work well con- 
dudted by any manftlian myfelf, yet I would 
rather give myfelf the trouble of it, than ndt 

4 I • ** 

live to. fee it conduded at all ; and I cannot 
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ini the Iqvp tn M|j;|^ch J po%fs J;])^ 


are not o|te:Q found unit^, io t|i|; ,^to P^** 
fon, for a rei^fon before fug^efted. j/If ^your 


Lqrdihip, therefore, afc^ full confider^tipn of 

‘ f* ‘ ' ^ ‘ ' c ‘ 

the fubje<a, Audi be of opinion, that a di^it^ 


of Hindqiand Mohammedan laws would b^ a 
work of nadonld honour and utility i — | fo 


c^enlh bothf thjst 1 offer the nation my hum*' 
ble labour as dur as I can 4ifpofe of my dme 
conliftently with the faithful difcbarge of my 
duty as a magiftrate : Ihould this offer be ac-» 
cepted. I l&ould then requeft y«ur Lordlhip 
to nominate the pundits and< maulayis,*- to 
whom I would feverallygive. a plan conform- 

c " { 

able to the bell: analyiis that 1 could make ; 
and 1 ihould be able, if my health eonduuetji 
firm, to tranilate every morning, befiire any 
other bufmefs is begun, as mu^ as they could 
compile, and the writers copy in the precede 
•ing dny, The. Dhrmafajlf:a^ or facred code 
of the Hindus, co^i^s eighteen booksi the 
• 6rft of which would in my age or natipn* be 
thought a wonderful, performance ; both (bq 
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of ^«at ^tliogrity, ,|hK the other 0xt«j»i; ^ 
too cafir Ip &eed ^]U$:j4st|o& : ;the wotk^ of 

Meno, of T^gyurwalc^, mid raoft of the 

• • • 

others are in bljmk but ih^ of Ge»» 
iam is in modukted profe ; b^des tkefis, ^ 
Hindus have many .^midard' kw<4r2ds wi^ 
their ii^eral aommentafiesj, aim mpaong .thppi 
^ fine treatife on inherita^es* bj ykmtitavdban^ . 

• to which ow* pundits often refer ; though on 
that fubje(ft, the work of Ragbunanden feems 
to be more generally q)proYed in this pror 
viaee. The^udiihaans, befides a few • 

* e * * 

ner^ rules in'Xhe Koran, and a number of 
traditioMl maxiins dii^ivered from^ their Pro- 
phet, and his companions through the. kges 
of their law, together with the opipiems of 
the celebrated lawyers preferved by their ,dl^ 
ciples, . have two incomparable little tra^s, 
one by Surajuddin^ arid the /)ther by Alku^ 
dart ) the former on fuccelhon^only, and the * 
other on ebntra^s ; aalfo with comments on 
each, and other comments on them ; not to* * 
mention fume other tra^'of acknowledged 
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aid ytjgii di ies^^ ia. 

pafi^csikr^fes. All bodes fitty« I iup« 
polC) be pfoctired idtb dife } antd £in ^6 t>f the 
mdl rare among the^ are in my pbflcl&on ; 
mine i VKmld lend.-andi pleafare to the pah* 
dits and mahla^*' H' tliey happened to be 
iinproVided ifrith gbod' topics of them, hnd 
4 hy example would,*! perfuade ‘myfelf/ be 

’ ‘ ^ <k ' 

followed on Ihch an occafion by other col- 
fedhrs of Eaftem manufciipts, both natives 
and Europeans, This is all that appears ner 
«flary ' to be written on thfe fubjed, with 
^hich I began this addrefs to your Lordlhip; 

u < 

I could not have ecOTcfled myfelf more con- 
• « 

cifely without feme ohfeurity ; and to have 
enlarged on the technical plan of the work 
which I have propofed, would have been 
fuperfluous, 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

'* • 

' William Jones. 

CalcuUOt JWiarcA 19, nSS, '* 

^ propofal fUch as the letter of Sir Wilfiam 
^ones qont^ps, coufd not fail of rSeceiving th^i 



Inin, l^eikle^ the’ 'govetfiiti^ - iSf 

India. '^ FuHf fcdfibld iff- the Ut^f^ 

Hindu and Mbhainniedan liwj ki 

^dlitating what he wisjcrver an^daus to ^nei> 

mote, the due a^iniftration of juMen to Hh: 

native fubje&s of the 6ti^ empire in fSa- 

duftan, the Marquis ChifnwalHs cmiiidisied ^ 

•accompliihment of the;^an* a8 ddcnlated to 

refle6b the higheih honour upOn hii aiinu- 

nHtraHoU. Hie anfwer to Sir William Jones,. 

written by his diredion, exprelTed chia ien* 

timent with*a deckradQn, that his Lmrdihip* 

deemcti it fiiigularly fbrtunate, that a perfim 
• • • 
fo eminently qifalifibd for the (a&j ihould, 

from principles of general benevolience and 
public fpirit, be induced to engage in an un- 
dertaking, as arduous as it was beneficial. 

With this fandlion. Sir William Jones im- 

• * 

mediately entered upon the execution of the 
wotk, and havirfg feleAed wth the greateji 
care, from the moll learned Hindus and Mo- 
hammedans, a fufiicient number of perfoils 
duly qualified for the talk of compilation, he. 
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£3%^.^^ which ^ he/op^. , > < 

t 

/ a fcries cf lexers 

o 

ipnpUer theie xoepoirs' w ihe <if 

!^gc% a large fele^^um migh!: he made Hsr 

f 

ladog' lQ it } hut as they.cauuot be halerefiing 
ta my readers m gertefal, 1 (hall mot interrupt 
the parrativb by thei^ introdudioo. 

. At thp period when this work was undep- 
takoi by Sir William Jones, he had not re- 
fided in, India more than four years and a 
. hsdft during which time, he had not only 
ac<)uired a thorough ^knowledge of the Saa- 
fait language, but had<^ extended^ bis reading 
in it fo £tr, as to be qualified to form a judg* 
ment upon the merit and authority of the 
authors to be ufed in the compilation of bis 
work ; and although his labour was only ap- 
plied to the di^noiitioh of materials already 
formed, he Was enabled by his previous 
flndfes to give them aif arrangement ibperior 
fO' any exiting, and which the learned natives 
themfclves approved and admired. In the 
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itam^t, ^ <^c PiaaUi^ 

^ fij fer wupiwc tMr rdenrc itM 
4Uln:^ to fubmtt to ^ 4ure€l;UMl lO^iH 
n»pvp of Europe, for » ,4«p| ,«C 

tbeir 0 w^,Uiy^ *'. , .:, • .■ ; *. . 

1 nowposto the Teatiler* with t^e eofm 
rcfpondence of Sir W*llu 3 ii» J<toes^. 4 wiog 

• i 

.the remainder of ,1788 juui the lollov^wg 
year, without interruption. 

The firil let|er refers to a‘ fubje^, ^ifeufied 
in a conference between the executive go- , 
verdment of ^ngal and the judge;, on the 
fubje^ of the poiicd M Calcutta, which r 0 <* 
quired great reformation. TheeliabUihiiieQl 
of the fupreme court of judicature had 
perfeded the former local jurifdkSlioos at 
Tort-William, without making fufficient pro? 
vifions for the police of the^tofivui and'thf 
fubje^l difculTed at> the conference, waa that * 
of an application to the leglilature of Gieat 
Britain for power to ellablUh w edidena * 
police, If the rec^e^otr of the writer of 



thelfe xniifih^ ' Kedeiire hiiii; ''iSjr 

W$8i^ thl!uis^il[6bd*t!ie 'reftdt tH die con- 

- * r » 

and* 'Under dds impreffioh^ aj^fdKldi 
tU liftn die fbllowtttg kttOT, 
iiittila hi^ attachment to the cOnllttu^ctti "hf 
oNKm country, and dd*erves on this account, 

I 

as well as for other opkiions eitprefl^d in h, 
to be recorded. His iuggeftions i^ere adopt- 
ed ih the applidationto parliament, and con- 
firmed by its fan^ion. • 

Sir, WitRam Jams to Shore^ Efq. 

^ Feb. 7, nsr. 

I avail myfelf of an hour’s leifure, to 
throw upon paper, a •few thpujghts on the 
fubje^ of our late conference, concerning an 
application to the legidature, for a power of 
fummary convidiion and punijhment in Calcutta. 

The concurrence or diifent of an indi- 
vldbal, who is pot a member of an executive 
government, Ought to have fo little weight, 
that 1 would not havC obtruded my opinion, 
4f it had not been aiked : but it would ill be- 
come me to concur*' in an application to funy 
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lUmftQt, for a power,, the i^anttntg of 

if I were myfdlf in parlialiaeoC, I 

it my difty to oppofe. ; 

The 'difficulty of which we all feemed feUr 
lible, arifes’from a fuppofed’oeceffity jof jdo- 
viating from the fpirit and fcom of ^egli|h 
judicature in cnmimd ca|es f yet the Ei^liffi 
form has Jbegn approwd by the wifdoin of a 
thoufand years, 'and has,I>eei\ found efiedtual 
in the great cities, of England, for the good 
order and government of the moft high- 
minded, a^ve, and rejillefs people that exids 
on earth. « * - , 

i could eafily demonj^rate, that the criminal 
code of our nation, t% fully fufficient to punilh 
every temporal wrong, and redrefs every tem- 
poral evil, that can injure the public or in- 
dividuals, and a Britilh tribunal, , for punilh* 

* ment of religious ^offences b^ Hindus or 
Mufllilmans, would not only be an inquifi* 
tioq of the mo^ extraordinary kind, bm 
would, I*am perfuaded*, be ofiTeniive in the 
beginning, and oppreffive in the end, to the* 
natiyes of both religions, • , 



Hie it tiien redtteed to tlib i 

it neoefla^ to coovid ahd piinifli 

offenders in Calcutta without a jury f if it be, 
tre muft follow the example of Solon, who 
etuided fuch laws as were, though not the 
heft in themfdves, yet the bed that circum<* 

f 

fiances \»^ld adiriic. I am not convinced 
that fuch a nec^ty e:itifls, and' llrongly in- 
^ne to thidk it ‘does not. The evH to be, 
remedied is the fmall number of magiftrates ) 
the obvious remedy is to appoint a greater 
number. If the legillature therefore would 
I give the Governor in council, a "power to ap- 

* c 

point from fix to twelve jufticcs of the peace, 
thofi; juftic« would (under-tbe direflion of 
government) appoint fubordinate peace of^ 
ficen, whofe legal powers are very confidera* 
ble yet accurately defined ; but a Jiipefintend- 
ant of the police, is an officer unknown to our 
fyftehii borrowed front a foreign fyftem, or 
*af leaft fuggefthig the idea of a foreign con- 
ftitutfon, and his powdh being dark and un> 

' defined, are thofe which our law moft" ab- 
hors. The j ufticcs* would hold a feffiofl every 
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of a year ; without tjraiubii^g fhe > 
members of govemmeni* wtto hare ^odEier 

avocations ; fo that in every year there wtmld 

% 

• be fix fefiions for adminifiering criminal juf-* 
tice; but then romes the great queMoa, how 

• could the juries be fupplied without faijory 
to thofe who Ihould fit on theth? Now, 
without urging that fcrme occafional trouble, 

and perhaps lofs, are the fide iwlflch Engliflt- 

• • 

. men pay for their freedom ; without inti- 
mating that but a few years ago, an appHca- 

• • 

tlon to parliagient 'was made, amoqg other 

e 

objeds, for n trial by jury in all cafes,* even , 
in K^alcutta ; {without • contending, that if 
fiftnmary convi^ionS be once made palatable, 
we fhould gradually lofe our relifli for the 
admirable mode of trial, on which our common 
liberties at home almoft wholly depend; 
'without rambling a moment from the point 
before us, I conceive that three hundred |)er- 
fons qualified to forve on petty* juries, would * 
be far more than fuffielent to divide the trou- 
• ble with convenience to themfelvcs, and be-' * 
tiefit to the community. • * * 



On the whole, the ^nual burthen on es^ 
indindual, d^tticiahy ^ a kind of rotation 
were obinved, or even if the chahce of a 
laliot were taken, would be too inconfiderable 
to weigh a featiier againft the important ob- 
jeA of lupportlng fo excellent a mode of 
trial. « 

• * 

After all, are we fure tliat the Britilh fub* 
jcd:8 in Galcujtta*, would be better pleafed 
than myfelf with any flur upon the confti* 
tutional trial by jury ? and as to the natives, 
befides the policy of allowing them kll the 
beneficial efieds of our judicatyj-e, (and that 
a trial by twelve infiead of one, v/ith 
a power of exceptions^ia a, benefit, muft be 
granted by all,) I rather think that the in- 
habitants of a Britifli town, owing local al- 
legiance, arc cutitled to the local advantage 
of being tried by a .Britifti form. In all 
events, if it be a benefit, they ought not to 

t 

be deprived of it witliout fome greater public 
good to compenfate* tlie private injufiicc, than 
^would lefult, 1 apprehend, from the power 
of fummary convi<;lion, if it were exercifed 
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by n&en> whofe monthly gains would depend 
on the number of complaints made, and ,df 
fines levied. 

I am confident therefore, after mature de- 

• • 

liberation, that qothing more is to be defired 
than a power in this government^ of appoint- 
ing juftices of peace by annual commifiions ; 
and thefe ’being my Tentiments, I rely on 
your friendfliip, fo lorl^ and fo confiahtly 
manifefted, that if k fhould be thought pro- 
per to mention the concurrence of the judges, 
you will remember that their concurrence 
was not unanfmous. 

• • 

• • 

1 -r ” » 

J could eafily have foid this and more, 

•• • 

but 1 chofe*this mode through dblicacy and 
fear, of giving pain. Farewell, .and as I 
eftcem you, fo efieem, dear Sir, 

Your ever affeiflionate, &c. 

Sir William yones to y. Sbarey Efq. 

, • Gardens j 1788 . 

I thank you heartily, my dear Sir, for 

.r • 

every part of your letter, arid for your firings 
of Oriental gems, both for the Durr and the 
iiTe—V. II. • M 
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Sheheb*i the piarls appear with mofe fuilre 

ti \ 

the fide of the ieads. 

^ e- 

Your quotations from the elegiea pf Waflii 
are fweetly pathetic ; but I will not detain 
your feryant by more obfervationsr Sacon- 
tala, will hardly be finilhed before I go to 
my cottege ; happy fliall I be if your occu- 
pations allow you to* pafs a few days near it. 
Adieu. ^ 

Sir William 'Jones to J. Shore, Efq. 

. Gardens, 1788 . 

The verfes are worthy of Catullus, 

( 

and in his manner ; they would appear' vrell 
in Hendecafylla^les, 1 will think at fome 
leifure moment of giving them a Perfian 
drefs according to your hints. I rejoice that 
you have it in your power to relieve your 
mind by poetical imagery; it is the true ufe 
of* the fine art?. 

I have been reading cafes for a judgment 

U 

on Tuefday, from nine o’clock till paft two. 
— Farewell. 

^ Aq Oriental expression for prose anJ^vmr. 
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Sir Wiilkm yarns to.Dr:* Pafrkk Rs^ei. 

• • 

Crishna^7iagur, Sept. 24, 178S. 

% 

• I have a<fled like thofe libertines who 

defer repentance till the hour of d^th^ and 
.then find that they have not tim^ to repent. 
Thus I deferred’ the .ple^lhre of aiffwering 
letters till the. vacation,* but fiSund the term 
and feffion fo long, thafr -I Tiaive ‘fcarce any 
vacation at all. I nuift therefore write very 
laconically, thanking you heartily for your 
kind letters, and vefy curious papers dn na- 
tural hi{lory,^wifliing that the public may 
• * * * 

foon'gather the*,fruit of your learned labours. 

The bufinefs ,of tfie court this year, has 
left me no leifiire to examine flowers at 
Crilhna-nagur. The Jija is never in blof- 
fom wlltn I am here; but though it has 
ibmcthing of the form of the caSlus^ yet I 
imagine from the milk of it, that it is ’an 
Eupharbia. • • 

With all my exertibns I cannot procure 
any frefli fpikenard ; but I will not defift. * 

M2* 



I have two. native phjficians in my ^mily, 
but they have*only feqi it in a dry ftale. 

I am very forry to find that you* are leav- 
ing us, as I have no chance of feeing Europe 
till the end of the eighteenth century. 1 
wifh you and your brother and his family a 
profperous and fpjcedy voyage. It is im- 
pofilble for rive to ‘write mqjre.than Vive, 
vale ! * * 

m 

Sir JFilUaitt Jones to Thomas Caldicott^ Efi|. 

• • 

. , Sept. 2|i» nSS. 

V^e had incefiant labou* for fix hours 
a day, for three whole months, in the hot 
feafon between the trbpics. and, what h a 
fad confequence of long fittings, we have 
fcarcely any vacation. I can therefore only 
write to you a few lines this autumn. Before 
your brother fent me- Levvifdon Hill, I hall 
read it twice aloud to different companies, with 
great delight to myfelf and to them ; .thank 
the author in my name. I believe his name- 
lefs rivulet is called Bret or Ti/vV, (whence 



Bridpm)- hj Michael Drafton, who ddbi^ies 

the fruitful. MarfliwoQd. * ** * ♦ * 

Pray afllire all who care for me, or whom 

I am likely to care for, that I never, dire^ly 

on indiredly, alked for the fucceffion to Sir 

£. Impey, and that, if any indifcreet friend 

of mine has afkeH for it ip*my name* the re- 

queft was no^ made by* my ddfire, and never 

would have been made with my tifTent. I 
• 

a 

“ Co’ magnanimi po^hi, a chi *1 ben place,” 

I have enough, but if 1 had not, 1 think an 
ambitious judg(; a very *di(honourable and mif- 
chievous chamber. Belides, I never would , 
have oppofed Sur R. Chambers, who has been 
my friend twen^-^fiV’e.yeafs, and wants mo- 
ney, which I do not. 

I have fixed on the year 1 8 oo for my re- 
turn towards Europe, if I live fo long, and 
“hope to begin the new century aufpicioufly 
among my friends in England. 

P..S. Since I wrote my letter, I have amuf- * 

ed myfelf with compofing the annexed ode to ■ 

» 

Abundance.* I took up ten or twelve hours * 


** Works, vol. xfii. p. ‘23 9. 
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to eompefc and copy it ; but I muft now 

* f 

leave poetry, and return for ten months to 
J. N. and J. S. 

f r 

Sir Wiliam Jones to George Hardings Efq. 

Sept. 24, IISS, 

MY OteAR FRltj)70, . 

I am the worft and yoji the beft cor- 
refpondent'; and' I make but a pitiful return 

f * 

for your two kind letters by afluriug you, 

that I find it impoflible to anfwer them fully 

• • 

this feafon. My eyes were always weak, 
and the glare of an Indian*. fky has not 
ftrengthened them ; -the little 'Ulay-light I can 
therefore ^are from my public duties, I ntuft 
allot to ftudies conneded with them, 1 mean 
the fyftems of Indian jurifprudence, and the 
two abtrufe languages in which the Hindu 

and Muflulman laws are written. 

*•* # *- 

Anna Maria is pretty well, and I am con- 
fequently happy ; myown health' is firm, and 
excepting the ftate of hers, I have all the hap- 
pinefs a mortal ought to have. 



wr 

Sir WtHtam Jwes to Efq^ 

* ’ Sept. 27 , 1788 . 

« ' » « ♦ * « * 

% 

♦ My own 

• • 

health by God’s ^bleffing is firm, but^ my eyes 
are weak, and ! am fo intent upon feeing the 
digeft of Indian laws* completed, tl&t I de- 

vote my leifure almoft fentirely to that dbjeft; 

, ' ' , 

the natives are much pleafed With the work; 
but it is only a preliminary to the fecurity, 
which I hope to fee eilablilhed among our 
Afiatic fubjcdl.^ 

The bufinefs of our fociety is rather an • 
amuTemdnt tha{» a labour to mc^ they have 
as*yet publilljcd '•nothing ; but ^ave mate- 
rials for two quarto volumes, and will, I hope, 
fend one to Europe next fpring. I lament 
the fad feffefts of party, or rather fadion in 
your Maidftone fociety, but hope (to ufe a 
word of Dr. Johnfonjf that it will redinte- 
grate.* Many thaitks for the ftranfadions of 
your London fociety, which I have lent to a 
very learned and ingenious friend, who i^ 
much pleafed with them. * 



Sir WilKam Janes to J. Burned^ Lord Mo7it- 
boido. 

Sgpt/2i, ns3. 
The queftions concerning 
India, which you * do me* the honour to 
think i^e capahie of anfwering, require 

c • 

a longer anfwer than the variety of' my 

c 

prefent occxipa^qns allow me to write. Suf- 
fer me therefore, to incloie a difcourfe not 
yet publiihed, which may give you fome fa- 
tisfadion on Indian literature, and to refer 

< t 

you to the firft volume of the ^ranfatSions of 
our fociety, which will, I hope, be f^nt next 
feafon to Europe. • As my j)rincipal objedl is 
the jurifprudence, I have not yet examined 
the philofophy of the Brahmans ; but I have 
feen enough of it to be convinced, that the 
dodrines of the Vidanti fchool are Platonic. • 

t 

Sir Willia}}t Jones to J. Skore^ Efq^ 

'• Jan. ‘JiJ, nSf), 

• Let me trouble you, as you fee Co- 

lonel Kyd oftener than 1 do, to give him Sir 



George Young*« botanical letter, whicli I 
ncx. I have requelled* Cotdnel Maitln to 
fend Sir George all the feeds which he can 
collefl, and will co-operate (as far as my oc- 
cupations •will allow) in the plan of transfer- 
ring to the Weft Indies, the Ipicy fbrefts of 
Afia: but I have little time at command,- and, 
holding every engagement facred, I muft de- 
vote my leifure to the Xyftera of Afiatic jurif- 
prudence, which | will fee eftaUilhed before 
I fee Europe. It will properly follow your 
wife*and humane defign of giving fecurity to 
the property of the natives. WKen you have 
had a*copylaken of .the Perlian Hermit*, 
I fhall be glad to borrow it, that my munjhi 
may tranferibe it. Could you not find 
feme leifure hour to explain ah epilbde of 


T to Scrajclhak, tlie person mentioned by 

Sir William Jones, PameVs Hermit, and he composed a 
Tei-.-ian poem on the same subject. . As it has been fre- 
tpifiitly transcribed, it mi|rht^ perhaps, without this cx- 
pl;mation, at some future time be considered the original 
of Parners pc'cin . 



Homer to- S^j^lhak,. that he might try his 
hand with it^ ' 

/ 

Sir William Jones to J. Shore^ Efq. 

. i ' ' 1789. 

Fleming* ftill keeps me a prifonei', 
and forbldft'my reading aloud, "which ufed to 
be my chief amufemeivt in the evening. I 
truft you will'ifoqn be well, and that we lhall 
ere long meet. If the m^n you mention be 
guilty, I hope he will be punilhed j I hate fa- 
vouritifm; and if I had the dominions of 
Chingis Khan, I would not haye one fa- 
vourite. , t 

* * « 

The poem of Waflii has greatly delighted 
me ; it almoft equals Metaftafio’s on a fimilar 
fubjeft, and far furpafles other Wajukts'\ 
which I have feen ; yet the beautiful fimpli- 
city of the old Arabs, in their fliort elegies, 
appears unrivalkd by any tWng in Perfian. I 

* Hh physician. ‘ 

f iVasukty the appellation of an aniator)' elegy, de- 
scriptive of the various sensations and pa.Si>ion,s excited 
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tranfcribe one of them wlildi 1 iumt'jttft seed 
intheHamafk*: „ " " ' , . 

CeasC) fruitless tears! afflicted bbsom, rest! 

My tears obey> but not my wounded breast. 

Ah, no ! this heart, despairing and forlorn. 

Till time itself s]^U end, must bleed and |noum. 

Sir William Jone's to Mr, Juftice Hyde. 

June 5, 1789. 

Though I do ■ not wiik to g^ve you 
the pain of fympathizing (as I know you 
will fympathize) with me in my prefent dif* 
trefs, yet as you poffibly know it> aad as you 
might tiling me^ unufually dejefted when wo 
meet, 1 cannot forbeaif writing to you j efpe- 

9 V* » 

cially as^I^feel a kind of relief in venting my 
forrow to an approved friend. One or two 
Englilh papers mention the death of Lady 
Jones’s father, in fuch a manner, as to leave 
me no hope of its being a millake; this I 
have known lince tlie 15th *of May, but as it 
may poflibly be'untruej I could not in any 
degree prepare her for the dreadful intelli- 
gcnce. I have therefore taken effetSual mek- 

. * The original is omitted. , 
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fures to keep it fecret from her» but it i$ a fe- 
cret which cannot lo'ftg l)e kept ; and the bare 
idea of the pang, which Ihe too foon muil feel, 
and the probable effefls of that pang on her 
delicate conftitutxon, now particularly ener- 
vated by the hot fealon, give me a degree of 
anguiih, i^ich I nevpr before felt. Mr. Shore 
has kindly promifed to take care,, that all her 
letters by the'Indiafnen Ihall be fent in a feal- 
ed packet to me, that I piay fele<3: for her 
firft perufal the letter from her wifeft friend, 
the dowser Lady Spencer, whqfe hand-^vrit- 
pg I cannot millake j I wi(h I co(jld fupprefs 
them all, but that is impoffible. The pain’of 
lofing our parents, time^ knd. time only, wifi 
mitigate j but my dread is, that the In'ft Ihock 
will have feme terrible cfTeit on her health, 
and this fear haunts me night and day. ' That 
your letters may contain the moft comfortable 
newsi and that I may fee you on Wednefday 
In perfed health, is the hearty wilh of, 

My dear Sir, 

Your faithful and alTedlonate 

« WiLLi.vM Jones. 
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Sir William Jones t«f J. •Shorfy Eiq. 

• Jutu9,n89» 

»» # # * * _* 

I am glad Jayadeva^ pleafes you, and 
thank you for the fublime period ftf Hooker; 
of which 1 had only before feen the. firft part. 
His idea of heavenly and etprnal law is juft 
and noble ; and human ^w as, derived from 
• it, muft partake of tho praife as far as ,it is 
perfedlly adminift*ered j but corruptio optimi 
ft peftmOy and if the adminiftration of law 
Ihould ever 6e corrupted, fome future philo- 
foj)her or or^itor will thus exhibit the reverfe 

of the medal.* 

• • • 

•• • 

“ Of kiw*th*ere can be no more'acknowledg- 
“ ed, than that her feat is the ftore-houfe of 
“ quirks, her voice the diftbnance of brawU ; 

all her followers indeed, both at the bar and 
“ below it, pay her homage, the very l§aft as 
gaining their fliarc, anfl . the greateft a^ 
“ hoping, for wealth and fame ; but kings, 
*•* nobles, and people of what condition foever,. 
Gitagovlnda, or the songs of Jayade\-.i ; Works, voh 

IV. p. • 
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“ though each in different fort and manner, 
“ yet all have; uhiforhily found their patience 
, ** exha't^fted by her delays, and their purfe by 
“ her bohndlefs demands*” 

• * * * The parody was 

fo obvious, that I could not refrain from fli ow- 
ing you the wrong fide of the tapeftry, with 
the fame figures and fiowcrs, but, all maimed 
and difcoloured. ^ » 

Sir miharn Jones to J. Shore, Efq. 

1789 , 

W6 have finifhed the twentieth, and 
laft book of Guicciardini’s Hiftory, the mart 
authentic, I believe (may I ajjd, I fear) that 

*• u 

^ The reader will thank me for giving him an oppor- 
tunity of perusing the passage, at the close of the first 
book of the Ecclesiastical Polity, which Sir William Joiicj 
has parodied. 

Of law, there can be no less acknowledged than that 
her seat is the bosom of God, her voice the Jvannony 
^ of the world: all things in* Heaven and Earth do her 
homage, the very least as feeliiv^ her care, and the 
greatest as not exempted from her power; both an- 
gels and men, and creatures of what condition soever, 
c‘ though each in different sort and manner, yet all with 
uniform consent, admiring her as the mother of their 
peace and joy/* . 
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ever was compofed. 1 believe if, bedurTcfbe 

•* • 

hiflorian was an a<fk>r in his terrible dmma, 

and perfonally knew the principal performers in ' 

it ; and I fear it, becaufe it exhibits the woe- 

ful pifture of Society in the I5tli and i6th 

centuries. If you can fpare Reid, we are now 

ready for him, and willreftore his two volumes 

* 

on our return from Crilhna-nagur. 

. When we meet, I w’lll give you an account 
of my progrefb in tlcteding a moft impudent 
frauds in forging a Sanferit book on oaths, by 
Hindus, finc^ I faw you. The book has 
been brought to me, orj a f?w yellow Bengal 

leaves apparently modern. The Brahman, 

• • 

who brought h From* Sambhu Chaudra Rai, 
faiJ it was twelve years old ; I believe it had 
not been written twelve days. He faid the 
original work of Mahadeva himfelf, from 
which the prohibition of fwcaring by the wa- 
ter of the Ganges was extradfed, was at 
Grillina-nagur. i dclirpd him to tell Sam- 
bhu Chaudra, who wants me to admit him a 

■ 

fuitor, m forma puuperhy without taking fiis 
oatb^ that uulefs he brought me the original^ 
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and that ajpparently ancient, I fhould be con- 

vinced diat he meant to Impofe upon me< 

« 

- Sir William yones to Mr. Juftice Hyde, 

Sept. 19( 1789. 

You have given Lady Jones great 
pleafure, by informing us. from fo good Autho- 
rity, that a ihip is arrived from l^ngland ; (he 
prefents you ‘with h^<beft compliments. 

Moft readily fhall I acquiefee in any allevi- 
ation of Horrebow’s* mifery, that you and 
Sir Robert Chambers fliall think juft and le- 
^gal. I have not one law book with me, nor 
if I had many, Ihould J. perfectly know whfcre 
to look for a mitigation by tke court of a i*en- 
tence, which they pronounced after full con- 
iideration' of all its probable effeds on the 
perfon condemned. I much doubt, whether 

* This man, a foreigner, commanding a vessel, trading 
ta Bengal, was convicted before the supreme court of ju- 
dicature, of purchasing the children of natives, for the 
purpose of carryhig them out of the country,, and 

* selling them as slaves. 'It yras the first Instance of an 
attempt of this kind ; he was prosecuted by order.of 

^ the government of Bengal, and since the punishment 
inflicted upon Horrebow^ the attempt has not been 

• repeated. 



It Mn legalljr be done j I ^blok ^ 
titioa ftates any urg^t ireafdn Jor it Bb^ 
he mention* /q^s already fujiained (not there- 
fore to be prevented by Hs enlargement), and, 
in my opinion,^ they cannot* eafil^ be more 
than he deferves. Next/his wife*8 health may 
have been injured by lUs difgracej and may 
not be rellorgd by our^lhorteHing the time of 
his confinement, which, if I Yemember, is al- 
mofl; half expired, ^d was as fhort as juftice 
tempered with lenity would allow. His own 
health is not (^id tb be afie<^ed by t^e impri- 

fonment in fech a place, at fuch a feafon, for, 

• • 

if it were proved that he were dangeroufly ill, 
v?e might, I fuppofe, remove him to a healthier 
place, or even let him go to fea, if able fur- 
geons fwore, that in their ferious opinion, no- 
thing elfe could fave his life. That is by no 
' means the cafe, and 1 confefs 1 have no com- 
pailion for him ; my compaflion is for* the 
enflaved childrcn#and their parents* Never-* 
thelefs I know- the beilevolence of your heart, 
and fliall approve whatever you and Sir R. G. 
may do, if any precedent can be found or ro- 
II. N 
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coUefted <bf i {)>bir^ in the eoAut to^lo wfaal 
Is ni)w|>i:a^'.‘ , 

1 am, ^c. 

' t 

Prince ji3iim 'Cvsartmryjld to Sir yones. 

‘ Seja. se, im 

* It is but a fortnight ago ilnce the 
gentleman, to whom the moft flattering proof 
of your kind remembrance was committed, 
delivered it into my hand,. I received it with a 
joined fentiment of gratitude and of Vanity. It 
will be an eafy talk for you to End out why I 
^ am grateful, and every body,*, but yourfelf, 
■will foon hit upon the reafon8,‘why your hav- 
ing thought of me makes me vain. 

c ' 

The letter', the idea of the man who wrote 
it, the place from whence it came, the lan- 
gui^e Hafez, all that put togethei^ fet my 
imagination at once in a blaze, and wafted 
me over in a with from the Pole to the In- 
* dies* It bas.awaketted a j|;raindf ideaSjWhich 
lay dormant for a* while, and rekindled my 
' .fmnewbat forgotten heat for the Oriental 
mufes, which is not however to be put on the 
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inecount ofincDnftancy, but to my having been 
croiTed in my love for them, very near as much 
as Sir Roger de Goverly is faid to have been, 
in his addrefiesto his unkind widow. The war, 
broke out of lat;, deprived me of my 

t 

fource, which was a deiyiih native of Samar- 
cand, who was juft come to live with me in 
the capacity of munlhi, his religious zeal 
ytrould not allow him to*dontinue out of fight 
of the Sangiale Sbetiff^ fo he haftened bac^ to 
his brethren. After the reception of your 
letter 1 grieved ftill more in feeing^ myieif de- 
prived of prdper and eafy mrans to cultivate fo * 
intereftmg a bfanch of learning, and could not 
forbear cafijng ail im|)atient reflexion cm that 
warlike Ipirit, whofe influence leaves nothing 
> happy, nothing undifturbed. The acquifition 
of a language will always appear to me mudi 

■tf 

more valuable than that of a defert. The 

> 

fudden departure of my dervilh has, 1 find, 
foured my temper* againft conqueft and con- 

• a 

querors. I wiflied it was in my power to 
fweeten it again by the charms of your inter- 
courfe,. under the benign influence of the cli- 
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mate you inhabit. Hcnv happy ihould I think 
myfelf in the enjoyment of your Idfure hours, 
in pcrufmg a country where every ot^edt is 
worth dwelling upon, in paying a vifit to the 
Rajah of ICifnagoor, with a letter of recom- 
mendation from your hand ! But, whilft, 
with a helted fancy, i am expatiating on thofe 
delightful fubjefts, I find myfelf in 'reality cir- 

• f* 

cling in a round of things as little fuiting with 
my inclination, as the roughnefs of the heaven 
docs with my confiiti^ion j for, quid frigore 
farmatico pejus ? which becomes ftill more in- 
tolerable, if you add to it the in'drBo et inglo- 
rius labor, to which we are* unfortunately 
doomed. ■ I cannot finlfli ihis letter without 
repeating to you the warmeft acknowledg- 
ment of your kind remembrance, I (hall be 
certain to preferve it for ever, if the highefi 
degree of efteem for your eminent qualities 
and talents, and the moft fincere regard for 

your perfon, *are fufficienf* titles to enfUrc it. 

• • 

I am invariably. See. 
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^vc William Jones Sq ^ir jyepb Banks. • 

^ i78j. 

DEAR SIR JOSEPH, 

The;feafon for paying qiy annual 
cpiftolary rents being returned with the rough 
gales of the autumnal eguinox, I am eager to 
offer my ttrilxite, wherfe it Is rnoft due, to my 
Jbeft landlord, who, inftea^ of claiming, like 
the India company, fixteen {hillings in the 
pound for the neatjprofits of my farm (I {peak 
con’e£tly, though metaphorically) voluntarily 
offers me indulgences, even if 1 Ihould run in ' 
arrears.* 

You have Received,' I truft, thejiods of the 
fineft Dacca cotton, with which the commer- 
cial rcfident at that ftation fupplied me, and 
which *I fent by different conveyances, ibme 
*inclofed to yourfelf, lome to Sir George 
Young, and fome by* private hands. But I 

• 

have always found itfafer to fend letters and 

• . • 

fmall parcels by the public packet, than by 
carelefs and inconfiderate individuals. I aih 
not partial to the pryan^u^ which I now find 



is its trae name ; but Mr. Shore found be- 
nefit from it, and {nro^ured the fre& plants 
from ArracSn, which died unluckily iyn their 
way to Calcutta. But ferioufly« it deierves a 

f 

longer tri|l before its tonic virtues, if it have 

I 

any, can be afcertained. It is certainly not fo 
fine a bitter as camomile- or columbo root. 

I wilh politics at the devil, but hope that, 
when the King recovered, fcience revived. It 
gives me g^eat pain to know’, that party as it 
is called (I call it fadion, becaufel hold party 
to be grounded on principles, ^nd fadion on 
• felf-intereft, which excludes all principle) 
has found its way into a literary club, who 
meet reciprpcally to impart and receive new 
ideas. 1 have decp>rooted political principles, 
which the law taught me : but I fhould never 
think of introducing them among men of ici- 

4 

ence, and if, on my return to Europe ten or 
twelve years henqe, f ihould not find more 
fbtence than politics in the elub, my feat in it 
will be at the Icrvice of any politician who 
may wUh to be one of the party. 

An intimate friend of Mr. Blanc has writ- 
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teii to him, at my requeft, for the newly 4S£*ir 
covered fragrant grafs;* and fhouldthe plants* 
be fent (lefore the lafl: fhipa c£ the Ceafon 
* they fhall be fent to you. Whether they be 
the nard of the ancients, I muft doubt, be- 
caufe we have fweet graffes here of innumer- 
able fpecies; and Reuben Burrow 'brought 
me an odot^ferous grafsTfrom the place where 

tjie Ganges enters India,* and where it covers 

# 

whole acres, and perfumes the whede country. 
From his account of it, 1 fufpe^ it to be Mr. 
Blane’s ; but I could make nothing of. the dry 
fpecimens, esTcept that they differ widely from 
thcyatamanfil* which F am perfuaded is the 
Indian nard.of 'Pt'fllenofy. I can qply procure 
the dry Jatamanfiy but if I can get the llalks, 
roots, and flowers from Butan, I wUl fend 
. them to you. Since the death of Koenig, we 

n 

are in great want of a proffefled botanift. I 
have twice read with faptiire* the B^hilofoplna 
BotcCnica^ and hafe Murray’s edition of the 
“ genera et fpecies plantarum” always with 
ms ; but, as 1 am no lynx, like Linnxus, I 



184 


eantiot examine minnte blofibms, erpecially 
thofe of graiTes. 

We are fer advanced in the fecond ?rdume 
fif our Tranfadiions. 

c 

Sir Willhm Jonh to John Wilmoth Efq. 

f) Stipt* 20^ 1 1 S^i 

Every fentcnce in yqurdetter gave 
me great pleafure, aad particularly the pleaf- 
ing and juft account of your truly venerable 
father. Eady Jones, after the firft pang for 
the lofs, of hers, refigned herfelf with true 
piety to the will of God. She‘is very weak, 
and always ill during the heats. , I harve been, 
ever lince^my feafoning, aa they call it,‘pcr- 
fedfly well, notwithftanding inccdant bufinefs 
feven hours in a day, for four or five months 
in a year, and unremitted applicationi during 
the vacations, to a vaft and interefting ftudy, 
a complete knowledge ^of India, which I can 

only attain itf the country itfcif, and I do not 

< 

mean to ftay in the dountry longer than the 
•|aft year of tlie eighteenth century. I rejoice 
that the King is w'tll, but take no intereft in 
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tKeeonteftsofyourarlftocraticatladrions. Tte 
time never was, when I would have enlifted 
under the banners of any £i£tion, though I 
might have carried a pair o( colours, if I had 
not fpurned thqpi, in either legion. ,My party 
is that of the whole people, and my principles, 
which the law taught* me? are only to*be chang- 
ed by a change of cxillence. * 

• • 

Sir William Jones to'Mr. Juftlce liy^» 

Oct. 20, 1789. 

Though I hope, my dear Sir, to be 
with you althoft as foon as this letter, yet I* 
wnte it becaufc it is the laft that I (hall write . 
to any one; for 'the n<*xt eleven mipnths, and I 
feel fo light, after the completion of my fevcre 
cpiflolary talk, that 1 am dilpofed to play a 
voluntary. 1 have anfwered fifty very long 

r 

letters from Europe,' and a multitude of Ihort 
ones ; among the reft, I bad one from the 
Chtef Baron, whb defires his remembrance to 
you by the title of his old and worthy friend. 
Another from Mafter Wilmot informs me, 
that hU father, Sir Eardley, had nearly ended. 
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his eightieth year, with as good health, and 
as clear inteUe(fts, as he ever had in the prime 
of life. When I exprefs a hope of feeii^g you 
in two or three days, it is only a hope ; for 
I ihall affront the Mandarin at Chinfura*, if 
I do not make my annual viht to him ; now 
I can onljr vifit him, at night, and the wind 
and tide may delay me; as they did* laft year. 
In all events, I lhall be with you if 1 live, be- 
fore the end of the week,^ as I am preparing 
to- go on board my pinnace. Behdes my 
annuities of Europe letters, which I pay at 
> this fcafon, 1 have been winding up all the 
odds and ends of all - my private or iitorkry 
concerns, and ihall think of nothing for eleven 
months to come, but law, European or la-, 
dian. I have written four papers for our ex- 
piring fociety, on very curious Ijibjeds, and 
have prepared materials for a difeourie on 
the tHhinefe : the fociety is a puny, rickety 
child, and muft be fed with«.pap ; nor liiall it 

s 

die by my fault ; but die it muft, for I cannot 
done liipport it. In my youthful days, I 
• Mr, Titsingh, tJovernor cf Chinsurii. 
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was always ready to join in a dance w acoo- 
cert, but I could nevei; bring my&lf to dance 
a folitai;y hornpipe, or to play a folo. When 
I fee Titfingh (who, by the way, will never 
write any thing^for us, as long as^his own 
Batavian foclety fubHUs), 1 will procure full 
Information concerning the pinculEion rice, 
and will report it to you. Lady Jones is as 

ufual, and fends her beft remembrance. I 

• 

too am as ufual, and as ‘ever, dear your 
faithful, dec. 

WiLiiAM Jones. 

'^vc'WilliS^ yones to J, Shorfy Elq. 

Oct.20, 1789. 

Your approbation of Sacontala, gives 
at leaft as much pleafure to the tranllator as 
you liad from the peruial of it;, and would en- 
'Courage me to tranHate more dramas, if I 
were not refolved to devote ^1 my time to 
law, European and Indian. • 

The idea of your happiness, (and few men 
have a brighter profpe^f of it than yourfelf,) 
reconciles me to our approaching feparation. 
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tlkmgh it milft be very long: for I will not 

fee England, while the interefied fadions 

■> 

which diftrad it, leave the legiflature no time 
for the great operations which are efleatial 
for publip felicity, while patriotic virtues are 
derided' as vifionary,and while the rancour of 
contending parties fills with thorns thole par- 
ticular focielies, in which I hc^ed to gather 

4 « 

nothing but roles. ' 1 am foiTy (for the meta- 
phor brings to my niind the Bojiani KhdyaV^ ) 
that the garden cf fancy lliould have as many 
weeds as that of politics, b’urajelhak, pro- 
nounced it w'ith emphafis, a wonderful w'ork; 
and a young Muffiilman alTuri^d me, thk it 

i 

comprifed ^all the lineft inventions of India 
and Perlia. The work will probably mend 
.IS it proceeds. « 

We muft fpare ourfelves the pain of taking 
a formal leave ; fo farewell. May you live 
happy in a freo countiy ! 

' I am, &c'; 

4^ » « « iK « 

f 

* The GiirJen of Fancy; the title of an Eastern row 
maricc in Persian, in sixteen quarto volumes. 



The ai&dlonate wilh which condudei 
thefe extrads from the coirefpondence of Sir 
William Jones, was didated by the circuin-! 
ftanoe of my departure from India: it has 
been verified ; and the recolledion of the place, 
which I held in his efteem, however accom- 
panied with regret for his death, is *an addi- 
tional fourre^of tlxat •happirfess, which he 

wilhed me to enjoy. • • 

% 

Among other literary ’occupations in which 
he employed himfelf during the two laft years, 
it is to be noticed, that he undertook the of- 
fice of editoi* of the elegant poem of Hafefi^ . 
ontheifnfortifhateloves*ofL<7/// and Mujnoan, 
an Arabian jrputh and princefs. Tlie benevo- 
lent objed of his labours renders them inter- 
efting, as the book was publilhed at his own 
expenle, with a declared appropriation of the 
produce of the fale, to the relief of infolvcnt 
debtors in the gaol at'Calcutta. 

Inthe Englifli preface to the Pferfian work, he * 

• • 

h^sgivenatranflationof five dillichsin theraea- 
fure of the original, and has ihewn that a bare 
. tranfpofition of the accedts gives five Englilli ^ 
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couplets in the ^brm mrhich fome call heroic^ 
and others elegiac* As.>a metrical curionty, I 
firil tranferibe the lines in the meafura of the 
ort^nal* wdthatranfpofed verhon of the cou> 
plets in the Englilh form : 

f 

With checks where eternal paradise bloom*ds 
Sweet Luili the soul of Kais had consum’d. 

t t 

Transported her heavenly graces he view’d : 

Of slumber no more he thouglit, nor*of food. 

Love rais’d in their glov^ing bosoms his throne. 
Adopting the chosen pair as his own. 

Together on flowery seats they repos’d : 

Their lips not one idle moment were clos’d* 

To mortals they gave no hint of thdr smart: ' 

Love only^the secret drew from each heart. 

« 

•TRArfSPOSlTlON. 

With cheeks where paradise eternaI*bloom’d, 

Sweet Laili had tiic soul of Kais consum’d. 

O » A 

Her hcav’nly graces he transported view’d : 

No more he thought of slumber, nor of food. 
ijjoivc in their glowing bosoms rais'd bis throne. 

The chosen pair adopting as his own. 

On flowery seats together they repos’d : 

Their lips one idle moment were not clos’d. 

No hint they gave to mortals of their smart ; 

Love only drew the secret from each heart. 

t 

R has already been mentioned, that, in .the 
earlieft periods of his education. Sir William 
Jones had allied" himfelf with uncommon 
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aiS 4 t^ to tKe ftuidj proTody, and, aa 
advii^c^ in thi^ acq^jlfitibn of nenr <^ed8, 
he continued to cuMvate a knowledge of the 
laws of metre, which he found the greateft 
utility, in afceWaining the tact of Oriental au- 
thors. In the coIledlKMi’ of his works, we 
read a tranflatiofi of the 6cft Netnein ode of 
Pindar, as nearly as poffible itt the fame mea- 

fure as the original, and anxnigft other com- 

• 

Ipolitions of the lame kind, not int^ded 

publication, I lind a tranfiation of an ode of 

• • 

Sappho, word, for Word from the original, 
and fyllable for fyllable in the fame rocafure, , 
by the trueft fules of Eoglilh quantity. 

*ln the b^inqing of 1789, the foil volume 
of the Relearches of the fociety was publifo- 
ed. The feleftion of the papers was left to 
the Judgment of ^r William Jones, and he 
'^undertook the laborious and unpleafant office 
of fuperintending the printing. A third ‘part 
of the volume, the moft interefting as well as * 
inforadive, is occupied hy the contributions of 
• the prefident. 

Havii^ palled half of nty life in India, 1 may 



be permitted to avail myfelf of tbe oppoitit-» 
nityaHbrded by this publication, to vindicate, 
my fellow-labourers in the Eaft, ’from one 
omongft many reproaches undefervedly be- 
ftowed .iipon thftn. A dilinclination to ex« 
plore the literature* and antiquities of Hin- 
duftan h%s been urged,, as the natural confe-* 
quence of that immoderate purfuit of riches, 
which was fuppofed« to be the foie objedl of 
the fervants of the feaft-?ndia Company, and 
to engrofs their whole attention. The d^- 
culty attending the acquifition of new idioms^ 
the obftacles oppofed by the fears, prejudices, 
and the referve of the nativeo, the conftant 
occupations of official duty; and the injurious 
effect of fedentary application in a tropical 
climate upon the conftitution, were unnoticed 
or difregarded, and no allowances fnade for 
impediments, which time and perfeverance 
could alone furmounf. 

The reprUach was unmerited; and long 
before the arrival of Sir William Jones in In- 
*dia, the talents of feveral perfons there had 
been employed with confiderable fuccefs, not 
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only to invefti^ions, by wblob the pulUc 
interefts were eKlentially affiited, but to thole 
fcientific refearches, which he more efie&ually 
promoted. The art of printing had been 
introduced into Bengal, by the untaught .&U1 
of Mr. Wilkins, and had advanced to ^eat per- 
fection; and many publications equally ufeful 
and interefling, ilTued from the prels which he 
had cftablinied. , 

The genius, example, and direction of Sir. 
William Jones, anticipated what time might 

‘ p^ftiapl have efieCted, but with flower pro- 

• • 

grefs. With^ad vantages which no ‘European 
in India pofTefl^, he empfoyed the afcendancy 

derived from his fuperipr learning, knowledge, 

• ••*** • • •* 

and abilities, to form an inllitution for pro- 
moting and preferving the literary labours of 
his countrymen; and while he exhibited him- 
self an example for imitation, and pointed out 
in his difeourfes, thofe extenflve inveftigations 

which he only wa§ capable of conceiving, his 

¥ • 

conduct wa^ adapted to*encourage, and invite 
‘ all who poATefTed talents and knowledge, to. 

contribute to the fuccefs* of the #nl^tution. 
j^Te—V. II. O 


• % 
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Tlie eftablilhment of the fociety, which does 
no lefs honour to ‘hiiUj^ than to the chara^er 
of our countrymen in Afia, may hereafter 
form an important article in the general hif- 
tory of arts and fciences; and, if the future 

4 I 

labours of the menibers Ihould be continued 
with the fame zeal^ the obligations of the pub- 
lic will be proportionably increafed*. In the 
twenty years which .have clapfedfince this efta- 

t 

blilhment was forn&d, ipore accurate informa- 
tion on the hillory and antiquities, on the arts, 
fciences, and literature of India, has been 
to the world, than ever before •appeared j and 
without dilparaging^the labours of other hivcf- 
tigators, and the merk'of .antecedent publica- 
tions, the volumes of the Allatic Refearches will 
ever remain an honourable teftimony of the 
zeal and abilities of the Britilh rehdents in 
Hinduftan'j'. 

* Three vohjines of tire Asiatic Researches were pub- 
lished before t^e death of Sir William Jones; a fourth 
was ready for the pressj at thifetime of his demisei in April 
1794, and a seventh volume has since been received in 
England. 

f I cann^ wait this^ opportunity of paying a tribute to 
the enlightened views and enlarged policy, of Manjuis 



A copy of this work was tranfinitted by Sif 
WilUam Jones to the Right Honourable 
Henry piindas, with a letter intimating a 
wilh that the King would honour the fociety 
by his acceptance of it, with which his Ma- 
jefty gracioufly complied*”. 


Wellesley, Covernor-Genewil oWndia, In founding a col- 
lege at Tort Wjlliam, in Beng^, for the instruction of the 
servants of the East-India Company, in every branch of 
useful knowledge. The plan of the institution may per- 
haps have been more extensive than was absolutely neces- 
sary for this purpose, but against the principle of it, no 
^ solid objection could be urged. The functions assigned to 
the servants of the East-India Company, are of great mag- 
nitude, variety, and importance j and to distharge them 
properly requires*the education qf a statesman and legisla- 
tor, aifd a 4l>ermij;tfe knowledge of the dialects in use in 
Hindustan. To enable the servants of the Company to ac- 
quire the necessary qualifications for the du<^ discharge of 
these important duties, was the grand object of the institu- 
tion, which at the same time comprehended the religious 
Instruction, and the superintendance of the morals and 
habits of tlie pupils. Considered in a secondary and su- 
ifordinate point of view, it was calculated to promote the 
objects proposed in the formation of the Asiatic society. 
A volume of es$a 3 rs by the students in the college has been 
published, which does gqual honour to them and to the 
institution. « 

* The acceptance of the volume by the King, was an- 
nounced by the following letter: 
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In tlie fame year, Sir William prefented to 

the public a tranflation of an ancient Indian 

* 

drama, under the title of Sacontalai^ or the 
Fatal Ring, exhibiting a moft pleafing and 
authentic pldture of old Hipdu manners, and 
ope of the greateft curiofities that the litera- 

C 

ture of Afia had yet brought to light. Calidas, 

\M 

the author of it, whom Sir Williaifi Jones calls 
the Shakfpeare of India, lived in the firft cep- 

f 

tury before Chrift, not niany years after Te- 
rence, and he wrote feveral other dramas and 
poetical pieces, of which only Sacontala has 
received an European drefs. “The violation 
of the unities, as well as th^ mixture of fo- 
reign mythology, which conftirutes the ma- 


Lord Grenvii,li: to the Right Honourable H. Dundas. 

SlR> Whitehall, Feb. 22, 1790. 

Having laid before the King, ISir William 
Jones’s letter to you 5 I am directed by His Majesty, to sit^ 
nify his gracious acceptance of the volume transmitted by 
you 5 and at the sime time to express His Majesty’s satis- 
faction in the progress of the sciences in the British esta - 
blishment in India, aiicl Ivs approbation <of the important 
undertaking in which Sir William Jones is engaged* • 

I am, Sir, 

Your moat obedient humble servant, 

W. W. Grenville. 
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chinery of the play, are irreconcil^^e with 
the purer tafle, whi^h marks the dramatic 
compo(|tibns of J^uropc: but, although the 
tranilator decline offering a critiqifm on the 

characters and coodu^ pf the play, ** from a 

• • 

“ conviction that the taffes of men differ as 
much as the fentiment; and pallions, and 
that in feeling th^ beauties of art as in fmell* 

“ ing flowers, tailing fruits, viewing profpeCts, 

• 

“ and hearing melody, dvery individual muft 
be guided by his own fenfations and the in- 
“ communicable affociations of his own ideas,” 
we may venjure to pronounce tliat, exclu- 
fiver of-^hr-wild, pifturefque, and fublimc 
iihagery which pbaracterifes it, the iimplicity 
of the dialogue in many of the feenes, and the 
natural characters of many of the perfonages 
introduced, cannot fail of exciting pleafure 
*and intereft in the reader; who will wifli with 
me, perhaps, that Sir Williaqi Jones had’ not 
rigidly adhered to the determination which he’ 
expreffed, not to employ his leifure in tranf- 
lating more of the works of Calidas. • 

In December 1789-, tile author of thefe me- 
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moirs i;<^as compelled, by the reiterated attacks 
of fevere indifpofition, to leave 'India. For an 
account of the occupations of Sir William 
Jones, from that period to his return, I refer 
to his correfpondence, beginning with a letter 
irom Count Reviczki*; the reader will fee 
with pleafure, that the mutual regard profefTed 
by the two friends had fuffered nO abatement 
from time or feparatlon, 

London, June 30 , 1789 . 

By the Veftal frigate, which. was to 
convey Lord Cathcart to China, I wrote an 
anfwer to your elegant Perfian letter, which 
I received through Mr. Elmfley. It was a 
moll agrehable proof to me, tlfiit I was llill 
honoured wdth a place in your remembrance, 
notwithftanding the diftance which feparates 
us. I have fince learned, that Colonel Cath- 
cart died on the voyagej and as the Veftal, in 

« 

, confequence of this event, returned to Eng- 
land, I am not without apprehenfton, that my 
letter never reached you. I have fince received 


* AppenUix, No. 38, 
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A moft fuperb work printed at Calcutta, and 
which Would do honour to the firft printing- 

t 

office in Europe, accompanied with an elegant 
and obliging letter. I recognized in it the 
hand of a fkilful j>cnnian, if 1 may be allowed 
to judge; for I have fo long negleded the cul- 
tivation of Oriental literature, that I am almoft 
as much a ftranger to it, as* if I had never 
[earned it. I have nevfir yet feen fo elegant 
a fpecimen of Oriental typography, as that 

in the Perfian poem with which you favoured 

# 

me. t , 

1 cannot ^prefs how much 1 regret the 
lofs* of“yCtll jfociety during my refidence 
in Eondon,^tyhich would have ^lorded me 
lb much gratification; and I doubt if I lhall 
have an opportunity of enjoying it after your 
return, 4s I muft foon enter upon the new office 
conferred upon me bythe emperor, of minifter 
at Naples. But whatever my;deftination may 

be, of this you may be afiured, that neither 

• • 

abfence nor difiance will ever weaken my at- 
tachment to you, and that during life I lhali 
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conlider myfelf equally bound by gratitude 
and inclination to prelervo it. 

I am, Sir, • 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

.Count Reviczki, 

t 

Sir William Jmes to Dr. Price. 

* • 

Crtfhm-Mgur^ Sept. 14, 1700. 

MY DEAR Bin, 

I give you my warmeft thanks for 
your friendly letter, and acceptable prefent 
of an adrnirable difeourfe, which I have read 
with great delight. . 

have twenty millions (l fpeak with good in- 
formation) of Indian fubje6i:8, whofe laws I 
am now compiling and arranging, in the hope 
of feciiring their property to themfelves aijd 
their heirs. They are pleafed with the work ; 
but it makes pie a very bad correfpondent. I 
had flattered myfelf with ‘a hope of making 
a vifit to our venerable friend at Philadelphia, 
before the retreat which I meditate to my hum- 
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ble cottage in Middlefex; but God’s will be 
done. We Iball me^t, I ‘devoutly hope, in a 
happier Aate. 

To the Rev. Dr. Ford^ Principal of Magdalen 
Hall, OiJford. 

. Crt/btuh-nagurtOSi. 11, 1790k 
Though I am for the bell of reafons the 
,worll of correfpondentsr,- yet I will no longer 
delay to thank you- for ^our friendly letter of 
the fourth of February, and for your kind at- 
tentions to Colonel Polier. You have a much 

better corroQiondent in Mr. Langlas, whofe, 

• 

patriotllllt^'T hope, will fucceed, and whofe 
Perfian lit^raturtf will be afource^of delight to 
him, if not to the public. Mr. Wehl’s favour 
never reached me, or I would have anfwered 
it immediately, and I requeft you to Inform 
him of my difappoiiltment. The chances are 
about three to one agaunR yqur receiving* this ; 
and" the fear of writing for thS fport of winds 
and waves, dilheartens me whenever I take 
up a pen. 
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Sir WilUdm Jones to J^iiliam Shipley^ Efq. 

Crykna-naguTf 03. 

1>£AR S1R» 

f ^ 

« 

The fhips which brought your kind let- 
ters arrived fo near the end of my ihort vaca- 
tion, that I have but juft time to thank you 
for them, as I do moft heartily, as well as for 
your acceptable prefents." Anna Maria has 
recovered from the pang which the fad intel- 
ligence from England gave her, and a pious 
refignationhas fuccccded to her natural anguifti. 
You arc I hope quite reebvered from your illnefs, 
and again psomoting the welfare .and conve- 
nience of mankind, by your judicious exer- 
tions and ingenious inventions, to which all 
pofiible attention fliall be fliewn in this coun-: 
try. May you very long enjoy the pleafurc 
of doing good, yrhich is*, I well know, the only 
reward you fee1c ! It is now^ fettled here, that 

r 

the natives are proprietors of their land, and 
that it (hall defeend by their own laws. 1 
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am engaged in fuperintending a complete fyf> 
tern of Indian laws; but the work is vail, dif- 
ficult, and delicate ; it occupies all my leifure* 
and makes me the worft of correfpondents. 

I truft, howevei^ that long letters a^e not ne> 
ceflary to convince you, that 1 am, &c. 

4 

• • • 

Sir William- yones to Mrs. Shper*. 

• . 

Cri/hna nagur, OH, 13, 1750. 

I deferve no thanks for the attentions 
which* it is both my duty and my delight to 
Ihew our beloved Anna; but you deferve, and , 
I btg you to nc ^cept myjvarmeft thanks for yotur 
chtertaining letter, for your frequent kind re- 
membrance of me, and your acceptable pre- 
_ _ • 

fent of a fnufF-box in the moft elegant tafte. 
All that you write concerning my friends, is 
highly interefting tome; and all pleating, ex- 
cept the contents of your lajl page ; but the 
moft agreeable part of your letter is the hope 
which you exprefs, that the Bath waters would 


* Sister to Lady Jones, and aiarrled to William Charles 
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reftore ypo to hedA : and it ^ves me infinite 
pleaTure to know, that<your kope has been 
realized. Anna will pve you a full account 
of herfelf, and will mention fome of the many 
realbns, ^hat make me a ba<^ correlpondent. 
I thank you for Erlkine’s fpcech, but I was 
royfclf an advocate fo long, that I never mind 
what advocates but what they prove-, and 
I can only examine'j^roo/j in caufes brought 
before me. I knew*^ you would receive with 
your ufual good-nature my faucy jefts about 
your hand-writing, but hope you will write 
to me, as you write to itnna, for you know, 
the more any charafllS* refemble^pof-hooks, 
&c. the better I can read it. - My love to 
Amelia, and to all whom you love, which 
would give them a claim, if they had no 
other, to the affedtion of, 

^ly dear Madam, 

• Your'ever faithful, 

William Jones, 
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Sir W, Jones to Sir J. Mac^herfon^ Baifl. 

^ * Crilbfta^nagur^Oil. 

I give you hearty thanks for your poft- 
fcript, which (as you enjoin fecrecy) I will 
only allude to atnbigudufly, left this letter 
Ihould fall into oth^r lyinds than yours. Be 
affured, that what I am going to fay does not 
^proceed from an imperfe£t fenfe of your Idnd- 
nefs, but really 1 want ilo addition to my for- 
tune, which is enough for me ; and if the 
whole legiflature of Britain were to offer me a 
different ftajton from that which I now fill,, 
fhduld'mtJftr'gfatefully and refpcdlfully decline 
it. The charji{3ief o/ an ambitious judge is, in 
my opinion, very dangerous to public juftice; 
and if I were a foie legiftator, it Ihould be 
cnadtefl that every judge, as well as every biftiop, 
fhould remain for life in the place which he 
firft accepted. This is not tjie language* of a 

cynic, but of a -man, who loVfes his friends,* 

• • 

his country, and mankind; who knows the 
fliort duration of human life, recollects that * 
ir* has I’v f.d fenr-nn J-*for’y years, and has- 





learned to be' contented. Of public affairs yoll 
will receive better iiitelligence, than 1 am able 
to give you. My private life is fiinilar to 
that which you remember : feven hours a day 
on an average are occupied by my duties as a 
magillrate, and one’hour to the new Indian 
digeft, for one hour in the evening I read 
aloud to Lady Jpnes. , We are now travelling 
to die fources of the Nile with Mr. Bruce, 
whofe work is very interelling and im- 
portant. The /econd volume of the Afiatic 
Tranfadions is printed, and the third ready 
for the prfefs. I jabber Sanfcrit every day 
with the pundits, and hope, befocs.T leave In- 
dia, to underdand It as'well as I do Latin. 

t m ts * 

Among my letters I find onedireded to you; 
1 have unfealed it, and though it only lliews 
that I was not inattentive to the note, with 
which you favoured me on the eve of your 
departure, yet I annex ^t, beeaufe it w'as yours, 
though brought back by my fervant. 

The latter part of it- will raife melancholy 
i^eas; but death, if we look at it firmly, is 
only a change of place: every departure of a 
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friend Is a fort of death; and we 'are all 
nually dying and revivingf Wf Ihaliallnreet; 

I hope to meet you again in India; but, 
wl^rever we meet, I expeft to fee you well 
and happy. None of your friends can wifh 
for your health 'and happinefs moreT ardently 
than, my dear Sir, &c. , , 

Sir Williatn "^ones to R. Morris^ Elq. 

« Calcutta^ OEl. 30^ 17901 

When your letter arrived, I had begun 
my judicial campaign, and am fo bufy I can 
only anfwer .it very fhortly. Lady J. and ^ 
myfelf,are- fincerely rejoiced, that you have 
fo good an eftab!!Dhifient in fo fine a country. 
Need 1 fay, that it would ^ve me infinite de- 
light to promote your views? as fair as I can, 

I will .promote them, but though I have 
• a very extenfive acquaintance, I neither 
have, nor can have, influence. I can Only 
approve and recommend, and.do my bell to’ 
circulate your propo&ls! We are equally 
obliged to you for your kind invitation, as if 
we had it in our power to accept it; but I fear 



# 1 ^ tidmot laE^e Calcutta long enough to 
TCvifit your l^diah Montpelier. As one 
dr the Gymro-^orians, I am warmly inter* 
efted in Bntilh antiquities and literature } but 
toy honour is pledged for the completion of 
the new digeft of Hindu laws, and 1 have not 
a moment to fpare for any other ftudy. 

■ c 

Sir William yones to Sir y. Sinclair ^ Bart. 

Whitehall. 

Cri/bna-nagur^(kt.\St 1791. 

You may rely upon my heft endea- 

• i 

vours to procure information concerning the 
Aiiatic wool, or foft hair; and the animals^hat 
carry it. I had the pleafure of circulating 
your very intercfting trafts at Calcutta, and 
of exhibiting the fpecimens of very beautiful 
wool with which you favoured me. My 
Own time, however, is engaged from morn- 
ing to night in difeharging my public duties, 
and in arranging the new digeft of Indian laws. 

I niilft therefore depend chiefly on others in 
'procuring the information you are deftrous of 
obtaining. Mr. Bchb of the board of trade, 
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aad Colonel Kyd who fuperinlopdb the Coi^ 
pany’s ^rden, have j>roihifed to aflift ma.. . 
The wpol of thefe provinces is too coarfe to 
be of ufe; but that of Kerman in Perfia, which 
you know by the name of Carmaman wool, is 
reckoned exquilftely fine,* and you ‘might I 
fuppofe procure the fheep from Bombay. The 
fhawl goats would liye, I . imagine, and 
breed, in England ; but; it is no lefs difficult 
to procure the females from Cafhmir, than to 
procure mares from Arabia. When you fee 
Mr. Rithardfon, do 'me the favour to give 
him my bell thanks for the parcel, ‘which he 
fent ane,by.the dcfire of the Highland Society. 

. 'v . • • • " * 

Sir IViUiam ^ones to George Hardtiig^ Efq. 

Crijbna-nagur^ 0£f, 16, 1791. 

MY DtAR SIR, 

If the warmth of hearts were meafured 
by the frequency of letttrs, mjs heart muft be 
thought the coldeft in the world*; but you, I 
am confident, will never apply fo fallacious a 
thermometer. In ferious truth, I am, and* 
muft be , the worft of cofrefpondents for the 

L[i'e — V. Jlr p 



210 


following reafons among a hundred, a flrong 
glare and eyes, long talks and Ihort day- 
light, confinement in court fix hour* a day, 
and in my chambers three or four, not to 
mention cafual interruptions and engagements. 
You fpoke fo lightly of your complaint, that 
I thouglit it mull betranfient, and Ihould have 
been extremely grieved, if, in the very mo- 
ment when I heard you had been ferioufly ill, 
I had not heard of your recovery. 

Anna Maria has promifed me to fail for 
Europe in January 1793, and I will follow 
her, when I can live as well ih England on 
my private fortune as I carj.jdo here on half 
myfalary. * » * « • 

I cannot but like your fonnets, yet wilh 
you would abflain from politicks, which add 
very little to the graces of poetry. 

Sir Williant Jones to Sir Jofeph Banks. 

• CriJbna-naguryOS. i8, 1791. 

1 thank you 'heartily for your kihd 
• letters, but perhaps I cannot exprefs my 
thanks better than ‘by anfwering them as ex- 
aftly as I am able. 
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Firft, as to fending plants from India, I beg 
yon to accept my exeufes, and^io make them 
to Sir ©eorge Young, for my apparent inatten- 
tion to fuch commiflions. In ihort, if you 
with to transfef our Indian plants to the 
Weftem iflands, the Company muft diredl 
Kyd and Roxburgh ’to fend them,*and their 
own captJtins to receivfe theid, and attend to 
them. * • 

We are in fad want of*a travelling botanift, 

^ with fome fhare of my poor friend Koenig’s 

# 

knowledge and zeal. A ftationaiy botanift 
would fix on,fhe indigo-fera, as the chief ob- 
je£t*of his care.* Roxburgh will do much on 
the (foaft, if he «afl be relieved from his terri- 
ble head achs, but here we have no alliftance. 

1 have neither eyes nor time for a botanift, 
yet with Lady Jones’s afliftance, I am conti- 
nually advancing; and we have examined 
about lyoLinnsean^rwrra. Sh^brought home, 
a morning or two ago, the m(Jft lovely epi- 
dendrum that ever was feen, but the defcrip- 
tion of it would take up too much room in a * 
letter; it grew on a lofty* amra, but it is an 

1 * ‘2 



air plant, and puts forth its fragrant enamelled 

f 

blofibms in afbt without earth or water: none 
of the many fpecies of Linnaeus corrcfponds 
exactly with it. You muft not imagine that, 
becaufe I am, and ihall be, faucy about the 
Linnaean language, that I have not the high- 
eft veneration for its great author; but I think 
his di«ftion batbarouar and pedantic, particu- 
larly in his Pbilofophia Botanica, which I have 
a right to criticife, Having read it three times 
with equal attention and pleafure. Had Van 
Rheede exhibited the Sanfcrit names with ac- 
curacy, we fhould not be puziled with read- 
ing the Indian poems and .m'edical' trails; 
but in all his twelve volumes, I have not 
found above ten or twelve names corre<ftly 
exprefled, either in Sanfcrit or Arabic. I fhall 
touch again on botany,* but I proceed with 
your firft letter. I have little knowledge of 
Yacob Bruce but his five volumes, which I 
read aloud, (except feme paflages which I 
could only read with my eyes) are fo enter- 
'taining that 1 wiflied for five more, and rea- 
dily forgave not only his miftakes in the bo- 



tanlcal laQgiM|fe» and i|i-:Ara!»c, but even his 
arrogance, which he carries extra fiammantia 
mctnia mundi. 

Keir’s paper on diftilling I never faw in 

print, though I muft have heard it read by our 

• • 

fecretary ; but as the vrdrthy author of it is 
in London, where ypu .will have probably 
met him, he will fatisfy you on the fub- 
jaft. •. 

The madhuCa is,, beyond a doubt, the 
bajjta ; but I can fafely afTert, that not one of 
fifty blolToms which I have examined, had i 6 

m * 

filaments, 8 above the throat, and 8 within 
the ttibaw • Thaf^ Kanig, whom I knew to be 
very Accurate, , had feen fuch a cjiaradler, I 
doubt not, but he Ihould not have fet it down 
as conftant. I frequently faw 26 and 28 fila- 
ments, fbmetimes 12, and the average was 
about 20 or 22, By the way, my excellent 
friend, you will do us capital fcfvice, either "by 

printing Koenig’s manufcripts, dr by fending 

• • 

us a copy of them ; and we will fend you in 
return, not only the correft Sanfcrit names,* 
but the plants themfelvcs* at leaft the feeds, 
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if you can prevail on any capt^n to take care 
of them. *'*'■•,* ♦ m « • 

That the poem of Calidas entertained you, 
gives me great pleafure, but it diverts me ex- 
tremely to hear from others, that the authen- 
ticity of the poem is doubted in England ; but 
I am not fure that any. own errors of inatten- 
tion may not have occafioned miftakes. The 
ufe of the pollen in flowers is, I believe, well 
known to the Brahmans 5 but' I am not fure, 
that I have not added the epithet prolific^ to 

• 

diflingjuilh it from common dujt^ which would 
have been the exa£l verfion of renu. The 
blue nymphaa, which I hay.e found reafons 
for believipg the lotus of Egypt, is a native of 
Upper India ; here we have only the white 
and rofe-coloured. Filament is not ufed as a 
botanical word, but merely as a thread, and 
the filaments for the bracelet are drawn from 
the flalk of tli^ nymphaa. The hart properly 
fo called, may not be a native of Bengal ; but 
Calidas lived at Ugem, and lays his fcene near 
the northern mountains ; all therefl is clear : bears 
and boars, and all wildbeafts have been hunted 
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here immemorlallv. The coakti lings charm- 
ingly here in the fpr|pig;5*olierwill Ihewyou 
drawipg^ of the male and female, but ^ill per- 
haps call it co-il: the ftory of its eggs always 
ftruck me as very remarkable* The amra is 
mangifera j the mellica,* I believe, *nyctantbes 
zambak'f the madhavi creeper, Jbanifieria, 
The enfa^ I cannot, fee ir\ blolTom. The 
fwijha x^ mimofd odoratlffima^ the pippala,^rur 
rdigioj'a. If h recolleft lucjboy it is not a plant, 
but lac, Fana dojini is a Sanfcrit epithet of the 
banijteria. As to‘ nard, I know not what 
to fay; if the Greeks meant udly fragrant 
grafs,. w.e have nards In abundance, acorus^ 

fc/wenus,andropogoit,xyperus^ &c. But I have 

* • • • 

no evidence that they meant any fuch thing. 
On Arrian, or rather on Ariilobulus, we can- 
not fafely rely, as they place cinnamon in Ara- 
bia, and myri h in Perfia. Should any travel- 
ling botanift find the fpecies of andropogout 
mentioned by Dr. Blane in the plains of G&i 
drofia, it would be fOme evidence, but would 
at the fame time prove that it was not the In- * 
dian nard, which neve? was fuppofed to grow 
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in Perliai As at prefent advifed, 1 believe the 
Indian nard of ihe imcients to have been a va*' 
lerian, at leaft the nard of Ptolemy* Which is 
brought from the very country, mentioned by 
him as famed for ipikenard. 

I ^ 

And now, my dear Sir Jofeph, I have gone 
through both your .letters: lam, for many 
good reafons, a bad coirefpondent, but princi- 
pally becaufe the difcltarge of my public duties 
leaves me no more time than is fufficient for 
neceflary refrefliments and relaxation. 

The laft twenty years of n^y life I lhall 
ipend, I truft, in a ftudious retreat; and if 
you know of a plealaot country houfe to* be 
diipofed of in your part of» Middlefex, with 
pafture-ground for my cattle, and garden- 
ground enough for my amufemeat,have the 
goodiiefs to inform me of it. I (hall be hap- 
py in being your neighbour, and, though I 
write little now, will talk then as much as you 
pleafe. 

' 1 believe I ihall fend a box of ineftimable 
manufcripts, Sanfcrit and Arabic, to your 
friendly care. If I return to England, you will 
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reftore them to me ; if I die in my voyage to 
China,' or my journey tWoifgh Peifia, you 
will dUpofe of them as you pleafe*. Wherever 
I may die, I fhall be, while I Uve, my dear 
Sir, &c. 

Sir William Jones to Warren Ilajliegs^ Efq. 

, JCri/hna-vagur, OS. 20, 1791 

MY DEAR SIR, , 

Before you can receive this, you will, I 
doubt not, have obtained a complete triumph 
over ^our perfccutors; and your charader 

will have rifgi, not brighter indeed, but more 

% 

coafpicuoufly bright, from the furnace of their 

peri^cution. Ha{>py fliould 1 be if 1 could 

* * * • * • 

congratulate you in perfon on your vidoryj 

but though I have a fortune in England, which 
might fatisfy a man of letters, yet 1 have not 
• enough to cftablilh that abfolute independence 
which has been the chief end and aim of my 

• The jVI 3S. here*alluded to, after*the demise of Sir 
William Jones, were presentW, together with another large 
collection of Kastern MSS. to the Royal Society, by Lady 
Jones- A catalogue, compiled by Mr. Wilkins, is inserted 
in the 1 3th volume of Sir WilHam Jones’s w-orks. 
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life ; and I muft ftay in this country a few 
years longer: Joijes has however pro- 

inifcd me to take her paiTage for Ei^pe in 
January 1793* and I will' follow her when I 
' can. She is pretty well, and prefents her kittd- 
eft remembrance to you and Mrs. Haftings, 
whom I t<hank moft heartily for a very obIig> 
ing and elegant, letter. My own health has, 
by God’s blelfing, been very firm, but my eyes 
are weak, and I have conftantly employed 
them eight or nine hours a day. My princi- 
pal amulement is botany, and the cohverfa- 
tion of the pundits, with whom J[ talk fluently 
in the language ©f the Gc</j ; and my bufinefs, 
befides the difeharge of my public duties, is 
the tranflation of Menu, and of the digeft 
which has been compiled at my inftance. Our 
fociety ftill fubfifts, and the third volume of 
their Tianfadions is fo- far advanced, that it 
will certainly be publilhed next fcafon. Sa- 
* muel Davis hofS tranflated the,5i.;9'<z Stddhanta, 
’and is making difeoveties in Indian aftrono- 
royj while Wilford is purfuing his geographi- 
cal enquiries at Benares, and has found, or 
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thinks he has found, an account of Africa and 

* 

Europe, and even of Britaii! by name, in the 
ScanSa Puran; he has fent us a chart of the 
Nile from Sanfcrit authorities, and I expedl 
foon to receive his proo^ and illulirations. 
Of public affairs in India, I fay little, becaufe 
I can fay nothing with* certainty; Ithe feafons 
and elements have beifen advtrfe to us in My- 
fore. Farewell, my dtar Sir, and believe me 
to be with unfeigned regard, 

Your faithful and obedient, 

WiLLiAj^ Jones. 

Sir William yones 4o Sir yojeph Banks. 

Calcuttiky Nov. 19i l79]. 

Since 1 fent my letter to the packet of 

the Queen, I received the inclofed from a 

Hindu of my acquaintance, and I fend his 

cujlsa flowers, which I have not eyes to cxa- 

mine, efpecially in a feafonof bufinefs. The 

leaves are very long, with a point exceflively 
^ • 
long and fine, their edges are rough down- 

i 

wards, in other refpe£ts fmooth. As this plant 
is to. my knowledge c^ebrated in the veda, I 
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ani very delirous of knowing its LinnScan 
name. 1 cannot find it ki A"an Rheede. 

# # * ♦ '*f 

The frequent allufions in thefe letters to 
local or botanical fubjecfs, may render them 
particularly interefting only to the friends and 
correfpontfents of Sir William Jones, but they 
deferibe his occupations'aiid contain his mind, 
which 1 wifli to difplay J they exhibit a warmth 
of affedion for his friends, upright principles, 
a manly independence, and a defire of honour- 

9 

able diftindion, combined w ith a contempt 
for all ambition incompatible with his public 
cbarafler. The frequent mention of the 
work which he had undertaken is equally a 
proof of his opinion of the importanc e of it, and 
of his folicitude to make it as perfedl aspolTiblc. 

The manner in which he mentions the tra- 
vels of Mr. Bruce Ihews, that he was not one 
of the fceptics w,ho doubted of his veracity. 
In a paper whith he prelentcd to the focicty 
m Calcutta, he recites a converfation with a 
native of AbyfiSnia, who had feen and known 
Mr. Bruce at Gwender, and who fpoke of 
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him in very honourable terms. At the poiod 
of this conyerfation, the travels were not pub- 
lilhe^; but it was too particular and defcrlp* 
tive to leave room for doubt, as to the identity 

of Mr. Bruce, and of his having palTed fome 

• • 

years in Abyflinia. 

Of the correfpondencg of Sir William Jones 
in 1 792,. if it were not altogether fufpended 
by his more importantdludies and avocations, 
no part has been communicated to me. In 
March 1793, I returned to Bengal with a 
commiffion to fucceed Marquis Cornwallis, in 
his ftation of Governor-General whenever he 
thought proper to relijiquifli it, and I had the 
lathfad:ion to find my friend, although fome- 
what debilitated by the climate, in a fiate of 
health which promifed a longer duration of 
life than it pleafed Providence to alhgn to 
him. The ardour of his mind had fuSered 
no abatement, and his application was iinre- 
mitced. The completion of the work whicli 
he had undertaken, occupied the principal 
portion of his leifure, and the remainder of 
his time which could bfe fpared, was as ufual^ 
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devoted to literary and fcientiiic purfuita. Bo- 

tanical refearches occalsonally diverted his 

hours of relaxation, but he found impedhnents 

to them from the weaknefs of his light, and 

heat of the climate. 

. 

The conftitution of Lady Jones, which was 
naturally delicate, had fuifered fo much from 
repeated attacks of indi^ofition, that a change 
of climate had long been prefcribed by the 
phyficians, as the only means of preferring 
her life ; but her aife^ionate attachment to 
her hufband had hitherto induced her to re- 
main in India, in. oppolition to |his advice, 
though with the full ronvi£li9n that the re- 
covery of her health, in any cpnfiderahle 
degree, was impollible. She knew that the 
obligation which he had voluntarily contraft- 
ed, to tranflate the digeft of Hindu and Mo- 
hammedan laws, was the only, though infu- 
pcrable obftacle tp his accompanying her, and 
his entreaties were neceflary to gain her re- 
ludant aflent to undertake the voyage without 
his fociety. 1 a the courfc of his correfpondence, 
we trace his ardour to explore the new ob- 
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jeds of invefligation which increafing know- 
ledge had difcoverethto him, tmd an intention 
to pifrfue the line of his refearches through 
Perfia or China, by a circuitous rout to his na- 
tive country ; and at an earlier period, when 
the extent of the field of inveftigation appear- 
ed boundlefs, he had declared histletermina- 
tion to xemain in India until the clofe of the 
century, if it Ihould ‘pleafe God to prolong 
his life. But affedion let limits to his zeal for 
knowledge, and when it was finally fettled 
that Lady Jojies fhould return to Enjgland, he 
determined, liimfelf to follow her in the en- 
futng* feafon,„ hoping by this period to have 
dif2harged.his»ehgagements witjjthe govern- 
ment of India. She embarked in December 

* 793 - 

In \he beginning of 1794, Sir William 
Jones publifhed a work, in which he had long 

been engaged, — a tranllationof the Ordinances 

• 

of Menu, comprifing the^Indiah fyftem of du- 
ties religious and civil. This talk was fug- 
gefted by the fame motives, which had induced 
him to undertake the compilation of the di-. 
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geft; to sdd the benevolent intentions of the 
I^^ature of Gseat l^ritatn, in fecuring to the 
natives of India the adminillration of jullice» 
to a certain extent, by their own laws. Menu 
is eileenied by the Hindus the hrft of created 
beings, and not the ordell only, but the holieft,. 
of legiflato^*8; and his fyftem is fo comprehen- 
five and fo minutely exadt, that it maybe con- 
(idered as an inllitute»of Hindu law, prefa- 
tory to the more copious digeft.' 

This work, to ufe the words of the tranf- 
lator, contains abundance of curious matter, 
extremely interefting both to*^ fpcculative 
lawyers and antiquaries, with n^any beauties, 
which need not be pointed out, and with many 
blemilhes, which cannot be jufliiied or pal- 
liated. It is indeed a fyftem of defpotifm and 
prieftcraft, both limited by law, but artfully 
conipiring to give mutual fupport, though 
with mutual ch<;cks; it is filled with flrange 
conceits in metaphyficks and .natural philofo- 

I 

phy, with idle fuperflltidns, and with a fcheme 
of theology moft obfeurely figurative, and 
^ confequently liable tb dangerous raifconccp- 
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tion; it abounds with minute and clUdiih Ibr^ 

i 

fnalitles, with ceremonies generally abiitfd, and 
rjften* ridiculous ; the punilhments are partial 
and painful, for fome crimes dreadfully cruel, 
for others reptehenfibly flight ; anyj the very 
morals, though rigid enough on the whole, 
are in one or two inftabces (as in*he cafe of 
light oaths and .pious 'perjury) unaccountably 

, relaxed; neverthelefs, a fpirit of fublime de- 

• • 

votion, of benevolence to mankind, and of 
, amiabje tendernefs .to all creatures, pervades 
the whole wcrk ; the ftyle of it hjs‘«a certain 

auftere maJeJly, that foynds like the language 

«• 

of legiflation^ and ^e^torts a refpedtful awe ; 

• • ^ f • . • 

the fcntiments of independence 'upon all be- 
ings but God, and the harlh admonitions even 
to kings, are truly noble; and the many pa- 
negyrics on the Gayatri, the mother, as it is 
called, of the veda, prove the author to have 
adored, not the vifible mateHal fun, but that, 
divine and incompar^bIy*greater light, to ufe 
the words of the moll venerable text in the 

i 

Indian Scripture, which illumines all, delights 
all, frsm which all proceed, to which allmujt' 
Lifc—Y. II. Q 
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return^ and whkb can Akne irradiate^ not 
our oigans, but ouf fouls iuid oulr ii>* 

c 

telleSis. ' 

The appreciation of a work, which had oc- 

cnpied fo |arge a portion of h/s time amd at- 

« 

tention, affords a proof of the judgment and 
candour ot Sir William ' Jones. The ordi- 
nances of Menu* are by no means calculated 
for general reading; 'but they exhibit the 
manners of a remarkable people, in a remote 

age, and unfold the principles of the moral 

« 

and religious fyftems, to which the Hindus 
have invariably adhered, notwithfl?inding their 
long fubjeflion to a foreign dominion. • * 

I 

I now prefent to the 'reader, the lall Idtter 
which I received from Sir William Jones, 
written two months before the departure of 
Lady Jones from India. 

, MY DEAR SIR, 

« 

• A few ^ays after I troubled you about 

* • ' 

the yacht, I felt a fdvere pang on hearing of 
your domeflic misfortune; and I felt more for 
you than I Ihouldformoft men, on fo melan- 
' choly an occalion, becaufe I well know the 
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fenfibillty of your heart. The only topic of 
confolatioh happily pteferited to you: 

reafon f)erhaps might convince us, that the 
death of a created being never happens with- 
out the will of th^ Creator, who governs this 
world by a fpecial iuterpolition of his provi- 
dential care ; but, as tliis is a truth vvHich Re- 
velation exprcfsly teaches us, *our only true 
comfort in affliflion muR be derived from 
Chrlflian philofophy,* which is fo far from 
.encouraging us to ftifle our natural feelings, 
that even the dUine Author of it wejpt.on the 
death of a frlohd. This do6lrine, though fu- 
perfiuous to y»u, is always prefent to my 
mind ;• and 1 •flfaA have occafior> in a few 
years, by the courfe of nature, to prefs it on 
the mind of Lady Jones, the great age cf 
whofe mother is one of my reafons for hoping 
moft anxioufly, that nothing may prevent her 
returning to England this leafoft. * * 

*** I will follow hg: as loon as I can, 
poffibly at the beginning of 1 795, but proba- 
bly not tiil the feafon after that; for although 
1 Ihall haye more than enough to fupply all the 


0.2 
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wants of a man, who would rather h. v been 

Cincinnatus with his plough, than.LuculIus 

with all his wealth, yet I wi(h to complete 

the fyftem of Indian laws while I remain in 

India, bscaufe I with to perform whatever I 

promife, ^with the leaft pofllble imperfection ; 

and in fo difficult a work doubts muft arife, 

which the pundits alone could rembve. You 

•1 

continue, I hope, to find the gardens healthy ; 
nothing can be more pleafant than the houfe 
in which w’e live; but it might juftly be called 
the teriiple of the w'inds, efjlecially as it has 
an octagonal form, like that erected at Athens 
to thofe boifterous divinities. "I cannot get rid 
of th? rheumatifm which their keenl)reath 
has given me, and fubmit with reluCtance to 
the neceffity of wrapping myfelf in ffiawls and 
fiannel. We continue to be charmed with 
the perfpicuity, moderation, and eloquence of 
Filangieri. 

Of European politics I think as little as pof- 
fible; not becaufe they do not intereft’ my 
heart, but becaufe they give me too much 
pain. I have ** good will towards men, and 
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wifli peace on earth j” but I fee chiefly under 
the fun, the two claffes if men whom Solo- 
mon defcribeSjthe opprelTor and the opprefled. 

I have no fear in England of open defpotifm, 
nor of anarchy. I fhall cultivate my fields 
and gardens, and think 5s little as poffible of 
monarchs or oligarclis. , 

.1 am, &c. 

* * * * 

It would nbt be.eafy to give exprelfion to 
the feelings excited by the penifal of this let- 
ter, nine years^ after the date of it. In recall- 
ing the memory of domeftic misfortunes, 
which time had nearly obliterated, it revives 
with, new fo^c&the rdcolledtion of that friend, 
whofe fympathy endeavoured to foothe the 
forrovvs of a father for the lofs of his children. 
The tr5nfition by Sir William Jones to the cir- 
cumftances of his own fituation is natural, 
and the conjugal bofom may.perhaps fympa- 
thize with a fond huiband, a'hticipating the 
affliftion of the wife of his affedlion, and his’ 
own efforts to confole her j that wife however 
ftill furvives to lament hef irreparable lofs in the , 
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death of Sir William Tones liimfelf, and has 

had for forae ‘years the happinefs to confole, 

* 

by the tendereft alTiduities, the increafing in- 
firmities of an aged mother*. • 

The fiends of Religion, v^hoknow the va- 
lue of the “ fure and certain hopes” which it 
inipires,will remark with fatisfa^flion, the pious 
fentiments exprefled ‘by Sir William Jones a 

few months only before his own death. They 

• * 

will recolledt the determination which he 
formed in youth, to examine with attention . 
the evidence of our holy Rciigion, and will 
rejoice to find unprejudiced enquiry terminat- 
ing, as might be cxpc£led, in* a rational con- 
vidTion of its truth and divin'e autlioiity.* 

Of this convidlion, his publications, though 
none of them were prorcflcdly religious, af- 
ford ample and indubitable teftimony; and I 

t 

cannot deem it a fupeifluous talk (to me, in- 
deed, it will be moll grateful) to fcledt from 
them, and from fi\ch other 'materials as I pof- 

. ♦ Mrs, Shipley died on the 9th of March, 1803, in her 
S^thyear. She retained ^all her faculties to that prolongt. J 
period* 
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fefs, Ms Qpialoss on a fuhjed; of (Undeniable 
importanca . * , 

Araofigft the papers written by Sir William 
Jones, I find the following prayer, compofed 
by him on the firft day of the year 1782, 
about fifteen months before his embarlmtion 
for India, and more^tluyi twelve years before 
his death : . 

A PRAYER. 

Eternal and incpmprehenfible Mind, who, 
by thy boundlefs power, before time began, 
createSft innumerable worlds for thy glory, and 
innumerable* orders of beings for their happi- 
nefs, .which thy infinite goodnefs prompted 
thee to defire,, mid* thy infinite^wifdom en-' 
abled thee to know ! we, thy creatures, vanifh 
into nothing before thy fupreme Majefty;, 
we hourly feel our weaknejs ; we daily be- 
wail our vices', we continually acknowledge 
our folly ; thee only we adorg with awful ve- 
neration j thee we thank with the moft fervent 
• • 

zeal; thee we praije with afloniihment and 
rapture; to thy power we humbly fubmit; ef 
thy goodnefs we devoutly implore protection; 

* 

on thy wifdom we firmly and cheerfully rely. 
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We do but open our and inftantly we 
perceive thy diyine'exiftence ; wet do but ex- 
ert our reafoTty and in a moment we difcover 
thy divine attributes: but our eyes could not 
behold thy fplendoury nor could our minds 
comprehend thy divine ejfence\ we fee thee 
only through thy ilupendous and all-peife£t 
works j we kno^w the<j only by that ray of fa- 
cred light, which it hfis pleafcd thee to reveal. 
Neverthelefs, if creatures too ignoraru to con- 
cehcy and too depraved to purfue, the nu-ms of 
their own happinefs, may without v;'( liimp- 

tion exprefs their wants to their tiRi. AroR, 

* 

let us humbly fupplicate thee to remove from 
us that evily which thoii haft permitted for a 
time to exift, that the ultimate good of all may 
be complete, and to fecure us from that vice, 
which thou fuffereft to ipread fnares . around 
us, that the triumph of virtue may be more 
cohfpicuous. Irradiate our minds with all 
‘ ufeful truth ; inftll into our hearts a fpijit of 
general benevolence-, gi^e underjianding to the 
foolifti; meeknefs to the proud ; temperance to 
the diflblute ; fortitude to the feeble-hearted ; 
kopexo the defponding ; 7/;;//^ to the unbeliev-* 
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ing; diligence to the ilothful; patience Xo 
'who ai'e vsipdin ; and thy! cel^ial aid to thofis 
who nrd in danger : Comfort the affixed j re- 
lieve the dijlrc^ed j fupply the hungry with 
falutary food, and the tbirjly with a plenti- 
ful ftream. Impute not our dodhts to in- 
dijerenccy nor our Jlonanefs of beJif to hard- 
nefs of heart', but bp indqlgent to our 
perfehl nature, and liipply our imperfeClhns 
by thy heavenly favour. “ Sufier not, we 
“ anxioufly pray, fuffer not opprejfion to pre- 
“ vail over innocence, nor the might of the 
“ avenger caexXa&'weaknefs of the Jujl^ When- 
ever .we addrefs thee in our retirement from 
• • 

the.vanities of the'world, if our prayers are 
foolijl), pity us; if prefumptuous, pardon v&\ if 
acceptable to thee, grant them, all-powerful 
GOD, grant them; And, as with our living 
voice, and with our dying lips, we will exprefs 
our fubmiffion to thy decrees, adore thy pro- 
vidence, and blefs thy difpenfations ; fo in adl 
future ftates, to which we reverently hope 
goodnefs will raife us, grant that we may* 
continue praijing, admiring, venerating, wor- 



Jbipping there more and more, through vxirlik 
tvithout ^un^T\y and ages ^ithoutecn^/ 

I, 1782. " » 

i do not adduce this prayer as evidence of 

the belief of Sir William Tones in the doc- 
, • 

trines of Jefus Chrifli ; although I think that 
fuch a compofition could hardly have been 
framed by an unbeliever in the Gof j>el, or, if this 
be deemed polfible, that a mind capable of feel- 
ing the fenti ments which it expretfes, could long 
have witholden its aflent to the truths of 
Revelation. It is evidently the effufion of a 
pious mind, deeply imprefled with an awful 
fenfe of the infinite wifdom; power, and belie- 
volence of hjs Creator, «fnd of * the ignorahcc, 
weaktiefs, and depravity of human nature j 
fentiments which reafon and experience 
ilrongly fuggeft, and which Revelation ex- 
prefsly teaches. Let it be remembered, that 
Jong* before this .prayer was written. Sir Wil- 
liam Jon es had demonftrated* to his owil fa- 
tisfaflion, that Jefus was the Meffiah, pre- 
dided by the Prophets; that amongft his pro- 

* Memoirs, p. 115, vol, i. 
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je£ted occupations in India, one*^ -was to tnm£> 
late the Pfalms into I’efcc, -^nd the ‘G^fpcl 
of tuke into Arabic, — a defign which 
could only have originated in his conviSioti 
of the irnportapce and infpiration of thefe di- 
vine books ; that in the year after the date df 
the prayer, we have.a direct and public avowsll 
of his belief in the divinity of our Saviourf ; and 
, again in the next, another prayer by him ex- 
prefling his exclufive refiance on the merits of 
his Redeemer for his acceptance with God+. 

Amongft the publications of Sir William 
Jones, in yijhich his religious fentiments arc 
exprClTed, 1 «fhall firft notice, A Dijfertation 
on thz Gods oj* Greece, Italy, and Jlome, written 
in 1784, but revifed and printed in 1786, in 
which the following palTage occurs ; ** Dif- 
“ quitnions concerning the manners and con- 
“ du£l of our fpecies, in early times, or indeed 
‘‘ at any time, are always curious at leaA, and 
“ amufing; but they are highly interefting 
to fuch as can fay of themfelves, with 

* Memoirs, p. 4. vol. ii. f Ibid. p. 9. vol. ii« 

:j: Ibid. p. 41. vol. ii. * 
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“ Chremes in the play, * We are men, an4 
** *take an intejrieft fci all that relates to man- 
** ‘kind,* They may even be of folid* import- 
“ ance in an age, when fome intelligent and 
** virtuous perfons are inclined to doubtthe au- 
** thenticity of accounts delivered by Moses, 
“ concerning the primitive world; fince no 
“ modes or fources of reefoning can be unimpor- 
“ tantf •which have a tendency to remove fuch 
doubts. Either the firft elevEu chapters of 
** Gene/tSf (all due allowances being made for a 
“ figurative Eaftern ftyle,) are true, or the 
** whole fabric of our national religion is falfe; 

f 

“ a conclufion, which none of us 1 truft would 
“ wifh to be drawn. 1% •win aannot belp^bc- 
*'• lieving the divinity oi the Messiah, from 
“ the undifputed antiquity, and manifeft cora- 
“ pletion of many prophecies, efpecially thofe 
“ of Isaiah, in the only perfon recorded by 
“ hiftcry, to whom they are applicable, am 
obliged of courfe to believe the fanftity of 

f 

“ the venerable books, lo which that facred 
perfon refers as genuine; but it is not the 
truth of our national religion, as fuch, that 
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** I have at heart; it is truth kfelf; and if 
• I . 

“ any cool, unbialTed rcadertwll, clearly con- 

• • 

“ vince me, that Mofes drew his narrative, 
through Egyptian conduits, from the pri- 

“ meval fountains of Indian literature, I lhall 

• 

efteem him as a friend, for having weeded 
“ my mind from a capital error, dhd promife 
“ to ftand among th^ foremoil in alRiling to 
“ circulate the truth \^hichhe has afcertained. 
“ After fuch a declaration, I cannot but per- 
“ fuajje myfclf, that no candid man tvill 
“ be difpleaCed, if, in the courfe of jny work, 
“ I make afi free with any arguments, that he 
may have •advanced, as I ihould really deilre 
“ him to do \^ith any of mine, that he may be 
“ difpofed to controvert.” 

Let hot the candour of the declaration, con- 
tained in the preceding quotation, alarm the 
ferious Chriftian; the fair inference to be 
drawn from it is this, that 6ir William Jones 
was incapable of affirming what he did not 
fully believe; and the avowal of his faith in 
the divinity of our Saviour, is therefore to* be 
received as decifive evitlence of the fincerity of 
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hb belief: Indeed hb declaration may be coo<t. 
iiderbd as the proof* of his faith* and his 
faith to be grounded in proportion to the Open- 
nefs C}f hb declaration. That any rcafoner 
couid convince him, that Mofes had borrowed 
his narrative from Indian fources, he never 
for a moment fuppofed, and if a doubt could 
be entertained on- this fubje£l, another paf- 
fage in the fame diflertation mud at once 
annihilate it. He had indeed no hefitation to 
acknowledge his perfuafion, that a connedlion 
fubfided between the old idolatrous nations 
of Egypt, India, Greece, and Italy, long be- 
fore they migrated to their fcvcral fctllementj, 
and confequently before the birth of Mofes; 
but he was equally perfuaded, that the truth 
of the propofition could in no degree aficdl 
the veracity and fandtity of the Mofaic hiftory, 
which, if any confirmation of it were nccef- 
iary, it would ratfier tend to confirm. 

* ** The divine legate (I now quote his words) 
^‘'educated by the daughter of a king, and in 
“ sll refpedts highly accomplilhed, could not 
“ but know the mythological fyftem of Egypt, 



“ but he muft have condemned the fyipeffla- 
“ tions of tfiat people, ancf'deipifed the fpeca- 
“ lative abfurdities of their priefts, though 
“ feme of their traditions concerning the crea- 

“ tion and the l^ood, were founded on truth. 

» 

“ Who was better acquainted with the mytho- 
** logy of Athens, than Socrates? ‘^ho more 
“ acfurately vcrfed in the rabbinical dodrines, 
than Paul ? Who poffcfled clearer ideas ,of 
“ all ancient aftronomical fyftems, than New- 
" ton or of fhcol^ftic mctaphyficks, than 

“ Locke? In wJjom could the Romilh Church 

• • 

“ have had a'more formidable opponent, than 
in Cliillingworth, whofe deep knowledge of 
** its* tenets rendered Kim fo competent to dif- 
“ pute them? In a word, who more exadlly 
“ knew the abominable rites and Ihocking 
idolatry of Canaan, than Mofes himfelf? Yet 
“ the learning of thofe great men only incited 
“ them to feek otlier fources«of truth, piety, 

• 

“ aiitl virtue, than thofe, in wdiich they had 
long been immerfed. There is no fliadow 
“ then of a foundation for an opinion, that 
“ Mofijs borrowed the firli nine or ten chap- , 



« ters of Gmejis from the literature of Egypt} 
*• Itill lels can ttce'^^damantine pillars of our 
** Chriftian faith be moved by the refult of any 
** debates on the comparative antiquity of the 
** Hindus and Egyptians, or qf any enquiries 

C 

** into the Indian theology.” 

From the fame diflertation I feledl an- 
other palTage, which frbm its importance is en- 
titled to particular notice, while it evinces the , 
folicitudeof Sir V/iliiam Jones to corredl a mif- 
confception, which, i n my opinion, has been 
idly and.injudicioufly brought forward to fup- 
port a fundamental tenet of Evangelical Re- 
velation. • • * * 

« 

“ Very reipediable natives Have afluretfme, 
“ that one or two miflionaries have been ab- 
** furd enough, in their zeal for the convcrfion 
** of the Gentiles, to urge, that the Hindus 
** were even now almoft Chriilians, becaufe 
“ their Bramha; Viflinu, and Mahefa, were 
“ no other than the.Chriftian Trinity; a'fen- 
“ tcnce in which we can only doubt whether 
* folly, ignorance, or impiety, predominates.’* 

The three Hindu deities, were perhiips ori- 



ginally p^fonifications only "of tlie 
frefervingy amd dejiroyitigt it nia]^ be tllS2 
derftocal, ‘the re-producing of the Su- 

preme Being. By the bulk of the pe^le 
they are confldered as diftiridf perfonages, 
each invefted with divine attributes; and the 
mythological writings of Jhe Hindua contain 
moft ample and abfurd lyftories of them ; but 
in the Vedanti philofophy, which is evidently 
f^latonic, the Almighty, known by the myt 

tical and incommunicable appellation of O’M, 

• * 
is the only bein^, and all others, including 

Brahma, Vishnu, and Mahefa, are ’only the 

creatiireg of idea or perception^ which will pe-' 

riflr in the genCi^V aiTnihilation, whilft 6’M. 

alone furvives through all eternity*. Thus# 

• 

* On this subject, I shall take the liberty to quote some 
curious pas«ages from a translation of a I^ersic versiori of 
the Yoog Vashesti, a very ancient composhaon in Sanscrit. 
There are several Persian versions of this work 5 but many 
pages of that from which the present tz^slation is given, 
were compared with the original Sanscrit, ^nd found to be 
substantially acCij;rate. ^ . 

The instability of the world, and of every thing con- 
tained in it, is certain 5 hence it will one day happen, that^ ^ 
“ the evil deities who are now so powerful, shall fall into 
annihilation, and the Debtas dikinffuished by the tide 
ii/e-V/lI. R 
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whether we the n’u^gur c^lmon re> 

dhrinitiee, og that of the 
Vedipiti fed) notluBg (to ufe the worda of Sis 
Jones) can be more evident^ than 
‘*that the Indian triad, and that of Plato, 
**^ which he calls the Supreme Good^ the reafcm 
** and the foul, are infinitely removed from the 
• • 

^ of Amriiy or immortal, shall perish. The Bermhanda 
^ on which all nature depends for existence, shall be 
brokeni and not a trace remain o^Bramha, Vi$hnu, or 
Siva. Time, having annihilated all, shall bimjelf perish. 

' ^Bramha, Vishnu, and Mahdeva, notwithstanding, 
^ their exalted dignitj^ fall into the jaws of inexistence. 

4k 

. I . M l I , ■ 

You are not to consider Vishnu, Bf),mha>or Malideva, 
^ and other incorporate beings as the deity, although they 

have each the denomination of deva or divine; these are 

* * » * 

** all created, .rhikt the Supreme Being is without begin- 
" ningorend, unformed and uncreated— worship and adore 
him. * 


** Hie worship which is paid to the inferion deities and 
" the representitions of them, proceeds from this: man- 
*' k 'md in general are more affected by appearances tban 
*' teakties^ the ft^mer they comprehend, but the Utter 
are ^hfficult tp be understood. Hence learned tutors 
** first place figures before them, that thw minds may be 
** cmnposed, and conducted by degrees to the essential 
** UnKy who survives the annihilation, when the Debtas, 
* ** and all created existence are dissolved and ahsothed into 
his essence.’* 
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** ftud {ubUmity of tbe Soc* 

*‘ irine of tHe Tiinity, the tenet ot oiif 

** Church cannot without ptn^nenefs, be com* 
** pared with that of the Hindus, which has an 
apparent fefe^blancc to it, but a difier* 
ent meaning.*' 

At the end of the fame tfeatife, Sh* William 
Jones enumerates the fadohjlacles to the exten- 
fion of our “ pure fait^' in Hinduftan, and 
concludes as follows : 

*' The only human mode perhaps of c&uf* 

* % 

*'• ing fo great a revolution, is to tranljate into 

i 

“ Sanfcrit and Perfian, fuch chapters of the 
** prophets, and particularly Ifaiah, as are in- 
“ dii^utably evangelical, together .with one of 
** the Gbfpels, and a plain prefatory dilcourfe 
“ containing full evidence of the very diftant 
** ages, in which the predidiions themfelves 
and the hiftory of the divine perfon predVd:- 
ed, were feverally made public, and then 

** qiftetly to dlfperfe the wprk among the well- 

# 

** educated natives, with whom, if in due 
“ time it failed of promoting very falutary' 
** fruit by its natmsd influence, we could only 
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** lament more than ever» the (Irength of pte- 
“ judice and w^ddrefs of lin^ft^ reafon.** 
That the converfion of the Hindus "to the 
Chriftian religion, would have afforded him 
the fincereft pleafure, may be fairly inferred 
from the above paflage; his wifh that it fhould 
take place*, is dill more clearly expreded in the 
following quotation from one of his Hymns 
to Lacb/htiy the CeresHif India, and a perfoni- 
jication of the Divide Goodnefs. After de- 
feribing moll feelingly and poetically the hor- 
rid ede^s of famine in India* he thus con- 
cludes the hymn; 


From ills that, painted, haH ow np the breast, , 
(What agonies, if real, must they give !) 

Preserve thy votaries : be their labours blest ! 

Oh! bid the patient Hindu rise and live. 

His erring mind, that wizzard lore beguiles. 

Clouded by priestly wiles, 

To senseless nature bows, for nature’s God. 

Now, stretch’d o’er ocean’s vast, from happier isles, 
He sees the wand of empire, not the rod : 

Ab, may those learns that Western skies illume^ 

Disperse th* ^unholy gloom I 

Meanwhile, may laws, by myriads long rever’d, . 
Their strife appease, their gentler claims decide ! ' 

So shall their victors, mild with virtuous pride. 



V T» fn«oy ,»ck^h^i.gi^eful race endu'd* . 

Vf ith temper’d love?, be fear’d } > 

Though mists profane obscure tiieir narrow ker. 
They err, yet feel, thou|^ Pagans, they are mot. 


The teftimony of Sir William Jones to the 

verity and authenticity of the Old a*nd New 

Teftament is well known, fron^ the,care with 

* • 

which it has been circulated in England; but 
as it has a particular claipi to be inferted in the 
memoirs of his life, I tranfcribe it from his* 
own manufcript in his Bible ^ 

“ I have carefully ‘and regularly perufed 

a 

“ thefe Holy, Scriptures, and am of opinion, 
“ tjiat the volume, independently of its divine 
“ ‘Origin, contaipfj mo.re fublimity, purer mo- 
rality, more important hiftory, and finer 
“ ftrains of eloquence, than can be collected 
“ from, all other books, in whatever language 
“ they may have been written.” 

This opinion is repeated with little variation 

N « 

of e^prcffion, in a difcourfe adjdrefied to the 
fociety in February, 

“ 7’heologlcal eriquiries are no part of my 
prefent fubjecl; but I .cannot refrain from 



** addii^, lliat dM coUtdion' ef trtds, ^ieli 
we call from their exccllenee the Scriptures ^ 

* f 

** contain, independently of a divine origin, 
** more true fublimlty, more exquiiite beauty, 
** purer ;norality, more impoiptant hiftbry, and 

c 

finer ftrains both of poetry and eloquence, 
** than could be eoHeded, within the fame 
** compafs, froih all t>ther books that were 
“ ever compofed in any age, or in any idiom. 

* , f 

** The two parts of which the Scriptures con- 
“ fill, are connected by a chain of compofi- 
^ tions, which bear no refemblmce in form or 
“ ftyle to any that can be produced from the 
** ftores of Grecian, Indian, Pcrfian, or even 
“Arabian learning; the antiquity of 'thofe 
“ compofitions no man doubts j and the un- 
ftrained application of them to events long 
fubfequent to their publication, is a folid 
“ ground of belief, that they were genuine 
** compofitions# and confequently infpired. 

But, if any thing be the abfolute exclu- 
«* five property of each individual, it is his be- 
** liefj^ and I hope I fiiould be the laft man 
Jmng, who conld harbour a thought of ob- 
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** midkg mf oW<k ^iief oadie ftes mio^ tS 
“others.”" ’ ' 

d * 

In lus di&ourie of the foUowing -vKt 

find him again mentioning the Mofaic hiftorjTt 

under a ruppof^tion, afliimed for the fake of 

« 

the atgument which' he was difeadihg^ that it 
had no higher authority than any hther book 
of hiftory, which the ‘refearohes of the curi- 
ous had accidentally bibught to light. 

“ On this fuppofition,” (I quote his own 
words,) “ that the firft eleven chapters of the 
“ book which it is thought proper tq call Ge- 
** nefis, are oierely a preface to the oldeft civil 
** hiflory now extant, we fee the truth of them 
“ confirmed by* antec^ent reafoaing, and by 
“ evidence in part highly probable, and in 
part cernun.” But that no mifconception 
might be entertuned on this awful fubjedfc by 
the ignorant, and to avoid the poffibility of 
any perverfe mifapplication cf his fentimmts, 
he ftdds: “ but the connexion of the Mofaic . 
«* hiftory with that of the Gofpel, by a chain 
“ of fublime pre^fBons unqueftionably an- 
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** cicht, and apparently* fulfilled, fnuft induce 
“ ijs to thinfc th% Hebrew narrative more than 
human in its origin, and confequendy true 
“ in every fubftantial part of it, though pofG- 
bly exprefled in figurative language, as many 
learned and pious men have believed, and 
** as the hioft pious may believe without in- 
jury, and perhaps tvith advantage to the 
“ caufe of Revealed Religion.” 

The third volume of the Afiatic Refearches, 
puMifhed in 1 792, contains a very learned and 
elaborate treatife of Lieutenant Wilford, on 
Egypt and the Nile, from the ancient books of 
the Hindus, It refers to a paflage in a SUnferit 
book, fo clearly defcriptive of Noah, under the 
name of Satyvrata, or Satyavarman, that it is 
impoffible to doubt their identity. Of the 


^ I could wish that Sir 'William Jones had retained the 
expression, which he before used, when discussing the 
.same topic, as the word apparently may seem to imply a 
less degree of conviction than he actually possessed, as the 
tenor an^ terms of the passages which I have quoted indis- 
putably prove. The sense in which it is to be understood, 
is tkaHtof rnmnifestly ; his reasoning plainly requires it. 
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paflage Aus referred to. Sir William JopfiSj in 

a note anneced to the diifertatjon, has giwn 
a tranflation.** minutehr exaii.” Neither the 
palTage, nor the note, has appeared in the 
works of Sir William Jones ; and as, the for- 
mer is curious, and as the note has an. Imme- 
diate connexion with th| fubjedt undei*, confi- 
deration, I infert both;, . , 

Tranflation from the.PuDMA Puran, 

1 . To Satyavarman, the fovereign of the whole 
earth, were born three fons; the eldeft Sl>cr- 
ma, then Charma,'and thirdly, Jyapeti by 
name. « 

2 . Thqy were all men of good morals, excel- 
lent in virtue.and Virtuous deeds, Ikilled in 

• • 

the ufe of weapons to ftrike with or ta be 
thrown, brave men, eager for vidlory in 
battle. 

3. — . But Satyavarman, jbeing. 

coutinually delighted with ^devout Taedita- 

tion, and feeing his fons ht ‘for dominion, ' 

^ • 

laid upon them the burden of government.' 

4. Whilft he remained honouring and fatisfy? 

ing the gods, and priells, and kine, one day. 
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bj’tke of deftinj, the Hog havmg drunk 

'mead, . • 

5. Became fenfelefs, and lay afleep nake^ : then 
was he feen by Channa» and by him were 
hh two brothers called. 

6. To whom he laid, What now has befallen ? 
In wh&t ftate is <his our (ire ? By thefe 
two was he hidden'^with clothes, and called 
to his fenfes again and again. 

7. Having recovered his intelleCl, and perfectly 

knowing what had paiTed, he curfed Char- 
ma, faying, Thou flialt bp the fervant of 
fervants. 

8. And iince thou waft. a laughter in their pre- 
fence, from laughter ftialt thou acquire a 
name. Then he gave to Sherma the wide 
domain on the fouth of the ftiowy moun- 
tmn. ‘ 

9. And to Jyapeti he gave all on the north of 

the fhowy mountain; but he by the power 
of religious contemplation, attained fupreme 
bliss. 

** Now you will probably think (Sir Wil- 
** liam Jones fays, addreftinghimfelf to the 
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rocid:y) that even the cDocifenefi andl^pfi- 
** city ofthis narrativeareexcdlid by the Mpiaie 
relation of the fame adventure; but whatever 
** may be our opinion of the old Indian ftyle, 
thisextradmoft clearly proves, that|heSaty. 

“ avfata or Satyavarman of the Purafts waa the 
** fame perfonage, (as it%as been alfeited in a 
** former ‘publication) with the Noah of fcrip- 
ture ; and we confequently fix the utmofi: 

a ^ 

limit of Hindu chronology ; nor can it be 
** with reafon inferred from the identity of the 
“ frories that the divine legiflator, borrowed 
any part o/his work from the Egyptians; 
“he was deeply verfed, no doubt, in alb their 
“ leafning, fifch as it was ; but he wrote 
** Ae knew to be truth itfelf^ independently of 
“ their tales, in which truth was blended with 
, fable, and their age was not fo remote from 
“ the days of the patriarch,, but that every oc- 
“ currence in his life mighf naturally have 
“ been preferved by ^tradition from father to. 
«*fon.*’ 

In his tenth difcourfr, in 1 793, he men- 
tions, with a fatisfaftion which every pioUs • 
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imijd .iriuft ciyoyj the rcfult of the enquiries of 
thelbciety over which he .prefide^. 

* < 

. ** In the firft place, w^e cannot furely deem 
*rit laa inconfiderable advantage, that all our 
** hiftorical refearches have confirmed the 
Molaic accounts of the primitive world, and 
“ our teffimony on that*fubje(^ ought to have 
** the greater weight, becaufe, if the refult of 
our obfervations had been totally different, 
** we Ihould neverthelcfs have publilhed them, 
** ribt indeed with equal pleafure, but with 
“ equal confidence; for trut^ is mighty y and 
whatever b? its confequences, mujl always 
^ prevail: but independently of our intftrelt in 
“ corroborating the multiplied evidences of 
“ Revealed Religion, we could fcarcely gratify 
** our minds with a more ufeful and rational 
‘f entertainment, than the contemplation of 
.** thofe wonderful revolutions, in kingdoms 
“ and ftates, which have happened within lit- 
“ tie more than four thoufand years; revolu- 
** tions almoft as fully demonftrative of an all- 
ruling Providence, as the ftrudlure of the 
univerfe, and the final caufes, which 
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are difcernible in its whole extent, :aixdi«Vea 
“ in its reraoteft parts.” ’ , ' 

The* preceding quotations fufficieintly de- 
monflirate the fentiments of Sir Williato Jones 
on the fubjedl of Revelation, and they may be 
fairly confidered as evincirfg an anxiety on his 
part to imprefs his pw^ belief on odiers, 
for the very exprelEons. which may feem to 
imply helitation or indifference in his mind, 
are particularly kdapted to enforce convi<3:ion 
on thofe, to whom they were addrefled. It is 

4 # % 

worthy of remark, that the reflexions in many 
of the paflages cited, although fuch as would 
natvfrally occur to a believer in the Scriptures, 
are nftt neceflTaril^ callcfl for by the^fubjeft un*- 
der his difcuflion, and could only proceed 
from his zeal in the inveftigation and propa- 
gation of truth. This was the fixed objeX of 

I 

his whole life, as he has himfelf declared in 

the following elegant couplets 

% • 

Before thyfnystic altar, heavenly Truth, 
r kneel in manhood, as 1 knelt in youth : 

Thus let me kneel, till this dull form decay. 

And life’s last shade be brighten’d by thy ray : 



from the pehi&i of fentimehts according with 
their own, thofe ?«rho doubt or difbelieve, 
ihould be induced to weigh with can^Iour and 
impartiality, arguments which have produced 
convu^ion in the minds of the bcft, the wifeft, 
and moil learned of joiankind.*^ 

Among fuch as have profefled a fteady be- 
lief in the dodrine of Chriftianity, where 
ihall greater names be found, than thofe of 
Bacon and Newton? Of the former and of 

t * 

Locke, it may be obferved, that they were 
both innovators in fciencej difdaining to follow 
the fagea of antiquity through the beaten paths 
of error, they broke through prejudices, which 
had long obftrufted the progrefs of found 
knowledge, and laid the foundation of I’cience 
on folid ground, whilft the genius of Newton 
carried him extra flammantia mcenia mundi. 
Thefe men, to their great praife, and we may 
hope to their eternal happinefs, devoted much 
,of their time to the ftudy of the Scriptures; if 
the evidence of Revelation had been weak, 
who were better qualified to expofe its uh- 
ibundnefs ? if our national faith were a mere 



257 

&Ue, a political fuperftition, why were mindly 
which boldly deftroyed pr^udices in Science^, 
blind to thofe in Religion ? 'rtiey read, exa*, 
mined, weighed, and believed; and the lame 
vigorous intellect, that dilperfed the mills 
which concealeckthe temple of human know- 
ledge, was itfelf illuminated with the radiant 
truths of Divine Revdlatibn. 

Such authorities, ancf let me now add to 

•them the name of Sir William Jones, are de- 

• • 

fervedly entitled to great weight: let thofe, 
who fupercilioufly reject them, compare their 
intelleitual powers, their fcientific attainments, 
and vigour of application, with thofe of the 

men whom I ’have pa’med; the comparifon 

• • • • 

may perhaps lead them to fufpeiSt, that their 
incredulity (to adopt the idea of a profound 
fcholar) may be the refult of a little fmatter- 
ing in learning, and great felf-conceit, and 
that by harder Hudy, and a humbled mind, 
they may regain the religion which they have 
left. 

I (hall not apologize for the extracts which 

I have introduced from the works of Sir Wil- 
Life—y. II. 


S 
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llam Jones, nor for the reflexions to which 
th^y have naturally led. The former difplay 
that part of his charaXer, which alone is now 
important to his happinefs; and I am author- 
ized to add, not only from what appears in 
his printed works and private memoranda, in 
more than one of which, containing a delinea- 
tion of his daily occupations, I find a portion 
of time allotted to the perufal of the Scrip- 
tures, but from private and fatisfaXory tefti- 

\ 

mony, . that the writings of our beft divines 

f 

engaged a large fliare of his attention, ’and that 
private '•devotion was not negleXed by him. 
The following lines,* which afford a proof both 
of his tafte and piety, were written by him after 
a perufal of the eighth fermon of Barrow, in his 
retirement, at Criflina-nagur, in 1786; and 
with thefe I fliall conclude mv obfervations 
on his rXigious opinions:— • 

As meadows parch'd, brown gro\ cs, and withering flow’rs^ 
Imbibe the sparkling dew and genial sUov/rs ; , 

As chill dark air inhale.s the morning beam. 

As thirsty harts enjoy the gelid .stream ; • 

Thus to niaa’s grateful soul fronihcavhi descend, 

^"'I'lic mercies of his rATi-ii-ii, LoRn, and Iuuend. 
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I now turn to the laft icerie of the life of 
Sir Williaiw Jones. The* fewfc months allotted 
to his exiftence after the departure of Lady 
Jones, were devoted to his ufual occupations, 
and more particularly to the difcharge of that 
duty which alone detaine'd him in India j the 
completion of the digeft of Hind» and Mo- 
hammedan law. But neither the confcioufnefs 
of acquitting hiinfelf of an obligation which 
he had voluntarily contridted, nor his inceflant 

alliduity, could fill the vacuity occafiened 
* % 

by the abfence of her, whofe fociety had 

fwcctcncd the toil of application, and cheered 

his* hours of relaxation. Their habits were 
. » 

congenial, and fh’eir purfuits in ^me relpedls 
fimilar: his botanical refearches were facili- 
tated by the eyes of Lady Jones, and by her 
talents in drawing; and their evenings were 
generally paflTed together, in the perufal of the 
beft modern authors in the different languages 
of Europe. After her departftre, he mixed 
mpre in .proraifeuous fociety ; but his affec- 
tions were tranfported with her to his native 
country. 

S 2 
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On the evening of the 20th of April, or 
neatly about that (^ate, after prolonging hU 
walk to a late hour, during which he'ha'd im- 
prudently remained in converfation, in an un- 
wholefome fituation, he called upon the writer 
of thefe Iheets, and coYnplained of aguifti fymp- 
toms, mentioned his , intention to take fome 
medicine, and repeating jocularly an old pro- 
verb, that “ an ague in the fpring is medi- 
cine for a king.” He had -no fufpicion at 
the time, of the real nature of his indifpofition, 
which proved in fa <51 to be a complaint com- 
mon in Bengal, an inflammation in the liver. 

i 

The difordcr was, however, foon difcovered 
by the penetration of the phyfl’cian, who after 
two or,threedays was called in to his affiftance; 
but it had then advanced too far to yield to 
the efficacy of the medicines ufually prefcribed, 
and they were adminiftered in vain. The 
progrefs of the_^ complaint was uncommonly 

* rapid, and terminated fatally on tlie 27th of 

<• 

’Ajpril, 1794. On the 'morning of that day, 
his attendants, alarmed at the evident fymp- 
toms of approaching diflblution, came precipi- 
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tately to call the friend who has now the me« 

lancholy tallf of recording the mournful eveht. 

• • 

Not a moment was loft in repriring to his 

houfe. He was lying on his bed in a pofture 

of meditation ; and the only fymptom of re- 

maining life was a fmall ’degree of motion in 

the heart, which after a» few feconds ceafed, 

and he expired withou^ a pang or groan. His 

bodily fuffering, from tife complacency of his 

* 

features and the* eafe of his attitude, could not 
have been I'evcre ; and his mind muft have*de- 

rived confolatiqn from thofe fources where he 

• • 

liad been in the habit of fceking it, and where 
alohe,»in our. laft moments, it can ever be 
fountl-. . * * , 

The deep regret which I felt at the time, 
that the apprehenfions of the attendants of 
Sir William Jones had not induced them to 
give me earlier notice of the extremity of 

his fitualion, is not yet oblitesated. It would 
^ • 
have afforded me an opportunity of perform- 
ing the pleafing but painful office, of foothing 
his laft moments, and I Ihould have felt tht 
linccrcft gratification in receiving his latcft , 



202 

commands j nor would it have been lefs fatis- 

fatbory to the 'public, to have’ kitovirn the dyr 

• • 

ing fentiments and behaviour of a man, who 
had fo long and defervedly enjoyed fo large a 
portion of their efteem and admiration. 

An anecdote of Sir William Jones (upon 
what authority I know not) has been recorded; 
that immediately before his diflblution, he re- 
tired to his clofet, aftd expired in the adl of 
adoration to his Creator. Such a circum- 
ftafice would have been conformable to his 
prevailing habits of thinking and refledbion : 
but it is not founded in fad; he* died upon his 
bed, and in the fame room in which he liacl 
remained from the commencement of his in- 
difpofltion. 

The funeral ceremony was performed on 
the following day with the honours dile to his 
public ftation : and the numerous attendance 
ot me moft refpedable Britlfh inhabitants of 

Calcutta, evinced their forrow for his lofs, 

‘ • * ‘ 

and their refped for his memory., 

" If my fuccefs in deferibing the life of vSir 
William Jones has been proportionate to iny 
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wiflies, and to my admiration of his chara<9:er, 
any attempt to delineate it mmft now be fu- 
perfluous, I cannot, however, refill the im- 
pulfe of recapitulating in fubllance what has 
been particularly detailed in the courfe of this 
work. 

In the Ihort fpace. of fbrty-fevert years, by 
the exertion of rare intellcflual talents, he ac- 
quired a knowledge of 3rts, fciences, and lan- 
guages, which 'has feldoin been equalled, and 
fcarccly^ if ever, furpafled. If he did*not, 
attain the critical proficiency of a Pprfon or 
Parr in Grecian literature ; yet his knowledge 
of 'it was moil extenfive and profound, and 
entitled him to Tiigh rank in the firft dais of 
fcholars; while as a philologill, he could boall 
an univerfality in which he had no rival. 
His IkHl in the idioms of India, Perlia, and 
Arabia, has perhaps never been equalled by 
any European; and his epmpofitions on 
Oiffcntal fubjeds, difplay a t^fte, which we 
feldom find in the writings of thofc who had 
preceded him in thefe trads of literature'^ 

^ Amongst those who have latterly distinguished them- , 
selves by their Oriental learning, the late Reverend J. D. 
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The language of' Conftantinople was alfo fa- 

« Cr 

miliar to him ; and of the Chinefe qhara£tcrs 
and tongue, he had learned enough to enable 
him to tranflate an ode of Confucius. In the 
modem' diale<^s of Europe, ‘French, Italian, 
Spaniih, Portuguefe, and German, he was 

f ‘ , 

thoroughly converfant, 'and had perufed the 
moft admired writers in thofe languages. I 
might extend the lift, by fpecifying other dia- 
lers which he underftood, but which he had 
lefs perfeiily ftudied*, 

Carlyle, professor of Arabic in the Uvilversity of Cam- 
bridge, has displayed equal taste and erudition, in his ele- 
gant translation of Specimens hf jirabian'i^oJLTKy y publi.'.hed 
in 1796 , * 

* The following is transcribed from a paper in the 
hand-writing of Sir William Jones; 

languages; 

Eight languages studied critically : 

English, Latin, French, Italian, 

Greek, Arabic, Persian, Sanscrit. 

Eight studied lessr perfectly, but all intelligible with a 
" dictionary; 

Spanish, Portuguese, German, Runitk, 

Hebrew, Bengali, Hindi, Turkish. . 

Twelve studied least perfectly, but all attainable: 
Tibetian, Pali, Phalavi, Deri, 

Russian, Syriac, Ethiopic, Coptic, 
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But mere philology was never confidered 
by Sis AA^illiam Jones as the end of his HudiM* 
nor as any thing more than the medium 
through which knowledge was to be acquired; 
he knew, that • “ words^ were the daughters 
“ of earth, and things the fons of heaven,’* 
and would have difdaihed the character of a 
mere linguill. In theJittle {ketch of a treatiie 
on Education, which has been inferred in thefe 
Memoirs, he defcribes the ufe of language, and 
the necelllty of acquiring the languages of 
thofe people Who in any period of the world 
have been • diftinguifhed by their fuperior 
knowledge, i.n ord^r’to add to our own re- 
fcarches the* accumulated wifdom of all ages 
and nations. Accordingly, with the keys of 
learning in his poffelfion, he was qualified to 
•unlock the literary hoards of ancient and mo- 
dern times, and to difplay the treafiires depo- 

fited in them, for the ufe, Entertainment, or 

* . • 

infirucfticui of manl^nd.* In the courfe of his 

Welsh', Swedish, Dutch, Chinese. 

Twenty-eight languages. • 

In another memorandum, he mentions having read a 
grammar of the Russian and Welsh. 



26‘6 


labours, we find him elucidating the laws of 
Athens, India, and Arabia; coihparin^ the 
philofophy of the Porch, the Lyceum, and 
Academy, with the dodrines of the Sufis and 
Bramins,: and, by a rare combination of tafte 
and erudition, exhibiting the mythological fic- 
tions of the Hindus in ftrains not unworthy 
the fublimeft Grtcian bards. In the eleven 
difeourfes which he addrefled to the Afiatic 
fociety, on the hiftory, civil and natural, the 
antiquities, arts, fcienccs, philofophy, and li- 
terature of Afia, and on the origin and fami- 
lies of nations, he has difeufled " the fubjeds 
which he profefled to explain, with ;; perfpi- 
cuUy which delights and inftruds, and 'in a 
ftyle which never ceafes to pleafe, w’here his 
arguments may not always convince. In 
thefe difquifitions, he has more particularly, 
difplayed his profound Oriental learning in 

illuftrating topics- of great importance in the 

• 

( 

hiftory of mankind ; .and^it is much to be la- 
mented, that he did not live to revife and im- 
prove them in England, with the advantages 



of accumulated knowledge and undmurbi^4 

Jcifure*, 

• . 

* Of these dlscoursesj the subjects of the two first have 
been noticed in the Memoirs; the seven following, from 
the third to the lunth inclusive, arc appropriated to the 
solution of an important problem^ whether thelSvc nations, 
viz.tlue Indians, Arabs, Tartars, Persians, and Chinese, who 
liave divided amongst themselves, as a of inheritance, 

the vast continent of Asia, had a common origin, and whe- 
tlier that origin was the same that is generally ascribed to 
tliom. • 

'ro each of those nations a» distinct essay is allottecf, for 
the purpose of ascertaining, who they were, whence and 
**oh(n tl^ey came, and where they are now settled! The 
general media through which this extensive investigation 
is pursued, are, Inst, their languages and kU&S; secondly, 
their philosophy^ tliirdly, the actual remains of their old 
Si'^ilptu^ei and archiiuiure ; and, fourthly, the written memo- 
rials of tlteir scic’tice^ and arts: thp eighth discourse is al- 
lotted to i\\Q b(^^J(rers, nmmtaineers^ 'cctiCis islanders oi Asia; 
and the ninth, on the origin and Ja/n/lits of nations, gives 
tlie result of the whole enquiry. 

'fo state all the information which is curious, novel, and 
intcroi^ring, in these discourses, would be nearly to tran- 
scribe the whole, and the very nature of them does not ad- 
mit of a satisfactory abridgment ; the conclusion adopted 
by Sir William Jones, may be given^in his own words ; but 
tlds u itliout the arguments from whi^h it Is deduced, aad 
the facts and observalioiij on *which those arguments arc 
founded, mqst be imperfectly understood. I must there- 
fore refer the reader, who is desirous of invcstigatiiif^tlie 
great problem of the derivation of nations from their pa- 
rental stock, or, in other words, of the population of the 
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A mere catalogue of the writings of Sir 
William Jones,' would Ihew the *extent and 

world, to the discourses themselves; and in presenting him 
with a feint outline of some of the most important facts 
and observations contained in them, I^iean rather to ex- 
cite his curiosity than to gratify it. 

I shall follow the discourses in the order in which they 
stand ; and, to avoid unnecfessaiy phraseology, I shall, as 
fer as possible, use thejanguagg ,pf Sir William Jones him- 
self. 

The first discourse, which is the third of the series in 
which they were delivered, begins .with tlie Hindus. 

The civil history of the inhabitants of India, beyond the 
middle of the nineteenth century from the presept time, is 
enveloped in a cloud of fables. Facts, strengthened by 
analogy, may lead us to suppose the existence of a primeval 
language in Upper India, which may be called Hindis and 
that the Sanscrit was introducec^ into it, by^conquerers fr6m 
other kingdoms in some very r^biote age. The Sapjcrit 
language, whateVfer be its antiquity, is *of a wonclerful 
structure; more perfect than the Creek, more copious 
than the Latin, and more exquisitely refined than either; 
yet bearing to both of them a stronger affinity, both in the 
roots of verbs, and in the form of grammar, than could 
possibly have been produced by accident ; so strong in- 
deed, tliat no philologer could examine them all three 
without believing them to liave sprung from some common 
which perhaps no longer exists. There is a similar 
reason, though nor qr.lte 'so forcible, for supposing that 
both the Goihick and Celtick^ though blended with, a 
very different idiom, had the same origin with the San^ 
scrit; and the old I\Wwji might be added to the same 
femity. 
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variety of his erudition j a perufal of them 
will prove, that it was .no lefs deep than 

• . 

The Deb-nagari characters, in which the languages of 
India were originally written, are adopted with little va- 
riation in form, in more than twenty kingdoms and states, 
from the borders Cashgar and Khoten^ to the Southern 
extremity of the peninsula ; and from the Indus to the 
river of Siam. That the square Chaldaic characters, in 
which most Hebrew books are* copied, were* originally the 
same, or clprived fromithe same prototype, both with the 
Lidlati and Arabian characters, there can be little doubt \ 
and it is prol^able that the Phoenician, from which the 
(Jreek and Roniafi alphabets Vere formed, had a similar 
origin. 

The cieltles adored inHfidwj were worshipped under 
iliflcreht names in^(J!d Greece and Italy ^ and the same phi- 
losophical tcnet^v/hicli were illustrated by ?he lonick and 
Atiick writers, Vith all the beauties of their melodious lan- 
guage,* are professed in I^dia. The six philosophical 
schools of the Ihilisiis, cemprise all the metaphysicks of 
the old Academy^ tlie and the Lyceum ; nor can we 
hesitate to believe, that Pythagoras and Plato, derived 
their sublliTiC theories from the same fountain with the 
sages of India. The Scythicn and Hyperborean doctrines and 
mythology are diTovercd in every part of the Eastern re- 
gions, and that Woo or Oden, was the same with Budh 
of Tf^dia, and Fo of China, seems indisputable. 

The remains of architecture and s?idpture in India, seem 
to prove an early connection betwcrti that country and 
Africa, Tlfe letters on fnany*of the monuments appear 
partly of ftnlian^ and partly of Abyssinian or Ethiopick ori-* 



inifcellaticous. Whatevei* topic he 

his ideas flow with eafc and gerfpicuityj 

• ^ 

gin ; and thfese Indubitable facts seem to authorise a pro- 
bable opinion, that Eihkptti and Hindustan \v'ere colonized 
by the same race. The period of the subjugation of India, 
by the Hindus under Rama, from Audh to Silun, may be 
dated at about 36 centuries before the present period. 

The ARAPS come next under in\estigatic>n. The 
Arabic language is unqucstiomibly one of the most ancient 
in the ^lirorld. That it has not^the least resemblance cither 
in words, or in the structure of them, to the Sanscrit^ or 
groat parent of the Indian dialects, is Qstablishcd by the 
niost irrefragable arguments. With respect to the charac- 
ters ittiW-hich the old compositions of Arabia were written, 
little is known except that the Koran originally appeared 
in those of Kufahy from whicli the modern Arabian cha- 
racters were derived, and which uncjucsiioiiably !iad a com- 
mon origin with the Hebrew and Chaldaic, It has gene- 
rally been supposed, that the o)J religion of the Arabs 
was entirely Sabian ; but the information^ concerning the 
Sablan faith, and even the meaning of the ^\ord, is too 
imperfect to. admit of any satisfactory conclusion on tlie 
subject. That the people of Tcmm soon fell into llie 
common idolatry of adoring the sun and firmament, is 
certain; other tribes worshipped the planets and fixed starsi 
but the religion of the poets seems to have been pure 
theism: of any phllo'iophy but ethics, there are no 
ti^ces among them; and their system of morals v'as 
miserably depraved for a*;Century, at least, ^before Mo- 
hammed. 

Few monuments of anti^iuity arc preserved in Arabia, 
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his ftyle is always clear and polilhed ; ani^ 
mated and forcible whei\ his fubje<£i requires 


and of these the accounts are uncertain. Of sciences, the 
Arabs of Hejaz were totally ignorant, and the only arts 
successfully cultivated by them, (horsemanship and mili- 
tary accomplishme«its excepted,) were poetry and rheto- 
ric. The people of Yemen had possibly more mechani- 
cal arts, and perhaps more science. 

7'hus it clearly appear.*?, that the Arabs Soth of Hejaz 
and Yemep, sprang frbm a«tock entirely different from 
that of the Hindus ; and if we give credit to the univer- 
sal tradition of Yemen, that Yoktan, the son of Eber, first 
settled his family *in Arabia, flicir first establishments in 
their respective countries were nearly coeval, about eigh- 
teen ceninries before the .Christian ^era. 

The TARTAljlS furnish the subject of the fifth dis- 
course. In gci-jjCral, llaey differ wholly lit feature and 
complexion freJm tlie Hindus and Arabs, The general 
traditional histor«y of the liirtars begins with Oghuz, as 

thauof the Hin3«s» doesnvith Rama; and according to 
* • . • 

Visdelou, the king of the Hyumnus or Huns, begun 

his reign about iJd6*0 years ago, not long after the time 
fixed, in the former discourses, for the regular esta- 
blishments of the Hindus and Arabs in their several 
j:ountries. 

The enquiry concerning the languages and letters of 
the Tartars, presents a deplorable void, or a pro.spect a*? 
barren and dreary as their dererts ;*they had in gaicrd 
no literature, (a proposition, which is*not affected by ad- 
mitting witfi Ibnu Arabfthah, the existence of Dilbcrjin 
and Eighuri ’letters); and all that can be safely inferred 
fronz the little information we have on the subject, is tlie 
probability that the various dialects of 'Farturv descended 
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from one common stock, essentially different from that 
from which the Indian and Arabian tongues severally came* 
The language of the Brahmans affords a proof of an im- 
memorial total difference betweeq tlie savages of the 
mountains, as the Chinese call the Tartars, and the studi- 
ous, placid, contemplative inhabitants of India. 

Pure theism appears to have prevailed in Tartary for 
some generations after Yafet; the Mongals and Turcs 
some ages afterwards relapsejl into idolatry •, but Chingis 
was a theist. 

Thus it has been proved beyond controversy, that the 
far greater part of Asia has been peopled, and immemori- 
ally possessed by three considerable nations, vhom for 
want of better names we may call Hindus, Arabs, and 
Tartars 5 each of them divided and subdivided into an in- 
finite number of branches, <and all of theiii so different in 
form and features, language, manners, and religion, that 
if they sprang originally from*' one coUimon root,, they 
must have been'separated for ages. 

The sixth and next discourse is on Persia or Iran. 
There is solid reason to suppose, that a powerful mo- 
narchy had been established in Iran, forages before the 
Assyrian Dynasty, (which commenced with Cayumers^ 
about eight or nine centuries before Christ) under the 
name of the Mahabadian Dynasty, and that it must be the 
oldest in the world.' 

When Mohamitted was born, two languages appcai^ to 
have been generally prevalent in the great empire of Ir^; 
tha^ of the court, tlience named Deri, which was only 
a 'refined and elegant dialect of the Parsi^ and that of 
the learned named Fahlavi. But besides these two, a 
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very ancient and abstruse tongue was known to the priests 
and phiiosophers, called the lufiguage of the Zend, because 
a book on relipous^and moral, duties^ winch ^hey held 
sacred) and which bore that name^ had been written in it« 
The Zendy and old Pahlavi, arepow almost extinct in IrUn; 
but the Parsi, which remains almost pure in the Shahna- 
meh (a |)oem composed about*oight centuries ago)»has now 
become a newand exquisitely polished language. TheParri 
» has so much of the^Sanscrit, th^t it was evidently derived 
from the language of the ‘Brahmans; but the pure Persian 
contains no traces of any Arabian tongue. The Pahlari) on 
the contrafyi has a strong resemblance to the Arabic^ and a 
perusal of the Zend glossary^ in the work pf<»Mr. A* du 
Perron, decidedly proves the language of the Zend to be 
at IgaSt a dialect of the Sansent. From all these facts it 
is a necessary conse<^uenge,*that the oldest "discot^erable 
languSges in Pessia, were Chaldaic and* Sanscrit; that 
when they ceased to be vernacular, the Pahlavx and Zend 
were deduced from them respectively, and the-Parsi from 
the Zend, or immediately from the dialect of the Brah- 
mans, but all had perhaps a mixture of Tartarian ; for the 
• best lexicographers assert, that numberless words in an- 
cient Persian are taken from the language of the Cimme- 
rians, or the Tartars of the Kipchak. ^ 

ancient religion of the old ]^ersi;pis was pure* 
theism, which prevailed until thg accession of Cayumers, . 
and was evi(}ently the religion of the Brahmans; whilst 
the* doctrine of the Zend, was as evidently distinct from 
that of Veda. With Aw religion, Aeir philosophy 
was intimately connected; and a metaphysical theology 
has beenrimmemorially professed \>j a numerous sect o? 
Li/c-V.II. T 
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Persians and Hindus, which was cs^iad partlyinto Greece^ 
and prevails even now among the learned Mobanunedans,^ 
who sometimes avow it without reserve* The modem 
professors of this philosophy, whi<:h is that of tb^ Indian 
Vidanti schpolj are palled Sufis^ Their fundamental 
tenet is, that nothing exists but God ; that the hupian 
soul is ai} emanation from hiS essence, and though divided 
for a time from its heavenly source, will be finally re- 
united with it, in the enjoyment of the highest possible 
happiness. 

The result of this discourse is, that a powerful mo-, 
narchy.was established in Irin, long before th^ Pishdad\ 
or Assyria?! government ; that it was in truth a Hindii 
monarchy, that it subsisted many centuries, and that its 
history lia.^ been engrafted on that of the Hindus, W'ho 
founded the monarchies of *Avodhya Or Audh^ and In- 
draprestha or Delhi; that the language' of the first I^>rsian 
empire was the mother of the Sanscrit^ and consequently 
of the Zend and Persian, as well as of the Greek, Latin, 
and Gothic ; that the language of the Assyrians was the 
parent of Chaldaic ind Pahlavi ; and that the primary 
Tartar language has been current in the same empire* . 

Thus the tliree distinct races of men, described in th^ 
former essays, as possessors of India, Arabia, smd Tartary, 

• 9 l(f|discovered in Iran or Persia, in the earliest dawn of 
hiidry- 

• Whether Asia may not have produced other races of 
men distinct from the Hindus, the Arabs, or the Tartars, 
0ir wh^her any apparent diversity may not have sprung 
frbm an intennixture of these three, in di^erent propor- 
tions, remains to be investigated ; andl in thU view, the 
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enquiry next proceeds to the Chinese^ who form the 
subject of the seventh discourse^ ' 

The word China> is well known to the people whom 
we call Chinese, bu^they never ^pply it to themselves or 
their country. They describe themselves as the people 
of Han, or some other illustrious family, and their coun- 
try they call Chhn-cue^ or the central region, or Tien-hia^ 
meaning what is under heaven. * 

From the evidence of Con-fut-su or Confucius, it is 
* proved that the Chinese themselves do not even pretend 
that, in the age of that philosopher, any historical monu« 
ment existed preceding the rise of their third dynasty, 
abpve eleven hundred yea^s before the Christian epoch ; 
and that the reign of Vuvam, who has the faqiuof having 
founded that dyiflisty, was in the infancy of their em- 
pire^ and it has been asserted by very learned Europeans, 
that even of this third dvqaAy no unsuspected memorial 
can ndw be produced. It was not until t^e eighth cen- 
tury before our Saviour, that a small kingdom was erect-* 
ed in the province of Shensi ; and both the CQuntry and 
its metropolis were called Chin. The territory of Chin 
so called by the old Hindus, by the l^ersians and Chinese, 

, ga^^e its name to a race of Emperors, whose tyranny made 
them so unpopular, that the modern inhabitants of Chin^ 
hold the name in abhorrence. 

Chinas are mentioned by Menu, in a boolc next , 
in time and authority to the Vedji, as one of the families 
of the militai^y class, who gradually abandoned the ordi« * 
nances of the Veda \ and there is a strong presumption 
for supposing, that the Chinas of Menu are the Chines^ 
Hence it is probable, that the whole race' of Chinese de*» 
scended from the Chinas of Menu, and mixing with ’ 
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Tartars, by whom the plains of Honan, and the more 
Southern^ provinces were thinly inhabited, founded by 
degrees the race of men', who are now in possession of 
the noblest empire in Asia. The language and letters, 
religion and*^ philosophy of the modern Chinese, or their 
ancient monuments, their sciences, and their arts, furnish 
little, either in support or refutation of this opmion, but 
various circumstances under the two heads of literature 
and religion, seem collectively .to prt)ve, (as far as such 
questions admit of proof) that the Chinese and Hindus 
were originally the same people. Many singular marks 
of relation may be discovered between them and the old 
Hindus, as in the remarkable period of /bur hundred and 
ihirfy-tu^o thousand* \ and in the cycle of sivtjf years, 
in the predilection for the xij^ystical nuipber nine^ in liiany 
similar fasts and great festiv?ls, especially at the solstices 
and equinoxes ; in the obsequies consisting of rice and 
fruits offered to their deceased ancestors ; in their dread 
of dying childless, lest such offerings should be inter- 
mitted ; and perhaps in their common abhorrence of red 
objects \ which the Indians carry so far, that Menu him- 
self, when he allows a Bramin to trade, if he cannot other- 
wise support life, absolutely forbids his trafficking in 
y any sort of ^cloths,' whether linen or woollen, or 
® ** maJe of woven bark/* 

The Japanese are suj^ppsed to be descended from the 

‘ ^ llie period of 432,000 years, seems to be fbonded on bn astrono* 
fliical calculation purposely disguised, by ciphers added or subtracted, 
ed UkStim. pisoeurse on Cbnitioldgy of the^ Hindut, Sir William 
4onc8*s Woiies, voi, jhr. p. 1. 
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same stock as the Chinese i the Ifhidu or Egyptian ido- 
latry has prevailed in Japan iGrom the earliest ages^ and 
amongst the andent idols wor^pped in that country, 
there are many whkh are cver^ day seen in the temples 
of Bengal. 

The borderers j numniameers, and islati^ers of Asia, 
form the subject of the eighth discourse. It begins with* 
the Idumeans or Erythfeansf who were indubitably dis- 
tinct from the Arabs, and, frcgn the concurrence of many 
^ strong testimonies, may be referred to the Indian sterna 

7"hat the written Abyssinian language, which we call 
Ethiopic, is a dialect of the old Chaldean, and sister ^f the 
Arabic and Hebrew, is certain ^ and a cursory examina- 
tion of mapy old inscriptions on pillars and in cjves, leaves 
little doubt, that/he Nagari and Ethiopian fetters had a 
similar form. It is supposed, that the Abyssinians of the 
Ar^iair Stock having no letters, borrowed those of the 
black Pagans, whom the Greeks called Troglodytes; and 
upon the whole, it seems probable that the Ethiops of 
Meroe were the same people with the first Egyptians, and 
consequently, as it might easily be shewn, with the 
original Hindus. 

.There is no trace in the maritime part of Yemen, from 
Aden to Maskat, of any nation who were not Arabs or 
Abyssinian invadqrs; and from the gulf of Persia to the 
rivers Cur and Aras, no vestige appears of any people ^ 
distinct from the Arabs, Persians, an3 Tartars. The 
principal inbaCbitants of the mountains which separate'* 
Iran from I^ia^ were anciently distinguished among the 
Brahmans, by the name of Doradas ; they seem to ha^ 
been destroyed or expelled by the Afgans or Patans ; 
and there is very solid ground for belie\"ing, thit the 
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descended from the Jews ^ because they somef 
times in confidence avow that unpopular origin, wliich in 
general they sedulously conceal^ and which other, Mus* 
selmans positively assert $ because l^azaret, which ap- 
pears to be the Azareth of Esdras, is one of their ter- 
ritories; and principally because their language is evi- 
dently a dialect of the scrijptural Chaldaic. 

It is not unworthy of remark^ that the copious vo- 
cabulary exhibited by Grellmann of the Gypsy dialect, 
contains so many Sanscrit words, that their Indian origin 
can hardly be doubted. ® . * 

The Boras^ a remarkable race of men, inhabiting 
chiefly the cities of Gujarat^ though Musselimns in re- 
ligion, are Jews in genius, features, and manners, and 
probably caihe first, with their brethren the Afgans, to 
the borders of India. 

The languages, letters, religion, and old monuments 
of Sil^ (Ceylon), prove that it wascxmmemorially peo- 
pled by the Hindu race. To the people of Java and 
Sumatra, the same origin may be assigned ^ and relying 
upon the authority of Mr. Marsden, that clear vestiges 
of one ancient language are discernible in all the insular 
dialects of the Southern seas from Madagascar to the 
Philippines, and even to the remotest islands lately dis- 
covered, we may infer from the specimens of those lan- 
guages, in his account of Sumatra, that the parent of 
*them all was no ocher than the Sanscrit. 

, That the people of Potyid,* or Thibet, -were Hindus, 
is known from the researches of Cassiano their written 
language proves it. 

The natives of Eighur, Tancut, and Khata, who had 
systems of letters, at^d are even said to have cultivated 
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liberal arts> may be suspected to have been of the Indiaiij 
not of the .Tartarian family ; and Ae same remark may 
be applied to the nation called ^Barmas^ but who are 
known to the puru^is by the name of SBrahmachinasi and 
seem to have been the BraclimUni of Ptolemy. 

From all that can be learned of the old religion and 
manners of the Hyperboscansf they appi^i^Ike the Ma&- 
sagetsc, and eome other i\ations usually considered as 
Tartars, to* be really of the Gothic, that xs^ of the Hindu 
race ; for it is demonstrable, that the Goths and Hk^iis 
had originally the same language, gave the samb ap- 
pellation to the stars and planets, adored the same false 
deities, Qierformed the same bloody sacrifices, znh pxxl- 
fessed the same notions of rewards and puneshments 
after death. It may be concluded, that sdrthe North- 
ern languages, excepting the Gothic, had a Tartarian 
origin like that universally ascribed to the Sclaymuap* 

From the best^iijformation procurable in. Bengal, it 
satisfilttorily appears, that the basis of the Armenian, 
was the ancient Persian, of the same Indian, stock with 
the Zend, and that it has been gradually changed, from 
tlie time that Armenia ceased to be a province of Iriin. . 

The Greeks and Phrygians, though differing some- 
what in maimers, and perhaps in dialect, had an ap^- 
rent affinity, in religion as well as in language j the grand 
object of mysterious worship in Phv^ia, is stated by the 
Grtjeks to be the mother of the gods^ortft^/nrr personified J 
as she is seen among th^ Indians, hx a thousand form;, 
and under .thousand names. The Diana of Ephesur , 
was , manifestly the same goddess, in the characterjof 
..productive nature ; and the Astarte of the Syrians and 
Phoemcians, jxppears to be the same in another fortUb • 
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The Pheenicians> like the Hmdus, adored the sun^ and 
asserted water to be the first of created things ; llor can 
St be doubted, that Syria, Samaria, and Phcenice, (or the 
long strip of land on the shore of ^e Mediterranean) 
were anciently peopled by a branch of the Hindu stock, 
but were ajia'war^s inhabited by shat race, for the 
present called Arabian; in all .three, the oldest rdligion 
was the Assyrian, as it is called by Selden, and the Sa- 
snarkan letters appear to liave been the same at first 
with those of Phccnice; but the Syriac language, of 
which ample remains are preserved, and the Punic, of 
wliich a specimen is seen in Plautus, and on monuments 
lately brought to light, were indisputably of a Cheddak 
or Arabic origin. Thus all the different races mentioned 
in this ifiscourse, may be referred to an Indian or Ara- 
bian pedigreo. 

The ninth discourse, On the Origin and Fannilief of 
Nations^ opens with a short review oC,the propositions to 
which we have been gradually led. 

That the first race of Persians and Indians^ to whom 
may be added the Romans and Greeks^ the Goths and 
the old Egyptians or Ethiops, originally spoke the same 
language, and professed the same popular faith, is capa- 
ble of incontestable proof; that the Jews and Arabs, the 
Assyrians, or second Persian race, the people who spoke 
}&triac, and a numerous tribe of Abyssinians used one 
\priniitive dialect,* wholly distinct* from the idiom just 
pnetiQoned, is undisputed and indisputable?* but that the 
settU^ in China and Japan had a common* origin wjth 
ikst^JJmdus, is no more than highly probable ; and that 
alt the Tartars, as they are inaccurately called, were 
primarily of a third separate branch, totally differing from 
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the twp others in language, mannerst and features, may 
be plausibly conjectured, but cannot for reasons alleged 
in a former essay be perspicuously shewn» and is there- 
fore for the present merely assumed* • 

If the human race, as may be confidently affirmed, 
be of one natural species,^ the^ must all hsa^e proceeded 
from one pair ; and the^ world, with respect to its popu- 
lation, in the age of Mahomet, wohld exhibit the same 
appearances as were then actfially observed upon it. At 
that period, five /aces of m^, peculiarly distinguished 
for their ihultitude and extent of dominion, were visible 
in Asia ; but these have been reduced by enquiry to 
three, because no more "can be discovered, that essen- 
tially differ in language, religion, mannersi and known 
characteristics. •These three races of men, (if the pre- 
ccjjing conclusions be justly drawn) must have migrated 
originally from a* central /ohntry, and all the phsenomena 
tend* to shew that* country to be Iran ; jt is there only 
that the traces of the three primitive languages are dis- 
covered in the earliest historical age, and jts position 
with respect to Arabia or Egyptj Tarlary. or 

Chiiiay gives a weight to the conclusion, which it would 
not have, if cither of those countries were assumed as 
the central region of population. Thus, it is proved that 
the inhabitants of Asia, and consequently of the whole 
ea%th, sprang from the three branches of one stem ; an4 
that these branches have shot jnto their present state of 
luxuriancCj,^ in a period comparatively short, is apparexft 
from a fact universally acknowledged, that we find no 
certain monument, nor even probable traditions of na- 
tions planted, empires and states raised, laws enact^. 
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tities builti navi^fion improved* commerce encouraged, 
Arts invented, or letters contrived, above twelte, or at 
toost fifteen or sixteen, centuries before Christ. 

Hence it seems to follow, that the only family after the 
flood established themselves in the Northern part of 
Inhi j that as they multiplied, they were divided into 
three distinct -branches, each retaining little at first, and 
losing the whole by degrees, of their comnion primary 
language, but agreeing s^evenilly on new expressions 
for new ideas; that the branch of Yaf£T was enlarged 
In many scattered shoots'^over tlie North of Europe and 
Asia, difiusing themselves as far as the Western and 
Eastern seas, and at length in the infancy of navigation 
beyond them both ; that tlrey cultivated no liberal arts, 
and had no use of letters, but formed a variety of dialects 
as their tribes were variously ramified; that, sccondlj/j the 
children of HajM, who founded in /ran itself thelirst mo- 
narchy of ChaldeanSy invented iettWs, observed and 
named the luminaries of the firmament, calculated the 
known Indian period of 432|000 years, of an liundred 
and twenty repetitions of the Saroi^ ; that they were dis- 
persed at various intervals and in \arious colonies, over 
land and ocean ; that the tribes of Misi\ Cushy and 
Bamay (names remaining unchanged in Sanscrit, and 
highly revered by the Hindus) settlc^d in ylfrick and 
India; while somd of them, having improved the art of 
* sailing,, passed fram Egypt y PhcenkCy and Phrygia^ into 
Jtaly znA Greece; whilst a st\rarm from the same hive 
moved by a northerly course into ScandmaviUy and 
another, by the head of the Oxus, and through the 
passes of Imaus, into Cashgar and Eighury KhalOy and 
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Khotenf as far as the territories of Chin and T^iicuf, 
where letters have been immemorially used and arts cul- 
tivated, nor is it unreasonable to believe, that some of 
them found their way from the Eastern isles into Mexico 
and Pet^i where traces were discovered of rtkde litera- 
ture and mythology, analogous to those of Egypt anil 
Indin; that, thirdly y the ojd Chaldcanmempirt beinjg 
overthrown by CxYUMf Rs, other migrations took place^ 
especially into India^ while the rest of Shem’s pro- 
geny, some of whom had* before settled on the red 
seas, peopled th^ whole Arabian peninsula, pressing 
close on the nations of Syria and Pkxnice; that, lastly, 
from all ^the three families many adventurers wove de- 
tached, who settled in distant isles or deserts, and moun- 
tainous regions ; that, on the whole, some colonies might 
have migrated before the death of Noah, but that states 
and empires could scarcely* have assumed a regular 
form till 1600 or J 600 years before the Christian epoch; 
and that for the first thousand years ot that period, we 
have no history unmixed with fable, except that of the 
turbulent and variable, but eminently distinguished na- 
tion, descended from Abraham. 

The tenth discourse is appropriated to unfold the ptfr- 
iicular adva^Uages to be derived from the concurrent 
researches of the society in Asia ; and amongst the fore- 
most and most important which hjis been attained, he 
juAly notices the confirmation of the Mosaic accounts 
of the primitive world. ^ , 

Part of this discourse is quoted at length in the Me- 
moirs ; and to abstract it would add too much to the 
length of this note : I shall only observe, that the 
course is worthy of the most attentive perusal. 



was' ilamped with the approbation of Lord 
Mdhsficid, and that his writingsl* lhew> that 
he had thoroughly ftudied the principles of 
law as a fcience. Indeed it is impoflible to 

Toe a swilar reason, and with the?' same recommendu- 
tion, I sliall barely advert to the subject of the eleventh 
and last disco^rse^ delivered by Sir William Jones before 
the society, on the 20th of February, 1 194, On the Phi- 
losophy of the Asiatics, qubting a part of the conclud- 
ing paragraph : — The subject of this discourse is in- 
** exhaustible ; it has been my endeavour to say as much 

on it as possible in the fewest ‘words ; and at the bc- 
** ginning of next year, I hope to close these general dis- 

qbisitions with topics measureless in extent/" In this 
general and concise abstract of the subjects discussed in 
these discowses, I beg it may be imdcrstood, that I by 
no means pretend to have 'done justice either to the ar- 
gument or observations of Sir William Jbnes 5 but it may 
induce the reader to peruse the dissci^ations themselves, 
which will amply repay the trouble of the task. 

Npr is the reader to conclude that these discourses 

L 

contain all that Sir William Jones wrote on the sciences, 
arts, and literature 6f Asia. We have a dissertation on 
Indian Chronology; another on the Antiquity of the 
Indian Zodiack, in which he engages to support an opi- 
nion (which Montucla treats with supreme contempt,) 
that the Indian division of the Zodiack was not ^rrowed 
iFrom the Greeks or Arabs; another specifically on the 
Literature of the Hindus; dnd one on the Musical 
Modes of the Hindus ; besides many essays on curious 
and interesting subjects, for which I con only refer to his 
works. 
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From the ftudy of kw, which he cuM> 
vate 4 with enthufiafm, he was led to an ad- 
miration ,of thf laws of his own rountry; 
in them he had explored the principles of 
the Britilh conilitution,* which hefconlldered 
as the nd)left and *moft perfeA that ever was 

formed: and in defench of it he would cheer- 

» 

fully have rillced his pfoperty and life< In 
his tenth difcourfe ' to the fociety, in >793, 

little more than a year before his death, we 

* • • 

trace the lame fentiments on this fubjeff, 
which he adopted in youth, 

‘•.The pra^cal ufe of hiftory, in afibrd- . 
ing particular examples of civil and military 
wifdom, has been greatly exaggerated ; but 
principles of a^on may certainly be colledted 
from it : and even the narrative of wars and 
revolutions may ferve as a IflTon to nations^ 
and an admonition to ib vereigns. A delire J 

indeed, ®f knowing paft events, while the 
future cannot be known, (and a view of the 
prefent, gives often more pain than delight,)^ 
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leader of iiiftory wduld opett his eyes to 
fbme very Important corollaries, which flow 
frcim th^ whole extent of it. He could not 
but remark the conflant effeft of defpotifm 
in benumbing and debaflng all thofe facul- 
ties whkh diftinguifti* men from the herd 
that grazes ; and to that caufe he would im- 
pute the decided inferiority of moft AHatic 
natictns, anci^t and modem, to thofe in 
Europe, .who are bleft with happier govern- 
ments: he would fee the Arabs rifing to 
glory, while they adhered to the free max- 
ims of their ‘bold anceii:ors, and linking to 
mifery from the moment when thofe maxims 
were abandoned. On the other hand, he 
would obferve with regret, that luch repubr 
iican governments as tend to promote virtue 
and happinefs, cannot in their nature be per- 
i^anent, but are geperally fucceeded by oli- 
^chies, which no good man would wilh to 
be durable. He would then, like the king of 
Lydia, remember Solon, the wifeft, braveft. 
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aa& mpft of 

§ 

ia foi;^ nervt>u$ Un^, “ a&haU (mfHf;* 

which *mar tha labours of hi|iba»dii«n, 
** procee(i irom elevated clouds, an4 as the 
defttu^ive thunderbolt follows the brilliant 
“ flalh, thus is a free ftate ruined by men ex»- 
alted in power, and.fplendid -ki wealth, 
while the people, from igrofs igorance, 
** choofe rather to become the flaves of one 
tyrant, that (hey may bfcape from the do* 
** mination of many, than to preferve them. 

“ felves from tyranny of any kind by their 

• • 

union and iSieir virtues.” Since, therefore, 
no* unmixed form of government could both 
pref^e permahence ind enjoy it > and fmce 
changes even from the worft to the beft, are 
always attended with much temporary mlf^ 
chief, he would fix on our Britiih coniHtu - 
tion (I mean our public law, not the adtuai 
date of things in any guren •period), as the 
beft form ever efiablilhed, thbugh we can* 
only make diftant approaches to its theoretic 
cal perfedlioo, In thefe Indian territories, 
virbich Providence has thrown into the arms 



of BHtua let tHeIr prote^Heo and welfare^ 
the reii|^oa, manners, and law! pf t^e na« . 
dres preclude even the idea of p<dhical free- 
dom ; but their hiftories maj peffibly 
geft hints for their profperity, while our 
country derives enfential benefit from the 
diligence ^of a placid and fubmifiive people, 
who multiply with fuch incrcafe, even after 
the ravages of famiiie, that, in one collec- 
torfiiip out of twenty-four, and that by no 
means the largeft or beft cultivated ,(I mean 
Criflina-nagur), there have lajfely been found, 
by an adual enumeration, ;f million and 
three hundred thoufajtd native inhabitants; 
whence it ^ould feem, that • in all India, 
diere cannot now be fewer than thirty mil- 
lions of black Britilh fubje-fts.’* 

This quotation will prove, that he was 
not tainted with the wild theories of licen- 
tioufnefs, mifc%ilcd,liberty, which have been 

'propagated with unufual induftty fince the 

* 

Revolution in France; and th^t whilft.he 
WM exerting himfelf to compile a code of 
laws, wldch iliould fecure the rights and pro- 



peitf of the natives of Jitdia (a !ateiir 1:6 
. which he in fad iacrificed his*life), he know 
the abfurdity and impradicability of attempt* 
ihg to introduce amongft them that political 
freedom which is the birthoright of Britons^ 
but the growth of ages. Of the French Re- 
volution, in its commdhcement, *he enter- 
tained a favourable opinion, dnd, in common 
with many wife and good men, who had not 

• a 

as yet difcovered the foul principle from 
which it fprang, wilhed fuccefs to the ftfug- 
gles of that nation for the eftablifhnaent of a 
free conftitution ; but he faw with unfpeak- 

able difgufl;, the enornuties which fprang out 

• ' * * 

of the* attempt, and betrayed the*impurity of 
Its origin. Things ill begun, ftrengthen 
themfelves with ill. We may eafily con- 
^ ceive, and it is unneceflary to ftate, what the 
fentiments of Sir William Jones would have 
been, if he had lived to this thne. 

If the political opinioi^ of Sir William. 
Jones, at any period, have been cenfured for 
extravagance ; let it be remembered, that he 

adopted none, but fuch as he firmly believed 
lAfe—y. II. u 
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to arife out of thecprinciples of the coniUtu- 
tion of Englaiiid ; and as fuch l^e was ever 
ready to avow and defend them. His at- 
tachment to liberty was certainly enthufiadic, 
and he, never fpeaks of tyranny or opprellion, 
but in the language of deteftation : this fen- 
timent, ttfe ofispriifg of generous feelings, 
was invigorated by his early acquaintance 
with the republican writers of Greece and 
Rome, and with the works of the moll cele- 
brated political vmters of his own country j 
but the whole tenour of his li^c, converfation, 
and writings, proves to *my convidlion, that 
he would have abandoned -any opinion, 
W'hich could be demonilrated irreconciieable 
to the fpirit of the conftitution. 

With thefe principles, he ever refufed to 
enlift Imder the banners of any party, which 
he denominated faction, and relifted the in- 
fluence of piivaEte friendlhips and attachments, 
whenever they involved a competition with 
his regard to the conftitution of hb country. 

Thefe ientiments may be traced in his cor- 
« 

refpondence and publications, and they are 
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fometimes accompanied with expreilions of 
regfetiarifing; from the impoflibility of recon- 
ciling his* political principles, to the bias of 
his inclinations towards individuals. 

The lateft pojitical publication of Sir Wil- 
lliam Jones, is prior to the year 1783. The 
temper of the natiop, loured by a long and 
unfuccefsful war. Was* difplayed during the 

three preceding years. In the bittereft invec- 

* 

tives and cenfuf'es, both *in and out of par- 
liament : and thofe who thought that^ the 

* 

principles of the oonflitution had been in- 
vaded by the* condtt^ of the Mimfter, fup- 
* • 

ported by a I^ajority in the Houfe of Com- 
monSy looked tb*a reformation jn the repre- 
fentation of the country, as the only means 
of relloring the balance of the conllitution. 
The revolution which has lince deformed 
the political Hate of Europe, was not then 
forefeen, and the experience^founded on the 
confequences of the fpeculation$ which led to " 
it, or have emerged from it, was to be ac- 
quired. In judging of the political opinions 
of Sir WilKam Jone$, and of the freedom 


u 2 
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with which they were publifhed to the world, 
wo fhould revprt to the language and fpirit 
of the times when they were. delivered. It 
may be further remarked, that fome political 
theories, which were held to be incontrovert- 
ible, have of late years been queftioned, and 
that the dptfirines of Locke on Government, 
which it would once have been herefy to 
deny, no longer command that implicit acqui- 
efcence, which they, once almoft univcrfally 
received. 

c 

In the firfl; charge which Sir William Jones 

delivered ‘to the grand Jury af Calcutta, he 

told them that he afpired to no popularity, 

• • • 

and fought no praife but ‘that which might be 
given to a ftrid and confcientious difcharge 
of duty, without prediledion, or prejudice of 
any kind, and with a fixed rcfolution to pro- 
nounce on all occalions what he conceived to 

be the law, than which no individual mull; 

< * 

dippofe himfelf wifer. His condud a$ a 
Judge, was moil llKdly* conforma'blc to his 
prpfeffions : on the bench he was laborious, 
patient, and difcrinunating : his dunges to 
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the grand jury, which dct not exceed! fix, ex* 
. hibit a venation for the la^s of his conn- 
try; a juft and ipirited enTOmium on the 
trial by jury, as the greateft and moft inva- 
luable right derived from them to fiib- 
je(5t ; a deteftation of crimes, combined with 
mercy towards the offender; occafional elu-‘ 
cidations of the law * ; arid the ftrongeft feelings 
of humanity and benevolence. By his kno’iY- 
ledge of the Sanfcrit and Arabic, he was emi- 
nently qualified to promote the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice vi the Supreme Court, by de- 
tecting mifreprefentations of the Hindu or 
Mohammedarr laws, ,and by correcting im- 
pofitidns in the form of adminiftering oaths 

to the followers of Brahma and Mohammed. 

■ 

If no other benefit had refulted &om his 
^ ftudy of thefe languages, than the compila- 
tion of the digeft, and the tranflation of Menu 
and, of two Mohammedan feiw-traCts, this 
application pf his talents to promote objeCls . 
of the firff importance to India and Europe, 
would have entitled him to the acknowledg- 
ments 0 / both countries. Of his ftudies in 
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general it may be . observed, that tbe end 
^hich he had ^always in view, Was pradical 
utility ; that knowledge was not accumulated 
by him, as a fource of mere intelledual Fe> 
elation, or to gratify an idle curiofity, or 
for the idler purpole of oftentatioufly difplay> 
ing his acc^uifitions ; >to render himfelf ufeful 
to his country and mankiiid, and to promote 
the profperity of both^ were the primary and 
permanent motives of his ind'efatigable exer> 
tions in the purfuit of knowledge. 

The inflexible integrity with which he dif- 
charged the folemn duty of this ilation, will 
long be remembered in Calcutta, both by 

i, ^ 

Europeans and natives.* So cautious was he 
to guard the independence of his charader 

I 

from any poflibility of violation or imputa- 
tion, that no folicitation could prevail upon 
him, to ufe his perfonal influence with the 
members of adminiftration in India, to ad- 

. ' .c . . 

vance the private interefts cf friends whom 
he efteemed, and which he would have been 
hippy to promote. He knew the dignity, 
and fek the importance, of his office : and. 
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conv\nced that none could afford him more 
ample fcopQ for exerting his talents to the 
benefit of mankind, his ambition never ex- 
tended beyond it. No circumftance occa- 
fioned his death to be more lamented by the 
public, than the lofs of his abilities al judge, 
of which they had had the experience of 
eleven years. 

When we confider.the time required for 
the fiudy of the law as gi p^ofeflion, and that 
portion of it, which was devoted by Sir Wil- 
liam Jones to the dlfcharge of his duties as 
judge and mq^ftrate in India, it rntlft appear 
afionifhing, that he (hould have found lei- 
fure.for the acquifirion of his numerous at- 
tainments in fcience and literature, and for 
completing the voluminous works which 
have been given to the public. On this fub- 
jcd I fhall, I truft, be excufed for ufing, as 
1 may find convenient, my own language in 
a 'difcourfe which I addreffed, to the Afiatic 
fociety a^few days Jtfter his deceafe. 

There were in truth few fciences in which 
he had not acquired confiderable proficiency} 
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in moft* his knowledge was profound. /The 
theory of muiic wab &miliar to him. nor had 
he negle^ed to render himfelf acquainted 
with the interefting difcoveries lately made 
in chemiftry ; and I have heard him aiTert, 
^t hi& admiration of the firudure of the 
human frame, induced him to attend for a 
feafon, to a courfe of anatomical ledures de- 
livered by his friend, ^he celebrated Hunter. 
Of his ikill in mathepiatics I am fo far qua- 
lified to fpeak, that he frequently perufed and 
folved the problems in the Principia. 

His lift arid favourite purfuit was the 
ftudy of botany. It ‘conftituted the princi- 
pal amufement of his Hfurc hours. Iq.the 

f 

arrangement of Linnaeus, he difcovered fyf~ 
tern, truth, and fcience, which never failed 
to captivate and engage his attention ; and 
from the proofs which he has exhibited of 
his progrefs in botany, we may conclude, if 
he had lived, that he would have extended 
the difroveries in that fcience *. Prom two 


** Besides occaaonal botanical informatlcn, we have iq 
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of ttke eflays mentioned in .the note> I fliall 
tranfij^ribe two (hort extrads which mark* his 
judgment and delicacy of fentiment. “ If 
botany could be defcribed by metaphors 
** drawn from the fcience itfelf, we may juft- 
“ ly pronounce a minute acquaintance with 
** p/antSj their claj'es,, orders^ kinds^ and 
^ f pedes, ^ to be its flowers, which can only 
*' produce fruit by an application of that 
“ knowledge fo the piifrpofes of life, parti- 
“ cularl^ to diet by which difeafes may be 
“ avoided, and to medidne by which they may 
“ be remedied.” On the indelicacy of the 
Lmnsean definitions, he obferves, “ Hence 
it -is that jiO Veil-born and ^'^ell-educated 
“ woman can be advifed to amufe herielf 
with botany, as it is now explained, though 
a more elegant and delightful ftudy, or one 

the works of Sir William Jones, voL v. p. i, a little tract 
intitled, IVte Design of a Treatise on the Plants of India^ 
p. 35 ; A Catalogue of 420 Indian Plants y comprehend- 
ing their Sanscrit and as many^of the Linnacan generic 
names, as cpuld with any degree of precision be ascer- 
tained \ and, p. 62, Botanical Observatiom on sevcfitjf 
selva Indian Plants^ which last wjts a posthumous pub- 
lication. 
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** i^ore likely to ailift'and embellUh (fther 
** female accon^)lifliments, could «ot po^bly 
“ be recommended.” 

It cannot be deemed ufelefs or fuperfluous, 
to enquire by what arts or method he was 
enabled'to attain this extraordinary degree of 
knowledge^ The faculties of his mind, by 
nature vigorous, were improved by conftant 
exercife ; and his menvory, by habitual prac«* 
tice, had acquired a capacity of retaining 

whatever had once been imprinted upon it. 

» 

In hU early years, he feems to have entered 
upon his* ‘career of ftudy with this maxim 
ftrongly imprelTed up6n his mind, that what- 
ever had been attained, wis attunable by him, 
and it has been remarked, that he never ne- 
glefled ilor overlooked any opportunity of 
improving his intelledual faculties, ot of ac- 
quiring efteemed accomplifhments. 

To an unextinguilhed ardour for univer- 
fal information, he joined a perfeverance in 
the purfuit of it, which fbbdued all obllacles. 

ftudies in India began with the dawn, 
and during the intermilTions of profeffional 



duti^» ivcre coindmied throuj^dut tbi-diyt 
reflexion iEtod meditation ftr^ngthet^d niui 
confirmed what induftry . and inveftigatioa 
had accumuiated. It was alfo a fixed prin- 
ciple with him, from which he never volun- 

'J 

tarily deviated, not to be deterred by any dif» 
ficulties that were fiirmpuntable from pres- 
enting tq a fucceisful. termination, what he 
had once deliberately Undertaken. 

But what ajipears to me more particularly 
to havc^ enabled him to employ his talents lb 
much to his own and the public advantage, 
was the regukr allotment of his time to par- 
ticular occupations, and a fcrupulous adher- 
enefi* to the diftnbution which he had fixed ; 
hence all his lludies were purfued without in- 
terruption or confufion *, Nor can I omit 

• ^ It was a favourite opinion of Sir William Jones^ 
tliat all men are born with an equal capacity for improve^ 
nient. The assertion (which I do not admit) will remind 
the reader of the modest declaratioif of Sir Isaac Newton^ 
that if he had done the world any seiMce, it was due to 
nothing but industry and patient thought. The follow* 
ing lines were sent to Sir William by a friend, Thomas 
l..aw. Esq. in consequence of a conversation in which he 
had maintained the opinion which I have imputed to him; 



remrking the candobr and complacl^ncy, 
whii which he ^ave hu atfeihion (o all 
peiions of whatever quality, talentsj or edu> 
cs^ion ; he jullly concluded, that curious or 
impttttant imformation might^be gained even 

his answer^ which was unpremeditatedj is a confirmation 
of it. f , ^ 

Sir Williami you attempt^ in vain| 

By depth of reason to maintain^ 

That all men’s talents are the same, 

And they, not Nature^ are tg blaiiPie. 

Whatever you say, whatever you write, 

Pl-oves your opponents in the right. • 

Lest genius sliould be ill-defin’d, 

I term^ty/our superior mind^ ^ 

Hence to your friends ’tis plainly shewn, 

YouVe ignorant of yourself alone, , ^ 

• • p 

f 

Sir William Jones’s Answer: 

Ah ! but too well, dear friend, I know 
My fancy weak, my reason slow. 

My memory by art improv’d. 

My mind by baseless trifles mov’d. 

Give me (thus high my pride I raise) ' 

The ploughman’s or the gardener’s praise. 

With patient ana unceasing toil, 

To meliorate a stubborn soil. 

i * 

* And say, (no higher meed I ask) 

With zeal hast thou perform’d thy task ? 

'Praise, of which virtuous minds may boast. 

They best confer, who merit most. 



from the illiterate, and, wherever it 
be obtained, he fought and feized it. , ,1/. 

The literary defigna which he ftiU medi- 
tated^, feem to have been as ample as thofe 
which he executed ; and if it had pleafed 
Providence to extend the years of his exist* 

ence, he would in a great meafiye have ex- 

• • 

haufted whatever, was curious, important, 
and attainable, in the Arts, fciences, and hif* 
tories of India, Arabia, Perha, China, and 
Tartary. His collodions on thefe fi^jeds 
were extenfive, and his ardour and induftry 
we know were unlimited. It is tdhe hoped 
that the progreffive labour of the fociety will 
in part fupplyj'what he had fo extenfively 
plannedf . 

* See Memoirs, p. 3. vol. ii. 

f The funowing paper written by Sir William Jones, 
was found amongst his papers after his death, and may 
be considered as exhibiting his Oriental literary projects: 

DESIDERAT’4, 

INDIA* 

1 . 

The Ancient Geography of India, &c. from the Pu- 
ranas. 
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private and ^ial virtues it ftiy re- 
mrilQs to fpeak; and I could vriHt pleufure 
expatiate on the independence of his inte- 


2 . 

A Botanical Description o( India^ Plants firom the 

CoshaS) &c. 

3 . 

A Granunar of the Sanscrit Language firom P^ni> &c. 

4 . 

A Dictionary of the Sanscrit Language firom thirty- 
tsro original Vocabularies anE Niructi. 

■ 5 . . 

On the Antient Music of the Indians. 

6 . 

On the Medical Substances of India, and the Indian 
Art Mecheine. 

. 7 ' 

On die Philosophy of the Ancient Indians. 

8. ' ' 

r ’ 

A Translation of the Veda. 

9 . 

On Ancient Indian Geometry, Astronomy, and AU 
gebra. 

10 . 

A Translation of the Puranas. 

11 . 

Translation of the^ahabharat and Ramayan. 

• 12 . ^ 

On the Indian Theatre, &c. 

, 13 . 

On the Indian Constellations, \^'ith their Mythology, 

. from the Puranas* 
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grity\ his humanity and.prdnty, aa well as 
. his binevoleace, urhich every*Uving creafure 
participated. ' > 

14 . 

The History of India before the Mohainnieda& Cion- 
quest. From the Sanscrit Cashmir Histories. 

ARABIA. 

* \ 5 * 

The History of Arabia b^ore Mohammed. 

14 ». 

A Translation of the Hamasa. 

• 17' 

A Translation of Hariri* 

‘ IS, 

A Tnmslation of the Facahat^ Khulafa. Of the 
Cahah. • 

PERSIA. 

• 19 . 

The History of ’Pbrsia, from Authorities in Sanscrit, 
Arabic, Greek, Turkish, Persian, Ancient and Modem. 

20 . 

The Five Poems of Nizami, translated in Prose. 

A Dictionary of pure Persian — Jehangiri. 

CHINA. 

21 . 

Translation of the Slu-cing. 

22 . 

The Textjof Con-fu-tgu, vci^ally translated. 

TARTARY. 

2S. 

A History of the Tartar Nations, chiefly of the Mo- 
guls and Othmans, from the Turkish and Persian. 



Could the figure, (1 quote with pl^fiire 
his* own words,) inftind^ and 'qualities of 
birds, beads, infe<fts, reptiles, and'filh, be 
afcertained, either on the plan of Bufibn, or 
on that of Linnxus, without, giving pain -to 

c 

the objects of our examination, few dudies 
would afford us more foHd indru£tion, or 
more exquifite .delight j but I never -could 
learn by what right, ilor conceive with what 
feelings, a naturalid H:an occafion the mifery 
of an innocent bird, and leave its ^ young, 
perhaps, to periih in a cold ned, becaufe it 

• s ‘ 

has gay plumage, and has never been accu- 
rately delineated, or deprive even a butterfiy 
of its natural enjoyments, becaufe it ha^ the 
misfortune to be rare or beautiful : nor fhall 
I ever forget the couplet of Ferdaufi, for 
which Sadi, who cites it with applaufe,' pours 
bledlngs on his departed Ipirit : 

Ah! spare yon eenmet, rich in hoarded grain; 

• He lives with pleasure, and he dies with pain. 

This may be only a confeffion of weaknefs, 
and it certainly is not meant as a boad of 
peculiar fenfibility ; but whatever name may 



be to my opinitm, i{ fucb aA 
. on my con<fu^, that I never* ^ottld fulTer 
the cocila^ whofe" wild native woocb-notbs an- 
nounce the approach of fpring, to be caught 
in my garden, for the fake of compa|‘ing it 
with BuiTon's defcription; though 1 have 
often examined the domeftic and^enga^g 
MayanUf which ** Bids*U8 good morrow*’ at 
our windows, and exp*ed8, as its reward, 
little more than fecurity*' : even when a fine 
young mgnis or pangojin was brought to^e, 
againft my wifh, from the mountains, I (b- 
licited his reftftration to his beloved rocks, 

becluf^ I found it impofiible to preferve him 

. • 

in contfort at a difiance from them. 

I have noticed his cheerful and afiiduous 
performance of his filial and fraternal duty : 

To the other virtues of Mr, Jon^, (I 
quote the tefiimony and words of profeflbr 
Bjornlhal, who vifited Oxfofd whilft Sir 
William Jones refided^ther^ obligingly com- 
municated to me by Dr. Ford of Mag. Hall,) 
** 1 ought to add that of filial duty, whicR 
** he difplays at ail times in the mofr exem<* 

Lift—y. n. X 
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** plary manner. I ain not Angular hk the 
Vsbrervadon* here made. EVfay one ac-. 
** quainted with Mr. Jones, makes it likewife. 
** I feel a pleafure in dwelling upon a charac- 
** ter that does fuch high honour to human 
“ nature.” The unceaAng regret of Lady 
Jones is a proof of this.daim upon her con- 
jugal affedions ; and* I cOuld dwell with rap- 
ture on the afiability^of his converfation and 
manners, on his m'bdeft^ unaiTuming deport- 
ment, nor can 1 refrain from remaking, 
that he was totally free from pedantry, as 

•'t 

well as from that arrogance and felf-sufficien- 
cy, which fometimes .accompany and dii^ace 
the greateft abilities;* his prefence was the 
delight of every fociety, which his converfa- 
tion exhilarated and improved. 

His intercourfe with the Indian natives of 
charader and abilities was extenfive : he li- 
berally lewasded thofe by whom he was 
ferved and allifted, and his dependents were 
treated by him as friends. Under this deno- 
mination, he has frequently mentioned in 
Jbis woiks the name of Bahman, a native of 
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Yezdj^d follower of the do€b:ines of Zoro- 
. after, whom he retmned ^ in *hi8 pay, and 
whofe death he often adverted to with regret. 
Nor can I refill the impulfe which I feel to 
repeat an anecdc)te of what occurred after his 
demife ; the pundits who were in the habit 
of attending him^ when I law then? at a pub* 
lie durbar i a few days after that melancholy 
event, could neither reftrain their tears for 
his lofs, nor find terms to exprels their ad* 
miration*at the wonderful progrels which he 
had made, in the Iciences which t^^ pro* 
feffed*; 

• • 

” ^ The following .isk a tf^slation of a Sanscrit note 
written to Sir William Jones, by a vedbrable pundit* 
whom he employed in superintending the compilation 
of Hindu law. From my own communications with 
the writer of the note, I can venture to assert, that his 
expressions of respect for Sir William Jones, although 
* in the Oriental style, were most sincere. 

Trivedi Servoru Sarman, who depends on you alone 
for support, presents his humble duty, with a hundred 
benedictions. * 

• tehses. 

1. T# you th^ are many like me ; yet to me there is 
none like you, but yourself; there are numerotb 
groves of night flowers; yet the night-flower sees 
nothing like the moon, but the moon. 

X a 
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Jf this chara£iet of Sir William |o^s be 
hot exa^erated the ^rtiality of friend- ' 
fhip, we ihall all apply to him his own 
words, it is happy for us that this man was 
** borh.” I have borrowecf the application' 
of them from Dr. Parr : and who more com- 
petent can be found, to eftimate the merit of 
the great fcholar whpm he deems worthy of 
this eulogium ? ^ 

In the pleafing office of delineating his 
virtues, my regret for his lofs has '^been fuf- 

^i<ii * * 

2# A hundred chiefs rule the world, but thou art an 
ocean, and they are m^re wells ; ipany luminaries aro 
awake in the sky, but which of them can Jt>e com- 
pared to tfee Sun ? 

Many words are needless to inform those who know 
all things. The law tract of jitriy will be delivered by the 
hand of the footman, dispatched by your Excellence. — 
Prosperity attend you ! 

I add a translation of two couplets in elegant Arabic,* 
addressed by Maulavi Casim to Sir William Jones. 
The writer wa^ employ^^d by Him in compiling the 
Mohammedan law. 

Mayest thou remain with* us perpetua‘jly, for thy pre- 
sence is an ornament and a delight to the*^age ! 

May no unpleasant event find its way to thee; and 
.imayeft ifaou have no share in the vicissitudes of for*^ 
tune I 
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]pend^, but will never be obliterated; and 
whilft! I pharifli with pride tl^e recolle<fHoa 
that he honoured me with his efteem, I can* 
not ceafe to feel and lament that the voice, 
to which I liftened with rapture and im- 
provement, is heard no more. 

As far as happinefs may be confidered de- 
pendent upon the attainment of our wiihes, 

he poiTelTed it. At the period of his death, 

* 

by a prudent attention Ao economy, which 
never encroached upon his liberality, h^ had 
acquired a competency, and was in a fitua- 
tion to enjoy dignity with independence. 
Fm" this acquifition he was indebted to the 
exerrion of lus'talents and abilities, of ener- 
gies well diret^ed, and ufefully applied to the 
benefit of his country and mankind. He 
had obtained a reputation which might gra- 
tify the highefl: ambition : and as far as hu- 
man happinefs is alfo connedipd with ex^ ect- 
ation, he had in profpeft a variety of em-* 
ployments, the execution of which depended 
only on the continuance of his health and 
intelle<Sual powers. 1 fliall not here enlarge 
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upon the common topic of the vaii|t}r of 
human wifhefc, proipe^, and^’otjoyments, 
which my fubje<5i; naturally fuggefts ; but if 
my reader ihould not participate that admira- 
tion v^hich the memory of Sir William Jones 
excites in my mind, 1 mull fubmit to the 
mortificatibn of having depreciated a charac- 
ter, which I had fondly lioped would be ef- 
fedlually emblazoned by its own excellence, 
if I did but limply recite the talents and vir- 
tues Nvhich confpired to dignify and adorn it. 
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POSTSCftlPT. 

• 

XhE following Epitaph) evidently in- 
tended for himfclf, ^was written hy Sir Wil- 
liam JonpS) a ihort time only before his de- 

mife. It difplays fonte ftriking features of 

* 

his character ; ‘refignation to the will of his 
Creator, love and good-will to maq^nd, 
and is modeftlj fUent upon his 
attainments. • 

* AN EplTAPH. 

Here was deposited^ 
the mortal part of a man^ 
who feared GOD, but not deaths 
and maintained independence, 
but sought not riches; 
who thought 

• none below him, but the base and unjust, 
none above hun, but the wise and virtuous; 

, who lov& 

his parents, kindred, friends, country, 

with an ardour * 

which was the chief source of 
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all his pleasures and all his pains; 
and wh^ having devoted 
lus ,life to their serviet, 
and tot' • 

the improvement of his mmd« 
designed U calmly, 
giving glory to his Creator, 
wishing peace on eifith, 
and with 

good-will to all creatures, 
oh tfie [Twentj/-’Seven'th'] day qf [/ipril'} 
hi the year of ou» ble&ed Redeemer, 

One Thousand Seven Jdundred [and Nindy-:fouf\. 

The Court of Directors of the Taft-India 

Company embraced an early opporfunity of 

teftifyingf their refpeft for the merit of Sir 

William Jones. By an unanimous vote of 

the Court, it was refolved, Jthat a monument 

« 

to his mem'ory Ihould be ordered, for the 
puipofe of being ereded in St. Paul’s Ca- 
thedral, with a fuitable infcription, and that 
a llatue oi Sir William Jones ihould be pre- 
pared at the expence of the Company, and 
, fent to Bengal* with diredions for its being 
placed in a proper ^tuation there. ^ 

The pofthumous honours paid (o his ihe^ 

« 

inory by a fociqty of gditlenieu in Bengal, 
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were ino lef% lijberal thtn appropriate^ : Tlicf 
fubimbed a fum tQ.be g^ven as a 4 ^ze.for 
the befl dilTertatioa .on* his cfaarader and 
merits, by any of the .ftudents at that Uni- 
verfity ; and the propofal, with ^e ^dkion 
of the heads of the UniverAty, huaving beea 
carried into execution,^ the premium was ad- 
judged to Mr. Henry Philpotts, A, M., Fcl*- 
low of Magdalen College. 

The expedations of my readers would he 
difappointed, if 1 were not to mention the 
folicitude of, Lady Jones, and tire means 
adopted by her, for perpetuating the fame 

’* >• i 

of Si^hulband,. with' whom ihe had lived in 

* I 

the clofeft union of eAeem and adedion. 
Without dwelling upon the elegant monu" 
ment ereded to his memory at her expenfe* 
in the anti-phamber of Univerfity College, 
Oxford, her regard for his reputation was 
mdre e&dually evinced, by the publication* 
of his wdrjcs iij aft elegant edition of fix 
quarto volumes, in ftrid conformity to his 
Opinion, that The bell monument that 
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«« catt be <»’e£ted to a ma& of Ikibnty talents, 
is a good edijTon of his w<»fc8.« ' 

On tile 27 tli of January 1795 , Sir Wil- 
liam Jones was unanimoudy deded a cor- 
refpcmding member of the Htflorical Society 
of Majfacbufetts. The fociety had foon the 

mortificaticm to learn, that, nine months be- 

€ 

fore the date of their vpte,. the object of their 
intended diftin61ion was no more. The fol- 
lowing letter, notifymg the refolution of the 
fociety, was addrefled, by the prefident of it, 
to Sir William Jones : 

art ' . *• 

% 

Sir, " Bostoriy Feb. 

As prefident, '^d by .the direction 
of the Maflachufetts Hiftorical Society, 1 
have the honour, to inclofe you a vote of that 
corporation, by which you are eledied a mem- 
ber of it. 

You have alfo by this conveyance a few 

* 

publications, and a copy of our charter : by 
the latter you will lee, as well the legal date, 
as the defign of our inftitution. We polTefs 
a large hall in the centre of Bofion,' where 

. \ 
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vrt depofit thofe books, pubUcartioof, aiod 

other mattery which mayluve^Atendoiic^^ 

iix and ilhiilrate the political, civil, and iui< 

tural hiftory of this continent : iuid we luve 

been very fuccefsful in our attempts to 

materials for that purpofe. * 

Your charaAer, and the attenti^on which 
• 

the world allows yon to have paid to learn- 
ing of this kind, have induced us to purfue 
fuch meafures as we hone will obtain your * 
good wilhes, and friendly regard: and we 
ihall have great pleafure'in forwarding to you, 
from time to ^itfroe, fuch other bdbks and 

publications, as we may fuppofe to be ac- 

• • 

ceptaUe to you,- • 

Any obfervations from you, or any mem- 
ber of the fociety, in which you prefide, il- 
luiirating thofe fa&s which compoie the na- 
tural hiftory of America, or of any other 
part of the world, will, be received as va- 
lual:>le marks of your attention. • 

As the Qorrefpondence of literary and phi-' 
lofophical focicties, ellablilhed in different na- 
tions, is an intercourle of true philanthropy. 



Attct haj ft tendeilcy td inefeaia tliat 

fmiidihip, an^ to fujppo^ that«harmony in 
the great family of mankind> oii tvhich the 
happinefs of the world fo much depends, it 
jpail neter folicit your aid without fuccefs* 

I have the honour to be. 

With lentiments of the higheft refpe6i, 
Your mpft obedient, humble fervant, 

• J. Sullivan. 

ItJIs certainly to be greatly regretted, that 
Sir William Jones did not live to tranflate 
the digest of Hindu law, in the compilation 

of which he had bellowed fo much tinje and 

• • 

attention. It is however fatfshi^ory to Imow, 
that his benevolent intentions in this labo- 
rious work have not been difappointed, and 
that Mr. H. T. Colebrooke, in the civil fer- 
vke of the £all- India Company at Bengal, 
from motives qf public fpirit, and a laudable 
’ hope of dillihaion, has dompleted a tranfla- 
tion of it, with an ability which ‘does him 
the higheft credit. This voluminous work 
was undertaken and executed by Mr. Cole- 



J317 . 

brooked under the preilhce of uninter^ted ' 
official occupations* and is a p^)of of Uterli^ 
indufby rarely exceeded. 

For the gratification of the reader*s ci^ig* 
fity, I infert th^ fhort but charaderifli^' tranl^ 
lation of the Preface of the Hindu Compilers 
of the Digeft. • * 

ft 

PREFACE BY THE COMPILERS,. 

* 

ft 

Having faluted the tluler of Gods* the 
Lord of Beings* and the King of Dangers, 
Lord of Divine Clafles, tlie Daughter of the 
King of Mountains, the venerable Sages, and 
the reverend Authprs of Books, I, Jag a., 
na't’ha, Sdn of BuSra, by command of the 
Proteftors of the L^nd, compile this book, 
intitled, T6e Sea of controverjial ff'aves, per- 
fpicuous, diffufive, with its iflands and gems, 
pleafing to the princes and the learned. 

.What is my intellect, a Crazy boat, com- 
pared with the fyered code, that perilous 
ocean ? The favour of the Supreme Ruler is 
my foie refuge, in traverfing that ocean T,^ith 
this crazy veflcl. 



- SI8 

leanied Radhacanta Gonalprefadaf of 
firm and fpotiefs mind, Ramamdhana Ra- 
mamdhee Ganafyama, and Gungadhara, a 
league of afliduous pupils > muft efie£fc the 
completion of this work, which ihall gratify 
the minds of princes ; — of this 1 have un- 
queftionecT certainty. 

Embarking on (hips, often do men un- 

C 

daunted traverfe the perilous deep, aided by 

t . 

long cables, and impelled by propitious gales. 

Having viewed the title of loans, “and the 
red as p^omulged by wife legiflators, in codes 
of laws, and as expqunded by former intel- 

t 

•Egent authors; * . " 

And having meditated their obfeure paf- 
fages with the leflbns of venerable teachers, 
Ac whole is now delivered by me. 
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* APPENDIX. 

t --tr' ■ ■ 

No. r. 

JONESIUS RgVICZKIO, S. 

piUAM jucunda mihi fuit illaHTemi- 
hora, quS. tecum de poetis Perficis, meis luif- 
que deliciis, fum collocutus: initium enim 

anlicitis et dulciilimae Inter nos confuetudinis 

^ • 

arbitfabar fuifle*. QuaAi (pern utiaurque noilri 
importuna negotia fefellerunt. Run enim 
diutius quam vellem commorari, vaiia: me 
cogunt occupationes. Tu Germaniain, m 
audivi, quam citiflimd proficifci meditaris. 
Doleo itaque amicitiam in ipfo quad 
decidere. JEllud tamen tanquam lenimen do- 
loris mei'jeftat, nempe ut, fi prajfens te 
prsfentem alloqui non polllm, llceat ceftd 
quidem per literas colloqui, et cum fermonis 
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e'ciimmunicatione, (utn conjundione ftadlo^ 
ium, perfrui.' At cum dc anlicitia noflr^ 
foquar, ne, qua»fo, videar hoc tain gravi 
nomine abuti. Permagno enina vinculo con- 
jungi folent ii qui iifdem utuntur ftudils, qui 
Hteras humaniores colunt, qui in iifdem curia 
et cogitationibus evigilant. Studia eadem 
fequimur, eadem colimiis et conie(5tamur. 
Hoc tamen inter nos* intereft. Nemp^ tu in 
literis AAaticis es quam doctifilmus ; ego 
verb'^ut in iis dodhis fim, nitor, contendo, 
claboro. ^ In, harum literarpm amore non 
patiar ut me vincas* ita eniiA incredibiliter 
illis deiedor, nihil ut fupra pollit : equidiem 
pocH Graecorum jam indb a puero ita helec- 
tabar, ut nihil mihi Pindari carminibus ela> 
tius, nihil Anacreonte dulcius* nihil Sapphus* 
Archilochi, Alcasi, ac Simonidis aureis illis 
relliquiis politius aut nitidiu s elle videretur. 
At cum poefin Arabicam et Perfieam de- 
gtift^em, illico exarefeere # * * • 
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REVICZKI* k Mons. JONES. 

Monsieur, * 

Je fuis iendble k votre fouvcpir et 
aux compliments reiteres, dans vos lettres a 
Madame de Vauclufe; je puis dkequej’en 
fuis un peu fier, me glorifismt, de ce qu*une 
entrevue d’un quait dlieure m’a pu procurer 
I’honneur de Votre amiti^. Jc tacherois 
bien de^la cultiver, fi mon plan me perioettoit 
de faire un plus long fejour dans ce pays-ci, 
<Hi du moins,»li je pouvois vous rencontrer a 

Oxford, ou jp penfe de me rendre avant que 

• * 

je q«itte I’Angleferre.* J’apprei^ avec plaifir, 
que vous avez ete charge de donner au pub> 
lie, un EfTai fur la Profodie des Orienteaux ; 
comme je fuis perfuade que vous vous ac> 
quitterez dignement de cette commUfion, et 
qu’un bon fucces fcouronnera .votre entreprile, 
je fuis charme d’avance, de rhamiliatipn que* 
vous ferez effuyer a tous nos Poetes Euro^ 
peens, qui ne pourront pas s’empecher d’avoir 
honte de, la pauvrete de leurs langues pro* 



faiqu^ ior£qu*U8^ aVi^perceveront, que lal 
lai^es Orieatales, ii^ependaiftment de la, 
rime, que eft de letn: invention, ont de 
ritables quantites 'de fyllabea aufti bien que 
les Grecs, avec une varied de pieds plus 
abondantes encore, et par confequent un vrai 
art nietrique et profo^ique. Je prends la 
liberte de vou$ envoyer le cahier d*une de 
mes dernieres tradudrions de Hafyz, dont je 
m’amufe quelquefois quand j’ai du loifir. 
Veu« qui connoilTez le genie de ^ langue 
Perfanne, trouverez fans doute mon entre> 
prife temeraire, aufti ne cherche-je point a 

faire fentir la beaute de roriginal dans ma 

« 

verfion, mi^s uniquement lea penfees Umples 
et fans ornement, j’y joins aufti une para- 
phrafe en vers, mris tres Ubre. £n quoi je 
me fuis le plus eloigne du texte, c*eft en fub- 
ftituant quelquefois au mignon une maitreife, 
foit pour donnt^ ime liaifon aux vers, qui par 
la nature meme du Ghazel, n*en ont point ; 

■m 0 

foit pour me conformer en cela au gout de 
nos pays ; d’autant plus que dans le premier 
vei^s, le P^rfan lui mdme parle de fa maitreftc. 
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Vom trouverez auiB a cot|^ dm Ua^t 
.4es expreiSdhs aiu|k^es de8«poe^ CheAoi 
et Latins, fuivant que je m*en fotiviens k}i€> 
quc je lis Hafyz. J’efpdrc d’aiwbir Thon* 
neur de vous vok ici avant mon d^part,^ vous 
aflurant que je compte panni les plus grands 
avantages que j*al eu en Ang^eteite, Thon* 
neur de votre connolfliance. 

Je fuis votre trds'humble Scrviteur, . 

REVICZKI. 


.No. IIL 

REVICZKI a Mons. JONeL 

/ 

* • • Zondres. le 2^me de Fevrier, 1768 -. 

• * 

Monsieur, * • 

^ Le jour ni£me que j*ai exp^did la 

mienne, j*ai re 9 u votre favante et obUgeante 

^ lettre, que j*ai lu avec un plaifir infini, quoiqus 

j’aurois fouhait^ qu'elle fii^t un peu moins 

fiateule fur mon compte, ^ moins modelle 

fur le v&tre.^ Toutefois je ne piends pas vos 
_ ® * 
exprellion8*a la lettre, et malgre tout ce que 

vous puiiliez dire, je vois clairement paB: 

votre gout et jugement fur les pa0j^s cites 


Y 2 



djuu TOtre lenare, qne inom avez £ut utf |;iMlA 
ch^in dans la Utt^rature .Orienllle. Je votn. 
prie (^pendant, quelque grace pour le Gree 
et le Latin ; car quoique je ne pmde pas 
nier qu’il y a quelque genre* de po£lie, ou les 
Orienteaux et particulidrement les Parfiins 
ont atteiift un degre de perfedion et de fu* 
pdrioritc, je ne me ferois point de iibrupule, de 
renoncer plutdt a la connoilTance de ces 
trois langues qu a*'la feule langue Grecque. 
Je fills bien aife que votre ouvrage,foit deja 
fi avance, et que je puiiTe efperer de la voir 
bientbt rendu public. Je feroh$ fort embarafle 
de vous donner quelque avis au fujet de Vbtre 
livre, a caufe que je fuls actuellement defourvu 
de tout livre qui traite diredtement de cettc 
mati^re, et que d’ailleurs, c'eft une mer a 
boire, que Tabondance .et la variety du metre 
Oriental, et qu’il eft impoftible d’en iavoir 
par coeur toutes ks parties. Je ierois curieux 
de favoir, Ibus quel chapitre vous avez range 

t * * 

Le Kafide, genre de poelie trds ca vogue par> 
fhi les Arabes, et cultivd avec grand fuec^s, 
que repdtid plus qu'aucun autre a I’^gie 
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Latiifiei; qui pat dent 

. «u Ghazel, afec cette diderence^ue le Ghatel, 
luivant les rdgles, ne devroit jamus palTer 15 
diftiques ou belts; et que le Kafide n*eft 
borne a aucun nombre ; ado. que les b^s du 
Ghazel dolvent par leur nature com^u'endre 
en eux>m8ines, et terminer tout le^lens, pen- 
dant que Qeux du K&lide ont du rapport entre 
cux, en continuant le nfilme fujet. Un exem» 
pie admirable de ce deffiier eft celui fur la 
mort de,Mahomet, cel^bre dans tout I’Orient, 
et connu par cceur i tous les gens de letttes, 
dans une allegorie continuelle, nuus admirable 
et treapathetique, dont le commencement eft 
tel, fl*je m’en fouvieni: 

(A /> Cr** 

^ 'U., 

Pour ce qui regarde vos doutes fur la preten- 
duq all^gorie de Hafyz, il y auroit beaucoup 
a dire, car il femble que le^refpeil et la vene- 
ration que* les Mahometans portent a lame- 
moire de ce grand gdnie, eft la veritable caufe 
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de leiir tsoufaiat 

ptfrla juftifieikia conduhe du |MiCc en nous 

le donnant pour un homme irreprochabic 

au0i bien dans fes moeurs que dans ies vers. 

La plus graude partie de fes commentateurs, 

comme Shemy, Surury, ct les autrcs, s’^ver- 

tuent d’expliquer dana.un fens royftique les 

vers qui rouleot fur*le vin^ les gardens, les 

plaifirs, et le mepri^ de la rdigion, comme 

indigne d*un bon Mufuiman; mais le plus 

habile de ces interpretes, le favant 6udi, n^a 

pas voulu fuivre cette methode, difant> que 

quelque raifon que puiflTent avoir les autres 

commentateurs, fans ]combattre leur boilnes 

* ^ 

intentions, «il fe contentera d^expliqfler le 
texte litteralement. II ne fera pas peut-etre 
mal-a-propos, de marquer ici une anecdote, 
■que j’ai lu quelque part teuchant Hafyzj ce 
grand homme etant mort, quelques-uns ties 
Ulemas, ont fait difiiculte de lui accorder la 
fepulture, a daufe du libertinage de fes poefies, 
mais en fin apres bien de conteibtions, il en 
font vemi au Tefal^ e’eft-a-dire a la pratique, 
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ihawT ha Dkan au haimd, mojreaaot 
iuguillej letpremier rers qul s'offiit aleur 
vik fut le fuivant: 

yl> 

Ce palTage ayant etc pm pour une d^cifion 
du ciel, les Ulemas* fureut bientdt d’accord, 
et on le lit enterrer d%|is Tcndroit meme du 
Mufella, devenu celebre par fes vers. Si je 
ne me trompe pas, cette circonftance fe trouvc 
dans Katib celebi. ^ant a moi, tout autant 
que je fuis pqrfe a croire que Hafyz en par- 
la,nt de vin et de l^amour n’entend point • 
fine^e en cela,. de m^me je dois avouer que 
je ne trouve point des obfcenftes en lui, ni 
des exprcflions Tales et grofiidres comme cela 
arrive affez fouvent a Sadi. Je ne puis 
jq’empecher non plus de le regarder comme 
un efprit fort, et je pourrois citer cent ex- 
emples, pour montrer qu’il fe gioque du pro-^ 
phete et db I’Alcorali comme quand il dit : • 

'•XS ^ t) . 



Pour ies po^es TuKs,‘ j!avoue qm je na Iti 
lis pas arec le «ni^me quolque je ccm« 

vieane qu’il y'en a quelqu^-^una qm oat da 
mi^ritej le plus agr^Ue, k mon aVis, eft Ruhi 
Bagdady dont il y a des fatyres admirables. 
Je ne fais pas s’il eft de votre connoUTance. 
Mais la plupait des Turcs ne font que des 
copiftes ou tradudeurS'des'PerfanS) <>t fouvent 
deftitues de goftt et d’barmonie. 

Je ne puis pas ddviner- la faifon qui vous 
fait tsouver, Monfieur, un fens impudique 

dans ce beau vers de Mefihi : 

*' ’■ . ' 

dont Ic fimple fens eft : “ Mon dieu, ne tn’en- 

voyez pas au tombeau fans que j’aye aupa- 

ravant embrafte mon ami,” a moins que vous 

ne faftiez conlifter Tobfc^nite dans I’amitid 

« 

<3’un gar^on, qui eft I’eternel fujet de toutes 

• * * . 
les poefies Orientales aufti bien que ^recques 

et qudquefois Latines. Je vous envoye la 

pips fmche de mes tradudions, en vous prlant 
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de i&e la renvoyer qua^ voiis ea fettz lai^ 
car je n’en at point de copies. . Je fuis, aved 
la plus paifake eftime et ven^nuion, 

Votre tris humble fcrviteur, 

REVICZKI. 


Np. IV.^ . . 

REVICZKWS. JONESIO, S. 

Jtondini, Martii die 7, 176S. 

Dicamne me Kteris tuis deledlatum, 
an eruditum? Pro];fus animi pendeo,»tu in 
£teris omne pun£lum tulifle videris, hoc 
anum reprehendenduih exiftimo, quod con- 
cifione peccept, etfi td prolixitatls notam in- 
currtre vereariS.* Qu6d milTam /id te duarum 
odarum verTionem intemperanti laude efieras, 
qubdve meas elTe aliquid put^ris nugas, id purd 
puta humanitatis ac comitatis tux indicium 
eflle fufpicor; quod autem in Iphalmata mea 
benignus animadverteris, fer^> habeo gratiam, 
uti vice verla, quod tarn parcus fueris in ca£>‘ 
tigand£ orrorum meorum fylvd, indulgentix 
tus adfcribo. Itaque etH fummopere caven- 
4uipi mihi lity.ne^ dum culpam removere ftu- 



dea» qiiam'profiteor,. vi- 

I 

nOn po^m tamen apudazumum meum 
impetrare, ut omni penitus apologfae Cuper- 
fedeam. Quare non incongrunm puto mo- 
nere, me nullo, five oilentatiqpis, five gloriae 

r 

iludio, ad verfus fcribendoa animum appulifle, 
quos jam olim in fcholae limine valere juflbs, 
non ante hos tres menfes, otio me ad id pelli- 
ciente, refumfi j non alk, r?,! iJ.slxviw(rcujs, ratione, 
quam quod, Latine *redditis circiter odis 
mercufialis noflri Hafyzi | 

cujus amor tantum mihi cresrit in horas. 

Quantum vere novo viridis se subjicif aliius : 

in ipfo progreflu operis* tarn immanem^ ob- 
fervavi metapbrafis meae a prototype difformi- 
tatem, ut me laboris faftidium ceperit. Nam 
etfi prsBter illam inficetam, fed religiofam 
verfionem, quam fingulis diflichis fubfcriptaih 
vides, aliam liberiorem et terfiorem, Latina 
sque ac GallicS^ lingua, prae manibus ha* 
beam; tamen no!^ eft minus diferepans a 

textu, quam t j*;;; 

Ilistoria aurifabri ct storearum tc^toris. Hafiz. 
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Accedit, quod fsepU&flp^ td eK|wa m c nd« ii 
umiift moiMfylldn ikifiim, l«^i^edaE 
phrafi iS; utendum. Proinde non abs z« fii- 
turum judicavi« Ugatl nonnunquam oratione 
textual Perfiovn aemulari; cujus tamen qua- 
licunque fuccelTui iliud Temper obftabit, qubd 
in Ghazeld, nulla fit verTuumtcohsefio et 
cujus defe^um l^atina poefis nullS 
ratione admittit. Setf de his afliitlm. 

Libgjm de poefi.Hebrsorum queoi com- 
mendas, epifcopi Oxonienfis, quemve tibi pro 
exemplar! propofuifti,* legi jam alias, et qui- 
dem.magna.cum voFbptate, quamvis in prae- 
Tenfiarum pafum ex illo men^orise mes in- 
hsereat; hoc unum recorder,, quod diiftione 
aequd ac methodo fit praeditus admirabili. 
Flores Graeci et Orientales epiftolas tuae in- 
terfperfi, oppido me deleiiaverunt, et obfervo 
tuum in eorum dcle&u judicium. Propofitum 
autem Orientem viTendi, kudo quidem, fed. 
praevi^ fuAdeo ut linguae feu Turcica; feu vul- 
garis Arabicae ufum tibi familiarem redda^, fi 
profedtum et voluptatem ex itinere illo con-_ 
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fcqiii ^ animuSj qiutidoqi^dem non alii ra- 

tione Mahometanos afiari concedihir. ■ 

♦ 

Quod de fervili Turcarum imitatione dixi, 
non de omni imitadone didum volo. Scio 
enim multos imitando archetypum fuperliley 
uti hoc, Georgica Virgilii, et Hefiodi «sy« **( 
^u-spiu teftantur. , Nec ipfe Hafyz negaverit 
nonnulla fe ab alas mutu^um, utpote quern 
non puduerit fubindd* integros verfus tran- 
icribere : flcut ille eft in ipfo fronds op ere : 
quern, «niutato tantum hemiftichiorum.ordine, 
lezido dlio furnpuit, apud quern ita legitur } 

■ 5 W I , 

ut nihil dican;i de integri fere gfaazeli alio in 
loco, &ccw &c. Oftendor enimvero infulfa 
ilia et pend condnua poetarum Turcarum 
imitatione, de quibus non inepte quis ditfhim 
. putet, 

O imitatores, serrum pecu$ I 

I 

Ut Horadus noller, &c. 

• *■ 

‘ Quatris quid fendam de aliis Perfarum 
po^is ? numve folum Hafyz ore rotundo lo» 
qui cenfeam ? Abfit ! quis enim poteft primam 



Sadti 4 >a^jiam infpu^a:ie» quia & in «3;%ili|i 
rapi fentiaki Immo fcire te .volo, mihi*pti> 
mum iiimulum additum fuiiTe ad Oriratalea 
literas perdifcendas Me Sadii ftrophd, quam 
fortuito didar(;;^lus meus ConftantinopoU re- 
eitavit et interpretatus eft : 

J' !r^ 

^h)f ^ ^} ) / . 
(>/“ {S^ l/ ^ > 

V/j >• / 

*. . . ■ • 

Sed quis non indignetur lepidiiftmum ferip- 
form, a tam illepido metaphrafte, qukm fuit 
meS fententia *Genfms, Latinitate donatum. 
Non diffiteor tamen magis me mulccri lec- 
tione Hafyzi, e6 quod in illo verba fententiofa 
hilaritate mixta deprehendam. Quod Jiamium 
attinet; ctfi ilUus opere deftituar, memorta-. 
men eorum qua Conftantinopoli degens ali-* 
quando legi, non vercor dicel’e poetarum td- 
tius Perfi« ellc feliciflimum. Et quidem j*u- 
dicio Sudij, Hafyz in compluribus divani fui 
Kafiu five i«x»7axi;£3i, quern vulgus rhyth- 



iBCKa irocat, eft ihcomfKurabiiU, uti in iitons : 


* ^ 



: f 8tc.i in aliis rurfuili Uteris eft 


remiffior; in nonnullis denique pland lan> 
guet» quando Jiamii per omnes alphabeti lite- 
ras eadem felicitate decurrit. Ghazelam 


non verti Latino carmine ob 
verfuum incohaerentiam ; fed A profaicam ver- 
fionem et notas defidcras, lubens obfequar. 
Interea mitto hunc noviftimum, non partum 
adhuc, fed embiionem. Vale. Londini, die 
7 Martii. 

P. S. V erfus tuos Arabicos miror meher- 
' cle, non tantum probo ; ded in hoc non aufim 
te semulari. . ■ ^ 


No. V. 

REVICZKIUS TONESIO, S. 

Lmdini, 17 Martii^ 1768, 

Oppido recreatus fum Uteris tuis, 

< / ^ 

praecipu^ verb^ multiplici tud verfione, imi- 

tatione, compofitione. Quarum aagumento 

* 

clard evincis, te non tantum 

f! 

jexemplaria Grscca 

Nocturna vcrs^se xnanu, vers^sse diurna. 
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fed omnem propemoduin Hellemci fermoob 
isivo-nirn xeu ^jfKgurlto'iMy aileCiutum efle« Stilts 
funt veneres in od^ tui ad Venercm, et pie- 
nus laudis conatus in adaequando divino ex- 
emplari. Sed quis poflit iibi a luduj;empe- 
rare, cum obfervaVerit, non tantum nos jac- 
turam pati lepidifliipi operis, fed qu^ illae 
etiam perpaucse reKquix qux fuperfunt, adeo 
Tint mutilatae & depra^tae ? Nam etA lubens 
concedam, textum oda;/ quern tu eligifti, live 
ilium qfiam Dionys. edit. Upton., prsferen^' 
dum elTe Stephaniano, aut cujufcunque eft ilia 
(A diis placer) emendatio, quod in tuo ex- 

emplari major habeatur dialedi raAo, ac plur^ 
inAnt YyT}nen}l^ \ape.r.h,fss ■ tamcn ncgaii non 
poteft complures vel in eo reperiri hiatus, et 
menda, qux nulla fatis explicatione aut fcnfus 
detorAone celari poftlmt. Quamvis autem 
credibile At, .£oliam puellam fuo particular! 
idiomate locutam, cujus leges, state noftra non 
fatis perfpeds Ant : quis tamen putet i£olicam*. 
dialedum. metro et profodis oppoAtam, u't 
nihil dicam de lenAi ipA> in aliquot locis oor- 
xupto ? 
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Elegans omni|io eft verfio ilia tjua de ofcuto 
Agathoais. Confimilis idea eft ia iHo Hafyzi 

diiticho: 

% 

Ml ^ sjy 'y 

^ >J;> t ):/ A 

Id eft, ut oris tui afpe&u frui pollit, anima 
mea tota in labiis meis hseret. Jube ergo 
quod vis ; nam a tiro riutu pendet, utrum 
" cxieus me inanimem relinquat, an ‘vero re- 
diehs me mihi reddat. Audlor Oxct<mt{ 
xaJ wpr,f lubricum Platonis verfum prorfus 
««^»A9ywf ufurpavit : * < “ 

«9’ dvran Swiitzv *a<Va» •i/vy^av' eri"aX\eiy. 

Quod pollicitus fum, mitto tihi ghazelain, 
Eier an Turkic See. cum verfione profa, una 
autem etiam adumbrationem aliquam in verfu, 
alio tempore expoliendam. Velim autem 
mihi perferibap, utrum feias extare aliquam 
' Hafyzi verfionem, five typis editam, five ma- 

• ' a, * 

‘nuferiptam, Latine, aut quovis alio Europxo 
idioinate. Nam quod feiam nullus adhuc 
poetas hujus interpretationem tentavit, prseter 
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primam ghazelam, quae nuperrime iterum in 
analedtis profeilbra Hj^de in publicum eft 
' emiflk. . 

ObTecro te infuper, ut 'isdicare mihi veils, 
ubi locorum invenire valeam librum primum 
lliadis Homeri cum analyfi et nods iif i^m 
fcholarum, in Anglia typis vulgamm, quem 
{imicus mens pro filio comparandum fiagitat. 

Gazda, cujus Jhabi bfft laudas, profe(ft6 le> 
pida eft ; cujus prim! di^chii folummodo re* 
cordor : 

• • 

>5 / ^ O'.' 

, • 

Quamvis Ikrcinas meas colligere incepe* 
rim, ac libros meos in cyftam condiderim ; 
tamen (1 animo tuo arridet, aut fi ad propo- 
(Itum tuum facit, ghazelam hanc, prius quam 
proficifcar, vertendam alTumam. Tu proind^ 
jubf, ac vale. • 


II. 


7 . 
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No. vr. ^ 

REVICZKIUS JONESIO,- S. 

Quod folHo tai^us refpondeam ami* 

ciffimis tuu Uteris, nova et plan^ peregrina 

<• 

^vitaGs hujos fades in caus^ eft. Nec puto 
vitio mihi vertaa, qu6d advenam me, peculia- 

ris gend hole, et invifit aUu, conTuetudo, 

« • 

paulo longius dednyerit; fateor emm me 
nu^iam tali methodo patres^ conferiptos de* 
.. cerni comperiffe. Initio quidem novitate ju- 
cundum vifum, fed fensim eo turbarum pro* 
grefla res eft, ut pr(q}6 pertsdus, Urn fpedaculi. 
Nunc igitur, crefeente; adhuc tumultu, dopii 
manere fadus ducens, odcaiionem na^us Aim 

, c 

literam hanc exarandi. Gratulor mihi im* 

primis quod miiTam ad te carminis Perfici 

verflonem indulgenter receperis, quod me ex 

eo idoneum judicaveris todus divani meta* 

pbtaften. Sed quamvis conceptam de mt 
« 

.opinionem glpriae mihi ducam, non vereor 

tamen adhortationem tuam taxare inclemcntia: 

• * 

Quis enim, nifi cut robur et as triplex circum 
peBus aggrediatur fexcentarum ghazeiiu^um, 
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pro$4 et carminef verfioflem ? Talb coiut^ 
non folt^m ^:oInplure8 annos Vequirit, fed et 
mentem ab omni alio Ihutio vacuam; quae 
non eft mea conditio, cum ego difcipUnas 
iftas non nifi ^er tranfennam tradaae con- 
Aieverim. Nihilominus, quid quod abfolvere 
potero, aliquando in lucem edere conlUtui. 
Clavis Homeri non eft expers, qui a me li« 
brum primum Iliadb cum vocum analyfi pof- 
tulavit ; fed commodius putat pueris ufuve- 
nire opus hoc, quia In illo notae textui funt 
fubjedae; quod in clavi defideratur. «Si tamett 
ad manus eft Vibi clavis Homeri, quaefo in* 
fpiHa? primam ejus pagtnam ; etenim 11 bene 
memmi, catalogus qui^am operi praefixus eft, 
qtu libri hujus et typographi fimul notiriam 
continet. Quamvis me humanitas tua ab 
omni ulteriori opere abfolverit, mitto tamen 
odam illam quam in penultima tui epiftoU 
defujer^fti, eo qu6d rem tibt ^tam fore ar- 
bitror. Eft^ autem, .mediusfidius, non ex. 
facillimis uha, turn fenfu, turn rel maxuni 
metaphrail, ob linguae exoticae continuum 
idioma nulhl fatis periphrall exprimendum. 
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(^xris, quijd Hebtsae et Arabics 

pro|)rietate fentiam, deque lUKi communi 
itfiizx{wi<riuu futuri, JHTO pnetcrito ; refpoudeo : 
quod etfi perraro hebraizare foleam, aut, utt 
veriusjdicatn, facram linguan? in veneratione 
potius quam deliclis, habeam; quod praeter 
unum Veuris Teftameuti codkem, et non- 
nulla de eo Rabinorum €jinnia» nihil le(ftu 
dignum afferat; hoc ^amen ex qualicunque 
illlus ledlione retineo, quod utriufquc inter 
'^grammaticen fumma fit afiinitas, quodve pau- 
citas temporum et modorum in Arabicu> fub> 
ilitutionis eorundem mutux occalio eft; id- 
que lingux Hebrxx eudem mqrbo laboranti 
necelTarid co^venire putem ; 'quamvis hoc in 
lingua Grxca, maxima temporum et mo* 
dorum varietate gaudente, fatis obviura fit, 
ut cum infinitivum pro imperativo ufiirpant. 
Quod autem ad vocum quantitates attinet, 
aliter fentio. futo enim efie Arabum artem 
' metricam longe recenfioris inventionis, utpote 

r • 

paulb ante Muhammedi tcmpora for* 
mam, ai^eptfie perhlbetur, nuUo. veftigio an* 
tiquioris pocfeds. Cujus fi eadem cfiet ratio 
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apud Hebrzos, quod qu^csin motionum con- 

fimilis ufus fiiadere videttir ; quidnl hucufque 

fine ulla* difficukate Ilebraeorum profodiatn 

per anaiogiam afiecuti fuifTemus? 

Ghazela illa^ quain in mifcellaneo quo- 

dam opere fine authoris nomine I^fle te 

fcribis, fi quidem corredte fctipta cOrtils 

fum, quod nihil ^neo adminichlo egui^Sfea. 

Nunc autem prout erdbribus icatet, CEdiptfs 

fim, fi expediam. Quisvnim ignoratin lin- 

guis Oi^ientalibus folam" pun^orum ||iacii-<^ 

ticonim confufiohem maximis difficultatibus 

anfam dare? /^id fi ’accedat litemum ip- 

farum omifiip aut cemmutatio? Hinc qui- 

• * 

cunqfbe led^ioni audoris alicuju^'operam dat, 
mea quidem fententia, duplici exemplar! in^ 
firudus fit oportet, ut cbm impoffibile pen^ 
fit mendorum expertes libros manufcriptos 
reperire, unus alterius ope corrigatur. Et 

haec ell mea methodus. . 

• * 

Refiduum eft, lit pro ItalicO fonetto mihi* 

•• • 

communioato, gratias referam, et taudes qua& 
par eft conferam, epiftolamque concludam. 
Vale. Londini, die 29’ Martii, 1768. ■ 
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. No. VII. * 

JONESIUS REVICZKIO; S. 

Nae tu percomem perque benevolum 

te prsebuifU ! ut qui inter urbs^as occiqpadcmes, 

inter civium feditioforum ftrepitum, inter 

c(unitia atl.fenatores eligendos comparata, oc- 

cafionem tamen captaveris* cum ad me ami- 

cU&me, ut foies, fcribendi, turn carmen Per- 

licum mittendi, idque pnlcherrimum, et abs 

. te Latine converfum. Eft mehercule Hafez 
« « 

nofter, ambroM alendus poeta; et quotidie 
gmtior ihibi jucundiorque Videtur ejus ve< 
nuftas ac pulch|itudo, Integra illius opipra 
in lucem proferendi i& Vertendi, quem^mo* 
dum coepifti, praccipua di^cultas erit verfip 
poetica, fed haec facilior evadet, quam opi* 
ttaris : naiq pennnltae funt, ut putp, Gazella?, 
quas yel ob lententias a noftjris moribus vald^ 
abhorrentes, vel ob iiguras elatiffimas et quaft 
. vel ob difticha nc nunimo 

quidem nexi| inter fe ’cohacrentia, Latinis 
yefiibus non convertes ; ide6que aliquai^um 
levaMtur Heiculeus alioquin labm:. 
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DiiUchon Ulud monuli inihl 

ihjeciiTe (aemldit <ft cum tuo rogatu 
mea infplcerem, ita inficeta miiu Vila ex ilUus 
diftichi interpretatione, lit nulu {dane quadrari 
putarem fervuli Terentiani verba, * 

Davus sum, non (Edipot} 
tibi autem illud Sophodeum, * 

*0 xknvos (^Sites xa^ftfye^* 

utpote qui ex jllo obfcuro et quafi fphingeo 
carmine, fignificationem, ii non perfedhiin, 
(atis taftien luculentam, dicere potuem, illud 
dico cujus inidura : • , 

>^1 C ^' ^ 

, ■ 

Homeri analyfm, in bibliothedl noftdl re- 
perire non potul Sed amicum babeo Oxonu, 
qui librum, de quo percontaris, poilydet. Ad 
ilium fcripfi pridie Kalepd. ,Apnl., ct rogavi 

ut me quiUn citiifim^ certtorem Secret, quis- 

•• « 

fuerit libji illius audor,* et quo loco liber 
fuerit excuAis. 



Niii eflem amantiiSmus veitSatU* et^ab 
omlii ilmulatione averfifnixius, dblereia her- 

t 

cul^ et aegr^ ferrem, te urbem noftram tur- 

« 

bulentiilimis his temporibus vexatam intueri, 

et illain Anglorum undequaqiae percelebratam 

libertatem in efirxnam licentiam (ne dicam 

immanitatefti) .mutatam . videre. £il fane 

refpublica noftra prope dmnitus initio con- 

ftituta, ufque adeb ut nulla unquam vel Grse- 

% 

CSC vel Romanae cmtatis conllitutio fuerit 
]|Jerfe(!3sor j imo, nec Plato nec Ariftoteles, 
nec legumlatorum ullus, m^iorem civitatis 
formam cogitatione compreheddere potuit; 
tam -fuavi enim concentu,et quafi harmOnicd 
trcs pervulgatae rerumpublicarum forms in 
unam fpeciem tam parantur, ut nec Ariftoxc- 
ni tibiam, nec Timothei fidcs modulatiores 
fuiife putem. Per enim eft difficile civitatem 
conftituere, in qud ncc regis dignitas opti- 
tnatftm audloritate, nec procerum poteftate 
populi Kbertas,*nec populi libertatejegum vis 
et majeftas, minuetur. Sic tamen ifi hdc in- 
fula*olimfe res habuit ; et etiam nunc haberet* 
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fi tt^nnulli hon^nes fraenb in {4^ '^oafli 
calcaribus uti maluiffent. ' Ide^ue mihi tdra* 

s 

perare nequeo, quin vehementfer improbem 
ilium Wilkenfium fortem quidem et ihgenio- 
fum virum, fed turbulentum civem, et fc- 
ditionis quail facem atque incendium. Sed 
multo magis pati'iciorum quprundaia inte* 
gritatem ac fidem "require, qui ilium prime 
fuftentabant ac tuebantur, deinde deferuerunt 
turpiter ac prodidtrunt* Si cupis legum 
noftrarum et confuetudinum plenioreaa ha-^ 
here notitiam, perlegas velim Smithi librum 
de republic^ "Anglorum, et Fortefeuei dia- 
lo|;um de laudibus legum Angliai. Primum 

4 • 

Latin^, nec inelegaftter, feripfit Thomas 
Smithus, legates olim noftcr in Gallia fub 
regno Elizabethsc ; alter, libellus eft, de quo 
dici poteft id quod de Iluvio Teleboa feripfit 
Xenophon, Mcyai i^-ey e, xaA©' ie. Auctor fuit 
Angli® cancellarius fub rege, Henrico fexto, 
€t ob turbulenta tempera^ cuih alumno fuo . 
priheipe £dwardo, in Galliam fugit ; ubi, 
cum eflet furamd fenedute, aureolum hnne 
dialogum contexuit. Certe leges noftrse, uf 
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in iSo llbro videbis, peiiapicotir funt com- 
pofitSy ait Pindamsy 

S WXVtWIf^ ^A9’i>dkVi 

^voLtoov Tf HOI oAamtwv', 

Ovros Se aysi 
^ To SixMOtArw, o^tpntA 
Xfi^. 

Et reUqoa,«q[US citat in Qor^a Plato. 

Equidem civi,tatem noRram infplciens, vU 
deor quodammodo liidum Scacchicum (quo 
ludo uterque noftri valdd dele^^amur) intueri* 
enim habemus, cujus dignitatem 
ftreirad defendimus; fed cujus poteftas per- 
brevem habet termimtionem, • Equites, ia- 
l^ttarii, atque alii, patriciorum fpeciem quan- 
dam habent, ^qui belia et negdtia public! ad<i 
miniftrant ; fed prxcipua vis eft in pedidbus, 
feu populo, qui ft ard^ inter fe cohaereant, 
pnefto eft vidtoria ; ft diftrahantur et dilGpen- 
tur, perit utique exercitus. Hsec autem om- 
nia, ut in ludo ^acchico, certis legibus diii- 
^Btur. Denique, cum meipftim conftdero, 

I * ( 

videor mihi ftmilis efte cujufdam, qui duobus 
luferibtts aftideos, ludum ftudiofe contem- 
platur vifendi folum caufi, et dele^tionis. 
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Qu^ fi unquam mih'i capefTere tcmpnliticam 
contingat, inec plaufus mehercul^ q a aBc am 
nec lucrum) fed eotendam) etad eum exitum 
properabo, ut incolumk fenretur pukhenime 
conftituta civitas. 

Sed, nefcio quomodo, etfi brevis «fie in- 
stitui) loquax iio. Ad alia ig^tipr declinabou 

Literas tuas proximas non line timore aliquo 
legi : Quid autem tiiAui ? Nempd tui ex hac 
infuld dUceflu^ nuntiadonem. Cum autem 
nihil ^ eo locutusL (Is) et cum municipiir * 
noftri negotia ad eiptum quemdam perdu- 
cantur ; cum. Jenique' incertos efle fciam re- 
turn humanarum eveptus, et nefciam fi banc 
* 

Qccafionem amilero,. an te pofthac videro, 
ilatui Londinum venire; et fpero propedk 
te, vel Nonis vel VIII Iduum, me vifurum. 
Cura ut valeas. 


No. VIII. ^ 

JONESIUS REVICZKIO, S. 

•• • ^ 

Binas abs te accq>i literas humi- 

nitatis et eruditionis pleniflimas, quibus bene- 

volentiun in me tuam, et ingenii tui lumina» 
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facile pcerfpexi. Utri'ique nuttc fimul re- 
fpondeo. . 

Confilium xneum de libro ihlucetn pft>feren« 
do, ab$ te probari, ut debut, gaudebam et laeta- 
bar, (ut inquit in tragocdia Hector,) a te laudato 
viro laudaru Sed cum duo ilia prope divini 
poet® carmina legerem, incredibilcm animo 
ccpi voluptatem.. Sunt valde bella, ct intcr- 
pretatione tud, tanquath luce aliqu^ illuminari 
videntur. Praetcrea*verfibus ea imitatus cs, 
'‘^ane elegantibus, quos yerfus, (i cuqi opere 
meo edi concedas, pergratum feceria cum 
znihi, turn le<ftoribus; qui gaudebunt, opinor, 
poetam Perlicum audire Latind loqueptem. 
Sin, minus, in thefauris meia latebunt. Aun- 
ysapa tibi quam citifRm^ reddenda curabo. 
Quod autem fcribis, Hos verTus cum iis 
legendis fueris defeflus, mihi reddas velim,’* 
perinde eft ac ft dicas, “ Nunquam reddas ;** 
neque enim fieri poteft, ut iis legendis fatiari 
11110 modo pofiim. 
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No. IX. 

JONfiSIUS- REVICZKIO, S. 

Dai. puta Nov. 1768. 

Tametfi vereor ne ante ex Anglia 
deceiferis quam*hse ad te Jiterulas afierri pote> 
tint, nequco tamen mihi temperare, quo mi- 
nus eas fcrlbaqcu 

Literas. tuas pefliumanas .accepi ; et cum 

eas, turn venuftum ^afizi carmen magn^ 

0 

cum delediatione perlegi,*et quafi devoravi. 

Sed quid opus eft .verbis ? Forfan h«c quaS^ 
nunc feribo, ad^ te non pervenient. Proinde 
etiam atque <ftiam te xogo atque obteftor, ut 
qfiacunque in regione*,itcr feceris, mei memor 
fis, et quam fjepiflime, quam primum, quam 
longiftlmas ad me literas mittas : et tibi per- 
fuade, nihil mihi jucundius unquam vel fuifle, 
v.el fore, amicitia tua. Vale ! 

Die Luna, Cxonii. 

No. X. • 

• • 

Tw FTAIBAMIi* *ION£]SlXl ^oupsiv xai 

• tDlCOOLTieiV . 

’Ofl-ij 0*8 wept res 0 L\\es eitmuLeta Xf 

%fT?ro7T;r, UK Bivetv- rero $= oiSa, in roys etf eus 

y.B^os, woPx/.a ayaSa rr^s o'wmna; ar^'^.cLicx, « fxev rw 
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wmotyi paSiov sir^ Ste^tnat tjjf enjfsvefyf^iaf 

K£fOL?^tx, iis «raf aXaCuJv [u e^emynjnf xai mSbiJ^a^ ra xaXXisrst 
m hhjveu^f m^oTxywv rois tneniaim xfti aravrx 

ffoirov smif^ifiKaevos ortcg r^StrA fiajw Ta fij 

•goirxvrx koli roixurx ris 8k xv Tforieiri fiXffjruj¥, xai fiyi cv 
6oj(m$ Tx mpxYf^xrx aji, ns hk x¥ xfi^ti^x^xi a xi^otiy rir 
ffxa^a eS£?Kr^<ru £ ; kxi Si/i Eirir^XXof xoi daitef uTrexxPf^V^^ ^ f^dc 
AiX, els BsX^ilbvos xvTXTf^iihvxt svsiyer^, xKXx ^wxyfis 
fje}yXH^S fi>^As 6>^i5xy xxf fix>urx eiSttis on 8x oXiycpfi^ra^ 
TUT/ sfMtfv Ypxfj^ix^d'foy* Tx Se BvSgv vrottx ypx^to troi, gyvws'X 
yxf tfSi) mfiv pL^x Svitxt oinxSe xtj9is xxrigyx^j xxi Ivx /tij /xxkf»s 
XTnleiyu res Ix«reuw « kxi xyrtioXof mTKt^ T’tffii 

woXXf^ iveiSov P‘01 rijv fuvoiav vfOj Bfjie rovxvlr^v xxt wpos T9- 
>9ifroy rt» Xfova SiaipvXxrlBiv^ Epputcro, 

TtjY [ij^Tepx KXI aSs\frjV kbXsum* kxi G/xoAoyi2/ 

mrrxis %a/j<v, rY^s ts ^e\ov xySgx fpro<fe^. 

TjiTfl fSuFoyri. r 


No. XI. 

JONESIUS REyiCZKIO, S. . • 

Nictete Ligurum, 4 Cal. Febt^. Jntio J770, 
Miraberis forfan, nec fan^ injuria 
mlraberis, cum acceperis a me ex hac-regione 
Uteras ; non enim ifthlnc feribo, ubi aut Ta- 
meiis aut Ids deliciae meae allabuntur, fed ubi 
xmure Ligudicum Alpibus maritimis minatur. 

. In urbecul^ hac amceniflim& trimeflris 
piop^ commoror ; Her! igitur non potuit, ut 
In Anglid cum eflem, literaetuae exoptatifllma: 
ad me perferrentur, quarura unae pridie Ca- 
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lend. Septembris, akera: decimo-nono 

Jaauarii da^ funt ; utneque mlhi erant*ja- 

cuodiffimae; quo loagiores, eb me deledabaut 

ma^s. Libellos tuos de re militaii legendo 

devorare, incredibiie eft quantum aveam, fed 

in aedibus Spencerianis, ut accept Londini 

fervantur. Unum exemplar ad, me afferet 

• • 

prima navis onerapa, quae hue ex Britannii 
appulerit ; tria reliquaVurabo, ad tres amicoa 
tuos, (imo meos, ft tui.ftnt, licet a. me ne 
afpe^lu quldem cognitos) ftdelit^r et c^lerU3&' 
quantum fieri poteft, perferenda. Opus iftud 
in Germanii Jaudari, nec miror e^uidem et 
valdb gaudeo. Primus de eo mentionem 
mihi, fecit nobilis Germanus, "vir comis, ut 
videtur, et amabiiis, quern Mediolani quaefto* 
ris ofticio fungi puto; is poUicitus eft, non 
folbm ad me opus tuum mittere, fed etiam 
certiorem facere, quo modo valeres, et qui> 
bus verbis ad te literas inferiberem ; quod ob 
promifliim ita ketabar ut nunquam alias ve-’ 
hementius;* Sufpicabar enim (ignofee injuftse 
fuipicioni) me ex memorii tua propd efflux- 
ifle, et defperabam a te epiftolam accipere, 



2152 


nifi te prinius ad fcribendum provocarem. 
Interea perlatx funt ad me tnnse tuae expec- 
tatiffimas literae ; qulbus accelTerunb carmina 
qyatuordecim, non tantiiin verd lyrica, fed 
digna qus aurcse lyra: fuccinantur: quod 

i 

verd ihe idoncum putas qui de iU judicium 
feram, tantum fane glorior, quantilm abeft ut 


me tali honore digner ; fed ut ut fe res habeat, 
omnia cum notis meis qualibufcunque ad te 
tunc remittam poll; ^ceptum. ad hafcc literas 

^relponfum ; nolo enim tarn belle exaratas 

( 

chartulas tabellariis committere, quorum non- 


dum fit ccrta atque explorata iides. 

Decimo-quarto ut opinor die, haec accipies, 
quibus amabd refpondere ne cundteris; ac 
tibi perfuadeas nihil mihi jucundius heri pode, 
quam tuarum quicquid fit litcrarum. Per- 
contaberis forfan quibus me obledtaverim 
ftudiis, poft tuum cx pati'ia ihea difcelTum. 
Hjbc ut denarrem paucis, te morabor. Inter 
jalias occuparionesy librum mcum de poeit 
pAfiittica perpolivbcquem'ad te mittere cum 
meditarer, idcdque accuratius refcribere. coc' 
piflem, ecce ! majus quoddam interyenit ne- 
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goti^um. Rex Damat, laudafidbe txufoKs adb^ 

. lefcens, tjui^o tetppore 'in Londinfofi 
habitabat, me (nefcio qui fami fib! notum) 
acceffiri jubet: oftendit codicem Perlicum, 
lads amplum, qai vitam ac res gelba c^leber- 
rimi illlus tyranni Nadirlhah died, condneret: 
ait fe percupere libnun ilium gallh:^, ad vet* 
bum reddkum videi% ; alia addit comius qukni 
verius. Quid multa? l!)pus fum arduum ag- 
greflus, quod me per majorem anni jam elap« 
n partem occupatum . diftinuit, hiftoriam in** 
fex libros divifam dtcendi genere Alladco, 
ddd reddidi ; *accedunt notulae quaedam ne- 
cefTai^, et de. poetis qyos Alia tulerat, brevis 
dilTerfatio, cui unum'atque altarum Hafezi 
carmen adjeci, (plenum fcio erroribus, fed 
iis quibus ignofeent do£d, et qui indo^os 
latebunt). Haee omnia vix dum ad umbilicum 
perduxeram, cum difcipuli mei (qui tui Tem- 
per jnemof eft) fororula, mod>o fhnxijS' cor- 
repta repeqje lit, ftajuerit^ue pker ejus cum 
familiS vel'in Italic vel in Gallii Tranfalpin^ 
hyemare. Coadus igitur fum hiftoriam meam 
(quam in lucem proferri rex voluit) Gall! 

II. A A 



cuju£]am fatU iidi cur2e> committee;, qul ex- 
cuforis errore^ ctxrigeret Is me nuperriind 
certiorem fecit, librum jam efle exoifum ; et 
CUrabo eum ne ad regem quidem ipfum citius 
qu^ ad te mittendum. < Patriam itaque 
meam reliqui, et poft nimis longam Lutetiis 
commorationem, Lugdunum verfus iter fe> 
clmus, velocifiimo Rhodani iluvio deve^ii ; 
et Malliliam, Forum^Julii, atque Antipolim 
praetergreffi, hac regione venimus j — 

^ V«r ubi purpureum gemmis hdentibus hortos 

Pingit, et ^ pratis exulat acris hycms. 

^ < 

Diutlus tamen hic quam vcllem, commo- 

rabimus ; fed puto nos ad Calendas Juniaff in 

*’ • 

Angliam reyerfuros. ' Meditor equidein, fi 
qua fefe obtulerit occafio, circiter Idus Fe- 
bruarias Liburnum navigare, et cum Flo- 

rentiam celebrem illam Triumvirorum co- 

* 

loniam, et renafcentium literarum cunas, 
turn Romam ,laudatarum artium omnium 
'procreatricem, et ^ortafle Neapolim viferc. 
Qmdquid de iflu navigatione ftatuero, certior 
fiec. Si roges quo modo me hie obledlem, 
baud multis refpondeo. Quidquid habot 
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muficorum ars tenenim ac molle, quidquid 
mathefls difficile ac recondltum, quidquid ^6- 
nique elatuoi aut venuftum vel poefis vel 
piiSturo, in eo omni» fenfus meqs et cogitationes 
defigo. Nec rei militaris notitiam negligo, 
qui vir Britannus line fummo opprobrio ca-^ 
rere neutiquam potefl. Multa palarid formone 
fcripil ; inter alia, Kbellum d$ reda juventutis . 
inftitutione, more Arift^teleo, hoc eft, 

Prxterea tragoe3iam contexere inftitui, quam 
infcripl^ Soliman, cujus, ut fcis, amabiUffimua**' 
filius per hovercs infidias miferrimd trud- 
datus eft : — ^plena eft* tenerorum affeduum 
fabula, et co(hurno ^fchyleo elatior, utpote 
queCimaginibu's Afiaiticis fit alyindantiftima. 
Mitto tibi carmina duo ; unum ex Hafizio 
depromptum ; alterum e poeta Arabo perao- 
tiquo fumptum, — ^in hoc tamen imagines ad 
Romanam confuetudinem aptavi. Mitto in> 
fuger, ne quae pars paginae otigtur, epip-amma 
Graecum, quo cantiuncplam Anglicam fum* 
imitatus. • Vale ; et ichedas tuas tunc ex> 
peda cum te has literas accepifte certior fattus 
fuero. 


A A 2 



„ Nq. XII. 

JONESIUS N. HALHEDO, S. 

Jucundae liuhi fuerunt Uterube tuse, 
id per^exeriin, quod,, maxima vellenif 
neinp<^ te baud ignorare quanta fit mea in te^ 
^ tui fimilfss, benevolentia. Mill protinus, 
ut petebas, »1 amicos meos literas, quibus eos 
edam atque etiam fum hortatus, ut caufae 
perindd &verent tua^ ac ii ciTet mea. Quod 
petentibus nobis morem geflerint, ^et mihi 
c«^. fecerint pergratutnj et Hbi ipHs non 
inutile, quippe mes efga illos voluntati mag* 
nus accedet cumulus. , M^ori tamen opinor 
frudu negotium tuum potero promovere, 
cum in Britanniam rediero; ac tibi velim fit 
perfuafiflimum nulla unquam in re iludium 
meum atque amorem roganti tibi aut deefe 
aut defore. Quod ad valetudinem meam 
attinet, belle habeo : fed obledationibus careo 
quarum defiderium nequeo non moleftd 
Ihre. Cum primum hue venerim^ vifu gra* 
d0knae erant ex res, quas in patria noftrS, 
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tuoi atit ne rar6 quidam, videmus 
myrtus, mala aure^, pahhae, vkieta, aromlta* 
ec in medi^ hyeme fiorum fuaTiffimorUin 
copia. Sed amotS tandem quam novitas 
fecum afiert, jueunditate, fallidium quqddam 
fubeft ac fatietas. A man Liguftico vix tri» 
ginta paiTus diftat diverforioli mei feneftra; 
fed, ut pulchr^ Ovidius, 

Una est immensi cserala forma mans* 

Nihil itaque reftat aliud, nili ut cum M. 
Tullio ihidlus numerem, vel cum Archymedd 
atque Archyti arenas medar. Credibile non 
eft, quantum me hujufce loci taedeat, quan- 
tumque Oxonii e^e.dupiam, ubi vel tecum 
jocari, vel cum Poro philofophari poftim. 
Velim, ft non moleftum erit, ad me faepiika 
fcribas ; nam et tu quid agas, et quid a noftris 
agatur, certior fieri cupio ; fed Latind, ft pla* 
cet fcribas, et hilar^, amovenda eft enim ea 
qui angi videris triftitia. Me ama, quemad- 
modum ego te: humanieribus literis da ope* ' 
ram, ut foies ; mufas cole ; philoibphiam ve- 
nerare; multa fcribe die, multa nodibus; 



itatamen ut valetudinem tuam etires diligent^]*. 
Vafe. 

, Data Calendis Mardisi Anno 1770; 

Nicaa Ligurum. 

* ‘ 

No. XIII. 

JONESIUS REVICZKIO, S. 

■ Nicaa Liguruni^'Daia 1 Calcnd. April. Awto mo. 

Credibile non eft, quantum tuo angar 
filentio, aut enim, quod fieri nolim, literas 
meas 4 Calend. Febr. datas non accepifti, 
aut, quod erit. injucundius, tuum ad me re- 
fponfum, it itinere excidit, aut denique, quod 
fufpicari nefas eft, tud p(*nitu'8 effluxi menloria. 
Scripfi ad te ‘cx hdc regione literas, non (ut 
de fuis ad Lucceium ait Cicero) valde bellas, 
fed eas tamen, quas tibi fatis gratas fore puta- 
bam, utpote quae et bene perlonga: eflent, et 
multa de pieis rebus continerent. Poft de- 
bitum temporis kitervallum, refponfum tuum 
cupid^ expedabam ; quotidie rogit^bam, num 
quae a Vindobona literae ? Nullae : idem alio 
4|e "alque alio atque alio rogabam : nullae. 
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Sollicitus efTe coepi, et niea indies vehemend^ . 
.augebatur expedatio : liullx adhuc literSe! 
et duo prop8 jam elapfi funt menfes, fed nihil 
abs te literarum. Ecquid adeo faciam ? ecquid 
capiam conlllii ?«Chartulas tuas (quas ad te 
remittendas volebas) vereor incertis tabellariis 
committere j tu iis iqterea baud facile cares : 
cacterum, Jicdt eas,* ante acc^tum a te re^ 
fponfum, remittere ne^ueam; notas tamen 
meas hie fubjicio, quas, fi minims placent, in 
ignem conjice ; funt, ut velle videbaris* om-» 
nino ariftarchicse et -forfan morofse nimis. 
Libellus tuus de re militari Turcarum, oppido 
mS dele£tabat^ nihil ee vel utilius, et ad tern- 
pora *accommodatius, ‘efle potelh Cum du- 
bium fit, an haec ad te perventura fit epiftola, 
breviloqucns efle cogor, ne prorfus cum ven- 
tis colloquar, et bonas boras inanitdr confu- 
mam. Rule urbi circiter Idus Apriles va- 
ledjcam: iter Italicum, quod meditabar, in 
aliud tempus difiuli. Vale, ibi Carole, et- 
mei memor fis, ut ego Temper tui. Cum iii 
Britanniam rediero, longiores et hilarior^s a 
me literas frequenter accipies. 



JONESIUS REVICaaCIO, 

Tametfi prius ex hoc loco dece- 
dere ilatui) abs te reiponfum accipere 

potero, occafionem ad te fcribendi praetermit- 
tore nec vojp, nec debeo. Vald^ tlbi afTentior 
(ut in alils omnibus) peregrinandi dulcedinem 

4# * 

laudanti : nihil unqua!m aut utilius autumavi, 
aut jucundius. Qiunto. mihi gratior elTet 
peregmato mea, li mihi Vindobonam vifere 
liceret, ubi tecum col|oqui, tecum philofo- 
phari, teCum in loco deApere, .tecum poefeds 
reconditas gemmas eruere poAem. Dum 

** r * * 

felicitate careo, jure quodam meo de cxteris, 
quibus abundo voluptatibus, male loquor. 
Plfplicet Gallorum hilaritas odiofa; et ob- 
fcurum quiddam habet coeli Italic! placida 
jferenitas. Adeo mei amans Aim (hoc eA» 
adeb Aim amens) ut me benevolentia tua dig* 
tiiorein eAe putem ^quam antehac. Nefcis 
quantum ab illo xnuter quern in Anglid vi> 
difti. Fui adolefcens, fui impnidentior ; 
nunc metotum humanioribus MuAs devoyeo; 
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ct nihil vehementer p^o prater, Virtuteoiy 
qui nihil divinius ; Gl|)xiain„qui nihil flica> 
tali preliofius ; ac tuam denique amicidsna* 
qua nihil dulcius ede poteft. Ne literae meas 
prorfus ilUteratae fiat, ecce dbi epigjramma« 
quod node qu^am fereni fecorat anucus 
quidam mens, et quod* ejus ragatu, Giaecd 
verti. labt ut opinor plaeebit, nam ad Me* 
leagri et aliorum in* Anthologia podatum 
mentem videtur accedere. A^ix(uu, 5cc. 

No. XV. 

JONESIUS r'EVICZKIO, S. 

. * ' Jd, SuintU. 1770 . 

• • 

Nx ego levis homo .fum atque in* 
certus! Totam Europam transvolo, nullibi 
diu commoror : in Liguria hyemavi ; in Gal- 
lia, verno tempore fruebar; Germaniae finibus 
aftatem ago ; fi modb seftas vocari poteft plu- • 
vipfa hsecce et ingrata teiqpeftas. , Poflura 

certe ab hoc loco chartqlas tuaS, fine metu, ad 

*• • • 

te remittere, ac te majorem in modnm hortor, 
ne cunderis eas in lucem proferre. Dignae 
funt, et tuo judicio, et dodorum omnium laii-_ 



dibns. Hoc dico fine ^nditiis, quas a me 

procfiil habeo. Notae m'^,qtias acctipifti,errori- 

b«# plenae fiHit, quos velim excofas. Nam cum 

eilem Nkaex, turn veterum libris* turn castok 

(qtabiis uti foleo) adminicults, (plane cami, et 

etiam none careo. Accepi abs te literulas 

Galilee feripCas, cum od^ fn primis laudandl. 

In ea mlbi perplacuit faciti^ ilia tranlltio : 

Std ilandst amori strut lachryrnse breves* 

Q.uas sanguinis vfs, ^uas pietas cupit. 

Mo:£* iiube abacta* Sol tenehras 
Dlscutiens* melius iiitebit. • 

Crede mihi, a fletu, cum hsec legerem, vix 

. teraperare potut. Ita eiiim a natura afficior. 

Tit magis pulchrA ac tenerd fimplicitate moVear, 

quam elatiffiirfis pocTeos figuris ; inde fit, ut 

plus me deleflent divini ilia Pindari, ’OtraSe 

■xipiKipcs Ze:;, ct qu3c fequuntiir, quam ela- 

borata AquiljE et -^tnae mentis deferiptio, 

'Ecquidadeb ad te mittam, ne prorfus immunis, 

tuo fruar munert? Ecce tibi carmen, quod 
• « ' 

(fi nihil aliud) comtaendat certd vetuftas. 

Ridebis : non eft illud quidem, in -Anttmiae 

Deiphinse nuptias; immo laudes continet 

.prindpis anliquifllmi Sinenfis, cujus nomen 
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^ meinori^ excldit ; fcio juMvotruxxaSey efle. Giim 

opera Confueii a Couplei|b aliifque reddka 

legerim, non potui non demirari cum venera* 

bilem lententlarum dignitatem, turn ctiam va- 

rias carminvffti i^lliquias, quibus ojnantur pbi- 

lofophi illius ccdloquia. Carmina ea ex 'Te- 

tuftiflimis pbefefts Sinicae momimentis ex- 

cerpta funt, ac praetipud a libro Xildtn dido, 

cujus in regis Galliae bibliothecd nitidum extat 

exemplar. Statim mihi in animo erat, verba 

Sinica inlpicere ; codicem manu fumpH, et 

poll longum lludium; odam unam cum ver> 

fione Coupletil comparare potui, atque adeo ' 

fiAgu’las voces, feu pqtius figuras, ad cCyx^vanv 

quaii'dam reducere. flanc igitur odam ad te 

mitto, ad verbum redditam. MiriRca ell in 

eA. cum majellate conjunda brevitas : finguli 

vprficuli quatuor tantum conllant vocibus. 

Unde fit, ut in iis funt frequentiilima:, 

qU£ carmen eo fublimius reddunt, quo ob- 

fcurius. Addidi verficncm poeticam, qua; 

•* 

unuinquemque verfum ad Confucii menteni 
expofui ; luculente nccne, minus laboro f tu 
modo judica : falls habeo fi tibi arrideat. 
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Minime te latet, phik^phiim ifitim, quem 
Platonem Sioicum a^^lare au4eo, cirater 
lexceotenos ante Cbriftum anntra fionuEej is 
autem banc odam citat, tanquam fuis ttmpo- 
libos perantiquani; eft igUur pretiofe vetuftatb 
quaft gemma, quae oftendit, in omni tempore 
apud omnes populos, eand^m efle poeieds vim, 
eafdem imagines.. Reftat diud opus, de quo 

S 

loqoar necefle eft ; ne'^ forte literae mes per* 
longae 4 Calend. Febr. datae exciderint, in 
' qciibus totana rem ab initio denarravi. Vitam 
dico tyranni Perfici Nadir Shah, quam e co- 
dice Ailatico G allice verfam edidi; opus in- 
gratum perfeci rogatu Kgis Danix, Angufti 
mei, quern magnam Europae ipem baud du- 
bito afErmare. Is mihi in primis juiTit, ut 
opus fide et pent religiole redderem ; ut notas 
adjicerem neceftarias; ut denique brevem de 
.po&G Pcrfaium difiertationem operi fubjun- 
geresn. Penfun^ meum ut potm, ncc fipe 
faftidio, perfolvi ; fed ita feftinanter ac pro- 
pere, (rex enim me identidem ut feftinarem 
urgebat,) ut liber fit erroribus pleniflimus, et 
prsefertim diifcrtatio de poefi, in qud decern 
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Hafiizi (Mas vertere aufus fum, nec exenipkril 
corre£tb (%et ijplendli^roo), ogc ullo tomf 
nino U&6 commentario. Scripli ad RiveSiiia 
Angjise vicarium, eumque xogavi ut ad te £<- 
brum celerU^r {uitteiit ; quod ipero !&£tumoa. 
Ignofce, amabd te, «rroribus quos vitare fisr- 
fan in fummd otii copi^ non poflem, acdum 
in, iis temppris aaguftiis. Tgno&e, ii duat. 
Odas quas ad me imiifli ^ijC ^ ^ 


et carteris adjecerim, cum Gal> 

lica folummodb verAone. Ignofce, fl de amif 
CO meo, arnica/ ut par eft, incident mentlo ; 
regem enim meum fcire volui quanti te . 

* • * a 

ciam. Ad ’caetera bcnevoientix tua> indicia, 

• • 

baud parum accedet ponderis, IS errores meos 
In hoc libro notare velis, prscipud in dif* 
fertatione, quam feparato volumine edere 
ftatuL Rex Danix, ut accepi, opus meum 
vehementdr probat, et mihi honores nefcio 

quos meditatur ; cogitanti eiftm illi, quonam 

» 

me compenlaret munere,' dixit amicus quidam' 
meus, vi’r nobiliftimus, me pecuniam nec 
dcfiderare, nec magni facerc, fed honoris, ut 
rebatur, eflc appetcntem. » 
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Libellum tuufti d6 TUreaimm rt imlitari ad 
re^m mittendum ci^vi ; tuns qiiia eo lec- 
tore dignus eft, turn quia te habet au&orem. 
Cave credas, me Uteris hifce finem dedifte, 
quia nihil aliud habeo quod« dioam ; aftluit 
enun animus meus reruin copiS, et mihi 
long^ difficitius eft, ftyli impetum temperare, 
.quam fcribendi materiem invenire. Sed nolo 
patientid tu^ ufque ad^b abuti, ut aures tuas 
nimi^ loquacitate defatigem. Valetudinem 
team, ft me amas, cura. 

No. XVI. ^ 

REVICZKI a Monj. JONES. . = 

• ■’ Vienne, ce 9 Aout, 1770. 

En verity, Monfieur, vous n’etes pas 
fort k plsundre de ce cliangement continuel 
de climats et de lieux ou vous dites etre en- 
. gage depuis un an enticr. C’eft le plus grand 
bien a mon avis, qui puifte arriver a un homme 
^ui d’ailleurs a toutes les difpofitions pour 
voyager j vous avez pafle les rigueurs de 
I’hyver, fous un ciel doux et tempere en 
ItaUe, le printems en France et en Angleterre j 
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il voQS re&e a pafler auicconfio* de TAIr 
lems^e, daits un^ endi|pit. qui eft le rendez- 
vous general de toute TEurope, et oil r<»i 
vmt d’un coup d'ceil, taut de difiereutes na- 
tions allemUees ; cela n’eft-il pas charmant ? 

t 

ou a*eft-ce pas la la partie eftendelle des voy-^ 
ages, tFGAAwy aySccev'wv yvouvcu yoo> ? ^ 

Je fens pourtant combkn un homme de. 
lettres peut s'j trouv^ manquer de fecoure, 
et de commodites pour pouiler fes etudes, et 
cela fepl pent dimlnuer en partie 1 q plaiEr 
qu’on a de voyager. . Je vous fuis tres obligd 
de la bonte que vous avez eu de m envoyer 
cette^ piece de votre f^con, qui me paroit tres 
rare* dans fon genre ) mais, de ^ace, depuis 
quand avez-vous fait lacquilition de la langue 
Chinoife ? c’eft un talent que je ne vous con- 
noilTois pas encore ; mais vous ne mettez point 
de homes a votre polyglottie. J’en fuk , 
d’autant plus char me que je pourroisau moins 
compter fur la tidelite ^’une feule tradudiod. 
de^ cette Jangue, le peu que nous en avons 
me paroilfant fort fufped: ; votre, piece a outre 
le merite de I’antiquite, celui de lelegance de 



la Terfion* JTatteftds avec imj^ttence la vie 
de €h4Ii Nadir^et je v|ius fais mes ffemercimens 
pour ^attention que vous avez en poor moi 
ett chargeant le fous>fecret£ure d*etat de me 
fake tenir un exemplaire, je nc fuia pas moins 
curieux de lire ce que vous y avez ajout^ fur 
la po^fie des Onenteaux. 

Vous fetes bien bon, Monfieur, de fou- 

a 

tnettre votre ouvrage a mon jugement ; vous 
favez combien peu Vous rifquez, et vous fetes 
Ken fur d’entriuner mon foible fufirage. J’y 
trouversd pourtant une faute que n*ell pas 
mfeme Ifegfere ; a favour, la mention honorable 
que vous y avez fait de moi, qui Tai mferiie 
fi peu, et q?ii Taurois du moins tachfe de 
mferiter, fi j’avois pu m’y attendre. II y a 
cettefois-ci quelques dames et cavaliers d^ici a 
Spa, qui tous enfemble valent bien la peine 
d’fetre connus. On me dit que milady Spen- 
coreft I’amie intime de la Princefle Efterhazy, 
vous connoitrfez par don moyen un amiable 
et refpe^able Dame, et qui fait grand cas des 
geni’dc mferite. 

Je n*ai rien a vous envoyer prefentiment 
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qui vaille la pehie ; je me referve ee plaiiit 
pour une autre occafion, ^ fuis en attendant 
avec tout le rd!ped; et vei|^ra^leafy 

Votjre tres humble/erviteur, 

REVICZKI. 


No. XVII. 

REVICZKIUS JONESIO,‘S. 

• Vifiinte^ 16® Octobris^ 1770* 

Etll nihil jcerti conftare poflit ex no- 
villimis tuis literis, quo terrarum concefleris 
ex Thermis Spadanis,' tamen ex hoc ipfo li- 
ientio arguo te inprxfentiarum Londini com- 
morari. Opiaionem meam corroborat tarda 
literarum tuarum perc^tio j nam toto illo 
tempore quo in Hungariam divertens, hinc 
aberam, epiftola tarn exoptata fruftratus fui, 
nec nifi in reditu diu jam hserentem ac pene 
obfoletam deprendi. Utinam eveniat, quod 
tantopere concupifcere videris, quodve mihi 
fumfho gaudio foret; ut, neihpe, poft tot 
exantlata itinera, Vindobonam tibi vifere li- ^ ‘ 
ceat.’ Leves et frivoli Galli ; molles et encr- 
vati Itali ; torpidi fortafle 6c moroll Germa- 
V, II. jj j{ 
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^ • 

ni, fed tiec fie ^ernandi^ ui^ote qui pro ele«> 
gaiitioribus naturar. dodlms folidiores nadi, 
caqdore et hofieft^e advena- 

rum aqimos devinciunt. Med quidem nihil 
interefi hoc de Germanis teflimonium ad- 
hibere : namque in Germanid non, fecus ac 
nuper in Anglid peregrinua verfor ; et nemo, 
nifi remm ac locoram ignarus> Hungaros 
Germanis adnumeravent, adeo genio, linguA, 

V. 

moribus, ac naturd ipfd inter fe difiidentes : 
fed fatenda eft ingenud veritas, neque diffiteor 
me hic locorum fatis ad nutum vitam agere. 
Tu, qui aequiis rerum eftimator es, facile, ut 
opinor, in eandem fententiam abibis, idemque 
de hoc populo judicium tuleris. Oppido te 
Immutatuih dicis; idedque te mihi magis 
placiturum fperas, quod, fepofitis juvenilis 
setatis obletlamentis, totum te Uteris et virtutis 
Audio addixeris ; at ego te talein revidere malo, 
qualem in Anglia cognitum admiratus fum, 
nec vidi quidquam quod reprehendere poflem. 
In eo autem yef maxime te fufpexi, quod 
feveriftimas difeiplinas et fummum in iiteras 
ardorem, tam feite lufibus et voluptatibus 
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terhperare noveiis. Cave ne ita te fludiis !m<» 
mergaSy ne vits gaudia, ipariSim per fe dura« 
tura, prastermittas, quibul taata cum Uteris 
ell alBnitas, ut iis nemo, nili fapiens et etu- 

ditus, re6l^ frui cenfendus fit. Cave etiam, 

• • 

ne idemHibi eyeniat iq provediori aetate 'con- 
quer! quod adolefcenti ill! Horatiano, dicenti ; 

* > • 

Qure mens est hodie, cur eadem non puere^fuit ? 

Aut cur life animis incolunjes non redeunt gfense ? 

» 

Quod autem Mq/as pudicas et aVoffaoira; efle 
alunt, id fabulofum plane et foli fidlioni con- 
veniens eft; nam et ipfe carmina jacere ^inter 
molles pulvillos amant . — Jam ad alia digredior, 
— ^Verfionem tuam libri Perfici, quain jam 

alias pollicitus eras, ijjimo etiam mifilTe %- 

• • 

nificaveras, hucufque non vidi, ’neque cur 
nondum appulerit intelligo; ac proinde ol>* 
fecro, ut ubi dcliteat inveftiges. Carmen 
.Anglicum venul^iflimum ejufque duplicem 
ac elegantilfimam metaphrafin magna cum 
dele(fltitione Icgi atque etiam felegi j miror 

a 

autem quod lam parum coift^tus efle videaris 
LatiqS, quic mihi mire placet. 


5 B ? 



, N|. XVIII. , 

JONESIUS REVICZKIO, S. 

Londinif 11 Noyt. Mart. Anno mi, 
Dii Deaeque perdant rct’V iifoppyjrw)/ 

noftros, qui mihi per hos fex menfes polliciti 
iint, fe cjomplures meos libellos ac literas ad 
te miflilros ; (juod cos necdum fecifle video, 
nec ftatim faduros arbitror ; aiunt fe occafio- 
nem nondum habuifle, et propter belli Hif- 
panifi fufpicionem (quae jam nulla^^eft) diuti- 
nis impediri negotiis. Nequeo tamen a me im- 
petrare quin ad te feribam j multa enim di- 
cenda habeo ; quam yellem coram ! Jam indO 
a reditu nveo in Britanniam permagn.i cura- 
rum varietate fum quafi irretitus : circumftant 
amici, fodalcs propinqui ; hortantur ut poefin 
ct literas Aliaticas aliquantifper in exilium ire 
jubeam, ut eloquentiaD ct juris Audio navem 
operam, ut in fori cancellis fpatiar, ut, uno 
verbo, adlor caufarum, et ambitionis cultor 
fiam. Equidem iis baud aegre morem gefli, 
etenim folus per forenfes occupationes ad 
primos patrix mc« honores aperitur aditus« 



Minim eft quam fim fix^yos. Ecce 

me adeo oratorem. Eruntpbfthac literae mes 
■mtXiTiKMrtfcu » et, ft velit fortuna ut. ad capeft> 
Tendam remp'ublicam aliquando aggrediar, tu 
mlhi eris alter Atticus, tu mihi conftliorum 
omnium, tu mihi arcanorum particeps. 'INoli 
tamen putare me omnino manfuetiores literas 
negligere : poemata ^qusedam patrio iermone 
fcripta in lucem propedl^m edere ftatui ; tra- 
goediam Soliman di£lam , in theatrum tunc 
adducam, cum hiftriones invenero dignos, 
qui cam agant; prasterca poema epicum in- 
gentis argumenti*(cui Britanneis nomen) con- 

tex^re inftitui j fed illudfane eoufque difteram, 

• * • 

dopec.mihi otii quiddaqi, cum aliqud dignitate 
junctum, concedatur. Interea belliflimos lego 
poctas Perftcos ; habeo codicum manufcrip- 
torum lautam copiam, partim a me coemptam, 
partim mihi commodatam ; inter eos, com- 

plures funt hiftorici, philofophi, et poetse mag- 

■ ** * 

ni apud Perfas nominis. Poem^a Jamii quod . 

Y ufuf ZuleTkha vocatur, mihi in primis placet;, 
fingula difticha (quorum inftar quatuor njille 
et feptuaginta continet) funt verse ftellulae. 
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tacra luminaj fcx hujus UljeUi pulchtrtiiiia 
lc;xemplam Oxonij habemus, /|uorum Ununi 
accurate fcribitttr, vocalibus inilgn^ar, et notis 
OoUi itluftratur j aliud exemplar ipfe polSdeO) 
^uod, fi tempus fuppetat, cj^cudi ciiraboi Tu 
inteirea ecquid agis ? Pergifne Hafizum tuum 
ornare, jlluminare ? Equidem perlibenter 
Opem meam (quantula. fit cunque) cditioni 
ininiftrabo, fi veils Londinl Ubrum tuum ex- 
cudi j led vix puto quenquam^ rwbypxfxy fuis 
ilium fumptibus excufurum, nifi fint Hafizi 
carmina vel AnglicS vel Gallice verfa ; nam 
credibil^ vix eft quam pauci fint in Anglia viri 
nobiles qui Latine fciant^ Suadeo itaque, ut 
notas et verfionem fidaiti Gallico fermcxle fcri- 

c 

basj poteris tamen Odas abs te Latinis verfibus 

redditas open fubjungere: puto etiam linguam 

Gallicam veftratibus gratiorem fore quam 

Latinara. Satis bene fc habet nova Menin- 

Ikii editio j novorum charaderum Arabicorum 
♦ • # 

Specimen ad.te mitto, in quibus fi quid minus 
elegans videas, aftiabo le, quam primum edi- 
eas, ut citilfime corrigatur. Unum Hafizi 
carmen tabulli xnc4 incidi curavi; tt forfan 



(fi auram abundet) totum Jamllpoema eodem 
modo iacldi %Iam ; quell opus^chartis feripis 
impreflunf, et ornamentis'Uluftratum, arbitror 
Bengali praefedo et caeteri's Indiae principibua 
gratum fore.. I^ber meus ad te miflua, ubi 
lateat nefcio ; fed aliud exemplar, idque ni- 
tidius et corredius, ad te primi occalione 
mittam, unk cum Ubello de Uteris vi/iaticis, 

• t. 

nuper edlto, et Grammatical me^ linguae Per- 
licae, fatis belle *excufa; in qua fi quid re> 
perias mjnus accuratum, fi quid omitti vi-^ 
deatur, oro mihi dicas^ ut in alter! editione 
illud mutetur, boc addatur. Librurfl de poCfi 

Afiatica tunc in lycem proferam, ciim mihi 

• 

aliquantulum detur oTU. Ne tamcn putes me 
ca obledamenta, qua; fecum affert adolefcen- 
tia, fperncre; imo me, ut neminem, deledat 
cantus ct faltatio, et modicus vini cyathus, et 
puellanun (quarum eft Londini feftiva copia) 

divina pulchritude : fed omnibus vitae gaudiis 

• • • 

facile antefero illam, illani quam,perdite amo, • 
gloriam i illam per aquas,* illam per ignes,* 
illam diebus, illam nodibus perfequar. .O 
mi Carole, (liceat euim te, miftis fortnulis, 
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veleri fimplicitate alloqui,) quanta mihi fefe 
aperit fylva !• Si vit|e ipatium duplicetur, vix 
mihi fatisfaciat, ad ea quae in ammo habeo 
tam publice quam privatim re(5ie perficienda. 
Vale ! « 

c 


No. XIX. 
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** llqui nJ:orales, heft peykef 

^ajbref na^ei IJkender^ et Z*^ 
“ YJd>al ndmeh: codex eft pretio aoo 

** aureorum ^ftimatus.” Hinc de veto libri 
tui pretio judicare potes. Equidem alii qua^> 
dam fubj ungam, et, ut poeta, baud yerebof 
affirmare fex belliflima in hoc'libra4)oemata, 
magis ob pocfeos pul^bntudinem, quam ob 
fcripturzE elegafttiam/ et imaginum nitidos 
colores, cfle pretibfa. Au<ftor fuit percele^ 
bratus ille Nezami, cui agnomen Kenjuvi; 
qui fub finem/®cuU dubdecimi, regi Thogrul 

Ben Erflan, illuftri bellatori et literarum fau- 

• • 

tori,<ieliciis erat. In^er quinque compleftituf 

% 

poHraata, quorum ultimum in partes dividitur 
duas: primum, quod arcanorum thefaurus 
vocatur, multos continct fabellas et multa 
colloquia de hominum ofliciis ac rebus hu- 
manis: in illo fa?pe inducitur rex Perfarum 

•• . , f 

celeberrimus Nufliirvan, qui /ub finem fxr 
culi fextl contra Juftinufti primum, et Juf- 
tinianum feliciter bellavit : illo regnante, patus 
eft Arabum legiflator Mohammedes, qui illunt 



'l $7B ^ : ' 

ob juftitUm, in Akorano coUaudatj ilium 
Jmetae Perfici, Sadi, 'Hafez, Jany, aliiqueper- 
petuo laudant, ct unus ex iia belk t 


C!’>^y p f 


Nomeq Nufliirvin fortunatum ob juflitiam 
“ vivit, mukum elapl'um lit temporis, 
“ per quod NulhirvaK ipl'c non amplius nia- 
** net/’ Secundum iTOoina juvenis amabi- 
Jiflimi, klcg’nun, feu awcntis^ ita ob amorem 
iiifanuin didi, ct Lcilfc pulchcrrimae pucllae 

\ fc- 

vitas continet. Tertium amoms coniplcditur 


rcgis Khofrois e SalTanioriun familia vicellmi* 
tcrtii N'ufliiryani nepotic, ct formofiflimic vir- 
glnis Shirince feu Dulcis. Qiiattum feptem 
Jigura nominatur, et regis Bcharara, quern 
Grxci inc'ptc, ut folent, Varanam appellant, 
"hifloriam narrat j praecipue vci o feptem illius 
palatia clefcribit, quorum unumquodque di- 
■verfum a caeteris (jolorem habuifle dicitur. 

t * 

Quintum Alexandfi vitam, ac res geftas de- 
narrat ; verum cnimvero feiendum eft, Afia- 
ticos omnes regem Macedorium a perantiquo 
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tege Secander iidto non di^Un\;uere« &d 
borum fa^a ^diculc coiii»inifcer& Haec ha^eo 
qua: de libro tuo dicam, i^on conje^r4 frdLus^ 
fed cefte fciens me vera’dicere. Lxtor ad* 
modikm coll^iujn Johannla Cantabriglenfls 
bunc thefaurum, te donante^ poiTeflurum : ac 
fpero in Academid veilri aliquos /utui^* qui 
poeta: venuftiffiini Nezami elegantiaS poterint 
animO comprehendereU Si quis pleniorem 
poetae hujufce nbtitiam habere velit, confulat 
oportet ^librum jucundum, cui nomep vitit 
poetarum Perjicorum^ audtore Deuletihah Sa* 
xnarcandio, cujus vidi Lutctiis pulcherrimuoi. 
cjsemplar. — •• ^ 

No! XX. 

REVICZKIUS JONES lO, S. 

Vicmitv, die 10’ Octobris, mi. 

Jam prope annus eft elapfus, a quo 
Dccafioncm prjeftolor, qud libellum, te pro- 
haivte, in luccm emiffum, ad la mitterem, quin 
ullam hatfteuus potue^im adipifci ; nunc de- 
mum opftortund evenit difceflus in Angliam 
viri amiciffirai, m erl ri,y ir9pf.r,ricv Rritanni.'c le- 
gationis, qui mihi officium fuum fponte ob- 
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tuHt, dt opus fae meuiAt autt Ji mavis ^ tuum^ 
ftd*te deferii curai^ ell hum^mlTuni^ polli 
eltus. Eadem fidelia cuperem etialn gtatum 
ftnlnium, pro tranfmiffo mihi munere, conteC* 
tari, fed grates perfolvere dignasc non opis ell 

r 

liOllr®} fat erit tua dicere faFia. Oppidb 
tniratus fum lludium ct dodlrinam ac vel 
Inaxim^ ^iligentiam in triplici opere quo mihi 
gtatilicatus es, fed erir&ui laudibus quas mihi 
Intemperantur prodigis. Multuin fane tihi 
Jiterac.et literati omncs debere fatebpntur, li 
candem deinceps, quam ctcpifti, orieiilalibus 
.Uteris operam navaveris. Scire percupercm 
quo honore remuneratus iit virtutcm et 4a- 
borem tuun\ Rex Danfx, aut, illo autSore, 
Rex Anglize, ut tibi ct bonis omnibus, qui te 
Eeque ac ego diligunt, gratari poUim, utquc 
nobile tuum ingenium condigne prsemiatum 
Isetari valcam. — V^alei 

• No. XXL 

JONESIUS .REVICZKIO, S. 

Oxonit, vii Id. Dcccmbtrs; Anno 1 . 771 . 

Abs te per hos menfes (imo potius 
annos) trcdecim, ne literulae quidcm ! Binas 



equidem ad te literas' mlferaln, unas Noitt 
• • • ’ 

Malt. Latin^fcriptas et^bend Ipngas* altwai 
Gallic^ exaratas current)^ quod sdunt, fiyh^ 
In iis quid egerim, quid agere meditarer^ in 
quo vitae curfu cfTem, ad quas dignitates a£> 
piraret ambitio mea, feci te diligentiffim^ ceiw 
tioreiti. Libros me®s quatuor,«ut opinor, 
accepifti, ^quos D.» Whitchurch, legato An*' . 
glico 0 IK rwy iejcJy, fecumjmeo rogatu, Vindobo-^ 
nam tulit. Ilium, adolefcentem bonae indolis, 
et literarum peramantem, dignum eQe fcito 

quern utaris familiariter. Hocce literarum 

• • • ^ 

ad te afferet B. Drummond, homo literatus, 
qtiem medicjB artis ftpdium, quod in hac in* 
I'uld’non te latet eJfc pcrhonojificum, ifthfc 
proficifci incitavit, fccundilun Homericum iU 
lud, ’IrifpOf dvr/f iWMv. 

£os velim ita tractes, ut fciant meam com* 
mendationem apud te plurimum valere, Ae- 
rifies eodein tempore oratiunculam quandam 
meam ,in pulchellum,nefcio quern, terrsr fillum 
qui Academiae noftrae conviciari aufus ell; 
non impune, ut videbis, fi quid apud iftiufinodi 
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▼appam ac dieUulonem valeat mucro ora- 
dqnis meae. Contukhavi^ ut ait ^Cicero de fuU 
CommenitarUs, Galhcam natioaem. 'Quid agit 
Hafez, deticiolx dollra:? Nunquamne car- 
mina ilia fuavlillma, te inteipre):e, prodibunt 
In lucem? Placetne tibi verfio mea Anglica, 
carminis iftius Egher an Turkif Noftratibus 
ceit^ quMem non difplic^et. Vellem plures 
alias Anglice vertere, ‘led otium non fuppetit. 
Neminem adhuc inveni, qui libellum tuum 
4e re, militari reddere digne poflet, Prse- 
fatio tua omnibus et doda et elegans videtur ; 
.fed opus "(quod tute ais in prooemio) titulo 
Osuliil hikm Ji nczami' litmem aiunt non sre- 
lJ)ondere. Ejufdern liferi apuirimfov Tftrcice 
fcriptum (cum cjctcris Conftantinopoli excufis, 
et belliffimo carminum Mcfihii exemplari) in 
bibliothecd Regiac ncftr$ Societatis vidi. 
Cupio fcire, num facile fit omncs cos libros 
quos laudas, ab Ibrahimo cditos, vel in Oer- 
inania, vcl in^Thracja, aut Hungaria emerc? 
quod fi fieri pofi'et, illorum compos eflc per- 
velleni. EcqulJriain dc Turcis novi ? h** 
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/ 

»:pi*r,s ovfsi! f Equidcm, fir^ul ac de belli 
Ruffici exitu certior fad^is.jfuero, legationeia , 
•TurcicaM apbrte petere iconlUfui; nunc (M** 
culte et fufurradm. Rex, optima in me af- 
fedus ; optimates fatis benevoli ; mercatoniia 
focietas admodiun mihi favet: illud iblum 
vereor, ne quis competitor potentior in feenam 
prodeat, et me curfu przevertat.* Si prtitio 
feliciter evaferit, dii jjt^ni ! aV )'-a‘«i's*vi£«Vc|xa» j 
primum, tuo Vindobonse fruar colloquio; 
dein Uteris Afiaticis madebo ; Turcarum mores 
ex abdidflimis fontibus exhauriam — lid aliuif 


contigerit, 'pi/.otropi'.iiv. ’ Erit forum j non dc* 
crunt, ut fpcrOj caufe ; erit litium plena mef- ’ 
lis; reftabit etoquentia;*lludiuin; reflabit poc- 
fis, hiftoria, philofophia, quafum liiigulis 
rede colendis vita nollra haccce humana, osu 
tiy ^poht tmsv, vix fufliciet. Malta alia habco 
quae dicain, fed me tmperioja trabit, — non 
Proferpina^ ut fpero, at fi qua eft fori ac ju- 
dioioriim fautrix Dca. J.ongiores literas ex- 
pe6la: tu.jntcrca ad m'c^quam longi/bmas- 
mitte, tc unice ac fraternc diligimu'!, — 
Vale ! 
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' JONESItJ5 RpBERTO <5RME, 8. 

#■ 

IV. Id. Apriles, Amo 1772. 

Quanta cum voluptate, quantique admira- 

• « 

fion^ tui, hiftoriam de bello Indico legerim, 
facilius poITum animo complefti, quam ver* 
bis enar^^e : Ita enim dilucide abs te confiHa, 
tes geftae, et refum eyentus declarantur, ut iis 
profedlo, dum legebam, non. mente folum fed 

re intcrefle, non tam ledor, quam ador efle, 

^ < • • • * • 

VifuS fim. In primis mihi placebant vitse ac 

fiatura: hpminum, aut rerum geftarum gloria, 

I *' 

aut fapifentia; laude florentium, abs te declara- 
tx j nec minorem narV|*’xoni vcnuftatem afFe- 
runt, locorum infignium defcriptiones, velut 
ilia Gangis fluvii plane graphica; et fane ani- 
madverti non modb po'etas, fed politiores 
omnium fere actatum hilloricos in iluviis de« 
fcribendis baud parum artis ac ftudii pofuifie : 
, fic Acheldum ‘Thucydides, Teleboam X^no- 
.phon defcribit, ut^.rque fuo in genere egregiej 
fed hie, ut femper, venufte ac breviter ; ' ille, 
vt fsepius, elate atquc horridule. Ad genus 
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dicendi: quod' atdnftt, d ^leganda et In 

verbis confer,, et in verbcrrupi collocatione, 

quam elegant oratio oportet tua, in qui 

verba le^i^ma, fempetque apta ad id, quod 

fignificant, .ordine pulcherrimo collocantur ; 

quEe laiis eft in fcribendo prop^ maxima. 

Quod ft hiftorisE tuas partem alteram, quae a 

tc jaradudum fiagkatur, in lucem ^rotuleris,. 

cum bonis omnibus ac tui fimilibus gratum 

* 

feceris, turn nomlnis tui famam latliis diifu- 
deris : nec juftum videtur ornari aljs te ac 
celebrari regioncm Coromandelicam, ft ne- 
gligatur ea, qyam rex quidam Indicus delicias 
terrarum vocitabaf, Bengala.-’^ At ! 

a» \ 

9 

No. XXIII. 

JONESIUS F. P. BAXER HIF.PANO, S. 

Pi'id. Cal. Mart. An. 1774. 

Libelli tui de Thcenicum Lingua et 
Colonist qui dunito dodiqrne ftt»an jucundior,' 
belliihmum exemplum accepi ; et quanquam 

vereor, ne aurea aneis^ tanquam Homericus 
LiTe-V. II. C C 
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' . ^ 

iHe Diomedoi, permtttare videar, mitto ta* 

m«a ad te, in |;rati fdHicet anlmj^teftiinonmm> 
commentation meos poefeds Aiiatidse, qui ft 
tibi arriferint) id fcito magnx mihi volup- 
tati fore.— Vale I < • 

No. XXIV. 

, f 

JONESIUS .H. A.^SCHULTENS, S. 

Id. M. An. 171*. 

AdokfcenCulum fumin4 modeftiA» 
diligeptla, virtute prasditum^ cui, nomen 
Campbell, quique ad te hoe literularum 
pertulerit,' majorem in. modum tibi commen- 
do. Is in Indid mercaturam &£turus eft; 
fed priufquam longani iftam et moleftam 
navigationem fufceperit, fermonibus quibuf- 
dam Europseis atque Aftaticis^ et ex 
his praecipue Perfico, addifcendis, operam 
eft datums. Quantum illi vel in ftudiis vel 
in negotlolis adjumenti afferre poteris, tan> 
turn mihi allatum a^itumavero ; ipfum prsete- 
rea tibi Temper devinxeris. 

<^id agit Haririus nofter ? Ecquaado abs 



387 ^ 

te omatus, prodibit in luceiii ? Nos in foro 

• • 

tetnpus confi^mimus ; quicquict odi datur/ id 
omne legtbus interpretandis hiftoriifque legen- 
dis conferre cogimur. Commentarios meos 
ad te min, quoa te fpero accepiile. Vale* 

No. XXV. 

11 . Ai SCHULTENS * ’ 

^iO\ 

* I ' • . 

Quoties, amlciflime Jones, fortunati ejus 
temporis, quod in veftrd infula tran- 

fegi, fubit memoria, toties animum fentio 
miro quodam voluptatis fenfu perfundi, ^ 
gratilfimd recordatione jucundse tux atque 
utilifiimx, qua frui mihi licuit, confuetudi* 
nis. Simul verb tui defiderium tam vehe- 
mddtdr excitatur, ut abfentiam tuam feram 
aegerrimb. •• Quam* animir asgritudinem fin 
minus tollefre, at lenire poteft, dulce epiftpla- 
rum commercium. Et revera non illud 


c c 2 
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tempus inde a ^'reditu in patriam effluxiflet, 
abfque ut nihil prqiTus de me audires, nili 
cum ipfe variis, iifqu.e infoUtis, negetiis fuif- 
jfem diilridus ; turn timuiirem, ne iludiorum 
tuorum moleftus eflem interpellator. Tollit 
hunc 'metum gratilTimum, quod nuper a tc 
accepi commentariorum tuorum munus, quod 
CO mihi gratius accidit, quo viderO inde H- 
cuit, mei memoriam .libi nondum excidifle. 
Maximas oqinino ^go habeoque gratias pro 
tcrfo illo tuo, atque elegantiffimo libro, 


quern fumma aviditate legi, perlegi, relcgi, 

ct, ne viyam, obftupui. Shnul tamen fm- 

cerus Mufarum noftrarum amator deploran- 

dam illaruin fortem indplui, quibus in fum- 
»« 

ma cultorum fuorum penurid tantum virum 
ciipiunt rauca fori jurgia. Ergone eas non 
habent venuftatcs, eas gratias, ut aliis qua; 
not nifi opes et honorum titiilos dotem adfe- 
runt, praeferri mercantur ? Ergone non ita 
..placet sola carum forma, et habitus elegantif- 
ilmus, limul et fuavifllmils, ut cukores allici» 
ant, qui, fpretis aliis, perdite eas ament, iis 
fulls fe oble(^ent, atque toti cum iis Tint ? Ignof- 
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cas, mi Jonefi, talia amicd tecum expoftu- 
lanti. 

Opens *ftii non nifi pauca, duo fortd vel 
tria, exempla hucufque ad nos funt delata. 
Fac, quasfof nc illorum copiam ulterius 
nobis invideat librariorum focordia. Ac- 
cipies brevi orationem, quam hic* loci habui, 

inauguralem de Jinihus liter arum *Orienta^ 

• 

Hum proferendis, Tumliltuarie confed^a, non 
potuit ita elaborari ac (tebuiflet, atque ipfe 
vcllem, jnodo per tempus licuiflet. Jucun** 
diflimum, quod obeo^ munus hoc folum 
habet moleftia, quod nondum liceat libere- 
quo velim di„vagaw, ajque in inftitutlonibus 
gramfnaticis, le<Sl;ion?bus excgaticis Veteris 
Tcftamcnti, et enarrandis antiquitatibus Ju- 
diiicis, tantum tcmporis confumere cogar, ut 
parum vel nihil legendis autfloribus Arabicis, 
multo minus PerficLs, fuperfit. Sed tasdium 
hoc.eb libentius fero, quo, fi ,cit6 devoretur, 

majus inde otium mihi brefi fit nafci-* 

** • # 

turum. ubi feinel omnem hano lec- 

tionum farraginem fingulis annis repefen- 
dam chartis mandavero, liber et mci juris 
potero ’totus his ftudiis incumbere. Mei- 



dahe&fetn ed^dum fufcipere jam certum 
mihi eft deliberatumque. In editione patan- 
dd duo ad minimum luftra erunt im*pendenda. 
<^anta enim turn ipfius linguae, turn hiftoria- 
rum,, rituum, et morum Oritntalium cognitio 
ad id requiratur, line quibus tamen tantum 
opus ne coaandum quidem eft, ipfemet probe 
n&fti. Xn verp hie foetus, ubi ad maturita- 

cl 

tern pervenerit, obftetricantem manum facile 

t 

I Scheidius Profef- 

in edendo Gieuhario oc- 
cupatur. , Sumptus tanto operi imprimendo 
neceflarios cum ferre non valeat, difficultatem 
hanc putat fublatam iri, fi 28 fafciculos, pro 
numero literarum divifos, fcorslm in lucem 
cmittat; ita ut pecunia ex prime fafciculo, 
qui literam ) continebit, parata fulEciat iin- 

primendo ^ et fie porro. 

* 

Caeterum novi, quod ad te feribam, nihil 

• eft. Quam. veliem tui iterum videndi copia 

• mihi fieret ! Si id" in te efllcere valeat per gla- 
ciem currendi ardor, ut Bankfium veftrura, 
mitatus eum in fincm hue venires, jam non 


inventurus fit 
for Harderovicenfis 



391 

'1 

adeo ftigora extimefco^ ut contra )^erein In* 

teaiiffiniia» glaciefque foli^i^mas^ et diu diiigu 

turas. Qnidquid fit, five*hyem€, five aeftate^ 

nihil unquain poterit mihi gratius accidere^ 

quam te holpitqjoii excipere. Uxor (quan\ 

ante 5 circiter menfes duxi) magno flag^tat 

defiderio videndi Jonefium ilium, quo ma* 

* , 

ritum audit quotidie Joquentem. Mftltum ea 
• • 

te falvere jubet, ut et pater meus, qui dici non 
potell quantoperS legendia operibus tuis im* 
primis commentariis fuerit deledlatus. Magno^ 
ille te honore profequitur, et diligit, et colit. 
•— Tu velim foabas ad me quid a^as; quid 
agant optima: illx .tux mater et foror, quas 
meo nomine plurimfim quxfo falutes, eafque 
certiores reddas, gratifiimum me animum fer- 
vare et Temper fervaturum pro infigni huma- 
nitate et variis officiis, quibus me fibi deyinx- 
erunt. — Cxterum de me fic judices, quantum 
ego pofiim, me tibi, omniburque tuis fummo 
cum fiudio prxllb Temper futuiaim. Vale, 
mi Jonefi, meque ama. ' 

Scripfi Amftelaedami, 

9 Sept. 1774. 
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r 

Feri oblltus cram -de principe noilro Da-* 
loafceno Yufeph (m fallor) ad te fcrip- 

fifle. Valdd doleo eum tam diu file latuifTe, 
lit biduo antequam bine Bruxellam peteret, 
me primum inviferit. Mird ‘dcledatus ful 
indole ejus liberali, generola, et vere Arabicd: 
Neque elegantiori doctrina videbatur deftitu- 
tus. I^ed de .his tu melius judices., quam 
ego. — Ego homineirt, quamdiu vivam, ama- 
bo, cujus jucundi fermones me febri labnran* 
‘ tern ha recreArunt, ct totum quad occuparunt, 
ut peffimo mprbo redire cuj^ienti nullus locus 
Eipereflet. 

Si vclis ad me fcrjbcrc, quqd quxfo facias 
cltiffime, hajc fit epiflola: inferiptio: 

A Monf. SCHULTF.NP, 

Profeffeur en Langues Oricntalcs, 
Amftcrdam. 

Accepi nuper catalogum libroriim, qui 
apud Whitium vcnales profiant. Nifi mo- 
leftum fit, gratifiiipum mihi feceris, fi-ipfum 
* jubeas hos libros mihi refervare,* quos brevl 
cufabo, fimul miffa pecunia, ut hue deferap- 
turj 
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No. 410 Ehnacini Hi^ona Sacacealca— 18 

- • , • 

Sh. . 

1100 H^rbelot. 31.3 Sh. 

1471 Geogr.^Nubienfis verfio. 4 Sh. 

5999 Eutychius. 15 Sh. 

2091 Hunt in Proverbia VII. 1 Sh, 

No. :^xvi.. 

JONESIUS.H. A. SCHULTENS, S. ‘ 

I*ru/, Non. Oct. 1774. 
Gratiffimas abs te ‘Hteras accepi, datiis V Id» 
Sept, fed feriu^ quam.vellefH' mihi redditas, 
quod in maritima Cantii parte seftatem egi, et 

nuper admodum Lpndinum redii; Commen- 

. * * * 

tarios meos abs te et patre tuo f robari, vehe- 
menter gaudeo ; quod addis amiciflime tu qui- 
dem et humaniflime, aegre te ferre, me poli- 
tioris do(flrina: dcfertorem efle, agnofco bene- 
volentiam cxpoftulationis tiue. Sod, mi Al- 
beite, non eft integrum ; jacta eft alea ; libri 
mei omnee, cum jimpr^f^ turn manuforipti,- 
prteter cos, qui ad jureconfulti et oratoris 
pfficium pertinent, in area Oxonii otianturj 
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'i 

et per Viginti mimmum annos, nullis 
rd)u^ niil an^fbreniibus aut pditiciS) operam 
navare. Confilii rabi rationes longo fermone 
perfequi non eft neceftarium: illud. fufficiet 
dicere, me, ft Roms Tixiffem ^ut Athenis, 

c 

orator um et illuftrium, civium labores, vigi- 
Jias, pericula, exilium, invidiam, mortem de- 
nique, vdl umbns poetarum vel philofopho- 
rum hortis antelaturum fuifle. Idem facien- 
dum in hue Anglorum repiiblicu, qus ncc 
Eomaps ncc Athenienfi cedit, et feqtio, et a 
pueritia fenft, et. femper fentiam. Porro au- 
tern, tametfi literarum polition:m venuftatem 
facile agnofeo, tamen valdc me deledtat 
id quod a Npoptolemo * in trageedia dicitur, 
Philcfophari juvat fed paucis; et illnd Hippo- 
cratcum, 'O p.®-’ y ® (jjuV* 

Strenue denique afleverabo alias efle majores 
artes, qus non folum fruftus, fed et dulcif- 

fimos frudus, afferunf. Quid ! niillamne at- 

* • 

lulit animi veluplat^m divina ilia Mathefis 
Archimedi, georaetrarum principi, cum in 
theotematc demonftrando adeb intente cogi- 
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tationem defixifTet, ut ca{|tas efle Syracuias non 
sentiret? (^1'^! uliamne rem ju^undiorem auc 
nobilioreiA eflTe putemut* qaam juris pattH 
unum ftudium, de quo vellm in memoriam 
revoces quid«diaant in Ciceronis de Oratore 
libris L. Craflus et Q^Scaevola ? Quid ! exifti* 
mafne Suadim illam, cujusmeduya ab Ennio 
dicitur Cethegus, qui et flos popidl ab eo> 
dem vocatur, aut Thalia aut Polyhymnia fua- 
vitatis palmam concedero^ Quid ! eftne aU« 
quis qu^ non M. Tullii Hmilis efle, ,cuju^ 
chm in omni mallet \;ii^ th^in ftudiis, ex- 
emplar et quafi i^Ea> mihi proponim, quatn. 


aut Varronis eruditiffimi viri, aut Lucretii, 

• a 

poetaC ingeniofiffimi ?» Quod li ,ver^ infuave 
et horridum fuiiTet juris noftri ftudium, quod 
eft longe fee us, tamen reprehendendus non 
eftem, f] cum veteribus fapientiftinus, et cum 
ipla fapientiae dea, Athenarum fautrice, Mi- 
neryd, fruduofam atque utilem olivam fterili 

lauro anteponerem. Ut, apertd loquar ; non* 

•• • 

eft .mei ftemachi nobilium* virorum arrogan- 
tiam, qux a poetis et Uterarum cultoribua de- 
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voranda eft, perferr^ • Ha:c tibi amice expof- 
.tujanti, amic^ refpondeo j autem volun- 
tatem, egregi^ in infe perfpedam efcognitam, 
fclto mihi perjuciindam effe. Orationcm 


.tuam avide expedto. Laboses tuos omncs, ct 

ff 

praecipuc. Meidanenfe, opus biluftre, fortunet 
Deus ! Mens fit, oro, fortis et conftans dodif- 


fimb Sclfeidio, ut opus immenfum quod me- 
ditatur, Atlanteis hamcris fuftinerc valeat. 
Induftriam ejus, oiimi laude dignam, admiror ; 
fed po/l Meninfkii fatiim, non loquor^de opero, 
fed dc ipfius nxifcrils, .non eft viri prudcntis 
. (et qui bbl baud fapit, nihil fapit) navcm 

e 

fuam tarn inccrto mari, atqiic adeo prope nau- 
fragii pcriculo cxponere». Rcge dignuni opus 
eft, fateor ; fed cenfum requirlt regis. Vere 
tibi gratulor, gratulantur tibi mater et foror 
mea, felicitate nuptiarum tuarum. Schultcn- 
fix tutc, qiiam amabiliflimam effe certo fcio, 
et patri tuo, yiro optimo, falutem impertio 
'plurimam. Cratuip habeo, quud me Amfte- 
^edami viderc cupis; mihi quoque fummae 
erit«voluptati tcc.irn iii patria tuu colloquii 
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qnbd fi tu4 &ui liceret cpnfue^udine, 
veftra He/peridum hort^ cffet amoenior, nec 
ipfaTempp adire magis cuperem; fed, propter* 
forenfes occupationes, aeftas mihi ad peregri- 

nandum erit commodior. Polliccor tibi me, 

• • 

vcl anno proximo, vel port eum veilturo, 
menfe Julio aut Augufto, apud te perlibenter 
commoraturum. * • . 

e 

Jofephum, hominem^Syrum, tibi placuiflc 
laetor, et gaudeo ilium per Germaniam her 
fadurum efle. De illo fatis longa eft hifto- 
riaj qui, nili ego primariishujus civitatis viris, 
qui apud regem plurifnum’ valeaiit, feduld 

exoraffem, Londini aut vixiflet miferrimus, 

* • 

aut mortem bbiiflefc iiAmerito, Libros quos 
emere voluifti, tibi refervat Bibliopola. 'Litc- 
rulas ad te meas Idibus Juliis fcriptas, quas ad 
te perferendas ^ledi adolefcenti Campbello, 
nondum, ut arbitror, accepiftu Regis Hit- 
paniac filius, Gabrielis, princepsjuventutis, ad 
me’mifit Salluftiura fuum fpfendidiflirac im- 
preffura. ‘id raihi fummo, honori duco, gra-‘ 
tiafque petdiligenter egi, Audiifti fine djibio 
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Bnicii) hominis Scotl, peregrinadonibus in 

I 

STiiam, Arabiam^ Ab)rffiniam,Nubia]n) 
tam|— >cui non domus fua nota magis eft, 
qu^ Rubri Maris Httus, et Nili fons.— ‘Mul- 
tos fecum attulit codices iEtJiiopico fermone 
fcriptos, et, inter alios, Enochi vaticinium, li- 
brum antiquum, fed inter Sibyllina volumina 
numerandum. 

^ Dum haec fcribebam, vcnit ad me quidam 
qui attulit codicem, ut aiebat, manu fcriptum, 
quern a Mbntacuto, nobili Anglo, Verietiis ac- 
ceperat, ut ad me perferrct. Apcrui libruip j 
inveni belliffimum et peifedilfimura Mota- 
nabii exemplar, cum epiftola verftbus Arabicis 
ad me fcriptd, ab Abderrahman nefcio quo, 
quern fortafte in Afta Montacutus viderat. 
Gratiftima eft dodi Arabisin me benevolentia; 
verfus appofui ; neutiquam me dignor tarn ex- 
aggeratis laudibus; fed nofti magniloqueqtiam 
Afiaticorum. Noli jam piitare me Motanabii 
poemata continue perleilurum j latebunt Ox- 



onu, cnm cacterls ilBs fi^ilrbu9>th«latiri8 mdiC 
Vdim tibi perfuadeas te .a me^plurimi figri, 
nec quid<}uam mihi jucundius efTe pofle> 
abs te fep’iffime longiffimas epiftolas acci- 
pere. Cura yt meque, ut faci^ amare 

pergaa. 


No. xxvir. 

« 

JONESIUS F. P. BAYER, Sw 

4 Non. (Set. 177 *. - 

Vix reperio quibus (ISi vgrbis again 
gratias, quod Salluftii hiftoriam chaitae fplen* 

^ 9 

didiilimas perpulchre impreflam, et in {ermo<- 
nem Hifpanum eleganter cemveriam, ad 
me n^ittendam curaveris ; eodemque me, no- 
vum hominem et privatum, honore affeceris^ 
quo non nifi magnos reges et illuftres acade- 
mias, antea dignatus es. Sed incipienti mihi 
literas ad te mittere, dubium oihnino vifum eft, 
gratularerne tibi prius de prififtantiffirno inter^' 
pre'tationis' feriptore, an gratias agerem quod 
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f 

Duhi adeo jupundum . tui dedifiea« 

Auguror clarW lumen bonarum artium, 

^ fcientianmi acce^nriim patris tuae, in quit 

regius adolefcens to'iit ingenio eaque do^in^ 

prxdituS) ut hiftoricorum Romanorum princi- 

pem iuculenter interpretari, notifque eruditls 

illuftrare poffit. Quam paucifunt in aliis re- 

gionibus «juvenes priraar^i, qui tantum opus 

perficere aut velint, aut poiTint for- 

taiTe, ii velint ! Salluftii graviliimum opus, 

fapientiH et dignitate plenum, bene intelligere, 
% # ^ 

permagnum eft; apte illuftrare, egregium; 
belle verterc, admirandum. ' ,Hajc omnia ft 
vir privatus efFeciflet, laude dignus eflet ;r ft 
adolelcens, honore decprindus ; ft et juvcnis 
etprincepsjuventutis, fummis honoribus prae- 
conii more perfequendus. 

Linguas veftrae ftudlum do^iiffimaB com 
plures jam annos intcrmifi; fed memini me 
Alonzi hcroicum poema, Garcilafli carmina, 

I ' t 

.Cervantis Icpidas fabellas, magna cum volup- 
tate legifle. Nihil 'tamen,lta fortunate vivam, 



jwmia $ PC i^gfPiyc^f (K)cniiiQ|Cr(0ii^^ 

dor,c&mti!idit ^ 

** ad Latifi^ fetmonu gravkidEem pilQxhnd ste^ 
ced^*^ iptur jiireaia 

mu8 cum de patrii fVit de kuit^O geoerd 
bene mereiij efScuttq^ nt omn^tw hnjutr aeyf 
priacii^uft virls i^t antppo^iSlduSt S| • 
mibi Uceat el<xp^i quod*fentib, ati^or Am ut 
M. Tullu fere divinis 0pei^bi;s quam £Iigen> 
tiflime operara^ quas neminam uiM]uan> 
iegifle puto« quip legendQ fa£tus At et eloquenr 
tior et doftio]-.* Digna eft admirabiUs ilia ad • 
Q^ntnm frat^em de provincid adminiftrandd 
eplftol^, quae ab omnibus in terrasum prbe re« 
g^bus memont8r qnotidie recitetur. Digni 
funt Ubri de OiHciis, de Finibus, dfe QuxftionU 
bus Tufculanis, qui centies perlegantur. Dignae 
Orationes fe]re fexa^nta qux in omnes Europss 
linggas convertantur. Nec v^reor affirmare 
fedeeim illos epiftolanin> ad Atticuni libros *. 
hiftpriis fei^ onjnibus (Salluftio excepto) pra»-‘ 
ftare. Qpod ad tua ipftus opera attinet, liber 
tpusjucurtdmjmus a mcdiligcnter etle^ftpseft 
n. D D 



tium exfeniniH^'grafiii. Nil# <fao4 iit 
mutandupi video/ nihil quod : npn laudan- 
dum. Fervelini plures tv.os. antiquhratum 

t 

Aliaticarum et Africanafutn libros in lucem 
proferas. ,£cquid harum rerum iludioHs grar 
tiufiie optare poilim ? Tii interea, vir clariA- 
fimc, et meo et reipublicae litefariae npminei 
etiam atque etiam vale. 

"• < 'rir 

No. XXVIII. 

, JONESIUS G. S. MICHAELI, S. 

Prid. Non, Noyemb. 

Peto a te ne me -putea libros tups . aut 

I 

non legiiTe, aut leftos neglexiiTc. De fabulis 
Hebrajorunv neque a te prorfus dilTentio, nec 
tamen ufquequaque tibi aflentior. Nolui igi- 
tur, re nondum fatis exploratd et cogniti, ab 
opinione vulgar! recedere. Cxterum com- 
, mentarios nofiros abs te probari lastor. „Quod 
qusris, ferione Mu&s Aliaticas et politiores 
literasdeferuerim, nihil fcito efleveriusj necper 
viginti annos quidquamdehis xebuftaut fcribam 
aut meditabor. Totus in foro fuiSi, et, in juris. 




plvirimifem{)e;r£u^un. - ' )^ ' ' ■' 

.... • • '. ■• 

No, XXIX, . „ , 

IJ. A. SCHUJUTP^S JPNESJOr Sr 

; ^ >». 6 , 177.1 

EtH his diebi^s,* qmbus mcdefti et iiifoif 
liti labores totum me o^up^tum teaent, ne id 
quidem temporis mihi fuperellr ut 4e epiftolis 
exornandis cogitare liceat^ tam,eij| npn potui 
dodiilimo Bjomftahlio nihil .literarum ad te 
dare, cm ut^ haberet, qUo, optatus ipfe 
aditus ad . tc patefieret; turn, ut *videres, 
me tui non immeiqporem vivere. — Jucun- 
dum tibi eric cum Sueco noftro Phila- 
rabe ' eolloquium. Non tantun^ bnitq mu!-> 
torum honunum mores vidit et nrhes, 
Oiientales etiam literas et cailet egregid 
et. amat vehemwt^r. Deliciis (non olim, ut 

fcrii]^ fed ^iam nunc) tuis add'dhim'fcio per- • 

* . . • * • 

gratuip tibSr &turum. — Aocepi utrafque tuas- 

iitefaa. Pfiores, quas Campbello dedera^ ad 
TO& ^BtSaeodUr reddidit mihi ejus avuncular 
PifOilbis^baBi, mercator hac in urbe degen^ * 

. p D 2 
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IpfwBt MMKijtttti ^ 4 JU' ' ^ 

9 ^kM ;)ii(£HmL|pi!efiito hkaa 

diffitum. Si Imdidiiieritk doiuW, ifiidrauique 
in re potero, mem^ utilem ei praftare ;— ‘ad 
aheras brevi rel|K>ndd)o. Tp up:ertm, mi Jo* 
neli. Vac iK valeaa, meqtte amare perge* Op- 
timara tuaqoi matrcm et fororem, caeterofque 
oommunea amicoti alcQ^ pomioe (ahitea quam 
plurimdin* — Vale.- •* 

Dabam AmftelodBini, 

^ vi Jaiins^i, 1775. 

. No. XXX/ , 
jONESIUS REVICZKIO, S. . 

Dot. LcniU^xiy KaL Feb. Ata^ 1775 . 

Noli putare me tui oblitum, <jpibd raraa 

a me literas^accepifti ; oequp^, enim bdbmi cui 

re£te faiHculum darem, nec tabaUafiis iaeeitia 

noftram familiarcra vojip committere. 

Nefcio pneterea an hoc Uterphurum ad te per* 

^ ventivum itt, ^ vereor de re qtta&bet apdtihi^ 
• € ‘ 
ut foleo, loqui ; Qum tun ad me humant^Eniia 

, e 

epiftola, \"arfoviaB Idib. Jan. data* refignata 
milu reddita fit^quod puto hapcaoAn»ar/iMre* 
priuTquam tu iJlatn recipies. Me icttd.ii|6ilicb 



^ fnii^ Jici^ . liM 

4^{ tu8ft.ki^4e^^49([^pi(i% c^m ajiqufm 
iervco^%^iii|^tii4«iu^«9BcoiMi^uia. Scribe 
ad me ikmas, te: iaibil mibi amkitid 

ta& j4iciuMib»8 eCe poteft. Qpam ve^yiem aut tu 
hue veaUIes, .iwK e^ iftuc, ut ima yiyare poi^ 
fetnia. 01^^uk faiUd Tutuca.- Vi- 
vam la <|use b(b^ civlbua Kaad facUd 

caret $ jarndadum eaim ,«axco«i. tjabm la:> 
taror, te buc l^tuai videte piefi^ : baud 
iayiderem aut E^tepae am regibus ! Tu 
iater^, mi |levicsdri, etiam atque etlam 

vale ! ' '* 

■ 

No. XXXI. ‘ 

REVICZKIUS JONESJO, S. 

Quantd. iim iaetltli affeftus, aec^tis 
%ui8 amantilfimis Uteris, facile perTplcles, U 
amprem in te meam plene cognitum habueris. 
Ego* occupationlbus quibus eram hadenus 
Impei^tua^ ^equentius hob tanto fedatio frui 
non fmtiii, idque humaniUim^ te fadum ag*> 
l^ofCO) ut eo tempore acciperem tuas Utmas 



tf^cbrhn ^eqiJl^- 

fi ^rbktum fit, fislrafnifst iaifttfft 

hlitidnein epiftolsft iiicae, de fiws ^ocfds, 
pt>tius quani ftudib tnbqio.\ Nott fittbilb 
t|mhdccupatiffimus fis, eutete fori^fibtis ixef* 
cltationibus^totum dedidetiit. Quatt hott ^qui- 
deln jam«te rogo Ut ad afildub ieribas, fed 
fioe te’ fcire void, quod mihi ad feribetiduni 
plus otfi .quatn antea contigerit^ poftquatn ex<<^ 
lUipetdlcud bieunalibus coiuifiU (taedid 
auteni faeculatibus) labc^ditv penS dUiniftjru ex<^ 
atttlivi. Hiec'de publicU negc^iis harum {)ar^ 
tium. — t)e* Britannicis autem nihil cogneVi 
ex tuis Uteris; fed ex aJiis abund^ comperio 
quantum vos coloniarum intern! motus, et 
bello exfernd difiBciliores, exagitant. Me jam 

ihuneris et oiBeii mei, non tarn ardulquam in- 
'grati, faftidium cepit; nep alia mihi confoktio 
fft hujus isgeatis molefl:i%.nifi. quod fpero 
i)on amplius iongiorpm annu^ ibr^ Kas ego 
blTeni Ldtldini.libeUtdr, atque udnam^a^uod 
In iU&ufbe Reipublicas meae^ wM&av, opu$ refiiw 
tcre> et uavarc mihi liceat, xo) m ri 



nlbU fan| tail! jacua- 

dius at^dere ;g)lhi poif^t.- <^«d fi Biisnn« 
fp^rato Vifuia fuerit, tii mihi ibi ptaerto 

i' * « . * 

fi$y ut tadveomdortio taSque &mUiaritate, ut 
confiren, iri •maibus rebus utar. Libros quos 
te edidifle fcribis, nulli mentioae argumenti, 
confequi aveb, nec dubito qumpovun\ ledione 
mirum in^modum obleder. , Vale ;* et ut me • 
ames, vehementer te rd|o. 

No. .xxlii. 

JONESIUS p: A-. SCHULTENS, S. 

Vide quantum a libertate abfim, ego’ 
fcilicct, qui TtXHav'eAeofiEf/ax folebam prae me 
ferre ! Volens equidem, atque adeo ardent^r 
cupiens, te Amftelodami vifere, pollicitus 
etiam tibi, me hoc derniim anno apud te fu- 
turum, variis et magnis negotiis Londini deti> 
neor. Scito me unum eKTe d fexaginta viris 
iis; * qui de debitoribus bona cedentibus judi- 
cant. OflSrcio huio fatis ipeft utilitatis, lucrj 
nob nimis: me tamen per majorem anni^par- 
tern in hac urbe defixum tenet. Adde iludia 
neceiraria> et forenfes ocfiupationes, magnum- 



bus juris. jOinecu^ Umeu | «t 

Ifaei istiliMmas otatibhes jpatrid feiMbfl# £to- 
irctti* aj^t intierea MAdiuads} i^uid Ha> 
riHiis? Pergas vdiiii cos dniaret iti timid ut 
tureS valeUidinemi Vide! 

l7)j,ld/Dec. MDCCLUxVl. 

r 

i 

Nd. XXXIII. 

*> 

, Mi A. SCHULTENS JOMESIO, S* 

Did vix poteft qUaUtoperi md ekhilira^ 
tent liter® tU«, breves ill* l^uidem, fedi oificii 
et huniailitatis pleniflidiz. Pu<iet ptefe^to^ 
ind tarn fera ad eos refmbere> Ut jUre* mihi 
videar a te reprehendehdus, tatiquam tuorum 
erga me benlifieiorum parum mernor: quanl 
Vero rufpicionem graviilimam ut omiii vi at- 
que bper^ depfeeor, fic nolo dquidem, Uec pof- 
fum^ ornnem UegligcUti® culpanl prorlus dif* 
'fiteri. — Habes, mi Jidnefi, teum feonfitcfttem j 
fed ignofcas, quzfo, meliora'in futvrUm pdlli- 
ten&.-=^Prsterea mult® funt ct ihfinit® fcrd 
oecupatione^ me®^ qu® mi vix finunt refpi- 



l%4 lA Iuu4 tapagm P^ipast, 
^ufta ti)4 vi4^iiU]tf ^c tibt 4i3|i^ 

4e iA<io ptt bo »5 ipa^ides lie qui&itt 

Alifle Nijiac vei^, petllb, pWs 

na&UjS, iOP^I^Uni leboxeili kevl ce^EUBatfun^ 

cujus perieq^uebdi toioleftiam iaultboi iubleyi|h 

bit iogeils et nu#n beileficiuili«^4}i^.a)>iblio^ 

thecae L^d^ik curafeoribus* nuper i^ipetnivl^ 

lit non tahtum codieem Meid^oli* fed. aKes 

» 

etianii^ q^bui indigebi hue mectim ^ekxBm, 

lecdqiie, qUamdiu opuserh, w ufiissaeosadbi^* 

beaitb Itaq^tam iniigni beneyp)entUin9l- 

adjutus, pex|^ aciitdr, quantusn per alias. 
, • 

occppadoAes licebit>* in defcribendo codice^ 
conficieudil hidicibus necelTariiS) (fine quibus 
in tali Opere exfequendo nihil proficitur,) et 
augendo atquc omamdo eoini editionl% a|^a> 
tatUt qui j^un pauladm fub manibus cce]nt iii- 
cr^ere i—utinam inodb liceret omne illud 
teippua^ quod multuin reliii^nti, asgemsie- 
que imailum ferenti, furripiunt cujiUSbaaqoe 
|e<^one$^ quaa diciraus, comm difid- 
pulU, aiiiTve auditdribus cbm pUiUicd, ium 



- 

))nvatlm, linic^ liiii 

pettd«re.-^Sed tres, qiiatuorve 
ffi h^'pi!^kito aidha< ftAne ne6 

111^ ‘ inde liberaiiduhi^ quam rhkjdn re * 
f vm ^opii inllirudsOy faci^ mih|, eirit f^jufavodi 
recitadbiies al^que Iong4 medkatlo&e efiun^ 
d^re, et, ut nos dtcere IblemuSy .tanquam ex 
iSaanica -exiputere:— iftttritri jleet Hai^rius, ja- 
cent {le^as lAfaBe&j jAce»t etiam> quod ve* 
heflfientdr doko, liter* Perlkatf^ molles iliac et 
cleg^«, quarum-addikendarum tiid me tant 
«upklitate iudendifti) ut quidquid eveuetii^, fi 
f!&odo vivam et vaksun, certdm fit delibera- 
tumqut) taro apud nos exeitiplo, totum me illis 
tradere. IDe edeiido Hariiio parum abeft, ut 
derperem. Conftitueram folutn textum exhU 
befe, ex optimis, qui ad manum erant, codi- 
cibu« ^^Siepteffunx, eJque verlionem ab Avo pa- 
fkatti et ablblutam adjungete :»hoc fi praelh^ 
tein, videbar mihi fine temporis difpendio, et 
dum aliud agerem, utilitat! publka? fa«- 
ti| eOtiifulere. Sed fdnt^ qii^rum jud^cio>mulw 
turn ffiibi deferendum eft; partim etkm volufih 
tate obtemp^randumy qui confilium iUud dif- 
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dc'at dfte tSS'c^tis l^niiS- 

n^atilbi^, ’^tliiai fin^ aAitolatioBiliba qul[ii^ 
dam m^is. ^go iijBideni non ita ftmtlo : Ta^ 
efl: hohim kudo^tati cedendumyidedquteexpeC* 
tandum, doiikc majof miH’i &diltfaa Ht talent 
ediiionerti ritS otnan^. S^hddidis nbfter hiS 
dlabus edidh {)rimAih ipatd6ulam’'L^ici'0!ei£»: 
hariani, qu® ex capita t,' fiVe 
ufque ad finem liter® , 1* ad 'La deciinit, ot 
200 fei1& paginis comprehenditur.^ — ih- ; 
tegrum opus cym verflone Latin^ edendum, 
to volumina,*unumquodque nulle paginaram ^ 
foreimpleturumi ^Diveria funt hominum ju- 
dicia. Ipfe quidem in perfeqdendo tarn im- 
menfo opere, adeo nullam molelliam prsvidet, 
ut etiam de Phiruzabadio aliifque aut^ribua 
edendis interdum cogitet. Alii verb inllitu- 
turn arbitrantur indnitb obfeptuni difficuitati* 
bus, hec unquam> hiii aureus quideni imber 
ipfi decidati ad fiqem {ferducendum ; — et hoc 
quidem unicum eft, quod in Arablcis Hodie in- 
ter nos agitur, nift qubd Willmettus, juveni» 
theologus, fed eiruditus, gloftarium parat in. 
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•I. 

l^k^t^us'Optts ndtiiSiniim, qQ&dj|ue i^ultuifi 
pfaierk qui, Le:%ci Gt^Ii^iii «Mttt«, ejuf- 
tpm tompnnadi diiScttltat«, fdent iaierdiim 
ai» harum llter^m ^dio det6!tj(^. Mdtbf 
eft G^caruaia ftterarHia et Ladaaintm dpud 
nosdmStiaf quod equldem non iiSTxdeo, ftec 
iniror^ Ad^fcrrtoi adhuc kntiife, il oaod^ aliqoa 
litijus ^lidtatia pars iii'-Orie&tates etlam Kteras 
redandard. — Habemtis Ruhnlfenium ift efabo- 
tuido Velleio Patcrctdo, Burmatinuitt^ in Pro- 
]peitiO) Wyttenbachiunl In Plutarcho, Tolfium 
^ Apntloilii Lexico Homerico, eodetn quod 
eft a Villoifonio in GaiUA edkum, occupatos. 
Fhalaridis ep^ola?, de quarum au<5lore tanta 
fuH inrsr veftrates Boyleium et Bentleium 
controverfia, brevi in lucera eroittentur. Vi- 
diftin elegamiilimam Ruhnkenii diflertatio- 
. oem de vita et fcriptis Lon^ni? Multa 
jh/tt ejus exempla in Angliam dela,ta:*-»ftn vi- 
deris, curabo^.ut, dat^ occaftone, earn aecipias. 
Frodibit etiam intra^paucas hdidomadas biblio- 
theca quaedam critica, duobus vel tribus faftii* 
culis, quovis anno, edenda, cuju^ue duplex 



oplimoBii tmaiemoisV omid..g(n«n^^ 

* * « 

ranun) quc «rudi(ta|i^ aat^pkatcm imbbA* 
neat; i^lcruivi, ist aov:a*<fiiaidba3» AmvS»a^ 
Ailimdl iaJteri^;>^at. lateiU qiM4emguft«D0«f 
txa^t toL pqdufl^ Ijutene eupuiiit; etfi qi&iUMi 
illoram certUCind. pcodet haod^unqlgB^ 
«rudido» turn itaa\ i^mibentd degaa&L* I^. 
tamen ita funt mihi f^orfus igooti, quia faoB 
aufim ccxiiidenter afiiriqare,. nu^joiqjer^ 
hunc libellum efle phueitumra;: — fnt^ autem^ 
U14 focietate <piidam ex axnicis aoi^ atqae&r * 
mUiaribus, qui ?d a me ^aal; ut tooiinenda* 

r . * * 

tv>ne meS;, hibiiojjolam Loadxoi habeaut^ a4 * 

quern poflint exempla qasdain tranTmittma 

Cogitavi de £lmfleyo» cui baud grave erit,^ 

gintiy vel etiam paucloribus exc^lia expend, 

quern fuccelTmn libdlus ifte inter vos fit lud>t- 

turns,— ‘Sed volui prius hdc de re ad te Icii* . 

bere, ut yd ipie, vel alius quilquayn tuo bior,>> 

, * • 
tatui, prmnptior lit ad ilium negotium fufcipir 

endunu ,‘Kft adhuc aliud; idque majors mo* 

menti, quod, me tanquam proxenet4 quodasu 

wfv veiicmentcr a te flagitant:— ucmpe ^ 
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' « * 

Ptiarficiiqtu^ lionnuUii (a RiKlinfh^nm .<<f>t ifey re 

' t ■ 

ficpw&t^ius atoiSxr ut, ciimpaUiirUbri in 
£iac gen^ prcKdeai^ti pauciorea edatn aliqttl. 
«fimaraemoradoa,e digni (Int, T|<^um hnnc iot 
ma ivlinquerest breviozibuB diiTertadpnibua 
vel quocunque tandem ao-t 
mine alttpiid acciperent, quod ad hsc ftudia 
protnovenda egi^egi^ cohducat. Ipfe pramiii, 
me interdum, A nibil melius «habeFeDt» bio* 
graphias quafdam ex Jbn Chalikane fujppedita* 
turum. Tunc UU laudam quidem hoc con- 
iillum, dmulverb vehementer a me peters ut 

I e 

Jonelio hujuitnodi diatribas extorquerem 
nihil fore, quod hanc bildiothecx partem, or* 
natiorent redderet magifque commendarct:— 
me, li vera linf, qu% de mutu^ noftr^ amicitii 
{emper in ore fero, facile iUud a te impetratu*! 
rum> Vides igitur, mi Gulielme, quo me ad^ 
ditxerit h’equens tui erga me amoris glori^iot 
pareo eo^m voluntati eo lubendus,^qub 
pplchrior mihi ind^ fpes' nafcitur^ gravem 
quam>&cimU8 tui jaduram, aliqu^ ratione rCf 
parapdif — Ita<|ue orp te, ohfecrq pt |>er 



deit4e|naQ||. 

• •' 

quMli{ ; Rer, UtM^ '&^gq 
dumpO||ipnod% tl^^ eH U3*.giza|^^ic|i^i 
kioc ^a^s fd|kit£M:em non;j^vijd|»|t. 

Ibrulop pama, p^r£e£Gi,;iJte 

^digoa, quae lucei^. adCpidant^ qui^i^ 
(nittes, eiit Ulud acc^ptiiUmum^ «t^yel,<addito. 
tuo nomine, vel qmii^o, uti'ipfe hoc ju0em, 
bibliothepae in^etur. Si Angliice quid fcrip* 

turn halieas, nec fit tibi ^us Latine vertendi 

* • - * • * . * ' 

.opportunita$, ,illud,oquid^ lubens fufcipiamf * 

idainque verfiotiein alils, qui funuLatine feri> 

l^ndl muito me peritipres, examiiiRandam dt • 

porqgcndam tradens cura] 3 Q, ne tuae laudi at* 

que exidimatipai aliquid detrahatur.‘--^N)hU 

praete^ addetur, proittetur, mutabitur, 

fed omnia fpint tua eadem Ula, quse miferia: 

quain in rein, fidem meam, fi opys eile putas, 

interpono. — Tu, niii moleftum eft, 

ato.mifti noftrsque petitipni faciletzi 

te praebej’ae benig^um. • 

Gratulor munus, quod aditum tibi ad 

jq||i et pinguiora brevi pajtefacif t. Sed luniCT 



mkm 

mcMf fSstov ^ Aafgh i^Hpb, 

mUa* ut^Meni IteMidtoi 

fufcef^, ^ a m^ttOvaajtiSk 
scntliio. Wli& iutet^, <|as» ^ fi^era^ 
finxftra te expeffcaTi tiiiflirkms gra^» ^ Sli 
tu& Ibrvitus, j6pat tui Vkfettidt fpaitif fin 4 ^^ 
ooMMSCB pneckiit, at eerti {ninuit, et md^tn 
extentu^. — Hone tu n^fJbis metutn eripc, ct fi 
iipiid Tacui t^pprif tibi j*ell®ant eftj— erit 
autem mterdum, liam habes (o fociPs in ma- 
' nere tuo tSbi adjnnftoay— id qnaefo practer- 
mittas, fedlmc excurretn, felicUatem noftram 
' Jpcondi^nio tun adlpo^o at ctdloqidn angaas 
quam pumdadtiifim8. Egb qnin ad vo» adi* 
quandb revertar, non defe^u qaodxtn vo- 
luntatas retinoor ; tanti etiim cum 'vdtfptate 
repetOy mei&orii tempus illud, quo fiia'viffifn& 

. vak confuetts^e fimi mibi KenityUt ne viTam,fi 
BOB ardentiiffimos dcTidario teiteor in eandeni 
feEckat^nqiiaptbociusevolandt. NccpitAHiee 
tempcffis anguftia, qUandoqisidBm Ibi^t cis^ 
neii8>ni^Eatlp, utpernovei^&fe ii]*«i^pkiri*s 
rak iic^^s obi^utus, tribus ridiqi:^ 
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et homo jnei juxis.— Qjiid i^ur?-— Dtcam 
quod res eft, n^c turpe escifthxubo talk amico 
indicdiTe 

i 

/^' 15?' C''* 

Sterile ut ubivis, He etkm insBdgib litaraturse 

Orientalis foliim necelTaria quidem at vitam 

* . • 

laute fatis alendam pi;^bet ; quod fuperfluum 
videri poiTet neutiquam coacedit. Donee igitur 
inexpedataqusedam fertilitas advenerit, itineris 
Anglici iterum fufeipiendi fpes prorfus joiiht ^ 
evanuit. Sed quae fors fert, aequo feram ani- 
n:o. Quandoqujdem verb hujus rei*mentio- 
nen\ apud tc injeci, addam etiam aliud, in quo 

r • * * • 

tu lorfjgDi poteris egregiej:nihi adjuvare. Con- 
ftitui, ut rebus meis melius confulam eamque 
fuperfluitatem confequar^ quae,et{i oareripoteft, 
tamen grata eft et jucunda fruentibus, adolef-* 
* bentulum circumfpicere, quern in aedes recU 
piam, cuj ufque mores dirigam ac ^^ubemem 
fed cuj^o imprimis ex veftratibus jdiquem re- 
cipere, ciim quod rarius {bleflt noftri homines 
pueros allis tradere, turn qubd meUus videsur 
{v^es qumn ingenud tecum agam) Anglo cul- 

E E 
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dam Hbcrtatem vendere, a miyor eft lau- 

f • 

tior mcrces expcdiafida.'-*Sedmoset deiictens 
cKarta, ut tandem definam efll verboftor. Tu', 
ft me amas, brevl. refcribes, quid tibi h^c de 
re videatur, et ft quid poteris mei caufd eiE> 
cere, id fcio te lubenter fadurum: — Ego tjui- 
dem nunquam committamj, ut quidquam, quod 
praeftaie poilim, a me fruftra petas. Uxor mea 
mecum te optfmam^ue matrem tiliam et foro* 
rem plurimum falvere jube^ Vale, mi Joneftt 
Schultenftumque tuum amare perge. 
Amfteledami, Prid. Non. Maii. 

XXKIV. 

^ONESIUS H. A'. SCHULTENS, S. 

Amice tibi et fuavlter hortanti, ut novo 
operi apud vos mox edendo ip«vsy meum con* « 
fetTero,eerte non deeflem, fed pangerem nef-^ 
cio quid, ut poflem ; nifi omnino egerem otio, 

c 

Cumenimqfticiummeumjudiciale,tumjbrenft$ 
labor, lucubratiodes continuae, dicendi medita-* 
tio,adio cjuifaram,et injure ref|K}ndendi mu- 
nu8, vix horulam mibi concedunt ad fonmum. 
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ist ad cibum capididum. Qj^me jucundlA- 
fimd fecefii oertiorem ^uid tu quidqus 

o • 

in patri^ tui'*agattir, gratUa ago maximas. 
Ego il quern Anglum generofum et ben^ locu> 

pletem invenero, qui vel fUium vel pupillum 

• • 

ad recolendas humaniores literas iftinc mit- 
tere voluerit ; laudis tus me verum pneconena 
fore polUceor, nec in re qudpiam din defutu* 
rum. Hoc tamen qu^ (it incertum, tu non 
ignores. Vale,imeque dilige. 

IV. CaL Jul. 1777. 

■t 

JMo. XXXV. 

. REVICZKIUS JONESIO, S, 

• • yiarfevia, J 7 Martii, 1779 . 

Pertulit ad me nuper Duninius Mnos 
tuosvaiiae eruditionis libros, novidim^ in lu- 
cem editos, quibus vehementer dele<^atus fum; 
nam et memorem te adhuc mei ex munere 
hoc gratus recognovi, etfingulms ilia dodfctina, 
qu^ fcripta tua referta luTcuriant, voluptatem,’ 

• e» ^ 

cum profe^u legend adtulit, et ad obliterata 
pend jam in animo meo hujufcemodi (India, 
icerum recolenda, (dmulum addidit. Vitam 


E £ 2 
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Perfici Sehadi Nadir jam atot^ prii^ep^ Ada^ 
mtifi Czaitorifki Un^s OrtentU^non iofelkitdc 
addins, legendam.mihl obtufit, .et qiize ia' 
^attibe adjun^ hohorifice de m'e meauniili 
ifl^^avit j fed ea quidem' aiirtoil’ ctga ibe tuq 
tiaic^ adfcripta velim. Nunc quod amoenio- 
ribus Uteris huncium dare, et Themidis (acra- 
rio uaic^ <* devovere decreveris, fine Reipub- 
fic« fiterariae jaftur^r'fieri ppfle non cenfeo, 
neque futurum fpero, quin te Melpomene nafi- 
centetp vidit, et nolentem volentem fub fuo 
imperio coercebit. Mibi jam in feptimum’ 
.annum, ti ad fiiftidium ufque.Viftula?, littora 
coluntur, felicioribus mutanda, ni fallor, ex- 
tindlo, ’ fi 4“8 placet, . in Germania bello. 
Quanto gratius in Britannid nec loi^e a te, 
tempus meum tranfigerem, fi me fata meis pa« 
terentur ducere vitam aufpiciis! Sed quocun- 
que ipcorum forte compulfus fuero, amare te 

non definam* Valp, 

< 

* 

. « ( 

. Nb. XXXVI. 

• H. A. SGHULTENS JONESIO, S. 

j, C^anqnam pluriihis occupationibus et 
fiepius et nuttc maxima impedior, i confer!- 
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bei^ ejnllolils, per 

moria recolattij^ a cufas 'ro fuavHate at(^ . 
deledatione moleft^ me s^oct: tamen 
tale mihi videtur argumenttna Kterarum tust*. 
rum, quas hi^di^bus a^epi, ut me&ii i!| trt* 
bus duntaxat verbis ad eas re^rtdere, qui^ 
dum mell&rem quserp fcribendi eppQrtunkiir. 
tem, nimi4 cundatidne^ effice^e, ut vel mbit 
ad caufam tuam; quse In Aimmo meo ei^ te 
iiudio, quam maximd inea eft, juvandam 
prasftare queam, vel, etfi a me juvart noif 
poilis, in fufpidqnem veniam’ negligentiae- in 
amieis colendis/eorumque voluntatl %c defi- * 
derlo pbtemperandcr. . 

Enunvero, mi Joneft, Intetlexi niam petitio* 
nem ^^&mi muneris, aeglQrioftffifiu,quod» 
ii viitute non fautoribus ambiend^ fit, baud 
Icia in quern conferri pofiit te digniorem, at- 
que omatiorem cum Ingenio, plurimanim re- 
rum utiliftimarum cognitione, admirabili elo- 
quentiae vi praeftanti^; fum verb patiias ac ' 
lUieitatis amantiorem, qui communi rerum 
veftrarum calamitati fiiccurrat majose confilioi, 
prudenti^, fortitudine, animi hitegritate, tiii < 



igitur alma M^^bnr noftra (nam pattere me 

Ig 

api^llatione pletatis meo fenTuilgrattficari) fa- 
lutis ac profperitatij fuae curam tutii^s com- 
mittatl 

Se4 hunc tuum, qui palkm cognitua eft, 
libertatis amorem noane in h^c temporum 
perv'erfitatetiblputas nociturumcfle? Ferentne 
pliirimi, a quorum fu5i;a^i8 cares pendet, per- 
fonam Academiae in comitiis' publicis a Julio 
Melejigom fuftineri? Beigse quidem de rerum 
ifeftraram ftatu lie judieant, difficile elTe bono 
viro, qui libertatis amoi'em pi^blice profiteatur, 
•‘ad rempublicam gerendam admoverL 

Verum haec dices nihil ad me pertinere : 

t' * 

modb quoddunque in me eft, omni ftudio 
conferam ad caufam tuam promovendam. At- 
que hoc ipfnm eft, de quo velim paul6 plura 
ex te feifeitari : quomodo et apud qnos illud 
ftudium profitendum fit ac dedarandum. He- 
beamne poteftatem fufFragium mittendi, cigus 
ratio pro cauf4 tul. habeatur? t Id quidem 
vix credidero. An ver6 ex amicis meis 
Oxonienfibus UU compellandi fint, a quorum 
. amkitii, benevolendd, et humanitate aliquid 
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Ipefare aufim, veluti- Kennic^ttus, Whitius, 
Winftanlejiw? Tu mi^ mox qpca- 

fione re&ribas, atque indices quid agendum 
fit. Habebis me tui ftudiofiflimum, nec ulld. 
in re patiar offidium meum tibi deefe. 

Ego nunc Leidas verfor, ubi ante annum 

fer^ cum dimidio, Patri meo defyndlo fucceffi 

• • 

in munere docendavum Uterarum Orientalium. 
Scd de his rebus cupio*propediem pluribus ad 
tefcribere. Nandvehementer etiam fcire cupio 
quid tu.agas, quid agant mater tua f|femiq^« 
rum optima, et foror mihi amiciflima. Velira 
meo nomine q)lurimam iis falutehi dicas, et 
obfequii atque amicitiae meae fignihcationem ' 
ad eas perferas. Vak, mi Jona/i, et me amar$. 
perge. 

Dabam, Lug^uni Bat. • 

Prid. Kal. Jun. 1780. 

Mifla funt qucedam exempla catalog! biblio- • 
thecae patris mei, quae ven^etur menfe Sep- 
tembri, ad bibliopolam Londinenfem, putb 
ad Elmll^jum. £x iis jufii unum ad te de- 
ferri. 
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No. t^KVlh 

JGNESItrS H. A. SCHULTENs, S. 


11 Xal. Jun. 1781 . 

Ego de bello hoc faciiiorfflidio q^uid fen-* 
t*iam» tu non ignoras ; quantum autem iim ty- 
rannorum. ofor^ quantus yerx libertatis fautor 
ct vindex,* carmqn hoc Alcaicum patrio fer- 
mohe fcriptum, dilucide monflrabit: fed in- 
humanas forent liters quS htimaniotes et pu- 
. taxtur et efle debent, fi viri literati, praefertim 
ii qui ftudiis deleSantur iifdem, bellum pluf- 
quam civile gererent. Perge ine igitur Ba- 
tavtls Anglum, ut facis, amare; quemadrno- 
dhm ego te, Anglus BataVum, et amo et ama- 
bo. Scito me run nuper hyemantcm et feria- 
turn feptem ilia noftrorum Arabum Jiifpenfa 
poemata, ne verficulo quidem omilTo, Anglice 
•reddidifle; totum opus, cum notis, et prooemio 
de vetuftioribus Arabiae monumentis, proxi,- 
irtis sftivis feriis in*lucem profei^e ftatui. 
Tabrizzii commentarium ipfe pofiideo; Zou<- 
zenii et notulas perutiles, cujus librl 


^ulchnus exemplar Lutetiae utendum accept. 
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bemgaiiliin^ mihi commodai^ jcolle^i^ 
Trinitatis Cantabrigienfei . iS'di(£/‘ notas et vfr- 

9 

Honem Periicam cum Anfarii fcholiis, et io^ 
£gni Obeidalla editione,' Oxonii habemus; 
fed omnin6 o|naes editiones et commentaiioa 
accedere vehementer cupio. Avus tuus lelicis 
memorise, quern ego maxime, ut debeo, fern* 
per facio, carmina U2 ec “ cedro digaa” prae- • 
dicat, feque ait, niii fklor, codicem Nabqfi 
Leydenfem in ^proprios • ufus tranicripilife. 
Prxtere^in bibliothecae locupletiffimas^(S'tf/6«^ 
tenjiana indice, cuj us. unum exemplar, Hun- 
tero, amico moo, fideliter tradidi, afterum ipfe^ 
avide pervolutavi,, haec verba legit “ 6990. 
Septtftn Moallakaf Arab, pucheiyime fcripta*” 
Eequis, amabcj, codicem hunc emptum polli- 
det? Quonam veniet prctio? Solet, empto- 
rem me non fuifle ; fed ego tunc .variis et 
magnis negotiis ipfe Jufpenfus de fufpenjis car- 
inibus ne cogitavi quidem. Adjuva me, per 
mufas oro, in opere hoc meo laut 4 fupelle(^ile 
ornando;*. et quicquid halves vel notarum vdl 
leftionum variarum apud te reconditunf, de- 
prome atque imperti. Multa de famili^ tuS 

• 

fi^apoLQ dixi in prooemio,' plura et magnlhca. 



ied et veta. Scire in primis Velim^ 

tsllnrne ^ feptcm po^is, prsetef Amriolkaifum 
et Tarafetn Latins rcdditus apud xoa prodierit. 
1/ibrum nieum, quem bene nitidum reddet 
BauJiigartius p urn ex, expe<%i. •• Mater mea 
diledtiflima omnium mulierum fuit, ut Temper 
ptitavi, optisna; eft, ut confido, fanfiiilinia } 
ego me ifi^Stu macerare non definam. Te et 
Schultenfiam tuam behc valere, fi quam citif- 
fime ccrtior fadlus fuero, id mihi erit gratif- 
fimuro Vale. 

f 

No. XXXVIII.'' 

t 

Baron REVICZKY to Sir W. JONES. 

c 

Londres, SO Juitty 1789. 

MONSIEUR, 

Par la Veftale, fregate qui devoit conduire 
ala Chine le Colonel Cathcart, je vous ai en- 
voye une lettre, Monfieur, en reponfe a une 
belle epitre Perfanne, que le Sr. Elmlley libraire 
dans le Strand m’a^fait teriir de votre part, et 
qui ip’a fervi d’un temoignage bien agreable 
du pr6cieux fouvenir dont vous continuez a 
m’honorer, malgre la diftance des lieux qui 
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n.9U# {^are. Mais le Colpaa^ 

6tant tnort en chemin IrfVeftalig etoit rci:oiir>» 

® • 

nee en AAgleterrei et j’ai* lieu de foup^onner 
que par cet accident ma lettre n’a pas attaint 
fa dellinatioa. • J'ai re^u depuis pen un fu- 
perbe ouvrage que vous avez fait imprimer a. 
Calcutti, et qui feroit honneur a l%plus celebte 
imprimerie de I’EcropI, accompagne d'une- 
aufli Elegante qu’obligCante lettre, oA j'ai re- 
connue la main he quelquc tres -habile Chattat, 
lije fuis encore en etat d’enjuger, careijveri^, 
faute de continuer a cujtiver’les langues Ori- 
entales, elles me font devenues fi'etrangere^ 
qbe li je n’en a^o is jamais rien appris. Je 
n’ai'pas encore vu’la belle ecjriture Arabe fi 
bien rendue par rimprimcVie, que dans le 
poemc Perfan dont vous m’avc 2 ffait I’honneur 
de me gratifier. Je fuis bien fache que pen- 
dant mon fejour a Londres j’ai ete prive de- 
vjDtre chore corn pagnie, qui ip’auroit ete d’une 
refoiirce ipfinie; etj ignore eneore fi je jouirai 
de ce bonheur lors de votre retour, me voyaht 
oblige de fuivre bientot ma nouvelle dfeftina* 
tion a Naples, o^i I’Empereur m’a nomroe fon 



Mini^. <|ii«T!e*qu6 foit md ddiiac&, 

Je Urdus' prid <i*ctre p^fuade^ q&e I*ibfence et 

f’j^oi|;bemetit ne changeront. jamais* rien ^ la 

que j'aipiife d'etre toute ma vie par 

ft^ifoflhoifianee et par inclinatidn,< % 

<• * 

Vdtre tr& Humble et fr^s obei0aiit, 

« ' Serviteitr, 


kEVICZKh 



Ap^iidlxt A . 

^ • 

7he Dejign of » (d 

Heroic Poem, itt Twdve 

.• ■ • • • 

By william J<»JES. 

Ne carmine quidem ludere contradum 
fit : ideoque mihi ;fidetur M/Tul^us tantuM. 

• • 9 • 

intulilTe eloquentix luVen, quod in hos quo» 
que ftudiorum TecelTus excurrit. 

^ Qulntil. Infiit. 1. x, 


The Idea of *011 "Epic Poem, at * Spa, ftdy 
* J77®>» Anno atat. 23, 

BRITAIN DISCOVERED: 

A P O E M. 

IN rWELVE BOOKS. 

THE DESIGN. 

. • THE firfi hint of this, poem was fug- 
geft*ed by. a palTage in *a letter of Spenfer to 
Sir Walter Raleigh, where ha vlqg explaiiied 
l^is intention in writing the Fairy C^een^ |^e 
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jiddsy t&it if he fotihd his 'Image of Piince 
Arthur^ and Ahe ^diegray the twelve pri« 
Tale virtues to be wdl accepted, he might, 
perhsqp^, be encouraged to frame the other 
part of political virtues in his perfon, after 
he came to be king. What Spenfer never 
lived to perform, it is my defign in fome 
ineafure to mpply, and in the fhort intervals 

’ t 

of my kifure from the fatigues of the bar, 
to hnifh an heroic poem on the excellence 
of our Conftitution, and the charadler of a 
perfedl king of England. 

W^hen this idea firft prefer ted itfelf to my 
mind, I found myfelf obliged, though un- 
willingly, to follow the advice cf BofTu, who 
iniifis, that a poet fhould choofe his fubje<5l in 
the abflradl, and then fearch in the w’ide field 
of univerfal hiftory for a hero exactly fitted to 
his purpofe. My hero was not eafy to be 
found ; for the ftory of King Arthur, which 
might have been excellent in the fixteenth 
century, has loll its dignity in the eighteenth; 
and it feemed below a w'riter of any genius 
to adopt entirely a plan chalked out by others; 
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« 

not to inentioi); that Milton had a delijg^ in 

his youth, of ipsdung AjthuiMds hero; that 

Dryden has given.u8 a iketch df his intended 

poem on the fame fubj^i; ; and that even 

Blackmore had taken the fame ftoiy ; whofe 

fteps it wer^ a *difgrace to follow. . • 

It only remains, therefore, to have reecmrfo 

to allegory and tradition} and* to. give the 

poem a double fenfe i in the firft of whichi 

its fubje6t is fimply this, the difeoveryof 

our ifland by the 7 yrian adventurers, who 

firft gafe it the name of Britain ; in* Uie ; 

cond, or allegorical fenfe, it exhibits the cha* ^ 

rafter above iftentioned, of a perfeft king of ^ 

this .countryj—a dharafter the moft glorious 

and l>eneficial of any that the Varmeft ima* 

gination can form. It reprefents the danger 

to which a king of England muft neceffarily 

be expofed, the vices which he muft avoid, 

and the virtues and great qualities with W’hich 

he fliuft be adorned. On the whole, Britain 

• 

Difeovered, is jntepded a^ a poetical panegyi 
rie-ou our excellent Conftitution, and as a 
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jpi^ge of the author’s attachment to it ; as a 
national epic > poem, , fiktf tiiofc of Homer, 
Viigil, Taflb‘, Camoe'ns, * dellgned to cele- 
hrate the honours of his Country, to difplay 
in a ftrildog light the mod important princi* 
pies cf politics and morality, and to incul- 
cate thefe grand maxims, that nothing can 
fhake.our ftate; while the true liberty of the 
fubje£t remains ’united with the dignity of 
the fovereign, and, that in all ftates, virtue is 
the only fure bafis of private and public hap- 

« t 

pinefs. 

A work, of this nature might indeed have 
been written in profe, either in the form of 
a treatife, after the example of'Ariftotle, or 
of a dialogue, in the manner of Tully, 
whofc fix books on government are now un- 
happily loft ; or perhaps in imitation of Lord 
Bolingbroke, who has left us fomething of 
the fame kind in his idea of a patriot king: 
(»ut as poetry h’as the allowed advantage oVfer 
mere profe, of inftilling moral pfecepts in a 
manper more lively and entertaining, it was 
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thought proper to d6liV^ th^whole'lfubje^E 
u regular m^ure^ un2ler the*fidion of an 
heroic adventure. 

The poem will be written in rhyme, like 
the tranflation *of the Iliad by Pope^ and 
of the Eneid by Dryden ; hnce it has been 
found by experience^ that the .verier of thofo 
poets not .only make a deep^ impreffion on ■ 

the mind, but are more eahly retained in the 

« 

memory, than blank verFe, which muft ne- 
ceflarily«be too diffufe, and in geneml caft 

only be diftinguillied from profe by the affec- 

• • 

tation of obfolete or foreign idioms^ inver** 

lions, and fwelling epithets, all tending to 

• • 

deftrdy the beauty of our language, which 

conlifts in a natural fweetnefs and unafFetfred 

perTpicuity : not to infift that a* writer who 

finds himfelf obliged to confine his fentiments 

in a narrow circle, will be lefs liable to run 

into, luxuriance, and more likely to attain 
* • 
that roundnefs of didbion To jufrly admired 

by the ancients. As to the monotony which 

many people complain of in our Ei^lifh 

thymes, that defe^f, which is certainly no' 

X»/e-V. H, F F 



finall (mCt if oady tkofe ending) 

which are exa^lj fiinilar, muft be compen- 
fated by a judicioui variation the paufes, 
aa artful diverfity of modulation, and chiefly 
by aypiding too near a return 'of the fame 
endings. 

The ntachin.ery is taken partly from the 
■Soeratic dodfaine of attendant fpirits or be- 
aevdent angels, like Tbyrfis in the Mafque 
of Comus ; and partly from the Scriptural ac- 
cbunt of evil fpirits worfhipped in Afia, un- 
der the names of Baal, Aftartd, Nifroc, Da- 
gon, hfammon, Moloch, aad in ancient 
Eurc^, where Cadnjus ' introduced them 
under thofe of Jupiter, Venus, Mars, Nep- 
tune, Vnlcan, Pluto. If any objedlion be 
made to thcfe machines, they may be conli- 
dered as allegorical, like Spenfer’s knights 
and paynims ; the good fpirits may be faid 
to reprefent the ttirtues, and the evil ones 
vices. 

'i 

Hie adrion, or ftory of the piece, is raifed 
upon ^the tradition before-mentioned, that' 
the Phoenicians iirft dlfcovered the ifland of 
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Britain ; but the reft mitft be fupplieti'' 
by invention. • * ■ t • • 

A priifce of Tyre, therefore, whom We 
may name Britanus or Britan^ ihOcked at 
the cruelty of hia countrymen in’ facrificing 
their prifoners to idols, and at their impiety 
in paying divine honours to eyilalpirits, had 
meditated a voyage to fome diftaht coaft ; 
with which intent, prefending to prepare for 
an expedition againft foiAe rival nation, he 
had builwa number of barques, and fecured 
to his interefts a company of enterprizing 
youths, but was doubtful whither he fhould • 

direct his coprfe, •till^ his attendant fpirit, 

* * * • . 

Rami%l, appeared to* him inanilion, com- 
mending his pious rcfolution, and advifing 
him to feek a beautiful ifle in the weft, where, 
after a variety of dangers on earth and fea, 
he would reign in peace, and be the proge- 
nitor of a noble race, who \’W)uld profefs a 
true Snd benevolent religion, dnd excel all 
other natidns in learning, arts, and valour. 
At the fame time, the fpirit fheWed him the 
piflure of a lovely nymph who then ruled 


F V s 
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the illand, ^^nded d&a^U of her ov^ll 

ftattnre. The prince* Unimated by this vifion, 

<1 

and deeply enamoured with the idea of the 
nymph, who, in the allegorical feafe, repre- 
fents Liberty, left the coal^ of Eboenicia, and 

r 

failed towards 

Thefe cir^amftances, being pretious to the 

4 • 

a£tioh, are not related tilL the fecond book ; 
for, at the opening d the poem, after the 
ufual introduction,, the prince is thought with 
Hs cotppanions to the mouth of t],\e Nile^ 
he lands, and advances towards the city of 
Memphis, 'but is met in a foreft by Ramiel, 
in the fliape of a venerably fage, who con- 
ducts him to the palace of the Egyptian king, 
where he fees the temple of fcicnce, the py- 
ramids (then 'juft begun), and other amazing 
edifices. After a fplcndid repaft, he is de- 
fired to relate tlie motives of his voyage. — 
The fubjeCt of the next book has been already 
explained ; but it w}ll be diverfified, like all 
the reft, with feveral fpeeches, deferiptions, 
and ^pifodes. — The third book begins with 
a confultation of the evil deities worihipped 



in Phoemda; whofe Vanous ‘^ata^ers are 
.delineated. Tjie debate is opeftied Iby Bakl, 
whO) in a furious fpeecli, complrins of the 
infult offered to their temples by the eiqpe* 
dition of the* lyrians, and difcouirf^ jvith 
malignity on the future happinefs of thdr 
defcendants. Various ftratagents are pro* 
pofed, to. obftrudt *th^ir progrefs. * At laft, 
Aftarte offers to allure tlie chief with the love 
of pleafure, Mammon to tempt him with 
riches ; Bagon promifes to attack hi^ fieet!^ 
Nifroc to engagp hiifi -in a defperate war, 
Moloch to affift his enemies by his epchant- ' 

ment, and Baal himf<;lf to fubvert his go- 

• • 

vemment, by inftilling into his Ihind a fond- 
nefs of arbitrary power. In the mean while* 
the Tyrians are at fca, accompanied by Ra- 
miel, who, in the chara<Ster of a fage, had 
. offered to condud them ; they are driven hy 
a tempeft back to Cyprus, where Allart^, in 

I 

the {Rape of a beautiful princbfs, like the ' 
nymph before defcribcd, attempts to feduce 
^he hers by jail the allurements of volup* 



tuoufoeft, wHch he i:efift8 at length by the 

alJjftance of the guardian ^rit, and leaves 

% 

the ifland, where he had almoft been induced 
to fettle, niiftaking it for the weftem ifle de- 
fcribed to him in his vinon‘.->*ln the fourth 
book, after an invocation to the nymphs of 
Thames^ the viipn Albina is reprefented 
. converfing with her damfels in Albion j — her 

* I 

dream, and love of the Tyrian prince, whofe 
image had been ihewn to her in a rivulet by 
the Genius of the ifle. The Phoenicians, 
landing in Crete, arc received by Baal, who 
.had taken the form of the Cretan king, and 
difcourfes to the prince in praife of tyranny, 
but is confuted by the fage. — The fifth" book 
reprefents a nation in peace ; a meeting, raiC. 
ed by the inftigation of Baal, is appeafed ; 
arts, manufadures, and fciences begin to 
flourifh. As the Tyrians fail along the coaft 
pf the Mediterranean, the fage, at the requeft 
of Britan, defcribes (o him the ftate of*Greece| 
‘Italy, and the Gauls, and relates* rather.ob- 
fcufely^ by way of prophecy, the future 
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glory aijd decline* of X^easT'^d Rome.— 
The Phoenicians reach* the freights, at*the 
evening of the fixth book. The evil fpirits 
aiTemble, and determine, iince .moft of their 
ftratagems hadTailed, to attack them by vio- 
lence. Dagon rail'es a tempeft and a great 
commotion in the elements, fp that {he whole 
fleet is covered ^ith darkoefs^ Ramiel en- 
courages the prince, and, pretending to re- 
tire from danger on account of his age, fum- 
mons a'^egion of .genii, or benevolent angds, , 
and engages thp evil ‘fpirits in the air. Nifroc,* 
in hopes of Intimidating Britan, appears to 
him in all his horrors^; the prince expoftulates 
with him, and daits a javeliA at the fpirit, 
but is feized by Mammon, and carried in a 
cloud to a diftant part of the* globe; upon 
which, Ramiel, whofe power may be fup- 
pofed to be limited, and who might think 
that the virtue of the prince Ihould be put 
to a i^ece trial, Jeave^ him for a time, and 

Bies, in 'his own (hape, to the manflon of 

_ * • 

the beneficent genii.— The feventh book is 
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wholly taken, .up wiSch- a*^delcription of tlM 
pppofite henl{fphere,*-to which* the prince is 
conveyed by MamiTion, whofe palace and 
treafure are defer ibed ; the Tyrian chief is 
almolV tempted to deilll from bis enterprife* 
and to reilde in America with the adorers 
of Mammon: — the inconveniences of an 
oligarchy idifplayed. The evil fpirits being 
diiperfed, light returns to the Tyrians, who 
find themfelves in ‘the ocean, but, milling 
their leader and the fage, difpute about the 

' regeijcy, and are on the point of feparat- 

‘ ( 

ing j — the danger of anarchy : ot length havr 

• ing an admiral and a commanded} they lanjJ 

on the coaft Cau|, at tKe beginning of 

the eighth book. iNifroc incites the king of 

that country to attack them; hence is deduced 

the origiri of the national enmity between 

.the Englifli and French. The guardian fpir 

rits aflemble ; their fpeeche? ; the genius •of 

Albion propolfs to fondudt Albina fo'the 
• • 

palace of Mammon, ip order to foufe the 
jljerp liom his ina6livity. — In the ninth bopkf 



the war in Gaul lA fop^ifed*<^ith aIttfiudiQ 
fuccef^ and v^ous herjws diftinguilh theftn* 
felves on hoth lides by their valour or virtue* 

• 4 

Moloch contrives an enchanted valley be> 
tween the OalRc city and the Phcei^ciaik 


camp, which diftrefles the Tyrians extreme- 
ly, who, delpairing pf the prince*^ return, 
are encouraged arfd alliiled, by ftamiel.— 
In the tenth book, tfie genius appears >to 
Albina, relates to her the'fituation of Britan^ 


and pafles with her .difguifed like young wai^ 

riors, through the centre of the earth ; {hey 
^ » 

rife on a fuddeTi in the gardens of Mammon,- 
arfd difcover-themfelvfs to the prince, who 
returns with them to 'Europe. — The malevo- 
lent fpirits, thus baffled in all their attempts, 
debate, in the eleventh book, upon taking 
more vigorous meafures, and refolve to hai- 


zard a deciiive battle wifh the guardian angels. 

T|»e war in Gaul continued ; ^a bloody com- 
. * 

bat; IhTXyrians put t<J flight*: Britan and 
Albina ap^ar and rally them ; the evil dei- 
ties defeated ; Gaul fubdued ; the Phoeni- 
cians pafs the enchanted valley.— 'In the laft . 
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book» the vi^orteus arnij march along 

✓ #• . . 

th^ coaft France, till they <lifi;ern the 

r 

rocks of Albion j vfpon which, they embark 
mid crofs the channel, attended by the in- 
Tifible genii, who fit in the® fails. The 
nuptials of Britan, who gives his name to 
the iiland, with Albina, that is, in the more 
hidden fenfe, of royalty with liberty. The 
Tyrians choofe their brides among the other 
nymphs. Ramiel conducts the king and 
queen of Britain to the top of a hi^h moun- 
tain^ fince called Dover Clifl^ whence he 

ihews them the extent of "their empire, 

« 

points to its different riVers, forefts, and 
plains, fctfetdis its future glory, and, having 
refumed his celeftial form, flies to heaven ; 
the hero and nymph defeend from the moun-» 
trin aftoniihed and delighted. 


BRITAIN DISCOVERED.*" 

BOOK I. 

The darlrg chief who left the Tyrian shorcj, 
And^ led by angels^ durst new seas cxplorcj 




Clomxnands my boldest strsaxi* Tlilrb* dire sisanoMf 
The shock of tempests^ a^d the clash of amis« 
He sought thci niaiii where blissfuf* Albion lay^. 
And^ heav*n-defended» tOok his jmxious wg(y. ‘ 
The' air-Born fiends his wdndVing fleet assaiPd, 
With impious xage^ yet love and truth prevail’di 
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f 

3RITMN DISCOtERED: 

AM 

HEROIC POEM. 

THE ARGUMENTS. 

€/ j 

I 

BOOK I. 

f 

THE Phtenicians having landed near 
Tertejffis, are Unkindly received byHhe na- 

* tivcsf their leader, Britan, fends Phenix 

f 

and Plcrmi<hy as his ambafladors, to the king 

c 

' Iberia^ who treats them with indignity, 
rejeds the proffered union, and commands 
them to leave his coaft. In the mean time, 
the prince of 'I'yre wanders, to meditate on 
bis deflined enterprife, into a foreft; where 
lus attendant fpirit appears to him in the 
character of a Druld^ warns him of ap- 
proaching dangers, and exhorts him R) tifit 

I 

in difguife the court of king Lusus; ’he con^ 

• ients ; ‘is conduced to the banks of the Ta- 
gus^ with a harp and oaken garland ] and is 



U& ’ 

horpitablf ent^aiaed by ' the ' *fi 

Lujitania, vrho preyails*on hinvto reUtte the 
hiftory of his life and fqjrtunes. The liartfe 
live begiris ifrom his vitibn of Albione ua. 
the groves of TyrCy and his confultatioa of 
the Memphian fages, to his arrival in Greece* 
He vifits Dido, his feth^’s fiftej, then enj» 

• t 

ployed in building. Carthage. A debate be- ; 
tween Phenix and the Carthaginian chie& 
on the beft poflible form of government. 

BOOK II. . 

. • 
• 

The gods of “India convened bn Mount. 
Cailds, by Rudra or Mahadeva^ the power of 
deftradion ; theit numbers, ch^adlers, attri- 
butes, and attendants. The goddefs Gangd 
announces the views and voyage of the 
Tyrian hero ; exprefles her apprehenfions 
of his ultimate fuccefs, but advifes the moft 
vehement oppofition to him ; declaring, 
his vhStoi^ will prove tlje origin of a won-* 
derful nation, who ’will pdlTefs themfelves of 
her banks, profane her waters, mock* the 
temples of the Indian divinities, appropriate 



die wealth df their kdorera, idtroduce new 
laws, a new Migioa) a new government, in- 
ftiit the Brdhtnens, ,and difregard the facred 
oedinanoes of Bribmd, After a folemn de- 
bate, it is agreed to exert aH their powers, 
and to beg^n with obftrudikmg the paiTage of 
the ’Bhcenicif^n fleet into the Atlantic^ by 
hurling a vaft mountain into the ilraits; 
they proceed immediately to a variety of hof- 
tile machinations. 

BOOK III. 

• The narrative of Britan continued, with 
a dcfcription of the Grecian iflands, of the 
Italian and Gallic ftiores, and clofed with 
an account of the tempeft that compelled 
him to land on the coaft of Iberia. The 
king of hujitamoy forefeeing the future great-* 
nefs of the prince, fecretly envies him, but 
promifes friendly aid in private^ afligning 

reafons for his- inability to give open fuc- 

• 

cour. Britari dcparte, and proceedsTioWard 
Gaul, in order to view the chahnel and 
beautiful ifle, that were deftined to perpe- 
, tuate his name. 



447 


. BOOK civ. 

The h£Vo, ftill difguifeJ,. «ad ^attended 
his tutelary genius, travels to the coaft o£ 
Gauhf learns .that the Idng of that country^ 
Gallus, invited by an embalTy from 
and inftigated by the Hindu god of battles^ 
had. refolded to concur in extirpibting the . 
Vhcenkians $ and is affprifed, that the 

t m 

tejjians had adlually aflaile/d the works which, 
his army, had raifed. On this, be teturna 
with incredible celerity ; while the benignant • 

genii, or ipirite, permitted to attend on fa-, 

• , , 

voured mortals, hold a fplendid convention 
in the Empyreanl • 


BOOK V. 

War is begun in form, and various ac- 
tions of heroes are related ; the Indian gods 
intermix in fight, and are oppofed by the 
guardwtrfpirits. Tarteffus taken by ftorm:' 
in a council of Tyrian chiefs, it is propofed 
by LeleXy to leave the coaft victorious,* and 
iiul inftantly to Albion ; but the impraClica- 
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bility of that jplan is e^inbad by a meirenger^ 
who announUs the fhdden obftrudion of the 
ihips;. Britan their propofes, as a meafure 
difbefefiil but necefiary, to purfue their courfe 
with vigour through Ideria and Gaul ; that, 
i£ conquered, they might perifh gloriouflyj 
^ conquerors, might feize the Hoflile galleys, 
-and in them pafs the channel. The propo- 
fel is received, with burfts of applaufe, and 
the Phatnician troops are drawn out in com> 
pScte asTiy. ' 

BOOK' VI. 

\ 

• Various exploits and events *10 battle. The 
aAions of Indra^ god of air, with his feVen 
evil genii j of Rama, B'elabadra^ Nared', and 
Cartic. The Tynans, in deep diftrefs, ap- 
ply to Lusub, who alliils them coldly. The 
Celts are every-where fuccefsful ; and the 
Gallic fleet covers the bay. 

t 

‘ • BOOK VII. , 

The guardian fpirit prepares the nymph 
Jilbidne for profperous events; encourages 
Britan^ but announces imminent penis j th^ 



leaves him on pretence of a^fting at certain 

Drtfidical rites. A^terrible ^qabat ip* the 

• • 

air, and*at the ftraits, between the oppoiiitg 

gods and the. tutelary angels; the mountain 

is rent from the mouth pf the ftraits, and 

becomes a floating ifland, which, being fixed* 

has the name of Madera^ anti is given to. 

Lysus. The Phcenician fleet hiving been 

with difficulty prefervbd from the Agnyajlra, 

» * 

or fiery darts of Mahif&y fails triumphantly 
into ihc Atlantic f after a furprifing r8treat-*of 
the army under the conduct of Britan, " 

t 

e ]%OOK VIII. 

The Druid returAs with a relation of ora- 
cular anfwers in the Celtic temples, concern- 
ing the deftiny of Albion, and the Atlantides^ 
or hJew World : the future American war 
and the defence of Gibraltar by 'different 
names, are obfcurely fhado^ed in the pre- 

didtidlfT** An obflinate naval fight ; in which, 

’ * 

BazTAN is wounded by an arrow of fire, but 
protected and carried fr*pin th? fleet ^7 hi^ 
attendant angel. 

XiTe— V. II. 


6G 



/ BOOK IX. 

The genius tranfports Britaa to the ifle of 
JIhion } which is delcribed by its mountains, 
vales, and rivers; then uninhabited, except 
by ny mphs and beings of a fuperior order. 
The palace and gardens of Albione-, who com- 
pletes, the cure of her lover, and acquiefces in 
his return to the arm^.; having firft, at his 
requeft, told her own adventures, and related 
the reparation of her illand from the coaft of 

^ r - 

Gaul. 

^ BOOK X. . 

The Gallic army arrayed : the aftions of 

their chiefs. A variety of, difttefs involves 

, • \ 
the Tyrians by fea and land ; they are driven 

to their works, and enclofed on both fides; 
1 

until their prince appearing i’uddenly among 
them, roufes their courage, and performs the 
moft heroic achievements, by which the fcale 
pf fiiccefs is cdmpletely turned. This bbok 
contains a number of events and epifodes; 

i 

among them is the death and funeral' of 
MfitCART, the Tyrian Hercules. 
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BOOK, XI. 

The indian deities iyivite thofe of Tyri 
and Syria to co*operate with them ; prophe* 

fying darkly, the invalion of theif empire by 

• • 

the Croifaders ; they excufe themfelves, 

equally averfe to the Gauls and Jo all the na- 

• • • 

tiqns of Europe ^ . A final conflid ; and a; 
complete vidory in every element by the 
Phcenicians oytv Callus scud. Iberusy and by the 
protediqg, over the malignant fpirits^ The 
vidors land in Albion^ lince called Britain^* 
on the coaft.of IZizwrf, now Hampjlnre\ a 
defcription of tl\e triumph, entertainments,’ 
and*fports. ‘ • , 


BOOK XII. , 

The nuptials of Britan and Albione^ or, 
allegorically, of Royalty and Liberty united 
in the conftitution of England, The attend- 
ing StrAd^ appearing in his own form and 
in all his. fplendour, preHids the glories 6f 
the country, and its difafters ; but animates, 


0 0 2 



m 

rather than 'alarms,. .th6 Hero and nymph, 
whdm he confoles, wHcnev.er he' ailHids them : 
he recommends the* government of the In- 
dians by their own laws. He then flies, his 
object, bdng attained, to ihecbleftial regions; 
they apply themfelves to the regulation of 
their domaiirand the happinefs of their fub- 
jedls. . . • 

The difcovery of tHe British Isles by 
the Tynans, is mentioned by Strah, Dio- 
; ddruSf 'and Pliny \ and proved as* well by 
' the Phcenician monuments found in Ire- 

a * 

^ LAND, ^ by the aflUnity bettveen the Irijh 
and Punic languages. .Ne'w t o n places . this 
event about "the Eight -hundred-eigbtylthird 
year before Christ, and in the twenty -JirJi 
after the taking of Troy 

BOOK I. 

Genius, or Spirit, or tutelary Power 
Of virtue-loTing he^v’n, yet uninvok’d 
By prophet rapt, or bard*m hallow’d shades'” 

To gnce his native nainWelsy, diough oft , 

Thy cares for Britain, thy celestial aid 
Grateful her 'sons have mark’d; if e’er thou Icdst 
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Her glittVing ranks inunatch’d o'er iMWtIle Bdis, 

Or, when her navies hurl’d 4isma]r tiyi^bugh GauL( 

Pointedst ^eir L^ht’nipg, and on some bright ma^t 

Satst like an eagle plum’d wi& inctoiy, , 

Oh ! fill this glowing bosom, whilst I siqg 

Her charms, her glories, and thy love divine. 

« 

What Chief, what Sage, what Hero, train ’4 by thee 
To wisdom, first on this delightful isle 
Struck his advcntVous psow ? That jsac^d fyrm 
Of state, self-balancM) harmony sublime, • 

Freedom with sovVeignty in sweet* accord, 

Who constituted first ? The Prince of Tyre 
Long wandering, long depres^d, yet e’er impelPd * 
Right onward, till fair triumph bless’d his toils. 

By godlil& worth and beauty’s heav’nly clianrf. 

* • ^ 

Now were his light-oarM galleys temp^t-tost 
To rich Tari‘Es?us, on the far-sought shore 
Of that proud realm^ where Bcetis, ample. flood, 
Rusli’d o’er the manors of Iberus old. 

Fam’d for the laughing sheaf, the sil^ fleece. 

And many-cluster’d vine ; not fam*d her 50ns 
For meek deportment, or the soothinjj voice 
Of hospitality, and reception mild 
In sure abode, to strangers visitant. 

From Book vii. 

As Tibciian mountains rise 
Stupendous, measureless, ridge beyond ridge. 

From Himcia, below .the point far seen 
Of Chuma}uri, to more lofty steeps, 

Ccmibala vast, then loftier without bound, , 

Till sight is dimm’d, thought maz’d} the traveller 
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r 

PerplcxM, and wttm with toil each' hour renew’d, 
Stilhthrough delp vales, aiad o*er rough crags proceeds: 
Thus on the beech, now died with hoVrid gofe. 
Warrior o’er warrior towering, arms on arms. 

Dire series, press’d ; one slain, the next more fierce. 
Assail’d the Tyrian : he his falchior^ keen 
Relaxed not, but still cloth’d its edge with death, 
Disturb’d, yet undismay’d; stung, not appall’d* 



Appendrx. 



PREFkrORT DISCOURSJ^ 


TO 

AN ESSAY Oisi* THE liisTORY OF 
THE *JURRS. 


There is no people in Europe/ which ^ 

has raifed tlie terror, .and excited the curio-* 

fity of the ©hriftian world moi'e than the 

Turks \ nor any, I believe, of whofc true 
• * 

genius and manners* we have »fo imperfedl a 
notion ; for though a great number of tra- 
vellers, and among them feVeral excellent 
men, have from time to time publifhed their 
obfervations on various parts of the Turkijb ‘ 
empire, yet few of them, as, it evidently ap- 
pearS^T uhiderftood the* languages that are 

* ft 

fpoken irJ it, without which their knowledge 
could not fail of being very fuperfici^ and 
precarious, 
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It has generally happened, that the per- 
fons* who haW refided amon^ the Turks^ 
and whoy from th^r {kill in the" Eajlern 
dialedts, have been beft qualified to prefent 
us with an exaift account df <-that nation,- 
were either confined to a low fphere of life, 
or engaged ip views of interefl, and but lit- 
tle iiddidfed to polite letters or philofophy ; 
while they, who, front their exalted flations 
and refined tafte for ‘literature, have had both 
. the opportunity and inclination of ^enetrat- 

* ing into the fecrets of Turkijh policy, were 

t 

totally ignorant of the language ufed at Con- 
Jiantinople^ and confequently were deftitute 
of the foie m&ms by which they might Ifearn, 
with any degree of certainty, the fentiments 
and prejudices of fo fingulai- a people ; for 
the Mahometans y naturally ignorant and re- 

• ferved to men of our religion, will difclofe 
their opinions tp thofe only who have gained 
their confidence by a long intimac^ with 
them, and the Greek fubjedls, who have a 
juft deteftation of their oppreffors, can hard- 
ly be fuppqfed to fpe^ of them with tolera- 


' 
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ble candour. Aa to the geixraUty of into'- 
preters, we cannot exped froin men of {hjdr 
condition any depth ol^ reafoning, or acute- 
nefs of obfervation; if mere words are all 
they profels^ mere words muft be all they 
can pretend to know. 

It may therefore be given as a general 

* • • 

rule, that no writer can exhibit»a juft ■ pic- 
ture of the manners of any people, who has 
not either converfed familiarly with all ranks 

of thegi for a conftderable time, pr, by a 

• ’ 

more tedious procefS| extradfed their fenti». 
ments from ijie books that are wf itten in their 

•language ; ^ and .it is equally true, that the 

* » • ^ 
jufteft defcription* of the ^Jiatic manners • 

« 

muft . neceffarily be given by .thofe, who, 
beftdes a complete acquaintance with Orien- 
tal literature, have had the advantage of a 
long refidence in the Eaji\ for which reafon, 

the moft authentic account of a Mahometan 

. • • 

nation; that ever was publiftied, is that ’of 
the Ee^fians by the traveller Chardin^ ^ho 
not only had the moft familiar inttrcourfe 
for many years with the greateft men in 



c , ( * 

Ijpaharty but '^^as perfeclly acquainted with 
UsMt^PtrJian Mftories asid poems, from which 
he has given us manur beautiful extradls. - 
We have great reafon to regret, that no 
relation of equal authority, hits •been written 
on the manners of the *iurks\ for among 
the many nj»’ratives on, that fubjedt which 
have been ' prefcnted to the public, there are 
very few that can be rfecommended to a fen- 
fible reader. Therd are indeed fome works 
. in-thc languages of Europe^ from which, as 
from fo many copious iburces, we may draw 
a» variety of real knowledge on this head ; and 
it will not be improper in- this difcourfe tb 
give a lift of •them, with a few remarks on 
each, before I proceed to mention the Eaji- 
ern books, both printed and in manufcript, 
from which the materials of the following 
■eflay were taken. This feems to me a more 
reafonable and Jefs oftentatious method of 
producing my authorities, than to .fill 'SVery 
page with ufelefs quotations, and references 
'to fedtions or chapters, which few readers 
will tJ^ke the pains to cdnfult. 
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One of jmcieot, lind peilu^ liie 

moft agreeably of .theftf worksf\;oinprifes die 
four eptjlles of BusBEC<Dn his embafly to So- 
liman the Second, and his oration on a plan for 
fupporting ervtgorous war againjl the Turks \ 
in all which pieces, his didion is extremely 
polifhed and elegant, his obfeesrations judi- 
cious, his accounf of public fa£)% indifput^^ 
bly true, and ^his ane*cdotes tolerably authen- 
tic : but by negledling* to make himfelf a 
complete matter of the Turkijh language,* or 
by his long confinement at Conftantinople, he 
omitted an Opportunity of converfing with 
the finett writersi* and ablett fcholars, whom 
the Othman empire ever produced, and J 
whofe beautiful compofitions added a luttre 
to the reign of Soliman. ‘ 

The Turki/lo articles in the vatt compila- 
tion of M. D’Herbelot, are of the higheft 
authority, fince he drew them from a num- 
her of Eattern manufpripts, many of which 
were ctJmpofed by Turks themfelves, who 
had at leaft as fair a chance of knowing their* 
own manners and opmicns, as any European 
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whatevo:. It is not poffible too lavifh 
in the pnu&^oof that* excellent work, which 
has the unconunon* merit of being no lefs 
agreeable than learned ; and though it is dif- 
iM^ed according to the order 6f •the alphabet, 
yet it is fo judiciouily contrived by the help 
of references,^ that with all the convenience 

of a difticfaary, it may be read for. the raoft 

< 

part like a regular treatife. 

The Hfftory of Timur or Tamerlmt^ writ- 
. ten originally in Arabic, by a native of Da- 

' I 

. *mafcus, and tranflated • into French by M. 

I 

Fattier, delerves to be credited, as far as it 
^ < 

relates to the conquefts df- that hero in th'e 
Lower Afa, and to his 'war with the fiiltan 
Bayazid the Firji, who was forced by the 
Tartars to riife the fiege of Conjlantinople. 
The a^mts of Timur are related at large in 
•this elegant work, which difplays a frithful 
and interefting , picture of the Afatic man- 
ners in the fourteenth century ; the author of 

I 

it was contemporary with the Tartarian war- 
' rior, and was eye-witnefs of the principal 
fadts which he records.' 
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The Tales of tie fifty Vijtrs^ tranflated%y 
M. de la Croix^ are al&.undoiihtedly autheiH 

*, f • 

tic j and though they ace very inelegant, and 
in feme parts trifling, yet upon the whole 
they are ingenious, and ihew in Tome de- 
gree the turn of mind of the people for 
whom they were invented; Jb^t the moft 
ufeful tranflation of a Turkijh book that haS 
yet appeared, is that^n Italian, of an admi- 
table hiftory by the ’Mufti SAADEfibiN, 
which ^reaches indeed no lower tlian the. 

m • 

reign of Selim the Firji ; but for the beauty 
of its compoiition, and the richnefs of ks 
matter, may be compared with the fineft hif- 
toribal pieces in th^ languages* of Europe. 

It will feem ridiculous to place a Turkijh 
diSlionary among thefe authorittes ; but it is cer- 
tainly true, that the great repofitory of Eajtern 
learning, compiled by Meninski, contains 
not only the'cleareft explanation of common 
woi ds, and prt^er names, but exhildts the mod; 
e;xadl fjpfecimens of the colloquial expreffidhs 
and forms of fpeech ufed by the TurSs; and* 
a judicious writer will not fail to obferve the 
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mmutefl phrafe^ or 'eyen. the cofOmoneft 
proverbs of a nation .^hom he intends to de- 
icribe) fincc they foipetimes comprife an al- 
luilon to local culldms, and often include 
ibme maxim or received opmion| which may 
ferve to fet the charader of the people in a 
ftriking light. It is a remark of Mr. Pope^ 
in anfwer jo a line of Lord Hervey, that a 
diSiionary^ which gives us mty thing but wordsy 
mujl be not only an expen/he y but a very extra- 
vagant one\ yet, methinks if a diftionary 
,can be found, which is not very expenfivcy nor 
very extravagant, it cannot r^afonably be 
‘cenfured for giving us a little real knowledge 
as well as words. 

o 

The Hi/lory of the Turks by the prince* 

* It will give hie pleasure to pay a small tribute in 
this place to the memory of that excellent man, by 
vindicating his character from the very unjust and ground- 
less charges of M. de Voltaire, who allows indeed, that 
he possessed the united talents of the ancient Greeks, a 
taste for polite letters, and a skill in the art of war. He 
adds, this Canteniir was supposed to be a descenefant of 
Twiiir, known by the name of Tamcrlatyc, because 
Timur gnd Temir sound nearly alike, and because the 
title of Kan, which Tamerlane bore, is found in the 
name of Cantemir* Now the truth is, that the syllable 
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Cante^iir, far lurpalQes, ia authority asd 
method, every 'work o^. the fame fubje^ in 

Cifrtisnot kMn, a title honour, but kda^ 

blood ; and the words Timur^ or Teinlr, are used in- 
differently in the ^Turkish language for Demir^ that is 
iron^ which was the precific meaning oi TT an Jfrlan^s 
true name : so that Cantemir literally signifies the blood 
of Timur ; and the propriety of thi%,name was con- 
firmed by a Tartarian chief, who ^sismx^ Denutrius^ 
that a prince of his nation, lineally descended from 7V- 
merlaney had married a Ciiristian woman, from whom 
the family of the Cantemirs^Yizi their origin. JSut, 
continues the French historian, whatever might be the 
lineage oi^ Cantcmh\ he owed all his fortime to ^he^ 
Turkish court; and wjjs po sooner* invested inhis.prin|^ 
cipality of Moldavia^ than he betray ed^the sultan, his 
benefactor, to th& Russian emperor, from whom he had 
hopes of greater gain : the Czar^ he adds, relying on* 
his ’promises, advanced ^in the month of June to the 
banks of the river Jlicrasus, or ihe*Prutk, where, by 
depending on Cantemir^ he met the same hardships, 
tliat his rival Charles had suffered at Pidtava by having 
trusted to Mazeppa. It must have cost this ingenious 
writer some pains to have crouded so many errors into 
so few words. Cantemir inherited an ample fortune 
from his father, and lived at Constantinople in a splendid 
ret/-eat, where he amused himself with building palaces 
near tjje Rosphoriis, and adorning them with the finest 
remains of oild Grecian sculpture, that could be procured: 
while he \/iis engaged in these, and other agreeable pdr?- 
suits, Brancovan^ prince of Valachia^ was accused of « 
holding a secret correspondence with the Czar; and 
Cantemir^ who accepted, much against his inclination. 
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any Europtm was edijtcated at 

Ca^antm9pki Q.nd acquainted fmok his ear^ 

the title of Prince of Moldavia^ was sent by the Turkish 
comit wi& orders to seize the person of the rebel. As 
hlsi'evenoes were not sufficient to suj^rt his new dig- 
nity wjthou^: some indulgence from the ciourt, the sultan 
promised to dispense with his paying the usual fine* 
upon his investiture^ and to defray the. additional ex- 
pences that he iiiight incur on account of the war; but 
the prince had no sooner reached the capital of Moldavia^ 
thai| he received orders from^khe ministers to remit with- 
out delay the fines due to the sultan, and the vizir; to 
collect provisions for an afrmy of sixty thousand Turks; 
to complete the bridge over the Danube i and to march 
in person towards Bender before the festival of St. 
"Xieorge. The prince, on receiving these commands, with 
which it was ciot in his power to comply, resolved to 
join the Czar, and was of signal service tO him, as it 
appesu-ed by the great regard, which that monarch pro- 
fessed for him till the hour of. his death. The di:tress 
of Peter was owing to his dependence on the promises 
of Brmcovan^ who had engaged to supply the Russians 
widi provisions, yet remained an idle spectator of their 
calamity, till their camp was threatened with a famine. 
Thus, one of the finest writers of our age accuses a 
-generous and amiable prince of ingratitude, avarice, and 
perfidy, merely for the sake of comparing him with 
Mazeppa^ and of drawing a parallel between the conduct 
ot Charles XII. and Peter L; and he deserf es still 
more to be censured, fox' deviating knowing]y from the 
truth, since it appears from some parts of his Genetal 

c 


* Called by the pishkesh. 
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Heft youlfi v^itK tHe ^dhitis and inaiiiiers o£ 
the Turksy and as he ^ras em^aently ikHled 
in the Arabic^ Perjian^ and Turkijb lan- 
guages, he wSs enabled ' to draw his know- 
ledge of their, affairs from the fountun-head : 
for which reafon, if his narratiTe were not 
rather too fuccindl, and if he had dwelt 
fomewhat longer ou the fubjed of the Eaftern - 
government and literature, or had unfolded 
all the caufes of the greatnefs and decline pf 
the Othman empire, his work would ha^j^e 

» 

been complete, and. my prefent attempt en- • 
tirely fuperfluqus. As to his piece, conft- 
dored as a literary performance, it contains ' 
all the qualities 'which ^ully lays down as 
neceilary to conftitute a perfeA hiftory^t 
nothing is aflerted in it that has the appear- 
ance of falfehood; nor any effential thing 
omitted that has the leaft colour of truth ; . 

there is no reafon to fufjped the writer either 

» • 

- * 

History ^ tharhehad read the ^orks of Cantemlr, and 
aclfiiired his* character. See iho Life of Charles Xl/; 
-book v.i and the History of the Ituasian Z?w/>irf,>vol. fi, 
chap. ii. 

* Cicero de Qeatore, ii. 15. 

Lfe^X. II • H H 



of partiali^ <x difaSfeiGbi^n ; the. border of 
time is accurately preferved, and the.defcrip^ 
tion of remarkable peaces frequentlyoinfin'ted; 
the author gives his judgment, openly, on the 
cdunlels of kings and general^; ^he relates the 
circumllances of every, memorable ad ; and 
ihews both^the caufes and confequences of 
every- important event: Fith regard to the 
perfons, he defcribcs tSe lives and charaders 
not only of the fultans, but of all the emi- 
npnt men who bore a confiderablc^ fliare in 
, the great tranfadions of the nation; and he 
drei&s the whole piece in a'n, eafy, natural, 

• and flowing ftyle, without affefling aey 
merit, but that of cleamefs; except where,, 
for the fake, of variety, he drops a few 
flowery expreflions in the Oriental manner. 
To, winch may be added, (a qualification that 
. Cicero fecms . to . have omitted in the paflagc 
juft referred to,) that he has made his work 
extremely agreeable,^ and has infufcd ,into it 
that exquifite charm*, fo neceflary in ^11 
finilhed compolltions, which makes the ■ 

* Tuyyfls/ as the Gr'eeks called it. 
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reader leive it unwillingly, and return to it 

with eageltnefsi It k almoft needkk to lay,’ 

after this? juft encomiun^ that CAWTEMiit’s 

hijlory renders the compilations of Knollts 

and Rycaut entirely ufelefs ; though both of 

thoie works are well written, and the former 

even elegantly for the age in wiych the au- 

• 1 

thor lived : yet T rouft do them the’ juftice- to ‘ 
acknowledge, that I have borrowed feveral 
hints from them, though I could not make 
any pofitlve alTertion upon their autliority, 
as they were both ignprant of the Turkifl> • 

i 

language ; and* fince a very fenllble writer *. 
obferves evep of Plutarch^ that though he 
was ftippofed to "havt refided in Rome near 
forty years at different times, yet, he fee ms 
never to have acquired a fufHcieat fkill in the 
Roman language to qualify himfelf for the 
compiler of a Roman hiftory, the fame ob- • 
jeftjon may certainly be made to the two 

hiftorijfns* above mentioned, one of whom" 

• . • . . 

fpapt moiV of his time in a college, and thd- 
other, though he redded many years in ^ 
* Middleton, in the prefsu% to his Life of Cicero. 
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Turkey; was forced to coiwcffc with flie Turks 
by the help cffran interpreter. • * 

f 

The letters of a « lady, famed for her wit 
and fine talle, are in every body^s hands ; and 
are highly ellimable, not only for the purity 
of the ftyle, and the livelinefs of the fentiments, 
but for the curious pidt^e they give of the 
Turkijh m&nners in the prcfent age, and par- 
ticularly of the women of rank at Conjianti- 
nople, whofe apartments could not be accefli- 
ble to Acommon traveller. . 

' The author of Objervations on the Govern- 

$ 

ment and Manners of the Turks had, from his 

, i 

refidence in their metropolis, and the diftin- 
guiihed part that he bore in it, an opportuni-> 
ty of infpedting their cuftoms, and forming a 
juft idea of their charadter. It is a fingular 
pleafure to me to find many of my fentiments 
confirmed by the authority of fo judicious a 
writer ; nor do I defpair, if this efiay Ihould 
fall into his hands, of giving him a* more fa- 
vourable opinion of the ‘language, 

which he fuppofes to be formed of the very 
dregs of the Perfian and Arabian tongues \ and 
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a higher Motion of the Perjian poeiiy, whicTi, 

he obferveSy it; is almoft' impofljl>le, as as 

he can find, for the beft*tranfiator to convert 
^ • 

even into common fenfe*. 

But the latbf!) and, perhaps, the moft curi- 
ous publication on the fubjed of the Turks, 
was, j^Treatife on TaSiics, written ^n Turk* 
ijh; in the year i73i,fnd tranflate^ two years 
ago by a foreigji nobleman, who added to it 
d very fenfible preface, and learned notes, Jt. 
was the Objedl of this little work to vecoifl- ; 
mend to the Otbman court the military dif-* 
cipline of the C/iriJiians, axid to difplay the ad* ^ 
vkntage of that artful di^ofition of their troops, 
by which the timorous and fufpedled men are 
put under a neceffity of fighting, even againft 
their will ; a difpofition, which ^Hannibal, and 
other great matters in the art of war, have fol- 
lowed with fuccefs, and which, if we believe ' 
Jdomer, was even as ancient as the fiegc of 
Troy: 

m 

The horse and chariots to the front assign’d ; ^ 

The foot, the strength of war, he rang’d behind ; 


* Second Edit. p. 38. 
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‘Tb'e mid^jpacei suspected trooptjnq!|ily/ 
ilpclos’d bj both, nor the. power, tp 

PoI'E’s iv. S42. 

The whole treatile is entertaining and in- 

ftru<5live; and though it is very imperfed, 

and "ofirti erroneous where ChrijHans arc 

mentioned, yet it 'Supplied me with many 

important lights, in enquiry concerning 

^ r 

'the caufes of the greatnefs and decline of '-the 
Turkilh empire. * 

Thefe ar«e the principal works in the Ian- 
guages of Kurape, that have fallen into my 
hands, on the fame fubjeft with the following 
. Effhy\ -and, though I have torrowed very 
frdely from them all, yet b*v making this ge- 
neral acknowledgment of my obligations to 
them, 1 obviate, I think, any objeftion that 

m 

can be made on that head, and cannot juftly 
be reputed a plagiary, if to the paflages taken 
from others, I add a feries of remarks peculiar 
to myfelf. I *very foon defifted from tay 
ifearch after the other books on the Turkifh 
afiairf, in the French and Italian languages; 
fpr, after having run over a great number of 
them, I found them to contain little more than 
the fame fails, which are related more ele- 
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gantly j>y the aboVe-'inei^oaed AutlKH'St widik 

1 

the additron df fojne idle fables* and 
nent proje^s. As to the Greek wrlterjs of th^ 
Byzantine hiftory, who have given us an no- 
count of the ^rksy it was the lefs n^selT^ry to 
examine them with attention, as KnoUesy&t^ 
to have reduced them to their qpintel&nciei and 
iitd^ed, the generzAit^ of thqfe hiiforians w^e 
more attentive, to the* harmony of their pe- 
riods, and the beauty of their expreilions, than 
either tcf the truth of the fafts which they te-; . 
lated, or to the folididyof the remarks dediicect ' 
from them. They were no longer (hofe eir* 

dellent Greeks, whofe works remain to this 

. • 

age, as a perfe£l, example of the noblell: fenti- 
ments delivered in the pureft ftyle : • they feem- 
ed to think, that fine writing* confifted in a 
fiorid exuberance of words, and that, if they 
pleafed the ear, they were fure to fatisfy the* 
l^eart: they even knowingly corrupted the 
AJiafic ncunes, to jgive them a more agreeable 

found*, by which they have led their fuc- 

• • 

* Thus they changed Togt'vl Beg into TangroIipLcy 
and Azzo'ddin f into Azatikes. 

Ill • 

• f \ the strength of religion^ 



472 

eeflbrs into a number ridiculoi:& errors, 
and*^have their* hiftorie^ the air of a 

r 

romance. * 

Before I proceed to the books, which the 

a 

Turii themfelves have written bn their own 
aSiurs, it will be necelTary to make a digref* 
fion on t\i!e^*Ktarature in* general, left the opi- 
nion 'ivhich moft men entertain of the Turkijh 
ignorance^ (hould induce fomeof them to fuf- 
pe£l the aut^jiority ot thefe works, or even to 
.ddUbt of their exiftence. * 

It is a ridiculous notion, thf.n» which pre- 
Vails ampng us, that ignorance is a principle of 

the Mohammedan religion^ add that the Koran 

• « 

inftru£ts the Turks not to be inftrufted. I 
have heard many fenftble men inveighing 
againft the mean policy of Mohammedy who 
they fay commanded his followers to be ig- 
norant, left they fhould one day or other learn 
that he had impofed upon them. There is 
not a fliadow of truth* in this: Mohammed not 
only permitted but advifed his people to ap- 
ply themfelves to learning. He fays exprefsly 

• 

,in his ftrange book, Where there are many 
fine ideas mixed with a heap of rubbifti, that 
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• • 

the man ^ho has knowledge /of Ms piftiion^ Bat 
received’ cf valuable gift ; and imoQg his*lky- 
ings, which .were prefiSlrved by his intimate 
friends, and are now confidered as authentic« 
there are feveral which recommend learaing 
in the ftrongeft terms; as, the ink oj tbeleam^ 

ed and the hlood of martyrs are*tf equal value 

• • . * * * * 
hi heaven, and learning is permitted to all Be- 

iievers both made and female : not to mention 

that precept of his, which is well loioi^ 

Seek learning, though it were. in China*. * • • 

There would be n6 end of quoting all the \ 

llriking exprellibns of this lingular jnan, ani| 

the ablell profeflprs of his religion, in praife 

of knowledge and letters; indeed we all know, • 

no modern nation was ever more* addi^ed to 

learning of every kind than the Arabians \ 

they cultivated fome branches of fcience with 

great fuccefs, and brought their language to a 

Idgh degree of clearnefs and preciflon; a proof 

that they had not only pien of tafte, but even 

many philofophers among them; for, that 

language will always be moft clear and pre- 

cife, in which moft works of real philofophy 
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have been writt'en. We afe willrag allb to 
allow, that th* Terjicms lutve been a polite 
and ingenious peopla, which they could not 
have been without a fufficient culture of their 
talents. They lay for a long fime aftonifhed 
and ftupified at the rapid progrefs of the Mo- 
hammedan argas ; but when they began to re> 
vive; and hid embraced the religion, of thejf 
conquerors, they followed their natural bent, 
and applied theinfeRes with great eagerncfs 
.to the improvement of their language? which 
was by that time grown very rich by its mix- 
ture with tfie Arabic. We are no lefs can- 
did to the Indians^ whom we know to hav(? 

• . 

been a wife and inventive nation ; we read 
with pleafuKe their fables of Pilpai\ we adopt 
their numericil charaders; we divert and 
ftrengthen our minds with their game of Chefs ^ 
and of late years, we have condefcended to 
look into their waitings ; but by a ftranged*; 
gree of obftinacy, we'perfift in considering 
the Turks as rude, favage, and not only un- 
'acquainted with the advantages of learning, 
but even its avowed persecutors, 
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This prejudice, abfurd as it majr feem, is of 
very ancient jgrowth ; ‘it was fitH brought into 
at.that memorable period, when Iett» 
ters began to revive in the weft ; and has con- 
tinued to this day without any dimiiyition. 

It was the faftiion in that age to look upon 
every perfon as barbarous, wji»«did^ not ftudy 
the philofophy of* the old 4^cademy ; and b^ 
caufe the urjis ha^ driven the Greeks from 
their country, it was immediately concluded 

that thSy perfecuted tvcxx the language . 

% 

learning of that nation, * 

• • 

It is certain, indeed, that the Turks were 

. * 

for many years wholly addidied to arms j but 

o * • 

when they had.fecured their cbnquefts in Afia^ ,* 
and efpecially when they were fettled at Con~ 
Jlantinopky they began to cultivate every fpe- 
cies of literature ; and their fultans often fet 
them the example. At that time, they were 
»fb fenfible of the high polWh which learning 
gives to ‘the manners’ of every nation, that 
they refledled with difdain on their ancient 
rudenefsj and one of the be ft poets, quoted 
by M. sTHerhelotf fays, although the rude dif. 
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fojition of the Turks ftemid to be fi Xfotder that 
had ho remedy *yet wbeh'tbey dijpejfed ibe clouds 
of ignorance •with the fudy of fdite letters^ 
many of them became a light to the •world’^, 
Btit l^re.we muft be underfCobd to fpeak 
luerely of poetry, rhetoric, moral philofophy, 
liiftory, and lefs abftrufe parts of know> 
ledge ; for we mud confefst and xht.AJiatics 
confels themfelves, that* they far Inferior 
to the natives of Europe in every branch of 
pure and mixed mathematics, as well in the 

* In Turkish, • 

■?/ , • 

jBut this opinion is contradicted by a satirist ^ who asserts that^ 
if a Turk excelled in every branch of science, and were 
th^ ablest scholar of his age, jet a certain rudeness yrould 
ever adhere to his dispositjpn* • 

)'^h) a) 
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arts of ^jiinting^suld fculpturi^ which thdr W* 

ligion fdrbids them tQ. cultivate; averjfab- 

furd piece of luperftition ! which the "Per^Mi 

and wifely negledled, as they knew 

that their le^flator prohibited the imitation of 

vifible objects to the Arabs of his age, left 

they fliould relapfe into their^ recent foUy of , 

adoring images; and that when the reafonof 
• • ^ • 
the law entirely ccafits, the law itfelf ought 

alfo to ceafe. They begin, however, to imi- 
tate om ftudies j and they would undoubt^ly 
have made a conCdcrable progrefs in the fci* 
ences, if th^prefs at Conjlantinople had imt * 
Jailed upon the death of Ibrahim, an officer df 
tho Porte, and*, what was rgore fingular, a . 
very learned and able printer, whofe place has 
not yet been fupplied. This enterprifing 
Turk, who had learned hatin by his own in- 
duftry, and was no contemptible w'riter in his 
native language, founded a fet of types, 

and.prhited, under th^ protedlion of the court, 

• ^ 

feveral pieces of Oriental hiftory , fome treatifes 
of geography with maps, and an eflay of his 
own upon the military difeipline of the Ez/rj?- 
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peons*} but ncxa of ^is 'dcnlntiTmfbi bate 

contuiued hisffoje£t} becaufe it is iilij[>ofnble 

to ttiulerfiaikl the dai%al writings of tke TsirAs 

without moret han a moderate knowledge of 

Terjian and Arabic, to which =i\one can pre- 
( 

tend, who have not made thofe languages their 
particular ftudy for many years;' and this is 
no doubt thfr reafon, why there are fewer men 
of letters among the Turks than among us ; 
for though an intimate acquaintance with thi& 
Qn^kaxi^ Roman authors is neceflary^to fup- 
port the ' charader of a fcholar, yet a very 
flight tindlurb of the ancient languages is fuf- 
ficient for a popular writer, ^and fcarcely any, 
is requifite for a/uperficial' reader. 

The Mohammedans in general are paffion- 
ately fond of hiftory, and not lefs fo of that 
mifcellaheous kind of learning which the 
Greeks called or a general know- 

ledge of a vaft variety of fubjedts.-f* The 

* See a catalogue of the books prjlnted by Ih ahwit at 
the end of this discourse. 

, f This Jcind of learning was called varia eruditio by 
the Homans, among whom Farro was the most eminient 
for it. The most curious and entertaining works of thir 



Turks hkve mcie.^IQotlcal pieces In their lan- 
guage, than nioH: Eur^eau na^onp ; an^ we 
may judge ot their erudition by the Wg© 
work conipofed in the feventeenth century by 
Cuf/kzJdi’k, jsvhich contains an accurate ao 
count of all the books that had been written 
till his time in Turkijhy Arabic^ and Per- 
Jian* ■ , • * • • • 

Thefe works are ^ry imperfectly known 
in Europe \ for though X>onado, a fenator of 

Venice, and ambaflador from that ftate to the 

• ’ • • 

• 

nature are, the Banquet <if Jthenivus^ the Nights of AiA 
las GelliuSj and ///<? Chiliads ofTztt^cs; Jjut the Arabia 
ans were fonder of this various erudition th^n any peo- 
ple whatever. . This «pecics of writing begins to grow 
contiinptiblc among us/ since nothing can be more tri- 
fling than to tranjcribe our common-place book, and 
nothing more easy than to quote a multitude of authors in 
the margin. • 

^ The title of this book Is qJ j Cashfdz^^ 

nun^ or the Discovery of Opinions; but it might justly belntitled/ 

;'y' 

* • I 

O'. ^ co:nprehcnA\>e Vnrw of the L,earnlng’of 

the Arabs, Persians, and Turls. — M. iPHei-bJot has insert- 
ed the best part of this woi4: in his PiblhthSqiie Orien'als. 



480 

# ‘t • 

Porte, publi&ed!a ihoit /ifo/^oathe 

Uterature (f Turisj^ yet he kne^ little or 
nothing of their language, and tbok^ all his ac> 
county of their books &om an interpreter^ who 
led him into feveral miftakes. » 

Cr 

The golden age of the Turkijh learning, 
was the reign of Soliman the Second, or The 
Legj/lator't ;n the fixteenth^ccntury : and in- 
deed the moft ihining peViod in the hillory of 
any nation muft certainly be that, in which 
the example' of the fovereign gives the no- 

• c * 

"blcs a turn for letters, and in which a repu- 
tation for knowledge opens a "^ay to riches 
and hondur. 

Alt Chelebit who wrote a *very celebrated 
book of morality, was appointed Molla, or ec- 

C 

clefiaftical judge of Adrianople, and had he 

lived, would have been raifed to the dignity 

pf Mufti, or fupreme interpreter of the law. 

He had fpent feveral years in compofing an 

elaborate paraphrafe pf Pilpat s Fables^ in 

which, however, h€ was a'clofe inutator of 

• • * 
excellent Perjian author, named CaJbeS» 

His work, which he intitled Homaiun Ndmeh, 



.481 

contains, fouittlnt* felons in*pr^ and verfe, 

I * ' • , , 

and a vetjr aidant introduction,* and an elitd:-' 
^ning preface. I may juftly ailert, that it 
comprifcs all the beauties of the Turkijh lan- 
guage ; but kls fo mixed with Perfiati and 
Arabic phrafes, that a TurM of no education 
would not be able .to read a page of it. A 
beautiful copy of this book .is prelaved in the ' 
Britijh Mufeupi^ among the manufcripts of 
Sir Hans Shane**, and *it would be highly 
ufeful to any perfon, who had accefs to {hat 
collection, and wilh'ed to learn Turkijhi elpes ' 
daily as parf of it has been tranf^ated into 
'French^ and part very elegantly into Spantjh, 
by the help of, which tranll^ions he might > 
purfue his ftudy with incredible eafe, provid- 
ed that he had a moderate knowledge of Ara^ 
bicy which may truly be called the balls and 
groundwork of Eaftem learning. 

- This is the principal fyftem of Ethics among 

• ^ 

* No. 3^86. In the same«collection> No. 5456> is a 
yery agreeable romantg, intitled^ the Life of Ahu Siha^ 
by Hasjan^ preceptor to Morad the Third. ^Dth theses 
books, as well as the rest, which follow, are often cited by 
MeninAdm 

Lifo^V. II. 


II 
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tb« Turks, if we except, pdiiitp^ ^ jnoral 
work on the dutifS matt, indeed, IcslidevJet, 

f 

which (eems alfo to, be written in*a vety 

polUhed ftyle. TTie Tales of the Tort^ Vifrs, 

coxnpofedj^y a preceptor of Motad the Sec<psid ^ 

are amuling and ingenious i but a$ they are 

not remarkable for any j^eauty of langttage> 

they do notf deferve to be menticmed as a cUf” 
* « 

ficalwork; fince an elegance of didion, as 
well as ni loftinefs of fentiment, are necelTary 

f 

■to conftV-ute a fine piece of writing. « 

‘ The riobleft hiftorical work in the Turkijh 

% 

language was compofed hj Saadeddin, who 
was Mufti of Confantinople in the reign of 
Morad the Third. It contains the hiftory of 
the Otbmans, from the founder of that fa- 
mily to Selim i. This elegant work has been 
tranflated into Italian by a very able interpre- 
ter of the Eajlern languages ; and the excel- 
lent, prince has inferted the fubllance 

oT it in his hiftory of <the Turks. 

c * 

‘There are a great numl^erof other hiftories 
•In Turkijh, fome of the whole Otbmanlzxsidrj, 
and fome only of diftiiift reigns; as SoUmam 
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Ndm«fa>the LireJf.SdJfm4nySt)Lim Naoeb, 
the Life Selijn ; an4 {uany mqre* wlucli^aira 
highly- afteemed by the *turks then^Ives: 
yet it mtift be confefled/that the ftyle of thde 
writeHs, and paincipally of Saadeddin, by no 
means anfwers to our ideas of tho umple aod 

graceful di(3:ion, the land of yriting which 

• * * ^ ^ 

Cicero commends, diffufedy expanded^ and fionn* 

ing with a natural fmoothnefsi on the contrary^ 

moil of their figures are^fo extravagant, and 

many of {heir exprefiions fo ridiculoui^ bom* . 

baft, that an Europetin mull have a very fin-* 

gular tafte, who can read them *either with 

pjeafure or patience* : but fuch is the geniiu 

of the nation; ahd we can nojmore wonder, 

that their rules of compofition are different 

from ours, than that they build otheir palaces 

of wood, and fit on fofas inftead of chairs. 

* Thtis a Turkish historian^ instead of saying that a 
prince was just and pious, tells us that the footstool of his 
sovereignty was decked with the ornalnent of piety^ and 
the throne qf his dignity cihbeUidied With the rich 
mantle of Josrice ^Rutbeti khiUfetleri xineti tekwa aleh 
arakeh, we seriri seltanetftri hilyei maadilet ilehpirksteh) 
the two members of which sentence end like a poetic^ 
couplet, with similar sounds. * 
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The Byzantine hrftoHans'cJiinot b^'lb 
excufed; the7,liad th% fineft modeu of com- 
pofition before them, which they negleded : 
but the Turks cannot be condemned for de- 
parting from a flandard of tafte» of which they 
were wholly ignorant. t 

It is by no, means true, however, that the 
« * 

\^Jiatic hiftories are no more than chronicles, 

and contain no fenlible remarks on the con- 

\ 

du<ft of princes, whom they conlider, we are 
. tcdd, a$ fomething more than mortal ; there 
« zTCi indeed, many dull .compilations in the lan- 
guages of as well as in thofe of Europe \ 

^ € 

but the moll approved hi^orians of the Eaft 

interfperfe their narratives with excellent 

« 

maorims, ^nd boldly Interpofe their judgment 
on the counsels of minifters, and the a&ions 
of monarchs, unlefs when they fpeak of 

• vqy recent events, and living charaders, on 
which occafions they are more circumfped; 

*and probably ^aadeidin continued Sbis hiftory 
mo lower than the reign of Selmt that he 

• might not be reftrauned in his reflexions by 
amy fear of ^ving offence. 
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1 hav^ not. 7 ^ bee&''.fortitnate <sioug%i t4 
nieet with the valuable work* of 
containing the hiftoiy c€ the lives of Mojbam^ 
med IL Bayazid II. Selmy and Soliman, of 
which Prince tianfemir gives fohigh an enco- 
mium; '*Thisbookt (fays -he,) wMch is ex^ 

^ € 

tremely fcarce^ contains evtrf •quaiity of an 
excellent bijtory \ a jfoble JbnpUdty of ftylCf 

warm love ofitrutby and an abhorrence of flat~ 

# 

tery.— I am indebted to this author^ (cdnti- 
nucs the Prince,) for many Jtrikin^ fajjage^ 
** in my own pigce^' 

The Have alfo many traatifes di^ 

xh^ goverttmentf laws y and military injlitutions, 

• . * * \ 

which, if they were tranflated into fome Euro~ • 

pean language, would throw a wohderful light 
on the manners of this extraordinary nation, 
and prefent us with a full view of their real 
charader, 

• One of the molt cuFious*manufcript3 that 
I have feen in the Turkyb language, is a veiy 
long roll of lilky •paper*, containing^ aS it 
were, a map of the Afatic hiftory from the 
earlieft times to SeUm the Second: the namefii 
^ Bodl. Marsh, 19C. 



« • 

of alf the pattiar^s, prophet^ 'idh^y^lhltaas, 
and at ahy time foui^ilied in 

A^t are let down in ^ genealogical: order, in 
>irhieh the chronology alio i$ carefully ob^ 
fervedr; and a fiimmary account 5f th^r lives 
and adions is added to mod: of them. The 
writer of Uis'ihore explicit with regard to the 
Otkmon family. I took /:are to compare his 

e 

remarks with my other materials, The whole 
work is beautjfully tranfcribed j and the name 
vi MehaMmtd in particular, Is adorned with a 
garland of tulips and camatiops, painted in 
the brighl^ft colours. 

In the fame collection wifh the preceding* 
' wwk*, is An Htjlory of the Othmanst from the 
founder of 'th^ race, to Bayazid the Second: 
it is finely prelerved, and written in an eaiy 
ftyle. The prefatory chapter contains a juft 
encomium of the firft Turkijh fultans, whofe 
emitient abilities* were a principal caufe of 
the greatneft of their, empire, 

There is aiKtthcr work among GoHus^s ma- 

^ No. 313. Most of the mamiscripts in this valuable 
collection of Marshy belonged to the very karned 
iiolmSi who has mitten notes in tlie margins with a black 
pencil. 
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nxifhapt^*, has be«i ibxtnai^f vSe§^ 

to me. . ft is* a regiftcr of all the 49ffioex^oC 
ftate, thi fervants of and the Turk- 

foic^s, both by land and lea, with theds^ 
and yearly eicpences of fupporting. them, 
they were eilablilhed in the reign of Ahmed 
the Firfit the- opening of the Jaft century : 

the fecqnd part jbontains an eniln^eration of 
all the Othmatt lubjeC^s in Furope a^d 
who hold their eftates by a military tenure $ 
with the exafl number of foldiers that eacl|.. 
province and diftriiP:. can produce. Asth&- 
regifter was* copied hrpm an onginal in the 
imperial treafury, there can be no doubt of 
its authenticity,, fiut the beft modern htftories. . 
of the Turks are thofe printed by Jhrahim, in 
the middle of the prefent cemhry, ^hich, to- 
gether with feveral other fruits pf that prinr 


tef’s indullry, were brought from Conjtantir 

fiople^ by a late excellent amhallador, and pre« 

• ^ > 

Alarst, 454. Cro/iV^i' has^ written the following title 
to this boejc : Imperii Osmenicif Canon, continens quse 
et quibus stipendia soluta fuerint, imperante .^hmju>£: 
unde pat et quae sit imperii illius potential Tukcice, ex 
autographo imperiali descriptum* 


\ In Turkish 




Tented to^the RoyalSowty/ihyrhoij^ 
tlie}pare prefenred. • . • • . - 

Tkc' moft i^eeaUe of them is called by 
the florid title of Gulfbeni Kboli^t^^ oc tSe 

* In Turkish 

The author o^t&is fine work nras 

. • ' f • 

Na^nti Zada Efendiy who seetu^ to have been in high fa- 
vour with the UUma^ or Lawyers and ^Ecclesiastics of his 
age* The ASt^i^ and the two Chirf Jastiees of Asia md 
Eurjfe^ wrote the most profuse encomiums it^ which 
prefixed to the* book. That of the Mufti has 
^nijethiiig so ridiculously bombast in it^ that the reader 
w|ll perhap pleased to see it . literally translated^ 
95 it will give him an idea of the flowery style of the 

AsksHcs ‘ . 

• • 

9 >, 
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V •’ .1 : . 

RoJe-gar\fett of fii Caij/vj and com^fes, ifl H 

tiun Tolulhe in folio, a*v«ry elegant Itift ofy of 
the Turkijh nation, from the Califs of the 
houie of Abias, one of whom imprudently 
eftabliihed af militia of young Xurjts, |o the 
year of Christ 1717, when ASmed the Se- 
£0nd£a.ton the Otbman thrones* 

: The uext is an'Hiftory of the Turhtjb 'Eni^ 

from the, year 1591, hjNaimifi\ it is 
printed in two large vofumes, and the conti- 
nuation* of it by Rajbed f •fills twa. 

more; the fifth voldme was added by anbth&-< 
hand, and brings it down to 1728, two years 
Taefore the»rebeHion, and the depofition of 
Suftan Ahmed, , This excellelit work contains . 

As this noble volume and elegant compilation records 
past events, and lays open the causes 6f succeeding trans- 
actions ; the pure stream of sense, that flows from the 
springs of its expressions, and the flowers of perspi- 
cuity, that arise from the borders of its rhetoric, toge- 
ther with the splendour of those chiefs, who fought for 
Ihe faith «nd the empire, and the fragrant roses of fhe 
fame of those valiant heroes, su-e worthy of the attention 
of all intdligent men, ^nd deserve the inspection of the 
discerning reader. , ^ 

* In Turkish f 



I- y 

oarr^tv^ iff, oiemtii^ble eipits 

Iiapf>eae4 «o i4i» idominiojis of Ae '8\aitMn,Jffr 
4 period if (d> 9 vt m hundred md tidrty years. | 
<iie eoUia^s from aUfcaxiga povircrs, amoog 
vrkom dio Esji^aremention^wvkh regard; 
die reigns of Iteleven Otbman emperors, from 
the death of *Mordd III. to the Uft great iedi> 
dott at Conjtantinople ; the lives and charadlers 
of the moft emineat vifiers, and learned men, 
who douriihed in tlmfr reigns; together with 
^ idew of the afiairs of AfOf and eveh of Eu~ 
Hpe^ according to the ‘nblioin that the Turks 
have of them ; which may fervS to ihow how 
frr their intelligence reaches, *and in what light 
they eoofider the genius, manners, wd influ- 
ence of tho Cbrijlian •world ; we muft not be 
difgufled at th^ir frlfe and abfurd opinions con- 
cerning US; fince the lefs they know of our 
Icounfels and interells, and even the lefs re-, 
fpeft they have for us, the greater advantage 

s • 

we ihall obtain in our3tranfa<aions with t h em; 
and the lefs they are apprifed of pur rUl force, 
"the fewer provifions will they have mad* 
againft it, whenever we* IhaH chufe to exert it. 



. 1 * • ' 

For my- jpart, I'clbiilcit idiat m 

jufter aofion pf the government, lews, f and 
policy ot the Turkt^ may be formed by an at* 
penifal of Naima*s H^ry, than can 
be acquired ftom all the relations of our Etn 
ropean travellers ; and thata lingle volume of 
it, accurately tranflaited, would*be more uie* 
fid to us, than the vaft colb^ionl of Rytavi 
and Kmllef^ to which, *however, I readily sdlow 
the praifo that they defe^e. 

It ma^ reafpnably be fuppofed, that having, 
drawn my materials- from thefe pleiitifid • 
fburces, I mean to prefent the public with* a 

complete hiftory of^ the Turks ; but I refieded^ 

• * » ^ 
that among the.numerou8 events which muft 

be recorded in the general hiftory of any na* 

tion, there are very few which* feem capable 

pf yielding either pleafure or inftrufiion to a 

judicious reader, who deAres to be acquainted 

with paft tranladlions, not becaufo they have 

happened, but becaufehe hopes to derive from 

them fotne ufeful leATon, for the condudl 'of 

his. life. It feemed, therefore, more reipe<ftfuf 

^o the public, and it was far more agreeable to 
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*, * *%• 

ttij own indinatioii, to trace diit, in form 
of an eflky, jilft great mtlina only of the Turk’- 
ijh byioryf leaTiog all its minuter pats to be 
coloiH’ed by feme abler penciU and perhaps 
the moft ^terefting of them to'lte filled up by 
iny rough crayon, as fome future occafion,or 
greater leifuto may invite me. Whatever 
theh be the*fatc of my performance, ,I liave a 
daim in one inftance to* the indulgence of my 
reader, by having fpared him the trouble of 
jrunning.over all the idle fables, and tven the 
dull truths, with which thy originals abound, 
and which Thave fupprefled in great number; 
)[ince both of them are, in my opinion, highly 
difgraceful to an hiftorical piepe, in which no~ 
thing Jhould be written that is fabulous, nor 
any thing, boisf true foever if may be, but what 
deferves to be read*, - 

• As to the nature of my piece, though I have 
intitled it an Effdy on the Hijlory of the Turks^ 
yk, from the age of Elizabeth to the prefent 
century, the hi ft or y of our Trade to the Levant 

9 * 

^ Three pages of the original are here omitted, as it 
appears fay a manuscript note,’tIiat it was intended to altpr 
?hcni. - 
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is interwoven vri'Ai.it! and a &w hints ai% 

I 

refpedfuUy ofiered foi; its improvement; an . 
obje£b of the liigheft importance to the whole 
nation. The part which relates to fie Caufes 
of the rife an^decline of the Turkijb Empire 
was written after the model of M. de ikontef- 
quieu's Cotif derations on the greatnefs of the 
Romans ; nor ani I under any apprehenlion 
of being cenfured f^ imitating fo excellent a 
pattern, to which Imay^’ullly apply the words 
oiCicet^o: — ** Demojlhenem imitemur. O^I^ii 
boni ! quid ergo ms.aliud agimus, aut quid ali0 
eptamus ? af hqn af 'equimur." • 



APPENDIX. 




The iplIowi?ig pages contain rome coitipofi* 
tions of Sir William Jones, which 'have not 
been printed. The JirJi^ a litttlfc Eflay on the 
Gfeeian Orators, was written at the Uni ver- 
ity, and* exhibits an elegant .fpecimen of his 
early talents in the compofition cf Latin ; more 
of the famekind might be added, butthe curio- 
fity of the reader on this fubgeCt, maybegra- 
tilled by a reference to ‘the fixth volume of 
Sir William Jones’s Works. The reader will 
obferve the conne6lion between the Eflay 
now prefentedto him, and the quotation which 
concludes the Vreltminary Difcourfe in the 
preceding page. ' ‘ • 

Th6 Jecond is an Italian compofition, writ- 
ten by Sir William Jones When he was Undy- 
ing that language; and I rely upon the judg- 



zient a nativp-rf Jtaily, whb has pronounc- 
ed it clafheal jyid el^aht’. ThejAtrd exliibits 
a curious lp(^imen of the J&rm and measure of 
a PerAan Ode of Jami^ iuid dn this account it 
is inlerted. ^Ehe fourth^ a fong from' the Pec^ 
Aan, is in the meafure of the original, and will 
not be thought deficient in beauty. The re- 
maining compofirions require nq 'particular 
obfervation. *• 

For want of a fitter .opportunity, I here 
tranferibp from the w’riting of*Sir Willem 
Jones, the following lines : • . , 

Bahman (% native of Yezd, and follower of 
thedodlrincs of Zproafter) repeated this morn-f 

ing«four gloriohs ‘and piou% verfes, w’hicli 

• • 

ought to be engraven on every heart 


verses;* 


Make the worship of the Great Giver habitual. 
Reflect maturely on the day of thy departure. 

► Fear God, and do no wrong to rmn. 

This is the way to salvation, and this is eyough. 



(■ 

No. 1. 

DE GRiECIS ORATORIBUS. 

( 

Cum id poti^mum dicendi ftudiofis 
.adolefcentibus praecipi fbieat^ utamum^ fum<* 

j r 

HUS oratdribus deligant, quern totd mente, tan- 
quam pidores, intueantur, et quern labore 
maximo imitentur; cum v<ero ftudiofo cuivls 
perdlfficile fit oratorem deligere, cui fimilis 
' efie aut velit aut debeat, vifum eft mihi pauca 
d^ Graecis dratoribus diftei^ere, interque eos 
prascipue de Demosthene, quern nemo eft, 
qpinor, quinon imitaii cupiat, nemo qui exi- 
'mias eju8 virtutes imitando fe aflequi poffe 
confidat ; fed prima ap^eteniiy ut pulchre ait 
Cicero, honeftum eft in fecundis vel tertiis 
confiftere. 

De oratoribus autem, qui Athenis florue- 
, runt, tradaturus, vereor ut Lyfiam et Ifocra- 
tern, in eorum numero poffim reponere, quos 
polite fcribendi^cpdkxxidiferte dicendi^ pal- 
mam confecutos elle puto, magis. elegantice 
laude duifTe infignes, quam eloquentise gloria. 
Is enim, qui five pudoie, five imbeciUitate de- 
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territus, ih armaiAtfnquam pro^eatj fed in Iitdo 
folum oratiunculas fcriptUet, ut<;unque eae fub- 
tiles finttitque eruditae,y5r/j^^flr quidem venuf- 
tus ac diligens dici potellf, fed ^uomodo orator 
appellandus lk*non videos 

Alii tamen complureS) quohim dtationes 
ad nos pervenerunty.non in pctfpp^ et. gym- 
nailed) fed in ipia acie habits, elofUentes verd 
nominantiir ; inter quGS, acumine Dinar ebus 
prseftitiife videtur, vi ac fepore Demddes, gra- . 
vitate LyeurguSy fonitu ^/chines et fpiendore ^ 
ditftionis; fed hs dicendi virtutes vsx Demof-* 

tbene uno omnes teperiuntur; graVis idem fuit 

• , 

ac fubtilis, .vim habuit pariter et iplendo- 
remf Aec lepos iane’illi defui^ licet pleriqucf 
alitdr fentiant, fed elatus, minax, pt fui pro- 
prius. • 

Ilium igitur unicuique veftriim, qui legum 
et eloquentise Audio incenditUr, propono’ * 
quern in primis miremini) quern imitemini 
fummo Audio, cujus orationes non perlegatis 
folum, fed patrio fennone reddatis, fed memo- 
riter recitetis ; ea vos exercitatio diligenter * 
continuata, tales et verborum oratores, et ac- 
Life—Y^ 11. KK 
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t ‘ . 

tores renim efiSciet, qualuT'^Uji Athemenfes, 
piaster ipfum* Pemosthemem- nemo fuit* 

c 

?ro,iL 

TERZETTL 

Gia rosseggiava^intornoair orfzconte 
Dolce color d’oriental nibini, 

E innanzi*al biondo padre di Fetontc 
Sparge^lcAurora rose e gelsomini : 

Qantando a gara a^K^rosetti lai 
Sen gian<di ramcbin ramo gli augellinlj 
Quando presso al rusccl cosl cs^tai : 

Ahi, Ninfa nia ritrosa e vezzosetta^ 
Laprimaond’io m’accesi e m^infiaminaij 
* Quando ti vidi pria sopra Terbetta, ® 

Pien di viole e di ligustri il grembo^ 

T^essendo un’ amorosa gkirlandetta^ 

Se^evi, oimc ! setto un soav^ nembo 

Di rose^ e la tua manp alabastrina • 

Sostenea di tua goQna il ricco lembo> 

E sulla mano era la guancia inchina^ 

Qual £or chc pende sul native stelo^ 

Che imbianca, o gelo o pioggia cristallina . 
Scendesti allor cred’ io dal terzo cielo 
Per ingannar gl’ incauti e rozzi petti 
O la sorella del gran Dio di Delo, 

O colei fosti che ne’ boschi eletti 

Di Cip|x> e Pafo per Adon- sospira,. 

• Dacche mirai |UQi risi leggiadrctii^ 

Rauco era il suon dicanna e ^auto e'lira 
Ne piacque piu Tuspta compagnia.. 

« Or ogni pastorella die mi mira 
Si burla della mia malinconia ; 

Ch^ fra romiti monti, e sopra il sassa 
Sempre sfogando vo’ rambasciamiai. 
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Eel en*o, nonvSi9*dove*passo paiso# 

Piangendo s]> che‘ da sua stanza nera 
Eco rtspoxi^e a’ Aiiei slngulti : Ahi lassol 
se mai mi dara la donna altera 
Soavi bacij o quef che piu desio^ 

Allor allor con vece lusinghiera 
CanterodiHamente fl fausto Dio 

D’amof e : Amor risponderanno i coll?! 
Vedranno i vezzi nostril e’l gaudio mio 
1 cespugli fioriti e gli antri/nolli* 


1MX*7AT10NS, 

* 

Line 2. Dolce color^ &c» 

* Dolce color^ d^oriental zafiiro » 

Che s’accoglieva nel seneno aspetto 
Deir aer puro.‘ Daute^ Par, c- 1 

Line 5. t Cantando a gara^ &c. * 

Odi quel rusignolo • 

Che va d] ramo in ramo 
Cantando; roamo^ioamo. Tasso Am.at.i.S.l 
Line 13. Sfedevi oime^ &c- 

Da' be' rami scendea • 

Dolce nella memoria, * 

Una ploggia di fior sopra’l suo grembo ^ 
£d ella si sedea 
Umile in tanta gloria 
Coverta gia delF amoroso nembo ; 

Qual fior cadea sul lenabo^ 

, Qual sti le treede bionde 
.. Ch'oro forbito e perle 
Eran quel 3i a vederle : 

Qual si posava in terra> e qual su Tonde ; 


K K 2 • 
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Qiial cox un vago erriVs. ^ 

Girando, parcli dir; “ qui regna Amore.* 

* • * Npct/jJar. i/Can. 14.*^ 


Line S5. Soavi ba^i, &c. • 

Epa mi sequc 

Dar promettendo a chi m’insegna a lei 
O dolci baci| o cosa altra pli^cara. 

• 

Tasso Am. Prologo* 


^ sir William Jones his given a beautiful transUtios of this passage 
•f Petrarch, §ec Vforks, vol. x. p. 958*. 
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A rovjng stranger in tbj town ^ n6 guidWe can sad Jami find, 

TiUtliis his ivame, and rambling lay • • to thine aU-piacmg he brings. 
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No; TV. ' 

A SONG, from the Persian, pairaphrcsed ih the mea- 
sure of t^e original. 

♦ 

1 . 

• Sweet as the rose that scents tte«gale, 

•Bright as the lily of the vale, • 

Yet with a hear& like summer hail. 

Marring eaf h beauty thou bearest. 

Beauty like thiije, all nature thrills; 

And when the Moon Her ci) Ae fills. 

Pale she beholds th^ose luundcr )iills. 

Which op the breast thou wearest. 

. • . 3 - 

^ Where could those peerless flowrets blow ? 
Whence are the thorns that ne^r them grow j 
• Wound me, but smile, O lovely f5e, 

• Smife on the heart thou tearest. 

• . 

Sighing, I miw that cypress wjtist. 

Doom'd to ai&ict me till embrac’d; 

Sighing> I view that eye too chaste. 

Like the new blossom smiling. 

5 . 

Spreading thy toils wth hands divine. 

Softly thou wavest like a pine. 

Darting thy shafts at hearts like mine, 

« Senses, and soul beguiling. • 


.See at thy feet no vulgar slave, 
Fcantic, with love’s enchanting wave. 
Thee, ere he seek the gloomy grave. 
Thee, his blest idol styling. 
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Lady Jones having dkposed {b some danger In an 
evening walk over the plains of Flassey^ Sir Wilfiaoi 
almost Immediately; wrote the follcpring stanzas t 

* No-V. 

plasseyIplain*, 

A Ballad, addressed to Lady Jones, by her Husband. 

3 , 1784 : 

^Tis not of tf^er, nor of Clive, 

On Plassey’s glorious held 1 sing ; 
rris of the best gpod girl alive^ ^ 

Which mo^ will deem a prettier diing. 

The Sun, in gaud}ipalanqucen, 

Curtailed with purple, fringed with gold. 

Firing no more heav’n^s vault serene, 

•Retir’d to sup with Ganges old. ^ 

. * » • 

When Anna, to her bard long dear, ‘ . 

(Whp fov’d not Anna on the hanks 
• Of Elwy swift, or Testa clear ?) * 

Tr^p’d thro’ the palm grove’s verdant ranks. 

Where thou, blood-thirsty Subahdar^ 

Was wont thy kindred beasts to chase. 

Till Britain’s vengeful hounds of war. 

Chas’d thee to that well-des^n’d place. 

« She knew what monsters rang’d the brake. 

Stain’d like thyself with human gore, ' . 

The hooded, and the necklac’d snake, 

* • The tiger huge, and tusl^ed boar. 

*^0 worth, and innoedhee approv’d. 

E’en monsters of the brake are friends: 

• • 

• It can scarcely be necessary to recall to the recollection of the 
reader the victory gained by Lord Clive, over Seraj’uddottla, SubahdAr 
or Viceroy of Eeiigal, on Plassey Plain. ^ * 
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• •' 

Thus o'er tht plain at ease*Sh(^moT*d:--« 
Who fears offbnde tliat neW offends?. 

• . •• \ \ V 

ViTiid perrocpiets first silence broke^ • 
Eager of dangers iear to prate \ . •• 
Suttheyin English never 'spoke^ 

And she began her inoors * o61|te« 

• • *“ • 

Nextj patient dromedaries stalk’d. 

And wish’d her speech to understand^ 
But Arabic; \p^as all they*talk’d;— 

‘ Oh, had her Arab been at hand ! 

A serpent dire,, of size fninute, ^ 

With necklace bijown, and freckled side. 
Then hasv^n’d from her path to shoot. 

And p’er the narrow causey glide. * 

Three elephants, to warn her, cjll. 

But tlfey no western tongue, cotdd speak 
Tho^once, at Philobiblian stall. 

Fame says, a brother jabbei’^ Greek* 

• ' 

Superfluous was their friendly zeal ; 

For what has conscious truth to feai ? 
Fierce boar^ her powerful influence feel, 
Mad buffaloes, or furious deer. 

E’en tigers, never aw’d before. 

And panting for so rare a food, 

' She dauntless hf ard arpund her roar. 

While they the jackg^ls vile pursued. * 

• 

No wonder since, on Elfin Land, * 

0 

Prais’d in sweet verse by bards adept, 

A lion vast was known to stand. 

Fair virtue’s guard, while Una slept. 

A common expression for tlie Hin instance, or vernacular 
of India. 
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Yet oh! hadvCA^^ i.er perils ^nowni 
,(Tho*allthe lions in all space 
Ma4e her security tReir own,)# • 

•He ne’er had found^a resting place. 

No. VI. 

On seeing Miss^^ * * ride by him, without knowing her, 

• Cardigan, August 14J 1780. 
So lightly glanc’d she o’er the lawnj 

So lightly tlirqugh the vale, ^ 

That not more swiftly bounds t& fawn, . 

•In Sidon’s paln^ dale^ , 

Full well her bright-hair’d courser knew. 

How sweet a charg/he bore. 

And proudly shook the tassels blue. 

That on his neck he wore, * 

Her ves|, ^ith liveliest tincture g^w’d. 

That Summer-blossoms wear, ^ 

And wanton down her shoulders flow’d, 

» • Her hyacinthine hair, 

• • 

Zephyr in play had loos’d the string. 

And with it laughing flown. 

Diffusing from his dewy wing,^ 

A fragrance not his own, 

, Her shape was like the slender pine. 

With vernal buds array’d, 

Oheav’n! what rapture would be mine, 

•fo slumber in it? shade. 

•/ 

Her cheeks— %ne rose had Sirephon seen, 

But dazzled with the sight, • • 

At distance view’cWher nympli-like mien. 

And fainted with delights 



He thought %)ia»a from thftvhacc. 

Was hastening to her bow Y 5 

* For more*fcl|an mortal seenVd a facca 

Of such resistless powY. 

% 

Actscon’s fatal change he fear’d. 

And trembled at the breeze ; * ^ 

• High antlers had his fancy rear’d. 

And quivering sunk his knees • 

He well flight err — that morn confess’d, 

■ The gue'en with silver beam, 

Shone forth, and Sylvia thus address’)!. 

By Tivy’s azure stream : | 

»* 

Let us ^Is day our robes exchange 5 
Bind on my waxing moon ; • 

Then through yon woods at pleasure ranges 
And shun the sultry noon.^ 

« t 

Whilst I at Cardigan prepare 
Gay stores of silk and late, * 

Like thincf will seem my flowing hair, • * 
** Like thine, my heav’nly pace. 

c » 

My brother Phoebus lost his heart 
€i When first he view’d thy charms. 

And would this day, with dang’rous art. 
Allure thee to his arms. 

But Cynthia,^ friend^to virgins fair. 

Thy steps will ever guide, • 

Protect thee fiom^th’ enchanting sna< e, 

And u’er thy heart preside. 

“In vain his wiles he shall essay, 

“ Ard touch his golden lyre ; 



** Then to thjbckies thall hi$ yrxff 
** With ^ale, yet raging fire. 

• • ‘ " ? * 

" Shoul(>he M’ith lies traduce' the fair^ 

boast haw he kiss’d her* 
The gods shall laugh«while I declare^ 

‘‘ He^^ted with his sister.’* 

• • 

No. vn. • 

. Au FIRMAMENT.* , 

• k 

^^Wpuld I were yon bluerficid abovCf 

(Said ^atOj waA^ling am’rous lays) 
That with ten thousand eyes of love. 
On thee for ever I might gaee.** 

My purer love the wish disclaims. 

For we^e like Tiresias, blind. 

Still should’ I glow with heavenly flameSj 
And gaze with rapture on thy mifid. 

No. VIII. ^ 

•SONG. • 

Wakei ye nightingales, oh, wake ! 

Can ye, idlers, sleep so long? 

Quickly this dull silence break ; 

Burst enraptur’d into song : 

Shake your plumes, your ayes unclose. 
No pretext for repose. 

Tell me not, Aat Winter drear 

Still delays your promis’d tale, ^ 
That no blossoms yet appear. 

Save the snowJclrop in the dale : 
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Tell me not thewoocfs aret9lii:e;~ 

‘Vain excuse ! prepare ! prepare f 

• •! • s • 

Vie^ the hillocks, view the meaJs : 

All are verdant, afl are gay ; . . 

Julia comes, and wltfi her leads 
Health, and Youth, and bloo»ipgMay* 

•When she smiles, fresh roses Mow; 

Where she treads, fresh lilies grow. 

Hail ye gft)ves of Bagle^, hail ! 

Fear 4o more the chilling^air : 

Can vour beauties ever Ail? 

Julia has pronounc’d you fair.l 
She could cheer a cSvern’s gloom, 

She could* make a desert bloom. 

. • Amongft the manufeript papers of Sir Wil-. 

liam Jones, written in Bengal, • I find thf 

delineation of the plan of a Tragedy on' the * 

■ftory of SOHRAB, a Pe^fian jiero, who’aTSks 

a fhort, but /:onfpicuous part in the heroic 

poem of Ferdufi, the Homer of Perfia. The 

ftory in the original, is in fubllance as 

0 

fellows : 

Rustum, the liero of Oriental Romance,^ 

was married to Ta/immaj the daughter of the 

^ « 

king of Summiingan^ a city o/i the confines or . 
Tartary.’ He left her in a ftate of pregnancy, 
giving^er a bracelet, which, in the event of 



the hlrth of a^oMId, *flie to bind on^ 

arm. She was delivered of a Tal^ina^ 

apprchinfive that il^a« would deprive her 

of him, informed him, that ihe had a daugh^^ 

ter, and Riifkim entertained no fufpicion of 
• * # 
the deceit. Sohrab inhcrited.the heroic fpirit 

of his father, whom when he grew up he was . 
moll: anxious to fee, and when he^bad attained 
the age of puberty, h&formed a plan for attack- 
ing Kaoos, the king ofrPerfia, in the declar- 
ed in’tention of depriving him *of his crcovn^, 
and placing it on the. head of Ruftum, ■ • ^ 

AvRASiAe’the fovereign of Tartary, who. * 

• w^apprifcd of the parentage of Sobrd^, 
eagWy feconded the views of the youth, as a .• 

long hereditary enmity had fubfifted between 

• • 

the two monarchs of Perfia and Tartary. He 
accordingly oflFered to furnilh Sohrdb with an 


army, fending with it, at tlie fame time, fwp 
generals, on whom he relied, with fccret in- 
ftruftidns to prevenUthe difcovery of Ruftum 
.by Sohrdb, and to endeavour to bring theta to 
fmgle combat, hoping that the youthful vigoiy: 
of Sohrdb would overcome Riijlum, and pave 



tl\g way to the c^nqueft of %rfia. After the 
death of Ru/iurnyhe propofedto deftipy Soh^ 
rdb by treachery. This infidious fchene fuc- 
ceeded in part. Sokt^ib^ with the Tartarian 
army invaded Perfia, and was oppofed. by the 
Perfian troops, whom he defeated in feveral 
engagements. The anxious endeavours of 
Sobrdb to djjfcover his father were fruftrated 
by the ftdfehood and treachery of tke generals 
of Afrafiabt and the two heroes met in battle 
without knowing each other, although Soh-^ 
Mb fufpefted his antagpnift to be Ruftum^ 
aqdeven mentioned his fufpicion to him, 
which Rujium denied. The two warriors en- 
gaged in fingle .combat three times j or. the 
fecond day, Sobrdb had the advantage, and 
Ruftum faved hjs life by artifice; on the third, 
the ftrength and fkill of Ruftum prevailed, and 
he feized the opportunity by plunging his 
dagger in the breaft of his fon, who, before 
he* expired, difeovered hinafeif to his 'father, 
and was recognized by him. The diftrefs of 
Sohrdb,*ht afflidion of Ruftum^ increafed to 
agony by the fight of the bracelelet, which he 



had prefented oli- the arm of *• 

rdfe, andrafterwards'ejaifperatedto madn^s by 
the refufal or Kaoos, to fupply him with a 
remedy which he pofle^d of infallible eflB^^ 
cacy, and the inconfolable anguilh of Tab~ 
mina on learning the death, of her fon, arc 
defcribed by Ferdujt, with^ great beauty . 
.•and pathos j and the* whole ft(jry forms one 
of the moft affefting and poetical incideflts in 
the Shahnameh. * 

I wkh it were in my powe/ to p’atJfy the 
reader with a tranllation of it, but I want both 
time and abifities for the talk. •! fliall, how.-* 
eypr, venture tp prefent him with*the verfiOn 

o^« few lines, tvrhich Ferjufi p uts into th^ 

* *. * • 

mouth of Sobrdby Immediately after he had ^ 

received the fatal wound, del^ribing the mode . 
in which the two heroes difcoveredeach other ; 

% 

the pafTage (in the original at leaft) is neither 

deficient in merit nor intereft. 

• • 

To flfid a father only J^nown by name, • 

Wretch that I am, I sought the field of fame. 

Vain hope ! thyiand has sealed a mother’s woes' j 

• On the cold sod, my head must now reposat • 

* Yet, hero ! deem no^ unreveng’d I bleed. 

Paternal vengeance marks thy ruthless dee^^^^ 

•No ! couldst thou quit this earth, and viewless trace, 

Qfx airy pinions borne, the realms of space^* 



< like a fish) the t>c^*s depths^rvade^ 

Of^lile the nighty involve th^ form^ shade,^ 

MycirC) pursuiiig. shall revonge tny death. 

What sire?’^ the victor cries with fa^t'ring breath/ 
^*‘^Rustum!'' (the youth r^oins) Tahmlm fair. 

My spotless mother, naih^d me Ru^fum^s heir. 

. 

Th^ plan of the propofed Ti^edy, appears 

to have been frequently revifed and corredled; * 

the bufinefs of •each aft is* detailed, but after 

ally it is too imperfeft for publication. • From.' 

the introduction of a chorus of Perfian Sages 

\ 

or. Magi, it may be inferred, that Sir William 
Tones propofed writing it, after the model of 
the Greek tragedy, and he certainly intended 
to obferve a ftrid adherence to the coftume 
of the age and country, in which the events 
cf his Tragedy were fuppofed to have 
occurred. 

The following Epode, is the only part of 

• the compofition fufficiently complete for tbe 

* reader’s perufal. 

. E P O 

Mliat power, beyond all powVs elate, • 

Sustains this universal frame ? 

* ^Tis not nature, 'tis not fate, 

’Ti.s not the dance of atoms blind, 
space, or subtile flame ; 



5is[ ^ 

I 

. No ; ^tis (ttie ^ eternal . 

Too sacred ^ aaeaithly name* 

He%nns, pervaid^s directs th^ vliole; 

Nqt^ike tSe macrocosin*s ima^d sonl^ 

But piK^vident of endlAs good^ 

By ways nor seen» nox^ uftiderstood^ 

Which ei» his angels vaiply might explore. 

High^ their highest thoughts above^ * 

Truth, wisdom, justice, m^cyy love, 

Wrought in his heav’nly essence, blaze and soar. 
Mortals, who his glory seek, * 

Rapt jn contemplation meek. 

Him fear, him trusti him venerate^ him ador^ 

4 

e 

I annex a fac^Jimile of the^writ ing ofSu 

• • ^ * 

William Jones, and I clofe the vdlume wj^ 

fome lines oa his death, written by her Grace 
the Duchefs of Devonfhire, and* inferted 

th^j)articular. reqjicft of Lady Jones. 

• • • 

On the Death of Sir William Jokes. 

• • 

TeignmmUh^ 1196 . 

Unbounded learning, thoughts by genius framed, 

^To guide the bounteous labours of his pen, 
Distinguish’d him, whom kindred sages nam’d, 

**The inpst enlighten’d of the sons of men.”^ 

. • 

ITprighif through life, as^p his death resign’d, « 

His actions spoke a pure and ardent breast; 

Faithfiif to God, ailj friendly to mankind, 

• His friends rever’d him, and his country blets’d. 


Life— y. II. 


JohiuaD^ 

LL 



' « )|uge&d« ■ 

The proytiMbfti^iida 

AndSqloiMKi^wfc^ilim fycbtf ik^adafa» 

Regret and praise^ voice bestow^ 

' And public spnoyrs with ^mestic Uendi 
But'dee^r yetn^ust be thf of djl)se> ‘ 

‘Who* while the sage thoy laono^i^ lov’d the friend. 


•£ND OF THE MEMEIRS. 













